G Y ő R G Y TARGONSKI'S LIFE A N D W O R K

B O G D A N CHOCZEWSKI AND J O L Á N TARGONSKI

A b s t r a c t . The paper is based on the Curriculum Vitae of Gyorgy Targoński (March
27. 1928 - January 10. 1998) written by the second author, and is completed by a
survey of his domains of research with special attention to selected papers. Professor
Targonski's scientific legacy consists of over hundred research papers, books, lecture
notes and reports, contributions to meetings (problems, remarks, abstracts of lectures)
and of proceedings of the E C I T . These are all documented in the three lists attached
to the article.

At the end of 1997 we fully expected to celebrate the 70th birthday
of Professor Gyorgy Targoński at the forthcoming European Conference on
Iteration Theory (ECIT 98) in Muszyna-Zlockie. Although we were aware of
his precarious state of health, we knew that he had attended the 6 Inter
national Conference on Functional Equations and Inequalities (ICFEI, also
in Muszyna-Zlockie) in June 1997, had given a talk at the 36 International
Symposium on Functional Equations (ISFE) in Graz, Austria, in September,
had discussed the organization of ECIT 98 on both meetings, and had sent
out the invitations to ECIT 98 in November.
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Professor Targoński never complained about his health. Despite the
effects of the strokes he sufferred in 1981 and 1992, he always, when asked
how he was feeling, replied: "Good, thanks to God". He had always wished
to be conscious when he died, and this wish, at least, was fulfilled by God:
He was conscious when he received the Last Sacrament. Ten minutes later,
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he closed his eyes and died quietly, at noon on 10 of January, 1998. He is
buried in the cemetary called the Neuer Siidfriedhof in Munich, Germany.
Wanting him to be among us in spirit, in the way he will always remain
in our hearts and thoughts, we have dedicated the ECIT 98 to his memory.

Childhood - Berlin (1928-1938)
Gyorgy Ivan Targoński was born on the 27th of March, 1928, in Buda
pest. He was the only child of Anton Targoński and Rózsa Simonovits. His
father was Polish, his mother Hungarian. They lived in Berlin. His father
did not speak Hungarian, so the parents spoke to each other in French, but
with the child they spoke German. This was disturbing to the little boy. He
often said: that was the reason why I never could learn French properly.
When he was eight years old, he lost his father. From that time on, as
he often said, / was the head of the family. He promised his dying father to
take care of his mother as long as she lived. He kept his promise. Although
she lived in Geneva and he in Frankfurt, he took care of his mother in every
way. He phoned her every day, and visited her very frequently in Geneva
even at the time when his health was already very poor. As a good child,
he was always with her on each of her birthdays, and on each of the bigger
holidays. His mother died in 1992 at the age of one hundred.

Youth - Budapest (1938-1956)
In 1938 Mrs. Rózsa Targoński returned with Gyorgy to Budapest. It
was only then than he began to learn Hungarian. Forced by a kind of tuber
culosis to stay in bed for about ten months, he read all the novels of Jókai,
the famous nineteenth-century Hungarian writer. Through that, he learned
perfect Hungarian, though a bit old-fashioned.
He started to get interested in mathematics at an early age. He said:
My first thoughts on iteration were at the age of about fifteen. I sat on a
bench in the Vdrosmajor park and I decided to investigate the behaviour of
functions which residt from n-times substitution of f(x) into itself.
He finished the Verboczy Gimnazium in 1947 Summa cum Laude, and
the Pazmany Peter (the present Eotvos Lorand) University with a Diploma
(equivalent to a Master of Science) in mathematics in 1951.
His first achievement was the paper [I.l] which won a prize in a Hunga
rian mathematical competition in 1951.
He became an Assistant Lecturer at the Technical University in Buda
pest in 1952, and in this position completed his thesis [1.7] for the Candidate
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of Sciences degree. He presented it in 1955 and Professor Bela Szokefalvi
Nagy was the referee. The thesis was accepted, but due to circumstances
connected with the Hungarian Uprising of 1956 the degree was never awarded.

Europe (1956-1963)
When the Hungarian Uprising began on October 23, 1956, Gyorgy was
very optimistic about the freedom which was finally to come to Hungary.
On November 4, 1956, Soviet tanks came into Budapest and began firing
their cannons at houses and at people on the streets. It soon became clear
that freedom had lived only a short time.
On the morning of November 13 he, together with his 66 year-old mother
and his fiancee, began an adventureous journey to freedom. They walked to
one of the suburban railway stations in Budapest and caught a freight train
going to the "West". It was a two-day journey by train and on foot until
they reached the Austrian border. On the foggy early morning of November 15, they crossed the Ferto Channel by boat to Austria with the aid of
three Hungarian border guards. After crossing Austria they were accepted
as refugees by Switzerland .
Gyorgy and Jolan got married on the 15th of December, in Zurich. In
the same month, Gyorgy went to the Eidgenossische Technische Hohschule
(ETH) in Zurich and met Professor Benno Eckmann. Through him, he got
an assistantship at the E T H and started to teach there on the next working
day.
In March 1957 the Targonskis moved to Cambridge, England, where
Gyorgy started preparing his Ph. D. thesis at the famous Cavendish Laboratory under the supervision, first of Professor D. R. Hartree and then of
Professor R. G. Eden, He received his Ph. D. (Cantab) in April 1963 in a
very solemn medieval-like ceremony.
To earn some money for living expenses he worked as supervisor in
King's College for three years, during which he attended dinner at King's
College High Table once a week. He was very impressed by this experience.
His subsequent appointments were: Assistant Lecturer at Queen Mary College, London University, 1959 - 60, Attache de Recherche in the Theoretical
Division of the Centre Europeen de Recherche Nucleaire (CERN), Geneva,
1960 -61, and Assistant at the Institut de Physique Theorique of the University of Geneva, 1961 - 63.
Gyorgy Targonski's Ph. D. thesis [1.13] deals with some problems of
quantum theory which are connected with the theory of linear operators.
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Section 3 of the thesis is purely mathematical. It is observed that scale
transformations (i.e. general transformations in the independent variables)
often play an important part in quantum physics. We report on two problems
considered in this Section of [1.13].
Let X be a normed space and B a Banach algebra of (real or com
plex valued) functions on X. Moreover let P' = h(P) be a not necessarily
linear transformation of the underlying space called a "general scale trans
formation" . The mathematical starting point of this section is the following
fact:
The mapping h generates a linear transformation if on B, given by
Hf(P)

= f(P') = f[h(P)].

This substitution operator is not only linear but also multiplicative:
H[f (P)f (P)]
1

2

=

[Hf (P)][Hf (P)].
1

2

The question arises whether the converse is also true? It is answered in
the affirmative for two special cases:
a) the Banach algebra C[0,1] of all continuous complex valued functions
defined on the unit interval,
b) the Banach algebra A of entire functions with norm | | / | | = ^ a
where / =
az.
The results a) and b) are characterizations of multiplicative linear ope
rators H acting on the underlying Banach algebra.
n

n

n

Another topic in this Section are B^ algebras. These are Banach algebras
of functions with the additional property that for / € B$ and real £ > 0 the
function /€ denned by
= [/(P)] also belongs to % This is to be
understood as:
is a multi valued function which assumes at P all complex
values o f / ( P ) « .
The location of the eigenvalues of a substitution operator acting on
it is determined. The Schroder equation (the eigenvalue equation of the
substitution operator H):
€

Hf(P)

= f(h(P)) = Xf(P)

is also discussed as well as the problem of invariants of a substitution operator on Bc.
Four other papers related to scattering theory were published in period 1959-63 (in II Nuovo Cimento: [1.9] and [1.11] (with A. Martin) and
in Helvetica Phys. Acta: [1.12] and [1.14], both joint with B. Misra and D.
Speiser).
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Fordham University - New York (1963-1974)
Gyorgy Targoński was appointed associate professor at Fordham Uni
versity from 1963, and full professor from 1966. Fordham University is a
private Jesuit University in New York City.
One of Targonski's hobbies was to read Science Fiction (he had a collec
tion of a few hundred titles). At the time when he was applying for positions
in the United States, he read a science fiction book about a mathematician
who had just returned from space to get a job at Fordham and whose name
was Agronski. So he thought he also had to send his application there. He
got the position which he always considered as a very interesting chain of
coincidences.
His academic years at Fordham were complemented by summers spent
at the Forschungsinstitut fiir Mathematik of the E T H in Zurich. The two
sabbatical years of 1965/66 and 1972/73 he also spent as a Visiting Professor
at the E T H .
At Fordham Targoński worked mainly on operator theory, especially on
Carleman and Bourlet operators. We shall go into a little bit of detail by
reviewing the relevant papers [1.20] and [1.21] which were published in 1967.
His lecture notes [1.22] Seminar on Functional Operators and Equations also
appeared in this year.
The main result of [1.20] may be described as follows:
A Carleman operator is, roughly speaking, an integral operator K acting
on L ( a , b)
2

2

whose kernel k is not necessarily square integrable (on (a, b) ) but the func
tions k(x, •) are (on (a, 6)), for almost all x G (a, b).
The Convergence Theorem says the following:
Assume we are given two complete, orthonormal systems (<p ), (V'n)
in L (a,b), the unitary operator U transporting (<p ) into (4> ), and the
self-adjoint operator V acting on (<p ),
n

2

n

n

n

where c > 0, lim inf c = 0. Then the implication
n

n

holds true if, and only if, the composition UV is a Carleman operator.
The other important paper [1.21] deals with the characterization of Bo
urlet operators.
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Let A denote a commutative algebra with unit element e and without
divisors of zero and Q - a linear operator denned on A satisfying a multipli
cation law
(F)

Q(uv) =

F(u,v,Clu,nv)

where F is an entire complex function in four variables. Operators satisfying
an equation (F) are called Bourlet operators. Bourlet (1897) stated without
proof the following results of which proofs were supplied by Gy. Targoński
in [1.21]:
If Q satisfies (F) then the equation is of one of the following three types:
(M)

Q(uv) = ^[uQv + vQu]

(D)

£l(uv) — u(Qv + Xv) + v(Clu + Xu) — Xuv

(H)

Q(uv) = A(£lu

— /J,U)(CIV

—

iiv) + fiuv

where A ^ 0, A and /x are suitable constants. Moreover in case (M) the
operator CI has the following explicit form:
(M*)

Qti = Qe • u

If P is the algebra of polynomials of one complex variable, with unit
element, then the operator has the following representation (with an u> £ P
as a parameter).
(D*)

(Qf)(z) = u(z)-^f(z)

-\f{z),

z e C',

(H*)

(Slf){z) = jf[Au(z)]

+ /( ),

z e C.

M

2

[Of course, (M*) now reads: Qf = u>f.]
It is also observed that the equations Qf = k (k £ P) which are linear
differential in case (D*) and linear iterative in case (H*) are then of common
origin. [Bourlet operators were discussed again on the ECIT 92 by L. Berg
(in the real case) (cf. [III.5], 51-54).]
In this period Gyorgy Targoński was also dealing with functional equ
ations, to mention only [1.17], the paper which discusses the relationship
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between continuous iteration, Schroder's equation, the translation equation
and the generalized Chebyshev systems (F„) given by
P +i(x) = R(P (x),x);
n

n

P (x) = x,
x

with a suitable "addition formula" it!.
What is certainly to be mentioned in this context is Targonski's Problem
(1970, cf. [11.12]) on the Pre-Schroder System
(ps)

^/r

= (p/")[r'

new,

connected with the Schroder Equation
(S)

(fof

= \(f

and the later posed problem concerning the Pre-Abel System (1973, cf.
[11.18])
(PA)

n

¥of

= n<pof- (n - l)<p,

n G N,

connected with the Abel Equation
(A)

<pof = <p+l.

Targoński asked whether (PS) and (S) (resp. (PA) and (A)) are equiva
lent. He published two papers on both problems: [1.26] on (PS), joint with
Marek Kuczma; and [1.30] on (PA). The problems attracted the attention of
several other mathematicians in the decade 1975-1985, cf. the survey article
by Professor Zenon Moszner, published in this volume.

Philipps-Universitat Marburg (1974-1998)
In June 1972 the Targonskis returned to Europe, to the good old conti
nent as Gyorgy used to say. He also said very often: I was born here and I
also want to be buried here.
After a year at the Ruhr-Universitat Bochum in 1974, Gyorgy Targoń
ski got a position as Full Professor of Applied Mathematics at the Philipps
University of Marburg. Since 1993 he was Professor Emeritus at this Univer
sity. The professorship at Marburg University was a very successful period of
his life. It was actually "his" university. He enjoyed teaching, research work,
scientific contacts. He was held in high esteem as professor and colleague.
He created there a research school in iteration theory.
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In 1977 Gyorgy Targoński became a German citizen. In 1982 he moved
to Frankfurt to live in a "big" city as he liked to do (recall Berlin, Budapest,
Zurich, London, Geneva, New York), and to be closer to Geneva where his
mother was living.
It is impossible to review here, even briefly, Professor Targonski's results
in iteration theory and related functional equations that he obtained in this
very fruitful 25-year period of his life. However, one cannot omit mention
of his book Topics in Iteration Theory [1.34]. He himself wrote in 1995 (cf.
[1.50]): it is to the best of my knowledge, the first book on iteration theory in
general.
Let us now quote a few sentences from Professor Abe Sklar's review of
the book (published in Bull. (NS) AMS 9 (1983), 345-348):
The treatment of the topics is reminiscent of that in old "Encyklopadie"
articles ... however, Targoński often furnishes proofs. And his discussions,
though brief, are consistently illuminating ... Perhaps the most valuable fe
ature of the book is the presentation of material that would otherwise be
practically inaccessible. This applies to some of the work of the author him
self and his students U. Burkart, R. Graw, and G. Zimmermann. While much
of the work of this "Marburg school" has been published, some of it has not,
or has only appeared in the form of doctoral dissertations ... This also ap
plies to the material on the "Pilgerschritt" transformation in Chapter 4. The
concept ... is due to R. Liedl, who introduced it as a method for obtaining (in
certain cases) an embedding of a function in a family of generalized iterates
by successive approximations ... Professor Targoński has done a great service
for all of us interested in iteration theory.
Professor Targoński always wanted to be up-to-date in iteration theory.
In 1984 he published the paper [1.36] and in 1995 the expository article [1.50]
Progress in iteration theory since 1981. The contents of [1.36] shows, among
others, the problems in iteration theory which remained unsolved since 1984.
We now choose from [1.50] the problem of "phantom iterates" for a
bit more detailed presentation. The problem appears indirectly in Targon
ski's book [1.34] but it was first proposed under this name at the ECIT 84
(cf.p.40]).
The idea is the following.
In general, for a given selfmapping / of a set S there is no mapping g
on 5 such that
(IR)

r

g = f,

r>2.

To find a kind of iterative root of / let us immerse the semigroup of mappings
under composition into a larger semigroup in which (IR) has a solution.
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More precisely, let $ be a family of functions from a set S into a commu
tative algebra A. Under the operations of A applied "pointwise" the family
$ becomes itself a commutative algebra.
If there is a linear transformation U on <& into itself such that
r

u <p = <pof,

<^e$,

then U is called the phantom iterative root (of order r) of / .
In [1.40] phantom iterative roots are found in a special case. With enough
phantom roots one can introduce a continuous phantom iteration group.
We suggest that phantom iterates be called Targoński iterates.

Meetings, scientific visits
Professor Targoński liked to take part in mathematical meetings. He
always wanted to be among the first ones to arrive and the last ones to
leave.
His most important meetings were, of course, the European Conferences
on Iteration Theory. But he also did attend almost all of the thirty six
annual ISFE, originated and organized by Professor Janos Aczel (University
of Waterloo, Canada). He was present on the International Mathematical
Congresses (IMC) in Nice 1970, in Helsinki 1978 and in Zurich 1994, and this
August he intended to take part in the IMC in Berlin. He also participated
in the ICFEI organized by the Institute of Mathematics of the Pedagogical
University of Kraków, in 1991 at Krynica, and in 1995 and 1997 at the
"Geofizyk" in Muszyna-Zlockie.
He was a member of the American Mathematical Society (for almost fourty years, a Life Member since 1994), Bolyai Janos Matematikai Tarsulat,
Deutsche Mathematiker-Vereinigung, London Mathematical Society and
Societe Mathematique Suisse, the Austrian, Canadian, French and Irish ma
thematical societes and of the European Mathematical Society as well as of
the Societe Suisse de Physique and of the European Physical Society.
He was invited for different intervals of time to several research institu
tions and universities in Austria, England, France, Hungary, Italy, Poland,
Spain, Switzerland, in Canada and in the U.S.A.
As a result of Professor Targonski's worldwide contacts there is a long
Ust of his friends, working and personal ones. A good part of them was
present at the ECIT 98. From among others let us mention here Janos Aczel.
Gyorgy often said: from Janos I learned a lot during the last thirty years.
In his Curriculum Vitae Gyorgy Targoński wrote in 1979:
Von 1973 an habe ich eine Zusammenarbeit mit der Forschungsgruppe
Dynamische Systeme der Universitdt Toulouse III (R. Thibault, I. Gumow2 - Annales...
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ski, C. Mira und ihre Mitarbeiter) aufgebaut. Die Gruppe in Toulouse interessiert sich hauptsdchlich fur Anwendungen der Iterationstheorie in Elek
trotechnik, Biologie und Physik.
Professor Christian Mira pointed out at ECIT 98 that Gyorgy essen
tially encouraged him to organize the international conference "Point Map
pings and Their Applications" (Toulouse, September 10-14, 1973) - a pro
totype of the ECIT.
In the "Preface" to [1.36] Gy. Targoński wrote on his sabbatical in 1983:
My visits to Los Alamos National Laboratory, to the La Jolla Institute,
to Washington University (St. Louis) and to McGill University (Montreal)
made me acquainted with many new ideas and problems and involved me in
many enjoyable discussions.
The last and longest of my visits was to the University of Graz. The
warm welcome by Ludwig Reich and his colleagues and associates, their kind
interest in my work and the intelectual atmosphere of the Institute of Ma
thematics made my stay there most pleasant and useful.
Professor Targoński had several research contracts granted by the: US
Air Forces, National Science Foundation, Fonds National Suisse pour la Re
cherche Scientifique, and European Research Projects. Some of them were to
build up contacts and cooperation between mathematicians working on simi
lar fields in different mathematical institutions in Europe (Austria, France,
Germany, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Portugal and Spain).

Doctoral students
Professor Gyorgy Targoński was very proud of his Ph. D. students.
Abe Sklar wrote in a letter sent to the first author in August 1998: as to
his work, I think that, with characteristic self-effacement he would have
said that his most lasting achievements were organization of ECIT, and the
results produced by his students.
The doctors promoted by Professor Targoński are:
1. Gisela Zimmermann, Uber die Existenz iterativer Wurzeln von Abbildungen, 1978.
2. Uhland Burkart, Zur Charakterisierung diskreter dynamischer Systeme,
1978.
3. Reinhard Graw, Uber die Orbitstruktur stetiger Abbildungen, 1978.
4. Sabine Miillenbach, Contribution a Vetude de Viteration fractionnaire
des endomorphismes, 1983.
5. Jiirgen Weitkamper, Konjugation quadratischer Polynome, 1988.
6. Reginald Ferber, Rdumliche und zeitliche Regelmassigkeiten zelluldrer
Automaten, 1988.
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S. Miillenbach was promoted at L'Universite Paul Sabatier de Toulouse,
and the others had obtained their degrees from the Philipps-Universitat Mar
burg. Each of Targonski's Ph. D. students achieved the degree in a relativelyshort time. He took them to conferences where they presented their works.
Results of the first three are reported in the book [1.34]. The last two do
ctors continue research work, J. Weitkamper in Oldenburg and R. Ferber in
Darmstadt.

European Conferences on Iteration Theory
A favourite among Gyorgy Targonski's projects was the initiation and
subsequent organization of all the European Conferences on Iteration The
ory. The first one, not called ECIT yet, was held in Amoneburg, Germany,
May 14-18, 1980. The ECIT 98 was the ninth one. Here we only list the
preceding ECITs by year and place: 1984, Lochau (Austria); 1987, Caldes
de Malavella (Spain); 1989, Batschuns (Austria); 1991, Lisbon (Portugal);
1992, Batschuns (Austria); 1994, Opava (The Czech Republic); 1996 Urbino
(Italy).
There were regularly published Proceedings, alltogether 7 volumes, from
ECIT 84 onwards, cf. Part III of the Bibliography. Professor Targoński was
an editor of the first six volumes, in fact, he was the Managing Editor.
In his last letter, of November 10, 1997, sent to Professors Christian
Mira, Ludwig Reich, Norbert Netzer, Luigi Paganoni, Jaroslav Smital, Claudi
Alsina and Bogdan Choczewski (for information), Gyorgy Targoński indica
ted the ideas of further meetings, writing:
Our program for the next years is fixed: ECIT 98 in Poland, ECIT 2000
in Austria. For ECIT 02 (in 2002) I have personal hope that our Portuguese
friends (who so succesfully organized ECIT 91 in Lisbon) can help again.

Non-mathematical activities
As a Hungarian refugee Gyorgy Targoński worked for a few years since
1957 in the Hungarian Students and Alumni Organization in Exile.
In 1963 he joined the Hungarian Pax Romana (Katolikus Magyar Ertelmisegi Mozgalom) in Exile and started a very active life in the organization.
He was its President for seven years (1967-1974). He also organized the local
Hungarian Pax Romana while he was working in New York. He took part in
the organization of the annual conferences of the Pax Romana movement.
He has given several lectures on these conferences, dealing with relations
between modern sciences and the Catholic church. He had represented the
2 *
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Hungarian Pax Romana with two other members of the movement at the
audience of Pope Paul VI in 1968 in connection with the general Pax Romana
Conference which was held in Rome that year. He belonged to the Board of
Editors of the Hungarian Catholic Quarterly "Merleg" from 1974 to 1986.
Gyorgy Targoński always followed the life story of people who were
victims of some oppressive politics. Through his life he learned to appre
ciate and fight for the freedom of other people. On several occassions he has
given lectures on some subjects concerning political or other problems exi
sting at that time in Hungary under Soviet occupation. He was a supportive
member of the German Chapter of Amnesty International and also suppor
ted the Campaigns for Human Rights of Professor Israel Halperin (Toronto,
Canada).

Polish traces and paths
Gyorgy Targoński was a very devoted Hungarian. But he was also very
proud of his Polish father. When writing to Polish friends he always used the
orthography: "Targoński" of his name, with the - existing only in the Polish
language - vocal "ń" and even was surprised when getting letters from Po
land addressed "Targoński". Once, when visiting Poland, he wanted to find
the place of his noble ancestors. His name comes from the village "Targonie" and the family has the "Kościesza" coat-of-arms. Professor Roman Ger
reported at ECIT 98 that one year he found Targonie, and sent to Gyorgy a
letter with the stamp of a local authority documenting the existence of the
village.
In Poland he had many friends who enjoyed his presence at the conferen
ces held in Poland and his scientific visits to Polish research centres of func
tional equations and iteration theory in Katowice, Kraków, and Bielsko-Biała.
He was in very good and special contacts with Professor Marek Kuczma
(|1991) and his wife Krystyna (tl993). They spent lots of time together. He
enjoyed a one year stay of the Kuczmas in Marburg. Kuczma visited Targoń
ski for the first time in New York City in 1968. Both had a special somewhat
sarcastic humour. They were very good friends indeed. Targonski's fate was
to some extent similar to that of Kuczma, we mean the two strokes each of
them suffered and their dedicated fight against the illness.
Close cooperation and friendship linked Gyorgy Targoński with Marek
C. Zdun. Their common stay in Graz in 1986 resulted in the finishing of the
booklet [1.40] on which they had started to work in 1978 and a major part
[1.33] of which written in 1981, was circulating as a preprint of the Institute
des Hautes Etudes Scientifiques (Bures-sur-Yvette, France). Even after the
second brain injuries at the end of 1992 Gyorgy was thinking of writing a
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joint book with Marek, and already had started to work on the structure of
chapters.
The first author reported when presenting the paper on the ECIT 98:
I had met Gyorgy Targoński for the first time in Waterloo (Canada) on the
7th ISFE, 1969. From that time we used to meet each other on most of
the further ISFE. I had the pleasure of visiting him in Marburg, once when
the Kuczmas were staying there. I always was invited to stay in Gyorgy's
apartment on the 22nd floor in Frankfurt, on my way to Oberwolfach. He
and Joldn were so kind to me at the ECIT 9Ą at Opava in the difficult time
in my life. Gyorgy was an exceptional Man and Friend.

Mathematician, Hungarian, European, and Teacher
Professor Targonski's academic career lasted more than fourty years in
five countries.
He was a very good and beloved teacher. He was willing to to help and
support not only the so-called talented students but also those who had
difficulties with mathematics. His way of teaching and explaining was very
clear and simple. He was very punctual and always kept his time. He often
said: a good mathematician should also be a good teacher. He believed in this
very strongly.
Professor Targoński was a devoted mathematician. Abe Sklar wrote in
the letter already quoted:
My own feeling is that the major significance of his work lies in the pio
neering effort to establish deep connections between seemingly diverse areas
of mathematics. His efforts to link functional equations, iteration theory, and
dynamical systems have borne fruit in ECIT, but his efforts in other direc
tions have not really been followed up. How many functional analysts, for
example, even know of the existence of the paper "Zur KlassiUzierung der
linearen Operatoren auf Funktionenalgebren" [cf. [1.21]], called "extremely
interesting" by M. Kuczma in Math. Reviews 35, March 1968? Similarly,
how many automata theorists know about his lectures [cf. [11.21] and [11.22]]
relating automata and functions? To sum up: I feel that Gyorgy Targonski's
major mathematical legacy lies in the areas he has opened up to fruitful and
well-deserved investigations.
Gyorgy Targoński had an excellent command of Hungarian, German,
English and French (even if he claimed not to know French properly). He was
sorry he had no time and energy to learn Polish. In spite of living so long
outside his country he always considered himself as Hungarian. He loved
Hungary and was very proud of it. He adhered fervently to the idea of a
United Europe. The blue European flag he carried in his luggage from ECIT
to ECIT is a visible sign of this adherence.
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Gyorgy Targoński did not take himself too seriously. But there were
a few things in his life he did take very seriously, to be a mathematician,
to be Hungarian and European. And, in spite of his bad health and other
difficulties in his life, he did not lose his faith in God. Till the last minute
of his life.
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