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Silesian Digital library

● SDL was established in 2006
● Participants-Founders of SDL are Silesian 

Library and Silesian University
● Agreement on co-creation of the SILESIAN 

DIGITAL LIBRARY was signed on 24th October 
2006

● SDL is enabled in the  Polish system of regional 
and institutional digital libraries in the country 
called Digital Libraries Federation 



  

Main mission of SDL 
1) Present online cultural heritage of the area of 
the historical Silesia and the Śląskie (Silesian) 
Voivodeship

2) Publish the scientific property of the region

3) Support teaching and educational activities



  

Terms of Agreement

● Autonomy in the choice of materials for 
digitalization

● Publication via SDL by the participants is free of 
charge

● Members take care of the copyrights



  

Silesian Library's digital 
projects

➢ “Silesian Internet Library of Rare 

Collections“

• Amost 30.000 of publications

• 10 subcollection: graphics, postcards, 

photographs, periodicals etc.



  

➢ Social Digitalization Workshop
•3 full time workers

•Team of 14 volunteers

•About 950 000 of scans

•Volunteers are engaged in the digitization process

•providing training of the new participants



  

SDL and it's resources

 About 140 000 publications available in our digital 

library (100 000 of them came from the Silesian 

Library's collections)

Over 3 000 000 pages digitized only by the 

Silesian Library 



  

Legal documents

„Amts-Blatt der Königlichen Oppelnschen 

Regierung“ 

„Amts-Blatt der Königlichen Breslauschen 

Regierung“



  

Materials related to the industry

 „Statuten und Verhandlungen des Schlesischen 
Fortsvereins“ 

„Statistik des Oberschlesischen Berg-und 
Huttenwerke“



  

Periodicals

● Wochenblatt.pl - concerning the german minority in 
Poland

● Der Oberschlesische Wanderer (Gliwice, 1828-1945)- 
political weekly

● Der Oberschlesier (Katowice, 1869-1945) – daily 
magazine



  

Calendars



  

Photography

Oberschlesische 

Landschaften

Das Schöne 

Oberschlesien



  

Adressbooks

● Adressbuch Gleiwitz
● Adressbuch der Stadt Beuthen



  

Digitization in Silesian Library

● Two workshops, about 25 people involved in 
digitiziation

● Team of volunteers engaged in scanning and 
graphical correction 

● Scanning books in TIFF format
● Archivising TIFF files on disc arrays
● Compressing files to PDF/Djvu



  

Main problems with 
digitization

● Condition of the paper materials (acidic paper)
● OCR Recognition Software and its costs 
● 19th century gothic font 



  

Patricia Popowniak

Social Digitization Workshop of the Silesian 
Digital Library

E-mail: spd.bc@gmail.com
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