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“ O n e  generation  passe.th aw ay arid ano ther genera
tion  com eth .” T hese w ords of th e  W ise M an seem 
to  be bu t a tru ism , b u t th ey  have a very real and 
a very  sorrowful significance to  us when we see those 
who have been our friends, our guides, our counsellors, 
pass aw ay and  leave us in our loneliness. Somehow,, 
as life advances, the ir loss is for the m ost p a rt no t 
th a t  o f single individuals. T h ey  seem to depart from 
us no t so m uch one by  one, when each loss m ight 
be com pensated  b y  the: prese.nce o f those who still 
rem ain, b u t in such quick succession th a t there  
appears to  be a so rt o f s trange conspiracy am ong 
them  which leaves us no b rea th ing-tim e to  recover 
from  our sorrow  before it is renew ed by m issing 
an o th e r fam iliar face from the  circle of those we love. 
So has it been o f la te  w ith the  E ng lish  Province 
o f  the  Society  o f Jesus. O ne generation  of veterans 
is qu ick ly  passing  onw ard, of w hich bu t few are 
now left to  rem ind us th a t th ey  belong to  a little 
com pany  o f noble souls of whom the g rea te r num ber 
have already  gone to th e ir reward. W e have scarce 
recovered from the  loss o f F a th e rs  Christie and 
Coleridge and  T ickell and Jones and  H arper, when 
a  fresh blow falls upon us in the  d eath  of F a th e r 
W ynne, an ideal o f the  E ng lish  C hristian gentlem an,, 
chivalrous, stalw art, large-hearted , generous, ready  to
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sacrifice all th a t was dearest to  him  w hen conscience 
b id  him  ; to  qu it the hom e o f his y o u th  and  th e  
College Fellow ship w hich held  ou t sweet p rosp ec ts  
o f a life o f cultured  lu x u ry  and  gentlem an-like  ease. 
A nd  am ong those who lived in close con tac t w ith 
him  after he had  en tered  th e  Society  of Jesus, who 
is there  who will no t rem em ber F a th e r  W ynne w ith 
h ea rty  affection and fond regret ?

Y et this was bu t the harb inger of a fresh sorrow. 
A n o th e r of those who fought in the  front ran k s has 
left in desolation and  bereavem ent a large circle b o th  
w ithin and  w ithout the  religious body  to  w hich he 
belonged. T h e  sudden d ea th  o f F a th e r  M orris has 
been a severe blow to all m em bers, b o th  h igh and 
low, of the  C atholic C hurch in E ng land . H e  was 
well know n and g rea tly  respected, bo th  w ith in  and  
w ithout it, for his rem arkable  historical know ledge, 
his w onderful faculty  of persevering in te llec tual 
labour, his vast sto re  of accurate  and  varied infor
m ation, his in tim ate  know ledge o f all th a t  re la ted  to  
the  ritual and cerem onies o f th e  Church, and  his 
clear and  a ttrac tive  lite ra ry  style. If  he was respected  
for his intellectual gifts, he was loved, and  fondly 
loved, for his noble m oral nature. H e  had  an e x tra 
o rd inary  g ift o f counsel, th a t m ade him  the  tru sted  
adviser of all who knew  him. H is sing le-m inded  
devotion to his friends and unsw erving lo y a lty  to  
them , his tender-hearted  gentleness and  kindness, and  
above all, his unaffected hum ility , and  his loyal and  
unquestion ing  obedience to  all those in au thority , 
were also signal features in his character. O f all his 
virtues, th is last was perhaps the  m ost pronounced. 
F a th e r M orris had a very in tense m ilita ry  spirit. H e
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w as a soldier b y  nature , and  he rejo iced— we m igh t 
a lm o st say  revelled— in the  m ilita ry  sp irit of b lind  
obedience th a t the  Society  o f Jesus inculcates in 
her sons. H e  was na tu ra lly  a very  s trong  m an w ith 
a  very  s trong  will and  a very  keen intellect, and  this 
s tren g th  ex h ib ited  itself in all its chastened  in tensity  
in his life in the  Society. H e  was a living p roo f th a t 
so far from Jesu it obedience involving any  slavish 
subserviency or destroy ing  the  force and  ind iv iduality  
o f  the  character of those w ho practise  it, it is found 
m ost perfect and  in its fullest developm ent in the  
s trong  and  no t in the  weak, in the  m an o f in tellectual 
force, no t of in te llectual feebleness, in the  determ ined 
and  resolute, no t in those easily  led and of a na tu ra lly  
p lian t will.

I t  was im possible for any  one to be for even a 
sho rt tim e in F a th e r M orris’ com pany w ithout being 
im pressed  by his strength . H is w ords were listened 
to  instinctively  by  all who heard  them , and  alw ays 
carried  w eight even w ith those who held a different 
opinion from his own. H is acuteness and incisive 
pow er w ere no less rem arkable  th an  his strength . 
Fie was as sharp  as a needle in seeing the  general 
bearing  of any  question subm itted  to him. N o one 
ever advanced m ore rap id ly  from prem iss to  con
clusion, or gathered  up the  th reads o f an argum en t 
w ith  g rea te r quickness. Y et his rap id  inferences 
were never hurried , and he sim ply w orked ou t in a 
few m om ents w hat required a long process of th o u g h t 
in the slow er in telligences o f o rd inary  men. T h is 
m ental speed was helped no t a little  by the  a sto n 
ishing readiness and  accuracy o f his m em ory. H e  
never forgot any th ing , and, unlike m ost men o f
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abnorm al re ten tive power, was able to  give to  each 
fact its due im portance, and to  see the relation 
betw een th e  vast assem blage o f details th a t were ever 
read y  to  p resen t them selves ju s t as he needed them  
in his m ental field of vision. A  strik ing  in stance  
o f  his keen insigh t in to  difficult questions occurred 
while he was Professor a t St. B euno’s. In  one o f th e  
cases o f conscience w hich have to  be solved by  the  
s tu d en ts  there, the  solution tu rned  on som e very  n ice 
p o in t connected w ith the  privileges g ran ted  to  a 
certa in  convent of nuns. W hen the  solutions had 
been read, the p residen t o f the case gave his decision 
in a speech th a t carried w ith it all present. I t  w as 
well argued and  a fine piece of rhetoric, and  the 
g rounds given for his opinion seem ed unassailable. 
T h e  n e x t d ay  F a th e r M orris, who had  been present,, 
gave his usual lecture on the  points th a t had  been 
raised th e  previous day. O ne by  one he g en tly  bu t 
m ost unequivocally  disposed o f each and  all o f the  
reasons given for the  solution, and  before his lecture 
w as over had  com pletely  reversed, by  argum en ts 
q u ite  indisputable, and  to  the satisfaction of every 
m em ber of his class, the  conclusion th a t had been 
arrived at.

B ut in th e  o rder of n a tu re  F a th e r M orris’ in te l
lectual pow er and g rea t m oral gifts were only  
th e  se ttin g  th a t rendered  m ore b rillian t his super
n a tu ra l v irtue and the  m oral beau ty  o f his character. 
H e  invariab ly  th rew  h im self w ith all his force on the 
side of au th o rity  in any  question th a t p resen ted  itself. 
T h is  was especially strik ing  on account of his singular 
independence o f m ind and  the jealous care w ith  w hich 
he alw ays defended the righ ts of the  individual to  his
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ow n opinion w here there  was no u tte rance  of th e  
C hurch th a t was clearly  infallible. H e  hated  m ini
m izing, an d  used to  dwell w ith  g rea t earnestness on 
th e  m istaken policy o f “ paring  down ” the doctrines 
o f  the  C hurch for the  sake o f rendering  the accep t
ance  o f her teach ing  m ore easy to  those who are  
w eak in faith. H e  was a perfect instance, so far as 
a n y th in g  hum an  can be perfect, o f the  ju s t p ropor
tions w ith w hich a fearless independence of thought, 
an d  liberty  of opinion in th ings doubtful, can be 
u n ited  w ith  a resolute sp irit o f obedience, a m ost 
in tense  and unfaltering  personal loyalty  to those 
who speak  in th e  nam e o f God, and w ith the m ost 
abso lu te  subm ission o f the  individual judg m en t 
w henever there  are p resen t undoub ted  m arks of the
infallible voice of the  C atholic C hurch speaking
th ro u g h  her appo in ted  representatives.

In sp ite  o f all his gifts, never was there  a man 
o f g rea te r sim plicity , or one m ore hum ble and 
unpretend ing . H e was alw ays ready, am id the
press o f th e  m ost im portan t business, to  find tim e 
for any  one who desired to  consult him , and the 
gen tleness and patience w ith which he listened to  
those in troub le  and perp lex ity , have healed the 
w ounds and  assuaged th e  sorrows o f m any a heart 
th a t was w ell-nigh broken. H e  was w onderfully 
considerate, and  in his tender sym pathy  m ade 
th e  troubles of others his own, and seem ed to 
iden tify  h im self w ith  them  even while th ey  w ere 
conscious all the  tim e th a t he was for them  a strong  
support, firm as a rock, on whom  they  could im 
p lic itly  rely. H e had  a g rea t dread of being
feared, and  used to  reg re t a certain  sternness o f
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■exterior th a t  m ade the  superficial looker-on th ink  
th a t  he was severe. F o r he was the  very  reverse 
o f severe, the  g en tlest and  the  k indest o f m en, and  
m ost gen tle  and  kind to  those who knew  him  best.

T h is was one o f th e  m ost rem arkab le  tra its  o f 
F a th e r  M orris’ character, and  is the  h ighest praise 
th a t  can be bestow ed on any  one, th a t it was his 
in tim ates, those who were b ro u g h t into th e  closest 
and  nearest connection w ith  him  day  by  day, who 
loved and  esteem ed him  the  most. M ost m en 
reveal to  the  m em bers of the ir own com m unity  
certain  w eaknesses and  pettinesses h idden  from  the  
ou te r world. N o t so F a th e r M orris. H e  could bear 
close inspection, and  such inspection only  discovered 
fresh virtues. H e  was alw ays the  same. H e  was 
rem arkab ly  ex em p t from the  m ere changes and 
variations to  w hich even the best m en are  subject. 
N o need to  stud}'' tim e and  place to  obtain  from 
him w hat you desired. M orning, noon, or n ight, 
w hen he was well or w hen he was ailing, w hen he 
was full o f business or when com paratively  a t leisure, 
there  was the  sam e firm, friendly, reliable, co nstan t 
kindness, the  sam e flow o f in teresting, edifying, 
charitab le  conversation, the  sam e readiness to  help, 
the  sam e hum ble acceptance o f an y  suggestion from 
those who were obviously and  confessedly his in 
feriors, the sam e ju st, equable, fair-judging, keen- 
sigh ted  appreciation  of all th a t was in teresting  and  
im p o rtan t in the world around.

O f his inner life we canno t a ttem p t to  speak  
in a slight sketch  like this. H app ily  there  rem ain 
notes, serm ons, re treats, lights in prayer, w hich give 
us som e little  insigh t into the  beautifu l soul from
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w hence th ey  sprang. B u t th ey  are scarcely needed ; 
for an ex te rio r so con stan tly  edifying as his, was 
o f  necessity  th e  p roduc t o f an in terior holiness o f  
very  high type. I t  was im possible for any  one to  
hold  confidential converse w ith him  w ithout having 
his tone and  s tan d ard  raised thereby. T here  was. 
such a continual elem ent o f the  supernatu ra l under
ly ing  and  runn ing  th rough  his o rd inary  ta lk — not 
ou tw ard ly  expressed, bu t p resen t none the  less ; not 
p u t forward, b u t all th e  m ore influential because kept 
in the  background.

B ut while he raised the  tone o f all, he had a  
special gift o f lead ing  on to  perfection holy  souls 
who desired to  devote them selves w holly to  the  
h igher service of the ir Lord. H ow  m any good 
R eligious w ho owe th e ir vocations to  him  will 
th an k  him  in H eaven  to  all e te rn ity  ! H ow  m any 
are  indebted  to  him  for having  led them  on to  a 
san c tity  to  w hich th ey  would never have a tta ined  
w ithou t him  ! H ow  m any bo th  in the  cloister and 
in the world has he rebuked, exhorted , w arned, 
encouraged, w ith such a p ru d en t ju d g m en t and 
such a clear perception  of the ir needs, th a t from 
th e ir first experience o f his guidance and his u n 
w earied kindness and wise counsel they  becam e his 
faithful and  devoted  friends for ever ! A nd of these 
faithful and  devoted friends he had  m any indeed. 
I t  would be difficult to  find a man in E n g land  who 
has left behind him, I do not say m ore friends, bu t 
m ore who felt and will feel all their lives through, 
th a t th ey  owe him  a deb t o f g ra titu d e  th a t they  can 
never repay, th a t he has built up the life of th e ir  
Souls as only  a m aster builder could build it, and
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has raised them  nearer to H eaven w ith the  pow erful 
h and  of one who h im self lived near to  God and  drew  
from  H im  th a t  supernatu ra l s tren g th  w hich he was 
ab le  to  com m unicate to  the  souls o f others.

F a th e r M orris died, as he h im self had alw ays 
w ished, in th e  m idst o f his work. T h e  day  before 
his d ea th  he had  been busily  engaged  with the  L ife 
o f  C ardinal W isem an, to  which he had for som e 
m onths p ast devoted h im self alm ost exclusively. H e  
was then ap p aren tly  in excellen t h ea lth  ; b righ t, 
active, cheerful, and  full o f energy. On S u n d ay  
m orning  he read ou t to  tw o o f th e  F a th e rs  som e 
notes of the  serm on he had  p repared  for th e  eleven 
o ’clock M ass, and afterw ards paid  a long-prom ised 
visit to  th e  lay -b ro ther in the  kitchen, inqu iring  
ab o u t the  stove, the  cooking, the  dom estic a rran g e
m ents generally. H e  then  w ent down to the  church, 
tak in g  for his te x t  the w ords o f our L ord  from  the  
Gospel, “ W hose im age and inscription is this ? ” H is 
serm on was a m ost in te resting  one, full o f fire and  
an im ation . H e  had finished a long in troduction  on 
the  various parables and  sayings of our L ord  d u rin g  
th e  first th ree  days o f H o ly  W eek. A ll the  incidents 
were narra ted  w ith strik ing  m inuteness and  precision, 
an d  in dealing  w ith the  sto ry  of the  tribu te -m oney  
he illustra ted  the  relations of the  Jew s to  th e  R om ans 
from those o f m odern nationalities. H e was ju s t 
en te rin g  on the  w ords . by w hich our L ord  baffled 
H is crafty  assailants, w hen, he m ade a long pause, 
began again to  repea t w ith g rea t difficulty the  w ords : 
“ R ender to  C æ sar the  th ings th a t  are C æ sar’s, and  
to  God the th ings th a t are G od’s,” and  then  fell 
backw ard in to  the  arm s of one of the  congregation



Father John Morris.

w ho had  hastened  up the  pu lp it steps to  his assist
ance. H e  was carried  in to  the  sacristy, bu t by  the 
tim e th a t he was laid on the  floor he was qu ite  dead.

T h e  dea th  o f F a th e r  M orris has left a b lank  
in m any a heart, a gap  th a t never can be filled. 
H e  possessed th a t gift w hich belongs m ore specially  
to  men of personal holiness : the  gift of dealing  w ith 
each  as if th a t individual was his g rea test friend on 
earth . In  th is there  was no unreality , no effort to  
show  a friendliness he did no t feel. H is was the  
superna tu ra l friendliness of one who regarded  all 
as rep resen tatives of our L ord, and w orthy  o f  being 
so trea ted . O ne of the  m any  beauties o f his 
character was the  pow er th a t he possessed o f thus 
idealizing his friends. H e  honoured them  each and 
all so highly, and  loved to  praise and  ex a lt them  in 
th e ir  absence. M any indeed there  are who, as th ey  
stood a t his grave or read the  news o f his death , 
cried ou t in their hearts, with the  w riter o f th is little  
notice,— О truest, and kindest, and m ost loyal of 
friends, powerful in w ord and  work, p ru d en t and 
p a tie n t counsellor, m odel p riest and exem plary  
R eligious : “ how  a rt thou  num bered  am ong the  
children  of God, and th y  lo t is am ong the  sain ts ! ”
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