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Summary

Marek Bernacki’s book 4nd He Led Me Out From the Land of Urlo: Sketches About Czestaw
Mitosz’s Works (2005) [“Wyprowadzit mnie z Ziemi Ulro”. Szkice o twdrczosci Czestawa
Mitosza (2005)] contains a number of texts devoted to the writing of one of the most
outstanding Polish poets of the twentieth century. His literary oeuvre can be compared to the
literary achievements of his great predecessors in the history of Polish literature: Jan
Kochanowski and Adam Mickiewicz.

Bernacki’s book was written over the period of almost twenty years that began at the
moment of the author’s fascination with Mitosz’s essayistic The Land of Urlo (“Ziemia
Ulro™), which, as Bernacki wrote in a letter to Czeslaw Mitosz, “he devoured with a flush on
his cheeks, a pencil in his hand and in a state of a spiritual euphoria which always
accompanies us when we read texts that harmonize with our spiritual needs, moods and
expectations.”

The sketches collected in Bernacki’s volume reflect the ways which, from a variety of
directions, led the author to the essence of Milosz’s poetic imagination. They constitute, thus,
a kind of chronological record of an intellectual and spiritual initiation which began over
twenty years ago and continues until today. As professor Aleksander Fiut (UJ) writes in his

editorial review:

“Marek Beracki’s book can be read as a diary of a reader’s adventure which has lasted for
almost twenty years. The collected sketches constitute a series of illuminations and initiations
in which the reviews of a number of the poet’s collections of poetry (e.g. Unattainable Earth
[“Nieobjgta ziemia”] and Facing the River [“Na brzegu rzeki’]), interpretations of particular
poems (Love [“Mitos¢], You Who Wronged [“Ktory skrzywdzites”], Gift [“Dar”], Why?
[“Dlaczego?”] and 4rs Poetica? among others) as well as the novel The Issa Valley [“Dolina
Issy”], end the ambitious attempts at both synthetic and extensive analyses devoted to the
issue of the epiphanic and the poet’s attitude toward Polish religiousness. This collection of
sketches dedicated to a variety of genre and manifold addressees undoubtedly displays
Bemacki’s excellent knowledge of Mitosz’s oeuvre, his interpretative skills and an ability to

write about difficult works in an intelligent, vivid and engaging way.”
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