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I TheEpiftlcDedicatory.

World: Irefolued to make tryall of my forces in 
the contexture of our ownc Hi story, ix hic h for 
that it lay difperfed in confufed pecce s,hat h beene 
much defireci of many ; and held to be ferne ble- 
mijh to the honor of our Country ,to cerne be hinde 
ot her Nations in this kinde , when neyther in 
magnificence ofState,glory ofactio», or abilities 
ofnature ywe are any way inferior to them.Nor is 
there any Natio, w hoffe Anceßors haue doně more 
worthy things.both at home and abroad-, ejfecial- 
ly for matter of war.Ior fince the Romans, no one 
people halb foughtfo many batt ailes proff er oufly. 
And therefore out oft he tender remorffe, tofee 
thefe men muchdefrauded oftheirglory fo deerly 
bought, and their affaires confufedly deliuered, I 
was drawne ( though the least ab le for fuch a 
workejto make this aduenture: which howffbtuer 
it proue -.Willy et (hew the willingneffe I haue to 
doe my Countrey the bett feruice l could 5 and 
per hap s ,bymy example induce others of bet ter 
abilities, to vndergoe the fame. In the meane 
time, to draw out a fmall fubltance of fo huge a 
maffe, as might haue femething of the vertue of 
the w ho le^could not befut an extra Elson worthy 
thepaines, feeingitconcernes themmoEi toknow 
the generali affaires ^/England 5 who haue leaH 
leajure to read them.

And the bet ter to fit their vje, 1 haue made 
choyce to deliuer only thoffe affaires of aclsonfhat 
moß concern the go»ernwent:diuiding my worke 

into



The Epiftle Dedicatory.

into three Seftions, according to the Periods 
of t hofe Ages that brought forth the most re- 
mar kable changes : And eu ery Se Tl ion into three 
Bookes. Whereof the first,briefly relates the va­
rions mutations ofState.plantation andfupplan- 
tat ion of the in habitants in the chief edi part of 
this tfle y before the comming ofthe Norman.T/e 

fécond booke contains the lifeand Raigne of Wi 1- 
liam the firft. The third, thefuccefsion of Wil­
liam thefécond, Henry the firft, and Stephan. 
And this part 1 haue bere doně.

The fécond Section begins with Henry the fé­
condythefiril oftheroyallfamily of Plantagenet, 
centaines the hues offour et eene Princes of that 
Line y and takesvp 3 ^y.yeares. A ftace oftime 
that yeeldsvs aview of a wider ententof Domi­
nion yby the accefsion of a thirdpart of France to 
theCrowneofLn^nât more matter of action, 
withagreater magnificence y and glory of State 
then euer :intermixt with ftrange varieties and 
tûmes of Fortune: the inflammation of threeci- 
uill warreSybefîdes popular insurrections : the de- 
pofing offoure Kings ,andfine vfurpationsťwhich, 
in the endfo rent the State,as all the glory offor- 

; raine greatnejfe,which that line brought y expired 
' withitfelfe..
I The third Se Tl ion centaines the Çaccefsion of 
fine Sotteraigne Princes of the Line of T ewdor^ 
andtheJpaceof I zty.yeares. A time not ofthat 
virilitie as the former fout more fubtile, and let

3 ont
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out into wider notions, and holder difcoueriesof 
what lay hidden before. A time wherein began a 
greater improucment of the Soueraigntie, and 
more came to beeffeffed by voit tben the [werd: 
Eijuall andiufl incounters,of State, and State in 
forces, and of Prince,and Prince in (uffciency. 
The opening of a new World, whtch ftrangely al­
ter ed the manner of this, inhancing bot b the rate 
of ail things, by the induction of infinite Trea- 
[ure^ opened a wider way totorruptioyxherby 
Princes got much without their fwerds-.Protecři- 
ons, & Confédérations to counterpoyfe, andpre- 
uent ouer-growing pewers, came to bee maintai- 
nedwithlargerpenfions. Leidger Ambaffadors 
firfi inployed abroadfor intelligences. Common 
Banks erected to ret urne and furmfhmoneys for 
thefebufineffes. Befidesftrange alterations in the 
State Ecclefiafiicall : Religion brought fort h 
to bee an Actor in the greateß Defignes of 
Ambition and I action. To conclu de, a time flo- 
red with ail varie lie of accidents fit for exam­
ple , and infiruclion. This is the fcope of my 
defigne.

And this 1 addreffe toyou, my Noble Lord, not 
onely as a teßimony ofmy gratitude for the hono­
rable regardyou haue taken of mee : but alfo in 
refpeclyou being now a pubhkeperfon, and ther- 
h ingtged in the State of England, as well as 
incorporated into the Body thereof, may here 
learnejby the obferuance of affaires pafiffor that, 

Reafon
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Realen is fît engt hned bp the jucceffie of example 
(te iadge the righter of thingsprefent :And wtth~ 
ail, that heeretn, pou, feeing many precedents of 
Juch as hauerunneeuen and direct courfes, like 
your owne ( kowfoeuer theJucceJje was ) neuer 
Wantedglory, map therby be comforted to cotinue 
this way ofintegrity, and of being a iujł Jeruant 
both to the King and the Kingdome : nor can there 
bee a bett er teflimonie to the World of pour owne 
worth, then thatyou loue and cherijh the famę, 
(wherejoeueryoufinde it ) in ot her s.

And ifby your handit may come to thefight of 
his Royall Maiefiie,whofie abilities of nature are 
Juch, as whatjoeuer cornes within his knowledge 
is prejently ’vnder the dominion oj his iudge- 
ment, I (hall thinke it happy : and though in it 
felje, it(hall not be worthy his le a furę, y et will it 
bee much to the glorie of his Reigne, that in his 
daiestherewas atrue Hifiorywritten : a liberty
proper onely to Common-wealths, and neuer per­
mit ted to Kingdomes, but vnder good Princes. 
Vpon which libertie notwithftanding I will not 
'vfurpefiut tread as tender lie on the graues of his 
magnificent Progenitors, as pofsiblp Ican : Know- 
ing there may (in a kind)beLxia Maieftas, euen 
agam fl dead Princes, dnd as in reucrece to them, 
I wili deliuer not hing but what is fit for the 
World to know,fo through the whole work, I will
make confidence that it Jhall know nothing but 
(Asfaithfully as Icangather it) Truth -.protefling 

herein
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heerein to haue no othcr pafsion^ then the sbeale 
thereoft nor to hołd anyflnbborne opinion, 

but lyable to fubmifsion and 
better information.

Your Lordflups tocommand.

Samvel Danyel.

ř•
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BOOKE OF THE
Hiftory oíEngland.

Li®.!. I í

CONTAYNING

A BRIEF RELATION OF THE 
State of this Land,from thefirft knowledge 

we haue thereofto the comming of 
WIL14 a M the Norman.

Intend by ehe liclpe of 
God > and yoar furthe- 
rance my Noble Lord, 
Vifconnt Rocheßer^o write 
a briefe Hiftory of the 

tempo- 
England, eípecially 

from thecomming of theNorman to the end
ofthe line oílewdor. A worke I know great,
and difficult ,being toberaiíed of many ícatte- 
red peeces,variable and vneertaine relationsof 
ciracs,diueríly,affefted : wherein >notwithftan- 

B ding,
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V

ding, Ivow to bec of no other fide, then of 
Trm h,or as nccre truth-iikelinefle as lpoisibly 
can gct. Nor willptoduccanything, butouc 
ófthebcft approued Monuments domeßicall 
and famine. Holding it an impietie to mil- 
faihion the memotie of ttmes paft, and lute 
them to our prefenr łiking, and diicourleror 
to mii-lcadc the crcdulitre of men, by making 
vp the opinionof Antiquicie, with improba- 
bilities ,conlidering we are not fotyed to ftand 
to the famę of things, as to fuffer ourvnder- 
ftinding co bce abuied : noryec io freed, to 
traffieque , all vpon our owne coniedures, 
withouteuftome oftradition : or ío to vnder- 
valew the diicretion of former times, as if 
ours wereofa greater dimenfron : andperemp- 
torily to cenfure thole aćtions , whoiecaulcsr 
and couniels we know nor, hauing nothihg but 
thccuentSjasdead carcaflcs, to. ibew vś what 
their lining motions wcrc.

And though I hada deitre tohauedcduced 
this Breuiarie, fiom thebeginning of the firft 
Briiiih Kings , as they arc regiftred in their 
Catalogue , yct finding no authendcall war­
rant how they came therc, I did put off that 
defire with theïe conirderations : That aleffer 
part of time , and better knowne, was more 
thea ynough for my abilnie r and it was b«t 
our curiofitie. to fèarch further baçke into 
titnespaftrthen wee migkcweli dilcerne,aad 
_______________________ _ whcreof
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whereof wee could neyther haue proofe nor 
profit rhow che bcginnings of all peoplc, and 
fíaces węre as vnccrtaineas che heads of great 
Riucrs : and could not adde co our vertue, and 
peraduenture litcle co our réputation coknow 
thcm. Confidering how commonly they rile 
from che fprings of pouertie, pyracie, rob- 
berie , and violence, how ioeuer fabulons 
Writcrs, to glorifie their Nations, ftriue to 
abuiè che credulicie of afeer ages wich heroy- 
call or miraculous beginnings: Sceing States, 
as men, are euer bett lèene, when they are vp, 
and as they are, not as they were. Bciïdes, ic 
iecmes, God in his prouidencc, co checke our 
preiùmption , wraps vp all things in vncer- 
taintie , barres vs out from long anciquitie, 
and boundes our fearches within the com- 
paffe of a few ages,as if thelame were fuffî- 
oient, both for example, and inftruâion, co 
the gouernment of mon. For had we thepar- 
ricularoccurrentsof all ages, and ail Nations, 
it might more ftuffe, but not bercer our vn- 
derftanding. Wee lhali find ftill che lame cor- 
refpondencics to hold in the aćłions of men : 
Virtuesand Vices the iàmc, chough rifing and 
fàlling, according to the worch, or weakenefle 
of Gouernors : the caules of the ruines, and 
mu cations of States cobealike: and rhetrayne 
of affaires,carriedby precedent,in a courte of 
Succelsion vnder like coulors.

B 2 But
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Butyecfor chat the chaîne of this bufineflc 
hnth a linke of dcpcndanciewith thofe former 
rimes, wee (hall (hew thepallàgcofthings the 
bctter^fwetakebutafuperficiall view,of thac 
wide, and vncertainely rclated State ofthis 
Land, fince the candie of letters gaue vsfome 
littlelight thereof. Which was, fince thcAö- 
mans made it a tributary Prouince to their 
Empire. Forbefore, as it lay fecluded out of 
thc way^iôit (cemed outof the knowledge of 
thc world. For lulim C<tjar, being but on the 
otherfide,inGa»Ze, could not attaine to any 
particular information ofthe State ofBritayne > 
by any meanes hc could vfe, but by certaine 
Merchants ( of whom hce got together as ma­
ny as he could )who toldc hirn fomething of 
the coaft-townes, but of theftateand conditi­
on of thein-dwcllers, they could lây nothing , 
eytherïô incurioas werethey of further know­
ledge then what conccrn’d their trade, or the 
pcopleheere ib wary, to keepe their fiate re- 
ferued,and vnknown to ftrangers. And yet C-*-  
Jar gaueont, that they fub-ayded the Gaules a- 
gainft him , and made it thc occafion of his 
quarrell, and inuafion of the Land, whereof he 
onely fubdued thcSouth parts, and rather ihe- 
wed itjthcn won it, to thc Roman Empire.

But now what was the State and forme of 
Gouernmcnt among the Britaines before this 
fubicftion?Thefirfi certaine notice wee haue 

is
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i s allo by che iameQ/ir, who tels vshow rhey 
werc deuided i nto many ïêucrall States: nomi 
nates foure Princes of Kent by ehe title of Kings: 
how Cajjeuillaunui, by thc common counícll 
was eleéfcd, in this cheir publicque daunger, 
to haue the principall adminiftracion of the 

: State, wich the bufineíTe of warrc : and after- 
ward how the Cicics ícnt their hoftagesvnto 
him. Whercby we perceiue ic was no Monar­
chie , as it isreported co haue becnc , but likc tO' 
the Gaules, with whom ic was then , one in Re- 
ligion^md much alikcin faíhion and language, 
deuided into a mulcicude of peteie régi­
ments , wichouc any intire rule ,or combina- 
cion. As now,we fee all chcWeft world (lately 
diícoucred ) co bee , and gencrally all ocher 
countriesare, in their firft and naturallfrccna- 
kcdnesjbefore they come co be eaken in,either 
by lome prédominant power from abroad, or 
grow toa head, wichin thcmíclues-, of ftrength 
and vnderftanding , to ouermaifter, and diG 
pole of all about chem i introducing fuch 
formes of rule, as ambition, or cheir ocher ne- 
ccfsicies lhal beget.And foch was then che Scate 
GÍBritayne, Gaule, Spatné, Germanie, and 
allthe Weft partes of Europe, beforc the Ro­
mans (ouergrowing firft the people of Italy, 
inlike manner deuided)did by ftrength, and; 
eunning vnlockc thofe liberties of theirs. And 
foch as were then termed Kings ywcre buc as*

B j their
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CtfCimmtnt,

Complarei funt 
apud eatdomi- 
nationti Siubo.
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their Generals in warre , widiout any other 
grcat iuriidiâion, wichin thoiè fmall limits 
they held. So thac to cell vs of the ftate of a 
Monarchie in this Land, (before chac cime, ) 
as if alone vnlike, or more in State thenall o- 
ther nations, istogiue entertaineinenctothofe 
narrow conccics as aprrehend not che pro­
greffes in the affaires of mankind, and onely 
theinoention of fuch as take ail their reafbn 
from the example and tdeaof the prêtent Cu- 
ftomcsthey teein vie. For hadtherebeenc an 
abiolute Monarch in thete parts, which might 
haueaffrontcd the Romans, with the power 
ofa well-vnited State, it had bccneimpossible 
for them (hauingoftentimes much to do euen 
with fome poore Prince ofa fmall tcrritory) 
to haue circumucnted or confounded , with 
ail their ftratagems, and iniuftice, the peace and 
libertie of theworld, in iîich ibrtas they did. 
And though the Britayncs were then iimple 
and had not that firc-brand of Ierters,yettee- 
medthey moreiuft and honeft, and brought 
forth on the Stage of aflàon, men as magna- 
nimous, and touche with as truc a tence ofho- 
nourand worchineflè, as themielues. But ha- 
uingno firme combinements tochaynethem 
together in their publique dangers, they lay 
loole to the aduanrage of the common ene­
my , working vpon the factions, and émulati­
ons, vfuall toiùchdiuifions, and wcrc made 

the
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Cic.inE^ad^ít-. 
tictivn fbt beji 
Brrtannici exitil 
expeflarijcnbib*  
nullius ex ea 
ípim pr&d<£r iß 
ex man ci pij s, ait. 
ex qubus nullo h 
pufr tsjrteris^ 
aut mtficu (r*-  
ditosexpeflare.

Et l:b de 
De or uns taris

• in^enio GaVorü 
' partim fimdw-

licioreis
vtf bar b art Stru-

thernftraments of chekowne fohiećhon : for 
whilft euery one defendcd thcm apart, the 
w hole was ouercomc.

‘ Sochat with whac crédit, tlic accoumpt of 
[ aboue a thonfand ycares from Brute i& Catfe- 
utliaunits, in alineof abtolute Kings, can bec 
cleared,! doc notice, and therefore will kaue 
h on the bookcto-inchas will bee crédit ors, 
according roche iubftancc of cheirvnderftan- 
ding. Audycc, kcme crâne pardon, leaft be- 
ingbuttoreport, I might keme tocomcnd, 
if I make this inquiry : bow the memorie of 
thoie former cimes, came to be preièrued and- 
deliuered copoitericy, if they had not the vie 
of lèttcrs in this Land ( as icièemcs byafl pro­
babilité they had not ) before they wcrc in- 
troduccd by ehe Romans, who lure would 
hanegiuenvs notice chercof, hadthey found 
them hecreat cheir comming , and cipccialły- 
ofSchoolcsand ehe Greeke tongue, reported 
tohanc beene planted heere for many âges be­
fore : but they teîlvs ofno lüch thing: they in­
forme vs how the Druides, whowere ehe mi- 
nifters of Religion and- luftice , the efpeàall
menof knowledge,committcd notthtirmifie- ^iat, 
ries to writing, but deliuered chem by tradi- M
non,, whcreby the memory of ehern alter;
their fupprefsion ( firft by (_^«g«/?wr,and afeer funt- 
bvClaudia} camewholly topcrilhwiththem. 
Whicbhad they hadkttersana bookes, could 4.

neuer i
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And itwas af- 
tcrtbc fubie- 
ftion of Gaule 
that thcy inter- 
tayned Pliilo- 
fophers, and 
PhyGtions for 
publique Rea­
dings, and bc- 
camea fchoolc 
for thofe parts, 
as wemayper- 
ceiuc by Strabo 
tiba.

neuer by all the power and authoritic of the 
Koman Srace,bceneldvtcerlyexcinâ, bucchac 
wee ihould haue heard fbmeching more of 
rhem.

Befides.icisftrangehowrhe Greeke tonguc, 
and che knowledge of Philofophy, (hould bc 
broughc hicherfofarreoff, andfo ibone,feeing 
itwas lace, as Liny fiith, before ic came into 
Zfd/žř,being fo neerc ac hand. Moreouer, ic is 
confiderable , how it madę that cranfmigra- 
tion,whetherby ScaorLand: by Sea, Hercu- 

hadice Piilars that ihut vp the world,ma­
ny ages afcer for pafsing that way. If by Land, 
Germanie, and other Countrics on thaefide, 
would hauctakenfome part in the pafsing: buc 
Germanie then, wee finde had no lettcts at all. 
Oncly Merfeilles*aColonieę£ che Grcekcs be- 
ing in the mid-way ,mighcbea gate co lec it in- 
toG<í«/ť,andíc>hicher: buc thcy lây che Mer- 

feillans vícd onely Greeke Charaćłcrs at firfi 
bucforchcirpriuate accoumpts and contrats 
in traffiquc,and no ocherwife : So thatic feemes 
then, cheBritaynes receiucd firftletters ( with 
their fiibicćłion ) fromthe Romans*  and A gri­
lla Præfeft of the Prouince vnder Domitian 
cauiêd rhem heere co bc taughc, ^Cornelius 
Tacitus ( his ibnne in lawę ) reports vpon chis 
‘‘occafion. Adnicewastaken (laich he) that the 

people difperfed*  rude, and fo*  apt to rébellion * 
“fbonld lu inured to eafe and quiet by their plea- 

lurts:
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“ Jures : and therforethey exhortedpriuatelyi& 
“ aided them publikelypo tbe building ofTemple s, 
e‘ Bourfes, Palaces -, commending whome they 
“foundforward, andcorrccting thevnwilling) 
(iJo that the émulation of honour was for ne- 
“cesfitie : then they ca^fed the principall mens 
“ fonnes tobe taught the liber ail Sciences, extol- 
‘‘lingtheirwits for learmng, abo ne the Gaules, 
“ info much that they, who latelyfcorned the Ro- 
“ man tangue, now defiredéloquence. Herevpon 
“ grew our habits in honor, theGownefrequent, 
il and by degrees a generali collapfoninto thofe 
“foftnings of vices ; faire houfes, bathes and 
“ dehcate banquets, and that, by the ignorant, 
“ was termed humanitie, when it was a part of 
“Jèruitude.Thus farre hcacquaints vswith the 
introdućłion, and cauic ofthe ÄiW4»lcarning 
in this Land. Which had it had the Greeke 
tongue, (b many hundred yeares before, would 
hauebeencas forward in the überall Sciences, 
as the Romans, and noc needed this emolli- 
cion by learning. Philofophy wouldhauepre- 
pared them to a iiifferance of fubieâion, that 
theycould not haue beenefovniuerfâlly rudeJ 
and Barbarous as they are reported to haue 
bcen. So that 1 feare me, ofail that lies bcyond 
this time, we can haue no othêr intelligence, 
butby tradition. Which how weemay credit 
forfô'longpaft ( whenlctters, for ail theaffu- 
rancc they can makc, breakcfaith withvs, in
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Hÿftra etate in- 
quitStríbo.bb. 
4.1{enu:urum 
qiiidem Eritani- 
corum, le^atio- 
mbui & officijs 
amicitiam Au- 
gùfti cær. 
cenfecuti, ds»a- 
ria in Capitolio 
Jediearunt ;fa- 
mi’iarema^ R.o- 
ma.nuitota.mpe~ 
neinfalam redi- 
gerunt. And

ehe information ofthings cuen preicnt ) let ic be 
iudged.

And now for the time fince (which ièemes to 
be all that amounts to our knowledge of the 
Scateof Britaine) wefind it, during thedomi­
nation of ehe Romans ^gouerned by their Pre- 
fefts : andifthey had Kings of the Britiih na­
tion, they were triburarie, and had their whole 
authoritie depending on that Empire ; which 
as the fiimc Tacittis, (that free-tongued Ro­
man) laith j madeic now their cuftomcto haue 
Kings rhe inftruments of iêruitude : ipeaking 
otCogedunus, to w hom Claudius gaue certaine 
Cicies in Britaine, wich titlcofKing. Fornow 
after Cafar had opened the paffage, & made tri- 
butatieiömuch, asheiübdued > thereitcould 
not long hold out, againft that all-incompafi 
fing Scate ofitowř : alchough during the time 
of their ciuill vvarres, and change of gouern- 
menc, from a Republiqucto a Monarchie, this 
Country lay ncgle&edtheipaceof 20. yearcs: 
yet afeer Auguflus had ietled theidueraigneie, 
andpoiTcftallche wide obcdience of that Em­
pire, the Princes and Cicies of Britaine, fea- 
ringtobeinforced, came in of their owne ac­
cord,wich their gifes and tributes,andthe ra­
cher, for char as yet, they had found no ochcr 
weightoffubiećłion, then a tollerabletribute, 
which, itiecmed, they werecontent co indure 
with thereftoftheir neighbours. But after Au~ 

guflus



Lib. I. T7» der the Romans. 11

gufius time, when the corruptions of that 
State, hadbrcd milérablc inflammations in all 
parts of the world, the Britaines, what with 
thoir owne faétions, and thofe of thcir Roman 
commanders, remayncd in an vncertaync obé­
dience till che time oftlaudsus the Emperor; 
whohauingmuch of the fume of glorie, and 
lictlefire toraifeit ocherwhere : cafts an cipc- 
cialleye on this Prouince,to makeic thepom­
pons matter of his triumph , and to préparé 
cheway,withoutaducntureof himfelfe, fore- 
iends Publius oßorius Scapula a great warrier, 
Pro-prœtor into Britainet where he met wich 
many turbulencies,and a peoplehardly to bee 
driuen, howloeucr they might be ledde : ycr as 
one who well knew his miftier j and how the 
firft euents are thoic which incuffed a daun- 
tingneffe, or daring, imployed all meanes to 
make his expéditions fodaine, and his exe­
cutions cruell. Notwithftanding did Carodo- 
eus*  oneof the Britifh Kings, hold thefcgreat 
Romans workc for 9. ycares together, and 
could not be furprifed, till, becrayed by his 
owne nation, hce was deliuered into their 
hands,andbrought to Romecaptiuc, with his 
wife and children, to be the fubiećt of their 
triumph : whereof nocwithftanding theglorie 
was his.

But Claudius had the honour of taking in 
the wholelileof Britaine, to ehe Romane Em-

C 2 pire
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C ítmolodunum 
now Maldon.

pire whichthoughthus wonne, was not, tilla 
long timeaftcr, ouercome. For now the Bri- 
faînes ( vňderítanding thc m iferieof their dif- 
lôciation : how their íúbmiísion btought but 
the more opprefsion) colleague themfehes, 
againft the Romans, taldng their occafîon vpon 
the outrages, committcd on thc peribn, and 
State of Queene Voadicia , widdow of Profit- 
tagus King of the keni3 a great and rich Prince; 
who at his death had Icfc Hero his heirc, 
and rwodaughters,hoping thereby tofreehis 
houle from iniurie : but it feil out contrarie: 
fornolooner washeedead, buthisKingdome 
was fpoyled by the Centurions, his houfe ran- 
fack’t by (laues,his wife beaten, and his daugh- 
ters rauiihcd. Bcftdes the chiefe men of the 
Iceni (as if ail the region had bcene giuen in 
prey ) reft of their goods, and the Kings kinL 
men efteemed as captives, wkh which contu- 
mely,andfcareofgreatermi(chiefe, they con- 
fpire wich the Trinobantes and others notyet 
inured to feruitude, torefume rheir liberty. 
Andfirft fet vpon the Garrifonsof the Veteran 
fcmldiers ( whom they moft hated ) defeited 
the ninth legion, whereof they (lew all the 
foote, forced Cerialis thc Legat, and leader to 
flight, and put to thc iword 70. thouland Ro­
mans &affociats, inhabiting their municipall 
townes. London, Virolame, and Camolodanum^ 
befoie Suetomus Gouernour of thc Prouince 

] could
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could aífemblc the reft of ehe difperíed for­
ces, to make head againft their Armie confift- 
ing of 12000. Britaines , conduftcd tyVoa- 
dicia, who f with hertwodaughcers, brought 
into the field to moue compafsion and re- 
uenge) incites them co that noble, and manlie 
woikeof libercie : which to recouer íheepro- 
tefts co hold her felfe chere, but as oneofthe 
vulgär, wichouc weighing her great honour 
and birch, rcfoluedeicher towinordie. Many 
of their wiues werc likewiíe there, tobeípec- 
tators and incouragers of their husbands va- 
lour, but in theend Suetonius got thevidorie 
with the fiaughcer of 8 o. thouíand Brytaines, 
whereupon Voadicia poylons hcríclfe, and the 
mifcrable country wkh their heauie loífe, had 
alío more weights layd vpon their ícruitude. 
Andyct after this made chey many other dé­
férions, and brauely ftruggled with the Ro­
mans , vpon alladuantages they could apprc- 
hend, but the contiquall íůpplies, euer ready 
from ail parts of chat mightie Empire, were 
fuch, as the Brit.iines1 hauing no meanes, but 
their owne fwordes, in an vneompofed State 
laydeallopentoinuafion, & fpent their bloud 
in vaine. And in che end, growing bafe wich 
their fortune ( as loofing their vertue with 
cheir hbenie ) became vccerly quayled, and 
miierably held downe to fhbicćłion, by the 
powrefull hand of 14. Garnifons, difpoied in

C 3 feuerall '
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íctierall limits of che Land, wich cheir Com­
panies , confifiing of fuudry firange nations, 
computaced in all to be 52. thouiand foote, 
and 300. horie, befides 37. Companies con- 
tayning 23. thouiandfoote, and 13oo.horfe; 
which continually guarded the North parts, 
where that,which is now Scotlandfznà obeyed 
not the Roman Empire, was excluded from the 
reftwith a wall or trench, firftraiied by gri­
lla , after reedified by Adrian, Seuerus and 
others.

And in this fort concinued the State ofBri- 
taine, whilft the Romans heldit > induring all 
the calamities that a deiefted nation could 
doe, vnder the domination offtrangers, proud, 
greedyandcruell. Which not onelie content, 
by all tyrannicall meanes , to extort their fub- 
ftance , but alfo conftraine their bodies to 
ièrue vnder their enfignes, when,or wherc- 
foeuer their quarrelous ambition would ex- 
poie ehern. And befides the being at the will 
of their rulers, intheir obcdience, they wcrc 
forccd to follow them alfo in their rebellions. 
For after the ele£tionof theEmperoursgrew 
to be commonly made by the Armies, many 
poflefsing choie mightie Roman forces here, 
werc proclaymcd Cafars^ & put for the whole 
Empire.A s firft Carau/iusy& after hi m Alecłus, 
whome Confiantius ( the aflbeiate of Maxi- 
mianusy in the Empire) ac his firftcomming

______ _ _______ ____ into
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into Brit aine, by Afclepiodorus the Prætorian 
Prxfcét, vanquilhed, wich all fach as tooke 
part wich him. Afterthat, ù\zCaledonians, and 
Pitts, made éruptions into the State, and much 
afflićted ttxBritaines : whom to repreflc, Con­
si antius , ( then foie Empereur of the weft) 
came the fecond time into this Land 5 and in 
an expédition to the north parts, diedat Torke-, 
whither his fonne Conftantine ( a little before 
his death) repaired ont of llliria, efaaping a 
trahie, laid for him by Galerius, Empcrour of 
theEaft, with whom heewasin warresagainft 
the Sartnatians, when his facher came firft into 
Br//4we,againft Alettus ; and hcere was he no w 
firft faluted Empereur, for which ic feemes 
hee much cfteemed the Countrie, as that 
which gaue birth to his dignicie. And re- 
ordring the gouernment therof, for a future 
iècuricy, diuides ic inco y. Prouinces, to bee 
ruled byonevice-gerentjy. Rećtors, 2. Con- 
fulars, and 3. Prefidenrs. After wholê cime, 
we haue no certaine nor important marke to 
direct vs, which way che State went, tillthe 
raigne of Valentinian the elder j who fendes 
Theodofius ( ehe facher of him who was after 
Empereurofthac name) into Britaine, againtt 
the irruptions of ehe Pitts, Attacotti, Scott-, Sa- 
xones^Sranci, which ofall fides inuaded and 
ipoiled the Countrey- : and after Thedofius 
had by the forces of ehe Battaui, and Herttli, 

cleered
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cleeredit, Ciuilis wasiènt to goiierneche Pro­
vince, and Dulcitius thc Army : Men of faire 
names for fuch offices.

In theic warres wich Theodofius^ns one Ma­
ximus, a man borne in Spame, but of Roman 
éducation, whoafter, inthetimeofthe yo.un- 
gcr Valentinian, hauing the charge of the Ar­
mie, washeere proclaymedc^r, andtofub- 
uert the prefent Emperour, tranfports thc 
whole power of Britatnt:atÂ firft in his way 
fubdiiesGW?, and there furniffies euery place 
ofdefencewich Britifh iouldicrs; and they face, 
peopled the whole Countrey of ^irmorica, 
(nowcaWeàBritaine in .France) withrhcfame 
nation : which yet retaines theirlanguage, in 
fomekindc, to this day. And hauing Ipread 
one arme to Spame, the other to Germanie, 
imbraccd fo great a partof the Empire, as hee 
draue Valentiman to ièeke aid of Theodofius, 
Emperour of the Eaft,after the vanquiihraenc 
and dearh of his brother Gratianus ai Lions. 
And by this immoderate vent, both of the 
Garrifons, and the ableft people of the Land, 
he dif-furniffit and leftit in that impotencie, as 
it neuer rccoueredlikepoweragaine. Allthofe 
great forces he tooke wirh him, eithcrleft in 
G4«/e,orperiffiing with him at ^^w/«4,where 
he was ouerthrowne by Valentinien.

Andyetagainc in the timeof Honorine the 
Emperour, thcCoÂwy ofthe Veteran íóuldiers, 

1 ____________________ fearing
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fearing the inuafion ofthc Vandales , madę ano- 
ther dcfcdion , and tumultuarily proclamcd 
Empcrour, one Marcus, whom (hordy afccr 
thcy flue, chcnGr4//4MWf,wholikewifc\vi(hin 
fourc monet hs bcing murthercd, thcy gaue the 
title co one Conitantine , not ib much for his 
merit,as thcomination of hisname. ThisCon- 
flantine taking the famé courte thac Maximus 
)did> whadbeuerftrength wasleft, orlately in 
anyforc recouered, hecmpticditwhoHy,and 
madę himtelfcof chat power, as hec fubdued 
many of the, Wcfterne Prouinces : gaue his fon 
Confiant (a Monke ) che title of Augustus, and 
aftermany fortunes, andincountcrs with che 
forces QÍHonorius came vanquiíhed, andcxe- 
cutedatyfr/«. Whcrcalíbperiíhcd chewhole 
power he broughtoutofBritayne. And fo the 
State hauingallthe beft ftrength cxhauftcd, 
andnone,or fmall fupplics from the Romans, 
Jay open to therapine and Ipoyle of thcir Nor- 
therneenemies : who taking the aduantage of 
thisdisfurniíhment, neucrlefc tillchey had re- 
duced them to extreme mifèries: which for- 
ccd them to implore theaide of <^AEtius, Præ- 
fećt of Gaule vnder Valcntinian 3. and that in 
íb lamentable männer, their Embafladors in 
torné garments ( wich fand on thcir hcads to 
ftircompafsion)as AEtius was moucd to ícnd 
forces to fuccour them, and cauièd a wall to 
beraytedvponthe trench (formerly madeby 

D Adrian)
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Adrian) from Sea toSeaof cight footethicke, 
and cwelue high intcr-fet with Bulwarks,which 
the Roman fouldicrs, and an infinit number of 
Brihynes ( fittcr for thac vvorke then warre ) 
with greatlabourcffcčled. And Co^iEtim lefc 
them againe, oncc more freed and defcnded 
from their enemies , aduifing them from 
thenceforth, to inurc and imploy their owne 
forces jwirhoutany more expcČlation of ític- 
cour from the Romans, who ouer-wrought 
with other bii fineff« could not attend affaires 
that layíbfarreoff.

No fooner had the enemy intelligence »f 
the departure of theíefuceours , buř on they 
eame,(notwithffanding thřs fortification ) bat- 
tered downe the wall, ouerthrcw the defen- 
ders, and harrowed the country woríc then be- 
fore. Whcreupon , againe this mi (érable 
peoplefond to AEtim, vfing theíě wordes : To 
uJJE//mhriceConfuíl, the fighes of the Bri- 
* taynes ,andafter thus complainc : TheBar- 
‘‘ barom enemie heates vs to the Sea, the Sea 
“ beats vs baeke to the enemj .-betvpeen thefe two 
“ kind of deathes , vtee are eyther murdered or 
“ drowned. But their implorations preuailed 
nor, for AEtim at that tímc had < nough to doe, 
to kcepc his owne head , and Fafaitinian the 
Empire : which now indured the laft con\<il- 
fions of adyingState,hai)tngall the parts and 
Prouinces thereof, miferably rent and torné 

_______________________________with
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luli iss Cafar to this Valentinianus 5. hadcon- 
tinucd the ipace of poo. yeares. In all which 
time, we find butthefe 7.5n/^Kings,nomi- 
nated to haueraigned: Theomantiw ,Cunobeli- 
ous,GuiderÍHS> Jruiragios, Marins, Coelus,and 
laftly Lucias, whoiscrownedwithimmortall 
honor for planting Chriftian religion within 
this Land. Alloíherfrom Lucius to Vor tigern, 
( who iucccedcs this relinquiihment ) wcre 
Roman goucrnors.

This is biieflyío much ofeipeciallnotcas, 
I can collećł out of the Roman hiftorie, con- 
ccrning the State and gouernment of Britayne : 
finding els-where littlc ccrtaintie, and front 
hence forth ( during their (hort poflèfsion of 
this Land)farreleffe: WhcreofG//^ ,die Bri­
tayne complaines , laying the caufe on the 
barbarifmeoftheirenemies,who had deftroy- 
cd all their monuments and memoriall of timcs 
paft. And though himièlfe wrote, about forty 
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with the violenciesof ftrangenaticąs. Sothac 
this was alib in the fatcof toise fir ft 
madeknownc -, to periih by, and with thcJto- 
man State. Which neuer itiffring the people 
of this Land > to haue any vie or knowledge of 
armes, within their owne country, left them 
(vpon their diilblution ) nakcd andexpoled 
to all that would aflaile t hem.

And fo ended the Roman Goucrnement in ’
Britayne, which from their firft inuafion by 1 ^«Goucc- 
lulius Ca/ar to this Falentinianus 2. had con- tnent in Bn~
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ycarcs after the inuafion of the Saxons, and 
was ncxtthefe cimes we corne nowco remem- 
bcr,yet hach hee left(in hisenigmaticallpafsi- 
ons ) io fmall light thercof as wee dil’ccrne 
vcry litt le t hercby. Nor hath ehe Britaynes any 
honourbychar antiquity of his, which ouèr- 
blacks ehern wich îuch vgly dcformicies as 
weecanlèe no parcclecre: accu fing chem tobe 
neythcrftronginpeacc, norfaichfull inwarre, 
and vniuerlally cafts choie alperfions on cheir 
manners ,asif hee labomcd to inueighsnotto 
informe. And rhough, nodoubt, there was, 
as euer is, in theièperiods of States, a concur- 
rcncieof diíordcr,and »generali looïênefleof 
difpofiuon.thac mec wich thefulneífe ofeime; 
yec werc there, no doubt, iome mixtures of 
worth, and ocher nocionsofthatage,wherc- 
with after-times, would haue bene much pica- 
iêd to haue had acquaintance. But it iecmcs 
hiszealc (in thacrefpefl) wider then his charity, 
took vp the whole roomeof his vnderfianding, 
ro whotn the reuercnceofantiquity,andhis ti- 
tleof<i4//>wjdothnowgiueSanâuary, and we 
muß not prefume to touch him.

Such was the State of Britayne , left with- 
outarmes or order, when dortigem, cythcr 
by vlùrpation or faâion , became King, and 
is fiid to bcetheauthor of the firfl: calling in, 
orimploying, being in, the Saxons, to make 
goodhis owne extablifliment, and the iàfety 

___ ______________ ___________________of
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of hisKingdom,againft thcP/^rand Scots.
The Saxons at this cime , poflcft thc third The State of

partof Germany, holding all die countreybe- ihcSox«»;.
rweene ehe Riuers Rhene >and Hue, boundcd on 
the T^orth by the Baltique Sca, and the Océan 
on the South by S Hua Hircinia, and diuided by 
the riuer Vifurgis into oflphaha, and Wejlpha- 
lia .-gouerned by an Optirnacie of twelue Prin­
ces, wich an eledionof a ibucraigne leader for 
thebufincsof war. Thisbeingfofpacious,po- 
pulou s,and necrc a countrey, well furniih t with 
ihipping ( which the Britaynes had nocjyeel- 
ded euer plcntifull meanes co fupply the vn- 
derrakersofchisa&ion, which werefirfttwo 
Brothers, Hengisi and Horfa, with allneceflàry 
prouvions vponeuery fit occafion. After they 
had beeneheere a while, as ftipendaries, and 
finding the debility of Prince and people, their 
number ioone encreaied. And firft they had 
the lile of Jhanet allowed them to inhabité :■ 
then the whole countrey of Kent, was made 
ouer to Hengift by tranfa&ion, vnder coue- 
nant,todéfend the Landagainft the Pifts ,and
Scots. And vpon the marriage of Kortigern, 
with the daughter or neece ofHengisi, an ex- 
ceeding beautifull Ladie , ( brought ouer of 
purpofetoworke on chedotageof a diflblute 
Prince ) larger priuileges were graunted : fo 
thac .by.this allyance, and the fertility of the 
Land, were drawne in, fo many of this popu- 

D j lotis
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lous and milicary Nation, that Kent ,in (hort 
time grew too narrow for ehern,and Hengift, 
todiftend theirpower into ochcr parts, adui- 
ied Var tigern, to plane a Celeny ot ehern in ehe 
North beyond Humber > to bce a conrinuall 
guardagainftall inuafions that way. Which 
being graunted, hee íends for Otba, his bro- 
thcr,and fonncEbuja ,with great iupplies out 
of Saxeny , to furnifli thac deieigne. And fo 
came tbe Saxons to hape firft domination in 
Kent t and Korthumberland, which conteyncd 
all thecountrey fiom tinmber to Stellend.And 
now begänne of fcruants, Mafters •, to con- 
temne their entertainors , and commit many 
iníolencies. VVhercupon the Brittijb Nobilitic 
combine themièlues, depoie Fertigern ( the 
author of this impcouident admiision ) and 
cleft Vertaner his fonne, a Prince of great 
worch ,who ( whilft heeliued, which was not 
Jong)gaucthcm many fierce incounters: but 
allpreuailednot, for the Snxens being pofleft 
oftheprincipallgateof the Land, lying open 
on rheir owne countrey, to recciue all iupplies 
withoutrefiftance jhad theaduantage to wcare 
themout of all in the end. And befide force, 
they are laid to haue vlcd trcacherie in mur- 
thering ^>o.ofú\eBritti/b Nobilitieatan Af- 
fembly of peace at Amesbury, where they 
tooke their King priloner, and would not re- 
leafehim, but vpon the graunc of threc Pro- 

_ __________ uinces
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uincesmore. Alto the long lifc of Hengitt, a 
politique leader ( of almoft forty yearcs con­
tinuante) made much for che fetling hccrc of 
their eftate: which yet tbey could not effećt, 
but with much trauailc, and cffufionof bloud. 
For the Britajnes, now madę martiall,by long 
praćtice,and oftenbattailes, grew in the end 
id inraged, to ièe their countrey iurprized 
fröm vnder their feete^ asthey ibid theinheri­
tance thereofat avery decrerate. Whcrcinwc 
muftattributemuchtotheworthines of their 
leaders ( whence the fpirit of a people is raiied ) 
whointheie their greateft aćłions, were cipe- 
cially Ambrofins the laft of the Romans ł and 
Arthur, the nobleft of Britajnes: A man m 
force and courage aboue man, and worthy to 
hauebeeneafubiećł of truth topofteritie, and 
notoffiftion, as legendäry wrkers haue madę 
him: for whilft he ftood, he barevp the finking 
Stateof his country, and is faid tahaueincoutł- 
tered withthc<S4xwM, in twelueiêt battaäesr 
wheercin hee had eyther victory,cyrcquaíl re- 
uenge. In the end, himfélfe oucrthrowne by 
trcaíbn jtbebeftmencondimedin the warres, 
and the reft vnable to refift , fteddc intothe 
mountaines, and remote defarts of the Weit 
partsof the lile,and left aU to the inuadors, 
daiíy growing moreandmore vponthem.

Formany principal! men of Saxony, fceirtg 
the happy iucceíTe and plantation hecrc of 

_________ ____________________ Hengitt*
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en cred likewife on diuers coaftcs, to 
get Eftaces for themfclucs, wiçh fuch multi­
tudes ofpcople ,as the Brstaynes making head 
in one place, were aiTaulted in anothcr, and 
euerywherc ouerwhelmed with new cncrca- 
fingnumbcrs.

For after Hengift had obtaincd ehe domi­
nion of Kenty ( whichfromhim becametobe 
aKingdoaae)ando^4, and£fa»/r poffeftof al] 
the North countries from h’umber to Scotland : 
Ella, and his fonncs conquercd the South-Eaße 
parts,and begänne ehe Kingdome of the South 
S axons t contay ning JWj/ex, and partof Sttrrey. 
Then Cerdic and his fonncs landed at Port/- 
>fflwitfA,inuaded the South, and Weil parts, and 
begänne the Kingdome of ehe Wert Saxons, 
which after comayned the countries of Ham- 
fheire, Berkeßeire, IPilt(hire, Eorfet/hirf-ySo- 
merfet/hire , and Dexonftire. And about the 
Eime time, Vffa,inuadedtheNorthEaftparts, 
and begänne the Kingdome of the Eaft An­
gles , coneeyning Northfolke, Suffolke, Cam- 
bridge/hire , and the Ifle of Eley : Erkinwin, 
begänne the Kingdome of the Eaft Saxons, 
contayning E/jex s Middlefex , and a pare of 
Hertfordfhire.

Hauingthus, in a männer, forrounded the 
1 beft ofthewholeStareof Britayne-, they after 

inuaded ehe inner,and middle part. And Crtd- 
da began the Kingdome of Mercna-land, or 

middle
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middle Angles , contcyning Ltncolnfhire s 
North-hamtonfldre, LLuntingdonßsire, Rutland- 
fbire.Bedford-tBHckingkafixfordfhire^Cbesfbire, 
Derbie, Nottingham, and Stafford/hirc, with 
partof the ihircs vtHtreford ^Hartford: War- 
nicke, sbropßire, Lanc aß er ,and Gloucefl erihirc.

And with ail thciè Princes, and leaders, bc- 
fore they could eftablifh cheir dominions, 
che Britames fo dcfpcraccly grapplcd, as plant 
they could noc, bucvpon diftrućŁon, and 
deiblationof chc w-holecouncrie, jvhereof in 
che end chey cxtinguiíhcd, boch the religion, 
lawes, language, and all, with the pcople and 
nameofBritaine. Whichhauingbeencíolong 
a Piouincc of greac honour and bencfic co 
the Roman Empire, could noc but pareake of 
chc magnificence of cheir goodly firu&ures, 
Thermes, Aqtiadu&cs, High wayes, and all 
other cheir Ornaments of delighe, eafe, and 
greatneíTe : which ail came to bce íb vtterly 
razedandeonfounded by the Saxons, as there 
is not left ňanding ío much as theruines, to 
pointvswhere they were : forthey, being a 
peoplc of a rough brceding, that would not 
bc taken with theíe delicacics of life, íecmcd 
to care for no other monuments bucofearth, 
and as borne in the field, would build their 
fortunes onely chere. Wirndfcib manie In- 
trcnchments, Mountsand BorrotsghsrùfàSot 
tombes and dcfcnces vpon all thewidccham-

E pions
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pions and eminent hils ofthis Ifle, remaining 
yct as the charafters of thc dcepe ïcratches 
madc on the wholc face ofour country, to 
íhew thc hard labour our Progcnitors endu- 
rcdtogetitforvs.

Which general! iîibucrfion of a State, is 
■ vcry fecldomc leenc : Inuafion, and deuafta 
tionoFProuinccshaucoften beene made, but 
in fuch fort as they continued, or rccouered, 
with íome commixtion of thcir owne, with 
the generapon of the inuadors. But in this, 
byreaiônofthcvicinage, and innumcrouspo- 
pulacic of that nation ( tranfporting hithcr 
bothlèxes) the incompatibiliry of Pagani'me 
and Chriftianitic, with thc immens bloud fhcd 
on both fides, wrought fuch an implacable 
hatred, as butone inuftpoïïetle ail. Thecon- 
queftm ideby the Romans, was not to extir- 
pate the nation ; but to maifterit. 'YhcDanes, 
which aftorward inuaded thc Saxons, made 
onclieatthe firft déprédations on thecoaft, 
and thcrewith for a timc contented thcm- 
ielucs. Whcn they grew to hae^further in- 
tcrcft, they fought not the fnbuerfion, but a 
community, and in thc end, afoucraigntie of 
the State $ matching with the women they 
hecrc found, bringingfew ofthcir owne with 
them. The T^ormans dealt thc fikc with the 
Proiiince of 7>(ueßria in F rance : and after they 
had the dominion, and what the viâorie 

would
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wotild yecld thcm in F-ngland , wcre content 
cofuffer chepcoplchecre, to haue their being, 
imermatched wich them, and io grew in ihorc 
ipacc into their bodie. Buc chis was an ab- 
fo!ucc iubuerfion, and concurred wich che 
vniueriall mutation, which about that cime 
happened in all cheiè parcs ofthe worldj where- 
of, therewasnoonccoiincryjOrProuincejbin 
chaunged boundes, inhabitants, cuRomes, 
languagc,and in a mannet all cheirnames.

For vpon ehe breaking vp of ehe £ot»an 
Empire (firRdcuidcdintotwo, and thenby 
faftion difioynted in each parc ) imploying 
ehe forces cf many dränge nations to fortifie 
t heir fides i wcre made ío wide ruptures in t he 
North,and North Eaftboundes of thacEm­
pire ; as there burft ouc infinité ftreames of 
dränge peoplc.that oucr-ranne, and laide open 
ehe world againc to libertic , other formes 
andlymics of State : whereupon followed ail 
thefe tranfmigrations and ihifcings of peoplc, 
from onc countrcy to another. The-Fr*»«  
and Burgognons difyoiïcftthcGaiiles, andgaue 
the names of France and Burgogne 10 their 
Prouincc. The Gaw/es cran (plan ted themielucs 
on iôme coaftes of S gaine, whcre they could 
finde, or make theirhabitation: and of thcm 
hadGallicia and Portugali their names. The 
h'unnes and Auari fubdued Pannonia, and 
thereto gaue ehename of fíungarie. The Long-

E x beardes,
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beardes, a peopIeofGrrw*#/,  borderingvpon 
Hic Saxons, cntred Italie, got the greatcft 
parc thereof, and left tbcre their name to a 
principall Prouince, rcrnaining to this day. 
The Gothes and Vandales, miièrably afflifted 
thereft, iackt Rome, and after fnbdued,-peo- 
plcd, and poliert Spaine. So that ir was not in 
ehe farcof Britainealonc, to be vndone, buc to 
periíh, almojł, wich che generali diiTolucion 
of ochcr States, which hapned about ehe famé 
âge.

Whercforc, wc arc now hcere to beginne 
wic h a new Bodicof peoplc, wich anew State, 
and gonernment of this Land, which rctai- 
ned nothing of the former, nor hcld other 
inemory but char, ofthe dilïblution thereof; 
whcre fcarcc a Citic,Dwclling,Riuer,HilI,or 
Motfntaïne, but changed names. Britains it 
felfewasnow no more Britaine 9 km New Sa­
xons? t and ihortly after either of ehe Angles 
( the gréa tort pcople of the inaadors) or of 
Hengift, called En giß-Land, or England. The 
diftance,madc by the rage of warrejay fo wide 
betweene the conquering and conquered 
pcople, thatnothing cithcrof lawes, rites and 
euftomes, came to pafle oucr vnto vs from 
the Britaines : nor had our Anceftors any 
thingfrom them, but theirxotintrie : whicn 
they firft diuided into eight Kingdomes : ail 
which, continucd to the laft extermination of 

. the
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the Bri/aincsvndcrCaret/Mitheir King, wich 
whomcthey were driuen ouer Senerne, 
yeercs afccr the firft entertainment of Hen- 
giß. And fooneafeer, the Saxons, encroching 
vpon cach otbers parts, or States ( which ne­
uer held certaine boundes) and the ftronger 
viùrping vpon their wcaker neighbours, re- 
duced themto lêauen Kingdomes; chat of the 
Northanimbrians, being madę one of two: 
and then co fixe ( the weil Saxons câking in 
the Kingdomc of Suffex to their dominion.) 
And foie concinucd about 2 y o.yearcs.

At the firft, by the fpace of 1 50. yeares, 
they were mecrelie gouerned by their ownc 
lawes,wichout mixture ofany other. But after 
i^ugafline the Monke, iênt witf^o. ochers, 
by PopeGregm'e, had conuerrcd iÆthelbett, 
King ofAlwĄ and fomc other, they ail ihortlic 
afeer rcceiued the Chriftian faith, and had 
theirlawes and rites ordered according toEc- 
clcfiafticallconflicutions. Many oftheirKings, 
when their fterne alpericie grew molified by 
humilitieofthc religion, begänne to raifepre- 
lèncly fo many and gerat monuments oftheir 
piety, in all parcs of the Land, asifshcyftriucd 
who ihouldexceedetherein, andhad no other 
glorie : Diuer-s ofthcmrenounced their tem­
poral! digmeies for SgiritualL íblitudě, and 
became Monkcs 5 as Àï-thel^reâ, and Kinrëd, 
Kings of Mercntfland ; offa King 0! theEaft

E 3 Saxons si
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1 Saxons ; Kadwalla, and Ina, Kings ofthe wert 
Saxons ; Ea db er te King of the Northumbri- 
ans,&c.

At length the Kingdomes of Mercna-land 
andwcftSax, Ib farreouergrew the oihcrs in 
power, as becweene chem two it lay, who

- (hould haue all. For Ina, a marciall, wife, and 
religions Prince, gouerning che weft Saxons,

* firft aduaunccd chat Kingdomc co a prehe- 
minencie,anddidmuch co hauefubducdAterc-
na-land : buc yec Offd , ( afterwards King 
chcreof) wasinfairepoßibiiitictohauefwallo- 
wedvp bochche weft Saxons, andallthercft 
oftheKingdomes. For whilftheeliued, which 
was in che cime of Carolus Magnus, (wich 
whom hee held Icague and amitié) hee was 
efteemed as thc eipcciall King of ehe Land. 
Butthemanic wrongshedid, and themurcher 
commicced in his houle, vpon ^AEthelbert, 
King of ehe Eaft Angles, comming co him 
vnder publique faith, and a fuicor co his 
daugheer, wcre iuftlie rcuenged vpon his 
poftericie; which afeer him declining, in the 
endloftall. Forl^Acr/, dilccndcd from Ine- 
gild, the brotherof Ina, actayning thc King­
dome ofeheweftSaxons, begänne the wayto 
bring all ehe reft intofubieftion. And bring 
a Prince, who fijom a priuare fortune, wherein 
hee liued below, wich, and not aboue ochcr

“ 1 men, hadlearned fuffcranceand modération, 
_ ____________ and,
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and by the Eftate of an exile , expérience, 
grewto haue great aduantages oucr the time, 
andothers borne fortunes, and role by theíe 
meanes.

lna, his great vnele, rcnouncing the world, 
withhisKingdome, anddying wichoutiíTue, 
left the fticceísion imbroiled, and out of the 
diredroyalliyneasheefoundit. So tbatthofe 
foure Kings ofthc vvcÇt Saxons, vvho ícuerallie 
fucceeded him, Et helard,Sigibert}Kinulpband 
Britric, were rather Kings by ckftion, and 
their owne power, then by right of diícent. 
And Britric knowing the weakneíTe of his 
title, and the much protnifmg forwardnes 
of Egbert ; wich his propinquitie in bloud,co 
the former Kings, praéřized to haue him 
madcaway ; which hce perceiuing, fledfirfl*  
co off a, King of Mercna-land, where finding 
little íecuricic, in regard Britric had ( to 
ftrength himíelfe ) married the daughter of 
thacKing, hce cfcapedincořrawrď, and there 
rcmayned till the death of Britric, and then 
returning, obtainescheKingdomeofthcí^/- 
faxons jíubdues Cornwall, inhabiccd by the 
Britaynes ; and afterlets vpon Bernulph, newly 
inuefted in the Kingdome of Mtrcna-land 5 a 
Stače by the rupture of the Royall lyne, like 
wiícgrownetottering. ^ocEgferth, thelbnne 
of 0^4, enioyed but 4. moneths, the inhe­
ritance of his fathers immanitie : whereby 

that
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EgJerf oStcy- 
ncd thc King­
dome, which 
by bim was 
named Enj- 
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Thedifcriptiö 
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that Kingdome diicended collaterally to Ken- 
nulph, who Icfc ic to Kenelme a chiide after 
murthercd by hisfiftcr Quinred.Ceolulphfsxo- 
ther to Kennulph, facceeding, after bis firft 
ycares raignc, was cxpcld by Bernulph ,and 
Bernulph by Egbert y who made that Kingdome 
tributarietocheweft Saxtns , as hc did after 
thatof the South, and Eaft Saxons, with ehe 
Kingdome of biarthumberiand. And by this 
meancs, in a männer, attained to a fouerainty 
of thc whole. Bur the Lanes imbroyling bis 
peaccincheend of bisraignc, held him backe 
from enioying fuch a fulneffc of power, as 
that wec may account him thc ablolutc Mo­
narch of the Kingdome, nor yetany of Ins 
fucceifors iô long as thc Danes continucd vn- 
ftibiećłcd. For they hauing firft made irrup­
tions into thc State, in the raigne of the late 
King Britric ( hispredcccffor) euer after held 
a part thereof, and affli&ed the whole, till 
they had atrayned the abfolute foueraigneieto 
thcmiêlues.

The Dones were a people of Germanie, next 
neighbours to thc.&XMu, and of language 
and manners ktcle different,poffefsing bc fides 
Cimbr ea Cherfonejus (now called Denmarke) 
all thelflcs adiacenrin the Baltique Sea, and 
ibmetimes thc Kingdome of Nortray, A 
mightie, rough, and martiall nation jftrong in 
ihipping, chrough their cxcrcileof piracie, 

and
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and numerous in people for ail fupplimcnts. 
Who perceiuing hcere the happy iucceflc , 
and plantation of ehe Saxons , were drawne 
with délire and émulation , likewilè , to pur 
in for a part, checoaftc. îyingopen to inuafion, 
andthe manydiuifionsof the Land, wichthe 
diléordof Princes, making thetnan eafieway 
thereunto. So that in a manner, as loone as 
the Saxons had ended their crauailes with the 
Britaynes, and drew to ièttling of a Monar­
chie, theDanestas if ordain’d to reuenge their 
flaughters, begänne to aflault chemwich the 
like affligions. The long, the many ,and hor­
rible encounters between thelê cwo fiercc Na­
tions ,withthe bloudlhed, and infinit fpoyles 
commitœd in euery parc of che Land, are of 
fo dilbrdrcd and troublons memory, chat what 
wich their afperous names, togecherwith the 
confufion of place, times, and perfons,intrica- 
telydeliueredjisyec a warre to the Reader to 
ouer-looke chem. And therefore to fauotir 
mineownepaines and his, who (hall gcc fictle 
profit therebyj paflethem ouer.

After the deach of Egbert Etbelwolph^ 
fonne fuccecded in the State , with the ride 
of King of the weit Saxons onely, and was a 
Prince more addiéted to deuotton then acti­
on : as may bee lèene by his donation of the 
tenthpart of his Kingdome ( wich exemption 
of ail regali lêruice ) for the leruice of God :

F befides,
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bclidesj.inannuiricof joo.ma. kes,to be befto- 
wedin pious vies ar Rome- whither hec went 
twice in per fon, wich his yongeft tonne Alfred, 
whom heeeipccially loued; and whom Pope 
Ze<?4.annointed a Kingac deuen y earesofage, 
as ifdeuining of bis future fortune.

Vpon his laft ioumey, and w hole yeares ftay 
at Komet, AElheibald , his eldeft tómie, com- 
bindwith the Nobility ofthe West faxens ,to 
kcepe him ©uc, and depriuc him vtterly of 
hisgouernement,and wroughtíb ,asnocwith- 
ftanding thegreac iouc his peoplc bařc him> 
hewasbroughtto yeeld vp the Kingdome of 
the IVeftfaxens, to A Et beibald,,and retaine one- 
ly the Kingdome of the Eaft Angles, (a State 
of farreleífedignicie) to him (elfe. After which, 
raigning but two yeares > AEfhelbaldhiccccdcd 
in ehe whoie,and with greac infamy , marrying 
his fachers widow, ludith, daughter to Charles 
le Chauue, King of Fraunce, cnioy ed it but two 
years and a hälfe; when eJ£/^/m/,thefècond 
ïônne of AEthelulgh, entred to thegouerne- 
ment,which he hdd fiue yeares in continuall 
confliéfjwith the Danes.

After whomc , Alfred , the mirrour of 
Princes (madęa King before hee had a King­
dome ) ac 2 2. yeares of his age, and in a yeare 
wherein -tight íeuerall battailes had becne 
giuento the Z>4»«,by the Saxons -, began his 
tfoublous raigne, whcrcinhee was perpetually 

in
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in warre, cicheragainft his enimies, oreliêa- 
gainft vices.

Firft alter a grcat danger co loic all, hec was 
forccd to ycclde vp a parc of che Kingdomc 
{which was chat of che Eaft Angles and^Vbr- 
thumberland) toGuthrun, leader ofthe Danes^ 
whomc vpon his bapcizacion,he madę his c.on- 
fcdcracc,and owner ofchat by right, which be- 
fore he vfurped by violence.

And nocwirhftandingall checoncinuall,and 
intricatecoilehcindurcd amidft checlaccering 
and horrorofarmes, hec performed all noble 
aćłions ofpeace : colleâing firft chc lawes of his 
predeceffors.andochcr che Kings of che S Ax­
ons ,(asof ć^4,Kingof Mercna-land,and AE- 
thelbert che firft Chriftian Englifh King ) of 
which, bythe graue aduilc, and confenc of 
his States aiTembledjhemakeschoiccofthefit- 
ceft »antiquates choie of no víc,and addes ochcr 
according to che ncceíšity ofthe cime.

And for chat che wildencfle of warre, by rca- 
ion ofcheleperpetuallconfiićfs wich ftrangers, 
had ioletout che people of ehe Land, to vn- 
lawfull rioes and rapine j that no man could 
crauaile wichouc conuoy : hee ordained the 
diuifions ofShires, Hundrcds, and Tichings : 
chat cuery Engliihman ( now che generali 
namefor all ehe Saxons) liuing legally, might 
beof a certaine Hundred or Tiching, out of 
which hee was not to remouc wichouc fecu-

F 2 ritie :
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rkie.-and out of which, if he were accufcd of 
any crime, hee waslikewiic to produce fure- 
tiesforhis behauiour, which ifheecould not 
finde , hee was to indure the puniihment of 
the law. If any malefaćtor,bcforeorafterhee 
had put in íureties eícapcd ; all the Tithing 
or Hundred wert fined to the King, by which 
meanes he fecured trauaikrs,and thepeace of 
hiscountrey.

The opinion hee had of learning made him 
often complaine the want thereof: imputing 
ic amongft his greateft infortunes to haue 
beenc bred without it, and to haue hisKing- 
donic fovtterly deftinjteof learnedmcn,asit 
was, through the long concinuancc of this 
barbarous warre: which made him fend out 
for fuch, as wereany way famous for letters, 
andhauing gotten them, hec both highly pre- 
ferred them, and alfo ( as they doe, who know 
nottoomuch themfelues) held them in great 
vénération .-rarenesthen, fettinga higher price 
on mcaner parts, then after, plenty did on 
morcperfeâions. Grimbald> and Scota^hce 
drew out France : Ajjer ( who wrote his Jife) 
out ofWalesjothersfromothcr parts : hewas 
the firftlcttercd Prince we had in Fngland-^y 
whoíe meanes and incouragement publique 
fehooles had here, eyther their reuiuing,or be- 
ginning.'

T hofe wants of his owne, made him také a 
greater
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greaccr care for ehe éducation of his íbnnes,; 
withwhomc werebred-, vnder moft diligent 
Maliers,almoft all chechildrcnofthc Nobilitie 
wichin hisKingdome.

AU his owne tkne he could clcerc from 
other bufineffe,. hec beftowed in ftudie, and 
did himfelfc, and cauícd others, to tranílate 
many chings in ehe vulgär eonguc: which he 
laboured, it lèemes, much toadorne, and et- 
pecially affečled the Saxo» meccers: wherby 
to glorifie chat of a King,heattaincd ehe title 
of Poet.

Mat. Wtfim.

The naturallday, confifting of t wen tie four 
howerSjhecaft incethrce parts : whereofeight 
he ípent in prayer, ftadie,and writing:eight 
in theíeruice of his body,and eight in theaíLiirs- 
of his States. Which ípaces ( hauing then no 
other engine forit)hee meafured by a great 
waxe light, diuided into fo many parts, re*  
ceauing notice by ehe keeper thereof, as the 
fcuerall howers paffed in the burning.

Wkh as faire an order did he proportion 
his reuenues, equalling his liberalkies to all 
his other cxpences: whercof to make ehe cur­
rent riinnc more certaine, hee tooke aprecife 
notice of ehern, and made a generali furuay 
oftheKingdome, and had all ehe particulers 
of his eftate regiftred in a booke which hee 
keptinhistrcaiurieac Wïnchefter. And within 
ehis circumfercnce of order, hee held him in 

 F 5 that

Thťfirftfuruay 
ofthe King- 
domc.



Edward Senter. L i b. i .

Edw.ttilnt Sent-

that irregularitic offortunc, witha weakc di(- 
pofition of body,and raigned ièuenand t wenty 
yeareSjIeauing hislonne Edward, a worthy luc- 
ceífor,to maintaine the linc of Noblenefic thus 
begun by him.

"Coward, though hccwcrefarrc infcriour to 
-Lhim in learning, went much beyond him in

•

power : for hec had all the Kingdome of Merc- 
na-land, in poffeision : whereof Alfred had 
but the homage, and lome write, hcld ioue- 
raignity ouer the Eaft Angles, and Narthum- 
brians : though wee finde in the ioynt lawes 
that hec and Gut brun madę together , they 
hcld the fàmc confédération fore-concluded 
by Alfred. Hec alfo fubdued the Britaynes in 
Walese forufied and furnifhed with Garilbns 
diuers townes in England, chat lay fit to pre- 
uent the incurfions of the Danes \ and was all his 
raigne of twen tie chrecyearcs, in continuall ac­
tion , and euer before hand with fortune. And 
furcly his fâcher,he,and many thacfocceedcd,
duringehis Danttque warre, though they loft 
their eaíě, wonne much glory and renowne. 
For this affiićłion held them lô in, as hauing

. .

little out-lets,or leifiare, for eaïè and luxury, 
they werc madę the morę pious, iuft and 
carefull in their goucrnemenc : otherwile ic 
had becne impoíšible to haue heldoutagainft 
theDrf««}asthey dici: apeople of thatpower 

and
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and vndauntablc ftomacke > as no fortune 
could deterre, nor make to giuc ouer the ir 
holde. And the imbccillitie of ferne vnaâiue 
Prince at that time, hadbecneinough tohaue 
1er them quite into the whole: whichmaybc 
the caute, that in the iàcccfsion of tome of 
thefe Kings , were certaine ruptures raade ou t 
of courte ,in refpcft of their ableneile. A s Hrft 
afterthedeath of chis renowned KingEdward 
Senior, his tonne Atheltta» of füll yeares ,and
fpiric , was (notwithftandingthebrackeinhis 
birth ) preferred before his legitimatc tonne 
£z/w<Wí/,vndcr agerNordidyfrAítóa» diiàp- 
pointtheKingdomein this worke, butperfor- 
tncd ail noble partesof Religion ,íuáice,and 
Magnanimitic,aftcr fixteen yeares raigne.dying
without iiTueEdmond his brother lucceeded 
him. A Prince likcly to haue equalled the 
worth of his predecciforshad hee not vn- 
timely perifhed by the hand of a bâte outlaw 
in his owne honte > at a feftiuall, amidft his 
people, that deerely loued and. honoured him.

Edmond.ÿ^i.

And though heleft t wo tonnes, yet was Edred F.drtd arEldred.

his brother preferred toche Kingdome before 
them : who making no variation from thetync 
ofvirtue, connnued by his aunceftors, was 
hcld pcrpetually in worke by the Dunes, dnring 
thcwhole tinïeof hisraigne, which wasof tcn. 
yeares.

9^6.

Edwin, his nephew, the cldeft tonne of 
Edmond^

Hdwin.

1 ,, _ .1
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Edmond, fuccceded him, an irregulär youth, 
who interrupting thc courte of goodncfle, 
liued diiTolutcly,and died wiihedly. Otherwife 
had Edgar (thc otherionne of Edmond ) conti- 
nued char rare fuccefsion ofgood Princes,with- 
out thc interpofition ofany ill.

Edgar,though hc were but fixteenc yeares of 
âge, y et capable of councell, was by thc graue 
aduilè of his Biihops ( who in that time of 
zeale held eipecially the raines on thc hearts 
andaffe&ionsof men) put and direéted in the 
way of goodneiTc, and became a mort heroica! 1 
Prince.

Amongftother his excellent aâions of go- 
uernement, bec prouided a mightieNauie, to 
iècureliiscoafts from iauafion ; which now he 
found ( though late ) was thc oncly mcane to 

’-keepeoiit thefemifcriesfrom wichin,thatthus 
iamentably affliâcd the land, euer before nég­
ligent,or notinured to Seaaffaircs. For when 
ù\e Romans firft fubdued thc iàmc, therewas 
no (hipping, but afew fmall vciTels made of 
wicker,and coucred with hides : whcreby they, 
and after thc Danes^ both mightie ( as thoie 
timçsgaue)infliipping, found that eafie foo­
ting they had : Yct Egbert is iâid to haue pro­
uided a ftrong Nauie, about the yeare 840. 
And Alfrid ^o.orąo.ycarcsafter didthelike. 
Butcythernow difvted, or confumed by the 
enemyjE^rre-cdifics,and fets forthaFleet 

confifting
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confifting (as (orne write) of 1600 lâile,others 
a fane grcater number, and thoiè hc deuides 
and places in fourc parts of the Realnie, ma- 
king his progrefles ycarly, with part ofthis 
mightie Nauic, round about the wholelfic, 
whercof hc aflïimed the title of King.

And to reduce it ail to one nameand Mo­
narchie, hee was intitlcd ,King ofall Albion ;as 
teftifies his Charter graneed to the Abbcy of 
Maldefmeiburie, in theië words : Ego Edga- 
rus tot tus Albionis Bafileus nec non Maritimo- 
rum feu infu Lan or um Begum circum babitan- 
tium, &c. For hee hauing firft ofall other made 
pcace withtheDanes, and grantedthem quiet 
cohabitation through ail his dominions ; had 
the löueraigntie ouer them : And Kenneth, 
king of Scots did him homage, whether for 
Cumberland and Wiftmerland, giuen to ihat 
CrownebyKing Edmond hisfather, or for his 
whole kingdome; I cannot lày. And fïue 
Kings of/#>/«did thelike fortheir countrcy, 
and came ail to his Court at Card>ffe.

So that hc feemes the firft and mort abfo- 
lute Monarch of this land that hitherto wee 
find : The generali peace that held ail his 
time, honored his namc with the title of Paci- 
ficios : and rendred his Kingdome, neuer be- 
forcacquaintcd with the glory of quietneffe, 
veryfiourifhing.

Butas if the lame had been giuen to (be‘V, 
G and _____
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Saint Ulw ard.

97Í- 
EZfredhisftep- 
motherisfatd 
to baue mur- 
theredhim, 
hmtingintbe 
1:1 c ot ~Purbec\

and noc co víc, like a (horc calme beewixe 
ftormes, ic lafted buc little beyond his raigne 
of fixteene yeares : being coo ihorc co clofc 
che diffeuered ioyncsofacommixed Kingdom; 
which was onclie co haue becneche worke of 
Time : and chac nonę of cheic lace Princes 
( who were beft like co haue aduaneed and 
confirm’d che Srace of a Monarchie, ) werc 
ordeinedco haue. Buc ail ( as if chings would 
anochcr way ) werc puc off from cheir ends, 
bytheir vntimely deachs .• as was thisglorious 
young Prince, in che 32. ycare of hisage: 
leauing hislonneEdward, a childe, co vnder- 
goe che miièries of nonage, robe madę aïà- 
crifice for ambition, and a Saine by pcriecu- 
tion,chrough che hand ofa ftep-mocher; who 
co aduance her owne lónne Ethelred, brake 
in , oiier che bounds of nature andrighc, co 
make his way : and is íaid , her íclfe co haue 
murthered him, comming co her houle, e- 
ftrayedjin huncing,and diicompanied.

Etlnlrei,

978-
T> V T Ethelrrd, as if ill lec, proipered noc 
■L'on chis ground : che entrante to whofe 
raignewas bloud ;the middle, milcrie*,and  che 
end, confufion. They write, Saint Dunftan 
preaching ac his Coronation, propheticallic 
forctoldhim of thefccalamicies would folio w 
“ chis tranigiefsionrlaying: Tor t hal i hau haft 
“ ajjriredto theCrowne}by i hi death ofthy bro- 

_ _______________ thir,
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“ tber , murt bered by tby met her ; ihm faith 
tc the Lord-, thefvordfhal neuer départfrom tby 
“ houfe, raging againft tbee all the dayes of 
“ tby life, flaying tbofe of tby feede , till the 
“ Kingdome he transferred to another , who/e 
cs fafhion and language tby people flsall not 
(i knovoe. 2Vor [ball tby [inne, nor the [inne of 
“ tby ignominie us mot her, xvith her councellors, 
“ be expiated, but by long auengement. And 
this ( whether lö vttered or nor) was ratified 
in theeuenr. For eithcr thcir vniult diiordring 
ehe fuccefsion, or ehe concurrency ofhidden 
cauies meeting wich ic, io wrought, as this 
late begänne Monarchie Fell quite afunder, 
and begat the occaiion of two conquefts, by 
forraine nations, within the ipacc of 50. 
yeares.

For the Danes, hauing nowbecne 1b long 
inmates wich the Engliih, diipread ouer all 
partes by incermacching with them, andmul- 
tiplying wich the lace pcace and confédérati­
ons, had their partie, (thoughnottheirrule) 
’reatertheneucr : fo that thisopporcuniticof 

a yong and vnicccled Prince, in a new and bran- 
ded State, drewouer fuch multitudes ofother 
of the ßme nation : as euery coaft and part of 
the Land, were miierablie made the open 
rodesofipoileand ßccage ; iniùchfort, asthe 
Scate knew not where to make any certaine 
head againft them : for if incouncred in one

G 2 place,
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place, they ailaild anothcr, and had fo Turc 
intelligence what, and whereall préparations 
werc railèd, as nothing could bec effeâed 
auaylablcto quaile them j Whereupon Ethel- 
red, in the end, was faine, feeinghcecould not 
preuaile wichthefword, ro ailaile them with 
moncy, and boughr a pcace forten thoufand 
pounds : vvhich God wot, proued afrer,a 
very dcer penny-won h tothccommon wcalth, 
fhewing the leller thercof, how much was in 
his power, and the buyar,-at how hard a race 
his ncccfsitie was to bc ferued ; and yct not 
fore of his bargaine, longer chen the con- 
traftor would. Who hauing found the béné­
fice of this market, railèd the pricc thercof 
almoft citery yearc. And yct had not Ethelred 
what hce paid for : the Land in one part or

The original! 
ot Ddoegek 
the Erft impo- 
lition lud 
vponthc King- 
dome.

other, neuer freefrom fpoileand inuafion, but 
rather the more now oppreft, both by the war, 
and thistaxation. Which was thefirftwefind 
inour annales laid vpon the Kingdome, (and 
withheauie grecuance railèdina poorcdiftrei1 
ied State,)continuing many âges aftertheocca-
ficn was extinft : And in theend (though in an- 
othername) bccamethe vfuall ïupplymentin 
the dangers of the Kingdom, and theoccafions 
of Princes.

And hereby Ethelred both inlarged the 
mcanes and délire of the enemy, 1b thac ar 
length came Jwj», King of Dennwke, and

AuLtfe,
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u/í«4»/r,Kingof Norway, in perlon ,as if Jike- 
wifcto receiue hire for committing outrage j 
andwerc both returned with great fums, and 
jíulafeofa milder diípoíition.with bapťifme.

Thcíecalamities from abroad, werc madc 
more, by the d.íloyakies ar home :faith and 
reípcft ( being leldome found íafc in loft for­
tunes) held not in moft of the principall men 
imployedin thedcfencc. Admiral! of
the Nauy , is faid to haue giucn intelligence 
of allSca-préparations, anddilappointed that 
worke. The Earlcs Fra», tnthigitt., Godwyn, 
and Turkettle, diíčended of Danicke progeny, 
and of greateft coro mand , dcceiued the ar- 
mies by Land, and were the auähors of dif- 
couragemenc to the people they ledde. Edrtc 
Earleot Mircland ,after them madc Generali
of the Kings forces, is branded with cuerla- 
fting ignominie, and thetitle ofKi/'e, for his 
barbarousdifloyaltie, fruftrating all attempts 
wherein he was imployed.

/^/»^,aNobleman, for his mifdemeanor 
otitlawed, m.tde déprédations on the coaftes, 
with 20. (hips,and was thecaufe that 8o.morc 
icnt,to take him in3were vtterly confumcd.

This défection of his Nobiiitic,howfoeucr 
it mighebeby their owncdi.'content, émula­
tion, corruption , or afFcčťion, is laid to the 
pridcof Ethelred^ whom yet wec finde more 
vnfortunatethen weake. howlôeucr they haut

•
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let his marke : and negle&ed no occafion to 
make refiftancc and réparations againft all e- 
uents, bringing often his affaires to the verie 
point ofdilpatch, andyctptit by, at aninftant 
fromall, asifnothingwentwithhim, buthis 
will to doe woorthily : which howfoeuer it 
werc (befides the miferie to loolc) hee muft 
haue ( thac which accompanies infelicitie) 
ßlame, and Refroch. Though the many and 
deiperate battailes hee made ; the good conlti- 
tutionsfor thegouernment; the prouvions to 
fîipply all important occafions, fhew, that hee 
was not much behind the beit Princcsjbut only 
in fortune.

By the example ofEdgar his father,hee pro- 
cured amightic Nauie, caufing of euery 510. 
hide or plough-land throughout the King- 
dome, aihiptobe built, and ofeuery eighth, 
a Corflet to be found : Yet all this ihipping 
ftood him in littleftead, but was citherqualht 
wirb rempelt, confumed withfireby the ene­
my , or otherwife made vnulefull by neglećt, 
or ignorance : whereby the hope and infinite 
charge of the State werc diiappointed. Fa­
mine , and mortalitie, the attendants ofwarre, 
with ftrange mandations, wrought likewiiè 
theirparr, asif confpirators ofdeftruftion3 
and all concurťd to make a diímallfeafon.

Manyycares it was not; ereďwww kingof 
Danes rcturned to raile againe new fummes 

--------------------------------------------------------
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bynewaffli&ions >and tormenting hcere this 
poore turmoyled people, morerhcn euerjre- 
ceiues a fce for bloud-lhed, to thefummeof 
48000 pounds ; grantcd in thc generali affem- 
blyofthe States at London, andapeace, orra- 
ther paćłion of íeruitudc concluded ; with 
quiet cohabitation , víc of like libcrries, and a 
perfeftvnion bctweenethc pwo nations, con- 
firmed by oathsof cither part, and Hoňages

1

dcliucrcdofours.
But this as a breathing time, ícarfeheldout 

theyeare. Whcn thc occafion ofgreatermif- 
chiefes was giucn by a vniucríáll maffacre of 
thc Dunes fuddenly hecre contriued : and efFe- 
ftedby thcKings commandement, vpon the 
fuggeftionofHune, a great Commander, and 
a violent warricrofthat iimc. Vrgingtheinlb- 
lencieofrheDunes, thatnow grownehaughtie 
withthispcacc ; Committedmanyoutrages, 
violating the wiues and daughters of grcat 
men, with many other intollerable diíorders.

Such, andfoíňddaine was the generali cxe- The maíFacre
cutionof this a&, throughoucali parts ofthe oftMeDaa«.

Kingdomejaconc inftanr, as íhewed the con- 
currcncie ofan inueterate rankor, and incom- 
patability ofthefetwo nations, impofsiblero 
be conioyned. So that ncither Temples, Al­
tars , Supplications, nor any band of aliance, 
were auatlcable to fauc them from flaughter. 
Whcrein to inceníe thc more their King, 

Gunild,

IOO2.
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Gunild, his fifter, a woman of maículine cou­
rage, who had a littfc before receiued Chri- 
ftendom, a mediator and pledgc of thc peace, 
hauing firft her husband and foniie flaine in 
her fight, racher wich a rhrcatning, then appa- 
led countcnance, met her death, makingim­
précation for reucnge , and forctclling her 
bloud wouldsíisit<iid,coftjE«^/4»4dceře.

Soonewasthe noticccf thisenormiousaft, 
giucn to Srvaine, and as foonc armed with rage 
andpower.rcentrcd he the Kingdome, hauing 
now a fairer íhcw to doe fowly, then euer; 
wrong had madc him a right, who had none 
before ; and thc people of the Land, not ío 
forward to maintainc their ačt, as to com­
mit it , rather were content to gine him the 
poflěísionot their country, chenthathe íhotild 
wink: thcgrcaceftpartof thc Kingdome fub- 
mitiing thcmíelucs vnto him ; oncly thecitie 
of London , which Ethelred hcld fortified 
madc noble refiftar.ee till hce left themjand, 
conucyedhimíělfe firft into thc lile of iVigbt, 
and after into Z^ormandie, whither hcc had 
fent Emma his Qticene, with their 2. fonnes, 
tÆlfrid and Edward, before, from the rage 
ofthistempcft. Butwithim. moneths he was 
rccalled home by thc peoplcof England, vpon 
thcdcath qÇSwaine, whoatthcpointtohauc 
bccnecrownedKing, and had gcnerally taken 
oftages and oathcs of fcalty , died fiiddenly: 

leauing

refiftar.ee
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Icauing his iônne Knute co fucceede his for­
tunes,and accomplit whac he intended.

i/Äf/reifreturning, was foonc furniihcwith 
an Army,fecs vpon Knute in Lindfey, wherche 
lay with his Fachers fhipping, and Hoftagcs, 
and draue him to takc chelèas : whercwith in 
raged, niaking about tô Sandwich, he milera- 
bly mang!cd,and difmcmbred choie Hoftages, 
and fa Cent thcm home : himlclfe, with the 
ipoilcs his facher and hchadgoccen, returned 
tohiscouncrey, to makegreater préparations 
for theprolêcutionofhispurpolê.

Ethelred in ehe meanetiine, to inc reale ehe 
fummeofreuengemcnc wich more wrath, ata 
generali AiTembly at Oxford, cauíed many of 
ehe Danicque Nobilitie to be murthered : A- 
mong which were Sigifrith, and Morch.tr, 
Eearles of Northutnberland, whom the falle 
Edric (who hada hand on each iïde for mii- 
chiefe) inuiting chem to his lodging, vnder 
pretenceoffeafting, barbaroufly cauíed tobe 
Haine: their folio wers, afeer chey had íó long 
as chey could deiperately defended them- 
leluesand cheir maifters, fled inco a Church} 
where chey were wich ehe lame burnt. Knute 
armed wich ehe greaceft ofhisowne & neigh- 
bours powers made his confcdcrates, landcd 
againe, wichintheyeere, at Sandwich, & with 
outrcfiftance, had all the VVeft parts rend red 
vnto him, wich pledges for their obedience, 

H and
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and furniíhment wich hoříc and arm or. Here 
che falfeEí/rtf leaues his Licge-lord, and yeelds 
vs 40. fhips, and his periurd faich to Knute. 
Ethelredy languiihinginmindeand bodie, Ed- 
mond his Tonne, furnamed Ironfide ( tooppofe 
youth co youth) was imployed againft this 
rabiousinuador. A Prince worthy of a bctccr 
cime, andhadhefound faich, had madeiefo, 
and deliuered his country ac chat turne, from

•
the worft of miiêriesche conqueft by ftran- 
gers.

T) Vt nowvpon the deathof Ethelred ( whofe 
•D37. yeares raigne, (hewes that infelicitie 
(hall haue cime too much, and happinefle too 
little.) Knute was by moft of the Clergie and

Edmond Iron- 
fide fonneto 
Ethere d, by 
bisfirftwifc 
EJhelęęna.O

NobiliciechofenKing :onely the Cicyof Lon­
don , with (orne of the Nobility thereabout, 
madę élection of Edmond, and furniihed him 
with that power, as thereby, with the coura- 
giousardour of his youth (whichcommonly

loló.

: i

is moft in thefirftacccmpts) he hadere better 
in three imminent battels, within 3. moneths, 
and had likcwiíč obtained the fourth azEjJen- 
don (likely co hauebeen thelaft with the Daa«) 
buc thac che diiloyall Edric (lace renouncing 
his new Lord, iccingE</»w/f part in poisibiji- 
cy to preuailc) againe betray’d his truft, & with - 
drew himfclfe, and che charge hee had, co the 
enemy. This fatall bactcll loft England :hcre 

peri-
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periíhed che beft flowerofhonouritthen had : 
Hereamongft thcreft was ílaine, rlkilf an 
Earle of Ej/ex, of euer mémorable worch, who 
had long ftoodvpfortheKingdom, and in ehe 
cime of Swarne, was ehe firft that (he wed cherc 
was hopeand poisibilitiero quaile che enemy, 
had cherc becne an vnion in loyalty.

From chis bloudic worke, Edmond efcapes 
toGlocefter, corecolleft new forces, nor was 
heeioforlàken wich his fortune, buc chat hcc 
ioone recoucred anocher armie, to rc-aiïaik 
che enemie, chat might beidlevponthisvifto- 
rie. ButÆ0»te>asprouidentin thcproiecuuon 
ofhis bufineiTe, as fortunate cherein, makes 
afcer : Heere when bcch Armies were at che 
point to incounter, a motion of pcace was 
propounded : Sonie fay the two Kings, by 
fingle combat confenccd to décidé their for­
tunes, and the ouer-commer to cake all : and 
that in an Ifle of che riuer Seuern (their Ar­
mies on either ihorc, ipeftators of the aft) 
theytried the maiftery fortheprizeofaKing- 
dome : Afcer long and equall fight, finding 
eachothersworch, theycaft away their wea- 
pons, imbraced and concluded the peace: 
But howfoeuer, it feemes both fides tyred 
wichthemiferieofa confuming warre, neuer 
like to be ended, but by the vtter extirpation 
of the one, and confidering the danger of ei­
ther, and incertaintie of the future, were eafily

H 2 perfwa-
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The tleath of 
Ki ng Edmond 
Ironfide at Ox­
ford.

pcrfwadcd to imbrace a prefenc agreemcnt: 
which was madę by parting England betwixt 
themtwo, andconfirm’d by Oathand Sacre­
ment : putcing on cach others Appareil, and 
Armes, as a ceremonie toexpreíTc the attone- 
mentoftheir mindes, as if they madę tranfic- 
tion of their perfons cach to other. Knute bc- 
camcEdmond^ and Edmond\ Knute. A fatall ex­
change for fo free and magnanimous a Prince 
as Edmond : who indeede was now no more 
himfelfe; and being but halfea King, was in io 
fcw dayes after, nonę : as makes this peacc 
fhew fouler chen warre : for that armed him 
for life, this expofed him naked to death, 
which was ihortly after treacheroufly giuen 
hïm' aiOxford ; fomeiày by thefonneof-E^rr? 
(asiftofhew hee would be the heireofhis fa­
cher allo in Treafbn) whereby bochthehopc, 
and the other hälfe of England were vcterly loft, 
asdeterminablewith his raigne : which (wich 
ali we haue clíc of his magnanimous adions ) 
tookvpícarcc the circuit ofone wholeyearc : 
Andyeihadthacbecnípace cnough for glorie 
( whoíe meaíiire is to be taken rather by the pro- 
íunditiejthenthelength, which feldomeholds 
long and cuen) cocild he haue had that dceře, 
and bercerfor his renowne to haue died at the 
battaile of Ejfcndon with England, then dif- 
ccndcd co haue made it hälfe Denmarke, and 
liuc.

But



Lib.I. Knute. 1-0

T) Ve by chis rneancsÄ'tfwte atcayned ehe ab- 
■Dfolute dominion of the whole kingdomc, 
wbich hee gouerned wich better luftice then 
hecgot, conforming hisnatiueroughnes, to 
a more ciuilc and regulär faihion of life : And 
to haue England ice char now he was hers ; hee 
(ends away his Nauie, and ftipcndarieioldiers, 
home to their conneries, and puts himfclfe 
wholly,vpô chis people, taking the way of mild- 
neife, a bercer meancs for his cftabliihmcnt, 
then force : buc che Land paid for the rému­
nération of his people, and chis euacuacion of 
Strangers, 8 3 ooo.pounds of filuer pvhich ic ra­
cher conièntedcodoaeonce, then tohaue them 
a daily burthen, to pefter the State for euer.

Ac his firft comming to ehe Crowne, hee 
foughttoriddehimiêlfe, as well of hisfriends 
as of choie mighe proue his enemies. Edric 
who came firft tofelutchim lole KingofEng­
land ( as if to teil, thatheemadehimio) hee 
caufcd his head to bee fee on the higheft part 
ofthe Towrc of London, therein performing 
his promile of aduancing him aboue any 
Lord of the Land , and thereby difcharged 
himtclfe of fuch a debt, which though hee 
fhoeild haue paid , would neuer yet bec held 
fully clecrcd : giuing a generali íátisfaélion to 
the people, that reioyccd to fee Trcaiön fo 
iuftlyrewarded. Like compensation had (hoře­
ly after, the Earlcs T«rłz/,and £/ ick, who being

H 3 ba-
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baniíhcd che Land, were executed vpon their 
arriuallin Denmarke.

Buc ehe loue, «and high opinion of luftice 
heegocincheie, werc loftagainc in choie acti­
ons , wherein hee rooke couniell onclic of his 
fcares, for ehe extirpation of ali choie of ehe 
Royall bloud of England ; As of Edwin, and 
Edward^ ehe ibnnes of the late King Edmond 
( co whome appertained the moyecic of the 
Kingdom by contraft) & of Edwin his brorherj 
which thrce, he lene tobemurchered abroad, 
tfi beguilethe rumor ac home : Bur, which is 
ftrange, choie cimes, chough rough, afforded 
nocyetan inftrumenc for ehe execution ofhis 
deiire : and all cheiè Princes were preierued 
and conueyed out of danger by choie vvho 
ihould haue madę them away. The two laft 
were bred by íá/íWíw^King of flungarie^whcrc 
Edward (furuiuing his brocher) maried Aga­
tha, iifter co chac Queene. (And iöme write, 
daughterto cheEmperourÄirwy 3.) by whom 
hee had two ibnnes, Edmond and £^4r,daugh- 
ters, Margaret andchriflina.

Alfred,and Edward, fonnes of King Ethel- 
redy by Emme, were preferued by Richard Duke 
ofatymandie choir Vnkle,and fo layoucofhis 
way.

This priuate iniufticc (which often may 
be more in compasfion, chen hurt to ehe Stare ) 
hecibughc co recompence wich all publique 

iatif-
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iatisfaćHons : repairing the naufrage of che 
common-wealch ( madę by che rage of warre ) 
bothin ornament and order : erećHng Chur- 
chcs and Monafteries, wich large parents of 
prouifions, both for the expiation of his in- 
manities fore-committed , and to memorize 
the places of his viftories with his thanke- 
fulneflc to God. The Conftirutions Eccleiia- 
fiicall and Ciuile, divulged in the languageof 
that time, ceftifie his tender piety, and care of 
luftice : and are fo full of religions admoni­
tions, as it feemes, heheld ehe beft meanes to 
haue lawes oblcrued, was to haue ehern firft 
enaéled in the confcicnccs of men. Amongft 
others, hce inflićted exact punilhmenc on all 
intempérances of his people, and offences 
committedagainft publique manners. Seuere 
he was, but not cruell : few of his lawes ian- 
guinarie,as being not the cuftomeof the time: 
which chough rough, yet found meanes to 
maintaine publique order, wirhoutthelućhi- 
all remédie of bloud. No puniíhments capi tali, 
vnlcfs confpiracies :the reft wercallpecuniarie 
cnuléts, baniíhments, bondagc or impriíon- 
ment.

Toíhew his clemency, this ( amongft ma­
ny) isonecxampieitherewasalaw, thatwho- 
foeuer had commitccd thefe, and the goods 
found in his houfe, all his familie w erc made 
bond, eucn to thechilde in checradle : This

, he
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he antiquités as moft vniuft, and ordaines, 
that onely the malcfaćłor, and fuch as could 
aide him, ihould endure the punilhmcntiand 
that the wifc , vnlefle the thing ftolnc, werc 
found vnder her lock, íhould not be guilcie of 
her husbandsoffcnce.

Thus was he co his people,with whom, hee 
is faid to haue fo well cleered himlelfe ( how- 
íbeuer he did with God ) chat he became King 
ofcheiraffećłions, as well asof theircountrie. 
Andtomaintaine this opinion, hee didmanie 
popular aćłs : as firit all rites of honour and 
rcucrencetothemcmorie of the late KingE</- 
n>ond, his confederate : befides : the executing 
all fuch as could bee found to haue had anie

>_____ __

hand in that murther. Then married he heere 
at home, late wifc to King Ethelred
( though it were more for his honour then 
hers, to accept his bed, that had becne the 
perfecutor of her husband and children ) 
whereby hee held the Duke of Normandie 
from attempting any thing for his nephewes, 
in regard his fifter mighthaueother by him.

Hauing thus eftabliihed this mightie King- 
domcjoccafion préparés him another. The 
people qfNorway, contemning thedebilitie of 
their King, and confpiring to depofe him, 
grewiacofaćłion: whereupon hee fallens ; and 
wich the great forces he broughe out of Eng- 

1 ''and, the mightof moncy, and high eftima- 
_________ _________________________tion
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tion of bis worthineffc, fo preuailed, as hee 
fooneobteynedthatkingdome; and wasnow 
the moft renowned and potent Prince in all 
thefe parts of the world: intitled, Kingof E»£- 
land,Denmarke,aná Norvpey.

Hcrewithall grew his magnificence, as 
wideashis power, and was eipecially exten- 
dedto theChurch, which he labonred moft 

! to gratifie 9 eyther for the confidence of his 
■ deedes, or that bis pcople , ( generally ad- 
! dićłcd to deuotionjmight bc made the more 
his. And holding it not enough topoureout 
his immenfe bounty here wichin the land, 
feckes to make Reme alfo feele the fulnefie 
thereof; whfther he went in perlon ,andper- 
formed many famous workes ofcharicie and' 
honour;both tbere,and in all bis voyage. He 
freed the Saxon fchoole , his predcceffors of 
England had founded , from all impolition: 
as hee did likewile all ftreights and paiTages, 
where traucllers were with rigor conftraincd to 

j pay toll.
Of his entertainment at Rome with the Pope, 

Conrade the Emperour , and diuerfe other 
Princes of the Chriftian world, himfelfe writes 
to the Bilhops and Nobility of England, and 
withallexhortsthem very powerfully to haue 
an efipcciall regard to the dueadminiftration 
of luftice, to all his fiibietfts alike, without do- 
ing the leaft wrong for his gaine, hauing no

, - I necd
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necde to aduance his reuenue by finne : A ad al­
fo charges them to fee all Chirchfcot and Rome- 
fcot fully cleered before his returhe.

Theaftiuc vertueofthisPrince,being the 
mightieft , and moft abiblute Monarch chat 
euer yct appeared in this Kingdome, the au- 
thor of a doze,and firft ofa new Gouernmenc, 
is iiich j as ihewes hce ftriued by all worthy 
wayes, to lay the ground-worke ofa State: 
which according to his framc , was cychcr to 
holdgood to his pofterity, or not. And as like- 
ly was hee,to haue beenecheroote of afuccefsi- 
on,íprcadinginto many difeents, as was afr- 
ward the5hauing as plen ifullan iíTue 
maículine,as hee : befides, hec-raigned neercas 
long jfarre better beloued >of dilpoíi tion more 
bountifull, and of power larger todoegood. 
Butit was not in his fate; his children mifcaried 
in theiüccefsion: and all this great wotke feil 
in a männer with himielfe.

Harald.
IO38.

T 'ïdrald*  the eldeft fonne of Knute ( fbme 
■Łlwrite by his fathers ordinance .othersby 
the cleftion of the Dantcque Nobilitie, in an 
aflemblyatOx/m/) was made King.-whereas 
Gt/dwyn Earle of Kent, and the Nobility óf 
England, wouid haue chofen Hardiknute^ borne 
ofQueeneEmme,ordie ^ilfride^ the fönne of 
Ethelred, who is fäid to haue come out of 

wanttytvpon the death ofKnute, to clai mc
* tgs the
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theCrownej E\xt Harald being at hand, caricd 
it;Thefirftaćf ofwhoiê raigne, was the ba- 
niihment, and furprizing ail the Treaiùre of 
his ftep-mother QueeneEmme; Thenthcput- 
tingoutthceyesof^z/rZ/hcr ionne, hiscom- 
petitor: and committing him to a loathibme 
prifon, whereheedied. For which deed, the 
EarleGtfi/jyjzrbearcsa foulemarke, as bccray- 
ing him. Queene Emme repaires to Baldo um 
Emie o f Eianders, herkinfman; whereiheere- 
maincd during the raigneof Harald\ which was 
butoffoureyeares, and rhen with her fonne 
Hardiknute(w\\Q came out of Denmarke, asic 
leemespreparedforíómethingelfe, then tovi- 
fic her at Bn^«)returned into England.

' 1 His Hardtknule inuefted' in the Gouerne- 
-*•  ment, foonefruftrated the hope and opi­

nion fore-conceiued of him : and firft in like 
fort began with that dégénérons aćt of re- 
uenge ( whercinnone are laid ío much to de- 
light in;as women)cauíing the body ofthelatě 
King to be vntomb’d, the head cutoff, and 
thrown into T hamesjŤ hcnmakes inquifition 
foríuchasweregnilty of the deathof Alf ride, 
his brother by the mother : whereof Earle 
Godwynand the Biíhop of Worcetfer are accn- 
fcd : The Bifliop is difpoffeft his Sea ;and the 
Earle with a rich and rare deuiíed preícnt,in 
forme of a (hip of gold, appeafcd that furie j

I 2 making

Hardihiate.
IO41.
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The reifen of 
the extinction 
cf theDüBW in 
England.
Anno 1.043.

making publicke proteftation of bis Innocen­
cie bcfore the wholcNobilitie, withwhom in 
rcípeft his decpc roote had Ipread ío many 
branches, heeftood firme ,and all ehe blame 
was laide to the violence andrankorof thelarc 
King.

Befides, the offending thele great men, hec 
added a generali grieuance to the whole King- 
dome,byaprodigaHlargeiïè, giuing to euery 
Marinerof his Nauieeight Markes, andtoe- 
uery Maifter ten , which hee impofed to bee 
paide by the State. Bitt after bauing called 
hoincEd'w/i/hisother halfe-brother, out of 
Normandy, hec liued not long ,for farther vio­
lences ; Ďying fiiddenly the lècond yearc of 
his raigne, in the célébrationof a marriage at 
Zaw^r^inhisgreatcft lolity, not withoutïùfi 
pition ofpoyiön.

AND with hitn ended the gouernment of 
-L*the  Bants in E»^/<iWi/,hauing only continu- 
cd 2 6.yearesvndertheie thrcc laft Kings : and 
that without any cracke or noyfe, by reafon t he 
Nation had no prédominant lide, that might 
fway the State in relpeft of the remifsion of 
their power home in the firft yeare of Knute^ 
and no great admiffion of others after r and 
that fuch, as wcrc herc before, werenow fo in­
corporated with the Engliih , as they made 
onebody : and mofl of them planted in the

remote
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remoce parts of ehe Kingdome, char lay ouer 
againft Denmarke : whereby, chat which wíth 
ali the ftrugling , no power or diligence of 
maticould refift, expired of ic felfe; leauing 
England to a King of hcrowne, and Denmarke 
to ciuilediicord about the fucccfsion, Norwey 
likewiië returning obédience to a ibnne of 
o/4«Ąrecouered quietneife, and a home borne 
Kingi

T) Y which occafion , Edward, the fonne of 
HEtbelred, iùccecding in the gouernement, 
raigned twenty foure ycars in peace ( which be- 
fides a fcw monethes, was aitthe fpace that lay 
betwixtjthe two gulphesof ftrangers domina­
tion ) and was a Prince more neccifarie then 
profitable :fit for no ocher then the calme tirne 
hebad. For hauing beene fo long broughtvp 
wich the Nunnes at Iwnieges, in Normandie, 
he ièarceknew tobea man when heecameinto 
England. And to fliew how Iktlc hee vndec- 
ïtood himièlfe -,they note howin agrcat anger 

j hee iàid to a baie fcllow that difturbed his 
game in hunting , I would punifli thee vcere 
I able. And as if hee had vowed their conti- 
ncncie wich whom heewas bred, wasio fane 
from knowing ocher women (eyther thorow 
conícienceer debility ) as his owne wife,afcer 
his deach , protefted hcrfelfc free from any 
carnall ait done by him, and yct liued hee wit h

I 3, her

Uwardthe 
Confcßor.

IO43.
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her in all formall ihew of marriage.
Thefoftfimplicicy of thisKing, gaueway 

tothegreatnefieof ehe Parle Godwyn, and his 
children,who, for chat hee wouldieeme ehe 
cipeciall man in his preferment to the Crown, 
and by matching his daughter Edith to him, 
iwayed chiefly the wheele of that time j and 
y et not withou t oppofi tion : For <$> ward, Earle 
of ^orthumberland,and Leofrike, Earle ofZ/i- 
reford,men ôf as great State and ipirit, feeing 
himmoft for himiclfe, bccame more for the 
King ,andhad their turne in performing very 
noble actions. Nor did their émulation but 
much conduce to the preient benefite both of 
the King and State ; For the Earle Syward, 
would not bee behinde hand in effećting as 
braue^jeedesin the North, as Harald,Earle of

#/<?*, the fonne of the Earle Godwyn perfor- 
med againft ehe Welih in the Weit : For the 
firftdepriued of life andCrowne,Macbeth,an 
vfurper,andinuefied Malcolm,\n theKingdom 
of Scotland,the other defeited 2tá,and Griffine, 
two brothers, Kings of^Zw, and fubdued that 
Prouince to this Crowne.

Befides, the Earle Godwyn had to ftruggle 
withan Arch-Biihop of Canterburie ) Robert, 
a forman, preferred from a Monke,firft to 
London -, and after to that Sea by the King, in- 
wardly affećhng moft that Nation, as being 
part of their blood, and bred amongft them. 

_________________ Of



Ot whom ic lecmed heehad many abouchis ! 
perfon , whofe neerenefle, being ftrangers, ! 
whatióeuer they did, could not auoyde co be 
thoughc to doc ill offices againft die Earle, ■ 
and the Englifh in generali : whereby, what 
went not right in the lyne of menn’s defires: 
was thoughc to bee their caufe. And in fto- 
macks fuli charged, this occafion gaue morę 
fire. Euïïace Earle of Bullogne,who had maried 
Goda the Kings fifter , hauing beene at the 
Court, and recurning into France, his Her- 
bengerin taking vp lodgings at Douer, vpon 
hisperemptory behauiour, was by a Citizen 
flaine : ehe Earle .arriuing with all his traine, • 
puriues,and (lew the homicide, with cighceene Ï 
other.The Citieièeing this.tooke armes,and in 
the bickering, theEarle loft twoand twenty of 
hi menr.vherupon,backchehaftstotheKing, 
aggrauatestheiniolencyoftheCitizcnsfofarre, 
that the Earle Golwyn is lent for ,and comman- 
ded with a power of men, to makeagainftthe 
Citie of Douer, to chaftice the people. The 
Earle- confidering it was vpon the informa­
tion of one fide j aduiied the King rather to 
lènd for the chiefe of the Citie,tovnderftand 
what they could iày for chemlelues, and accor- 
dingly to proceede; which being taken for a 
coldneiTein thebufinefïe, andof faiiourto his 
counrrey-men, gaue the King and his cnemics ' 
occafion to iufpećt his affeftion. Shořely 

afeer,

L i b . I. Edward the Cenfeflor.
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1 after, the Earle isfummoned co an Alfembly 
at G louceft er ,wherc neyther hee, norany of his 
fonnes would appeare 3 and fofpeding lome 
practice againft him by his enimics, rai fes 
forces, pretending to fuppreiTe rhe Weift, 
who were not found to offend , wherevpon 
the Affembly remoues to London, fummons 
him againeto make his apparance, todifmiífe 
hisforccs, and tocorne ondy attendcd with 
twelue perlons. Hee fends them word, to dif- 
miifehis forceshee wascontent, or any thing 
elle the King would cqmmand him, fo it were 
with rhelàfctie of hislife and honourjbut to 
comedilaccompanied, was for neither. T hen 
was hecomtnanded within fine dayes to départ 
the Reaime,which hecdid, and with Touftayne 
and Swayne his fonnes, gets him ir&oElaun- 
dersjNhece, TčwJřaywemarricd thcdaugbter of 
the Earle Baldouin y. Harald his eldeft fonne, 
departsintoZreZiW the King putsfromhim 
theQueene, to bec partaker of thedifgrace, 
and mifcrie of her houle. The Earle Godwyn 
in this defperate fortune > w hilft the Jnwj&and 
his enimies pofleft the King, feil to piracy, 
difturbed the coafts, approachcd London ^y 
thcRiuer j and being fo popular, as no forces 
wouldoppolèagainfthim, madcatleagthhis 
ownepeacc withpower j in fuch fort, as the 
Erenc h fearing reuenge, forfook both the Court 
andKingdomc.

This
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This ( asfbre-pomnng to a.ftorme -chat was 
gathering on chat coaft) began che firft diffé­
rence wich che Erench nacion : which chus ac- 
quainted wich che diftraćłion of the King- 
dome , and factions of greac men , wrought 
on choie aduantages, and were inftrumentsto 
dra w on che facall en cerprize chac followed.

Theweaknefleofthc King, and che diipro- 
porcionace greatneffe of cheEarle Godwyn, bc- 
ing rifen vp from Ib greac a fali ( learning chere- 
by,tolooke bectcr co his feete, and make his 
fide ftrong ) incrcafed chcfe dilconcencmencs, 
and parcialicics in che Srace : wherein many 
aćts of iniuftice , by the fway of power and 
pafsion , werecommicted , which did much 
blacken chat time of peace, and madę a good 
man (noc by doing, buc induring ill ) held co be 
a bad King.

And itis faid, thac Emme che Queeae mo- 
ther, had hcr parc of much afflićłion in his 
raigne,fuffcring hoch in her goods and ferne: 
andhow co purge hcr felfe of a icandall raifed 
on her wich \ytlwjn, Bifhop of Winchester, fhee 
vnder-wenc che criall of Fire-Ordeall ( which 
was co paflfe blind-fold , wich bare fcece,ouer 
certaine Plough-fhares, made redde hoc,and 
laide an vneuen diâance one beforecheother) 
which fhee fafely performed. And the reafôn 
why, both her fonne and ehe State folittlere- 
fpcded this great Lady ( wholc many yeares 

K had
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had made heran aćłor in diueriè fortunes) was, 
for that fhc neuer affećłcd king Et heIred, nor 
chechildreníhe had by him randfor her ma­
riage wich Kaute, rhe great enemy and fubduer 
ofthe Kingdome, whomihee euer much more 
loued Iiuing,and commended dead.

Itièemed theiê priuatc grudges, wirb mens 
pariicular ends, hcld theiè rimes íb buíied, 
thaï che publicke was neglećfed, and an ifltic- 
leiTe King, gaiie matter for ambition and 
power, to build hopes and pradiïes vpon t 
thoughfor his owne part hee fhewedto baue 
hada care for the íucceíšion, in fending for his 
nephew Edward, intitled the Out-law, wich 
his children, out of Hungary. But Edward, 
fhorrly afeer his arriuali died , and Edgar his 
forme (fiirnamcd u^rée/w^jtoiây, che noble 
Edgarjey eher by reafon of hisyouch,which yct 
wasnobarrecohis right, or being borne and 
breda ftranger, litcle knowing, orknowntothe 
Kingdome, had his claimenegleded vponthe 
deachof chis pious King.

HaraUůi^fe- 
coadi

io 66.

AND Harald, iönne to the Earle Godwin 
d*  ( ehe next day after ) was preferred to the 
Crowne; whetherby any title hee might pré­
tend from ehe Danictjue Kings , as diieended 
fromthat Nation (and, as lome report, fönne 
toGi/Z'à, fifter to Swayne ) or by meere cleion 
of thegreaterpart of the Nobilicie , wecannor 

íay,
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iây:butitièemes,che prefsing necefsicieofthe 
cime, tharrequireda more man, to vndergoe 
ehe burchen of warre, and chat trouble, che 
woild was Iike co fali into, by reafon of che 
claimesnow madeboth. by che Dane andsyyr- 
man, caft ic fuddenly vpon him, as che moft e- 
minenc man of theKingdome.boch by che ex­
périence of his owne dcieruings, and the 
ftrength of his alliance. Neiťher did he faile 
buc infortune, co make good chis elećtion, ca- 
king all che beft courfos boch for che well-or- 
dering of the Srace, and ali prouvions for dé­
foncé, thac a policicke and ačtiue Prince could 
do. But being co deale in a broken world, 
where the affections of men were ail difioyn- 
ted, ordaihcwichthe terror of an approaching 
mifehiefo, failing (as viùally is iêene) in theiè 
publicke feares, boch in their diligence and 
courage to wichftand ic, foone found more 
thenenough codo.

And ehe firft man, which began to difturbe 
his new gouernmenc, was his owne yonger 
brocher Touflayne, who in the cimeofthelace 
king Edward, hauing the gouernmenc ofNor- 
/hnmberland, was forhispride andimmanicies 
ihcwed in thofo parcs , baniihcd ehe King- 
dome, and now by reaion of his former con- 
ceiucd hacred againft his brocher, eafily icc 
on, bythe Duke of Normandie, and Baldouin, 
Earle of Elanders ( whofo two daughters the

K 2 Duke
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Duke and hee had married) ailailcs firft the Iflc 
oltVight, andafter iétsvpon the coaft ofKent, 
whence hce was chaièd by the power of Ha­
rald, and forced to withdraw into the Nprth 
parts, and therefecking toland, was likewife 
repulfcd , by the Earles Morcbar and Edwyn 
( whofe fißer Harald had maried) Then craucs 
heaydeoftheóto/j, andafterof Harald furna- 
med Harfager, King of , being then
takingin the Orchades, and exercifing piracie 
in thoie parts, whom he induced with all his 
forces to inuade England. And landing at 
Tinmoutb ( difcomfeiting their firft incoim^ 
ters ) they marchcd into thc heart of the King-, 
dome without refiftance. Neere Stamford, 
King Haraldof England met them with a puiř 
fant armie jand after long and eager fight, en- 
ded the day with viâory, and the deach of his 
brother Touflaine,and the King of T^orwey.

But from hence was hecalled with his wea- 
ried and broken forces, to a more fatall bufi- 
nefle in the South. For now William Duke 
of Normandy, pretending a righc to the 
Crowne of England, by the teftament of the 
lare King Edward hiskmfcman, vpon thead- 
uantage of a bufie rime, and the disfurniih- 
ment of thofe parts, landcd at Pemfey, not farre 
from Höflings \n Su(fex : neere to which place, 
was tried by che great Aisize of Gods iudge- 
mentinbattell, the right of power, betweene 

________________ the
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the Englifb and Tforman Nation. A battailethe 
moft mémorable of all other: and howfocuer 
miierably loft, yet moft noblyfought, onthe 
part England • and the many wounds of Ha- 
raidthereflaine, with the heapes of thouiands 
of theř^///ž,íhew, how much was wrought to 
haueiàu’d theircountrey, from thecalamity of 
forraineièruitude.

And ycc, how Ib great a kingdomc as Eng­
land then was, could with one blow be fub- 
dued by ib imali a prouinceas Normandy 5 in 
fuch fort, as it could neuer after come to make 
any generali head againft the Conquerour, 
mightieeme ftrange, did not the circumftan- 
ces fore-noted, and other concurrent caiiiès, 
in the next booke to be declared, giuevs faire 
and probable reafon thereof : Befides,the in- 
difpoiition of a difeafed time (as it is deicri- 
bed by fuch as liued neereft it ) may giue vs 
great cuidence in this examination. For they 
fay, the people of this kingdomc, were, by 
their being (ecure from their former enemy 
the Dane., and their long peace ( which had 
hcld in a manner from the death of king Ed­
mond Ir on fi de, almort ý o. yeares) growne neg- 
lećłiue of armes , and generałly debaufhed 
with luxurie, and idleneffe : the Cleargieli- 
centious, and onely content with atumultua- 
ry learning : The Nobilitie giuen to gluttony, 
venery and oppreflion ; the common fort to

K? drunkn-
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drunkenncffe,andall diíbrder: And theyíay, 
that inihelaftaétion ot Harald az Stamford^ che 
braucft men perifhed , and himfelfe growing 
iníolentvpontheviétorie/étayningthefpoyles,  
withoutdiftribution to his fouldiers.not inured 
tobecommanded by martial! diícipline, made 
them diícontent and vnruly : and comming to 
thisbattellwithmany mercinary men, and a 
difcontented Armie, gauč great occaíion to the 
lamentable loffe thereof.

Befides, the Normans had a peculiar fight 
with long bowcs, wherewith the Englifb ( thcn 
altogethervnacquainced ) were efpecially ouer- 
thrownc. And yettheirowneWriccrs report, 
how the maine battallion of the Englifb, coníiít- 
ing ofBilles ( their chiefe and ancient weapon ) 
held in a body íb cloíe lockt togecher , as no 
force could diffolue them ; till the Normans, 
fayning to fly, drew them to a difordered pur- 
fuite. And íb they exeufe the fortune of the 
day.

And thus my noble Lord , haue I, in the 
ftraighteft couríe, thevneven compaffe of An- 
tiquitie could direćt mee, got ouer the wide 

and intricate paffage of thoíe times, chat 
lay beyond the worke I purpole 

more particularly to 
deliuer.

The end ofthefrît Booke.
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SECOND BOOKE 
OF THE HISTÓRYOF 

ENGLAND.
The Ufe ofW IL LIA M. I.

Come no w ( my Noble 
Lordof Recheßer^towmc 
of a rime wherein the 
State of England receiued 
an alteration oflawes, cu- 
ftomes,fa(hion, mannerof 
liuing,language, writing, 

with new formes of fights, fortifications, 
buildings,and generally an innouation in mott 
things but Religion. So thatfrom this mu­
tation, which was the grcateft it euer had, 
wee are to beginne with a new accountof an 
England, more in dominion abroad, more in 
State and abilitieat home3andof more honour 
and name in the world then heretofore : which 
by being thus vndone, was madę, as if it wcre 
in her face to get more by her loíTes, thep her 

L better
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better fortunes. For as firft the conqueft of rhe 
Dams brought her to the intyreft Gouerne- 
ment ihee euerpoflèft athome,and madę her 
moft redoubted of all thekingdomes of the 
North: fo did this of the Norman by com- 
ming in vpon her, make a way to let her out, 
and ftretch her mightie armes ouer theSeas, 
intothe goodly Prouinces of theSouth. For 
bcfore thelć times, the Englifh nation fró their 
firft eftabliihmentinthis Land, about thclpace 
of yoo.yeares, neuer madę any ially outof 
the lile, vpon any other part of the worlde3 
butbufied at home in a deuided State^hclda 
brokengouernmentwith theDaz?«, and ofno 
great regard3it feemes, with other narions3till 
X»«/elead them foorth intothekingdome of 
S^B^where they firft fhewed effefts oftheir 
valour, and what they wouldbec, wert they ! 
imployed. i

But the tyrrnus hauing more of the fiinne, 1 
and ciuilitie by their commixtion with the 
£«§///$ j begat fmoother faillions , with 
quicker motions. And being a nation free 
fromthat dull diieaie of drinke, wherewith j 
their former conquerours were naturallyin- 
feéted, induced a more comely tempérance, 
with a neercr regard of reputationandhonour. 
For whereas before, the Engltfh hued looïê, 
in littlehomely cottages, where they fpent all 1 
theýreuenewes in good fare5 caringfor little | 

otherj
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other gaicie ac all. N o w after ehe Norman m an- 
ncr, theybuild them ftately houiès, prouide 
furnilhments, crcct Cailles, after ehe archite­
cture of France*  which before wereotherwifè. 
Theyincloie parkesfor their priuate pleafure, 
being debarred ehe general libertie of hunting, 
which heretofore chey enioied : whereupon ali 
the terras ofbuilding, hunting, tooies of work- 
men, names of tnoft handy-crafts appertaining 
tothedehghts and adornements of iife, came 
ail to beein French. And withall, the Norman 
habits, and fafliionof liuing, bccame general- 
lyaiTumed, both in regard ofnouelty, andto 
take away the note ofdift'erence, which could 
not be weil lookt on in this change.

And though the body of our language re- 
mained theSdxw, yetitcamcioalteredinthe 
apparraileof the French tongue, as now wee 
hardly know ic in the anciçnt forme it had; and 
not îq ranch as the çharafter wherein it was 
wntten, but was altred to thar of the Roman*  
and French now vlèd.

Buttotheend wee maythe botter know the 
man, and the nation that thusiubdued vs ; wee 
rauft take our courfevp to the head of their 
Originals.

Vae Normans*  wee finde to haueifiuedout 
of Norxvay and Denmarke, and*were  of like 
manners,as the reft of choie Northerne Coun- 
tries ; which by realpn of the apt mixture of 
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their phlegmatique and fanguine complexi- 
ons , wich their promifcuous ingendring, 
without any tye of marriage, yeelded chat eon-
tinuall furchargement of people , as chey wert’ 
forced co vnburthen themfelues on other 
Countries, wherefoeuer their violence could 
make them roome. And oüt of this redun­
dancje, Roui, or Ro>, a great Commander a- 
mongftthem , furnilhed a robuftious power 
inthe cimcof Kingazf^m/, andfirft landedin 
England, (chat euer lay m che Roade to all 
thefe inuadets) where Unding no roome emp- 
tie, nor any imploimcnr, was content (vpon 
fomc releefereceiued) tovfehis forces other-

!

where -, which hee didagainft Ramhalt, Duke 
offr/xe, and Reignier Duke of Chaumont, and 
Hennalt : wich whom hec had many violent 
encounters, and committed great fpoiles in 
their Countries. Which done, hee pafTcd 
along the coaft of France, entred the mouth 
of Seine, and fackt ail the Country vp to Roan: 
where the people hauing beéne lately before 
mifcrably afflided by Hasiing, (anotherin- 
uader of the famé Nation) werefoterrified 
bytheapproach of theiènew forces, thatthe 
Archbifhoppe of Roan, bythe confèntof the 
people, offered him the obedience of thatCi- 
tie, andtheConntrieabout, on condition hee 
would défend them, and minifter lufticeac- 
cording to thelawes of Christ, and the

_____________ _ Cuftomes
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Cuftomes of the Countrie. For Charles the 
Simples, thenKingof France, yeeldtng noprc- 
fent luccour, being ocherwife imbroiled about j 
eheright of hisCrowne, gaue him the oppor-, 
tunitie to plant him in that place, andtogrow ! 
fopowerfuli, as fhortly after heattempted the i 
conqueft ofParis-, and gaue many notable de- 
feats to the FrenchLeaders. So that in theend, 
Charles was faine to buy his peace with the 
pticeof an alliance, and the whole Country of
Nueßria ( orWefirifh} whichof the Normans 
was after called Normandy. And thereupon 
Roui became a Chriftian, andbaptized,had the 
name of Robert, giuen by Robert, brocher to 
Pudes, late King of France, whothen ftood in 
compétition for chat Crowne with Charles the 
Simples flw\ is laid to haue vnder-aided Roulie- 
crctly, ofpurpole to make him friendhis dé­
fi gnes ; rhough after hee vrged it an Article a- 
gainftCÄdr/«, the giuing away his Country, 
andthefauouringofftrangers.

And thus came Roui to eftablifh a State to 
his pofteritie, ordering the lame with that 
ludgementand equitie, as hee left his name 
in a perpetuall reuerence, and hislucceflours a 
firme Foundation to plantvpon. From hima 
in a dire# line, deicended fix Dukes of Nor­
mandie in the fpace of I20. yeeres : William, 
the firft, Richard I. Richard 2. who had two 
Tonnes, Richard and Robert, that fucceffiuelie

L j inherited
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inherited che Dukedomc.
Robert after hauing gouerned eight yeeres, 

(cither meerelyfor deuotion,) which charity 
ought racher deeme) or expiation for lome fe- 
cret guilt, wherewith his conlcience mighc 
ftand charged,about his Brothers deathfwhich 
becaufe it was vntimely, mightbee chought 
vnnaturall ) rcfoluesto vificethe holySepul- 
chre. And acquainting his Nobility there- 
withall, was by them rauch diilwaded, in re­
gard hee had no iflue : and chat already they 
laid, «zfZw, Earle of Britatne, and the Earle of 

were in conteftation, who ihould 
iucceedehim in the Dutchie : fo that vpon his 
dcath, and their ftrife, the Countrie was like to 
becomeapreytotheSouldicr, from whichin 
confcience hee was bound by his bell meanes 
to iècure ic. The Duke willed them co bee 
content. I haue (faid hee) a httle Baftard,of 
whofe worchincflè, I haue great hopc, and I 
doubt not but he is of my begetting .• him will 
linueftintheDutchieas mine heire: And from 
hence for th I pray you take him for your Lord 
The Earle of Britaine ( notwithfíanding his 
compétition ) to lhew the affiance I haue in 
him, I will conftitucehis gouernor^ and Seneß 
chall of Normandi -, the King of France lhal 1 be 
his Guardian, andíb I willleauehim to God 
and yourloiakies.

Shořely after, the Biíhops and Barons did
their
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their homage to thisbaíc íonne, named willi' 
am, whowasthje íixth Duke of Normandie d£- 
tcr Roui, begotten on Ariettes, a meanewo- 
man of Falaife. And Duke Robert taking his 
intendediourney, deliuers the child with his 
own hand, toHenrie í. King of France, whom 
beforeheehad mainely aided in preferuing his 
Crownc ( left him by his father King Roberts 
Teftament ) againft his elder brother, and his 
mother Confiance, which with a great fide of 
Nobiliíie, ftood fot the right of Primogeni­
tuře, according tothecuftomeofjr/twe; and 
therefore might the more preíúme ( if good 
turnes doně to Princes could weigh íomuch 
as their felfe-reípeéfs would not turne the 
skale ) to haue had a faire diícharge of his truft > 
and him for a Protcctor, whote power was beft 
abletobeefo. Andcaufingthe childeto doe 
homage for his Dutchie ofA^rwtfj^commits 
him to his Royailfaithj départs his Court,and 
íhortlyafterhislife,in Afia. Whereupon his 
fucceflbur, but 9. yeeres ofage, becamc ob- 
noxiousto all the miferies that a fflićt Princes 
,in their pupillagc : befidesthereproachof his 
Lirth j which though his honour and vertue 
migh t get ou er,y et lay it euer a barre in his way 
and hindred his ftanding cleere, ftood he neuer 
fohigh.

( The Nobles of Normandy foone after his 
fathersdeathjbymuchintreatie, goc him out

of
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of che trench Kings hands,thinking ehe hauing

' ♦

himamongft them, wouídadde more grace to 
his Counfellors,and fuch as were in office; and 
che State ofa Court, awe his State the better. 
But foone theyfound, the hauing his perfon 
withouc his power,was but toput chem out in- 
to more difeord and faction.

For prefèntly followed the raurthering and 
poifoningof Gouernors, difplacing Officers, 
intruiion, fupplantation, furprifîngs, and re- 
couerings of his perfon bya Nobilitie, ftub- 
borne, haughtic, and incompatible of each 
others precedencie orneernefle. Butthiswas 
the Ieaft,as being done ail for his perfon. Now 
followed more dangerous praftifes againft

* it. His right was quarrelled by competitors, 
cleere in bloud, and great in meanes. Where- 
of the firft ( though fartheft off in difeent ) was 
Roger de Trefny, bringing a faire line from 
Roif and much proofeof his owneworth, by 
hauing gotten great expérience in the Sara- 
üne warre in Spame : whereby vpon his re- 
turne, enteitaining and feaftingthe great and 
efpcciall men of worth, hee wasgrowenpow- 
erfull, well follo wed, and beloued of many ;
infomuchthat at Jength, meafuringhis owne 
height, hee vrges what wrong it was that a 
Baftard and achilde fhouid bee preferred be- 
fore him in the fùcccfsion of that Duchie his 
Anceftors had nobiie gotten ; and what a 

fhame
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ihame the Normans, apeople of that worth, 
would endure to be ib gouerned ; fèeingthey 
hadothersof the reno wned race of Roule, Wil­
liam and Richard, Dukes of Normandie, of a 
lawfull and dlrećt line, if they held htm vr- 
worthie to inherite the State : and impatient 
(as is ambition that euer rides without raines) 
of anie long delay $ brings his claime to a ftrong 
battaile in the field, which by thevaliancieof 
Roger de Beaumont, was vtterly defeated, and 
himièlfe with his two brethren Haine. Where- 
byall feare,thatway, was extinguiflicd, and 
thereputation of the Duke and his, fomuch 
aduanced, as the King of France, ( notwith- 
ilanding his tutelarie charge ) tooke from 
him the Caille of Fhuilliers, and demoliiht 
it, pretcnding the infolencies committed ■ 
there, by the Garrifons, vpon his fubiećts ; 
and makes ihew as yet, only to kecpe things 
euen. Butlongitwasnot, ereheplainely be- 
wraied his minde ; aiding in peribn William 
Earleof Arques, brotherto Duke and 
fonne ro Richard 2. making his claime to the 
Dutchie, and brings a mightie armie to iuc- 
cour Arques, affieged by Cont Guijfard the 
Dukes Generali ; who by a ftratageme íb tray- 

1 ned the French into an ambufli, as he ouer- 
threw their whole power, and retnrnes the 
King to Paris, with great loíTe and diihonor : 
leauing Arques the firft Arch of triumph to

M this
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thisconquerour (notyct arriued to 17. yeeres 
of age) and the diicomfited competitor, to 
fceke his fortunes wich £w/?4CťEarle 
findingvpon his returne little grace in Court, 
where fortune euer alters crédité, and fewre­
gard men ouerth równe.

This florme ouerpafl, another fucceedes 
more dangcrous; there iiucdwith Duke IVtlli- 
4w,ayoung Lord of likeyeeres, namcdG///, 
ibnne to Régnait^ Earleof Borgogne, and Alix, 
daughter to Richard 2. whocomming to bee 
feníibleof his intereft, was aduifed by iömc 
ftirring ipirits, toattcmpt for the Dutchie, 
which thcy fiiid apperteincd tohim in right, 
and was wrongfully vfurped by the Baftard ; 
Andtoaduance hispurpoie, happens deadly 
hoftility betweene two of the greatcft Lords 
ot Normandie, Vicont Neele, and theEarieof 
Beßiti, whofe debate Duke Wiüiam did not, 
or could not pacifie; This guy (latelie madc 
Earle of Bryorn, and Vernon, interpofedhim- 
felfctocompoic this diicord ; and bythead- 
uice of Grimoult de Pleßis ( aprincipallmoucr 
in this workejfo wrought, thateitherofthefe 
Lords , turncdchepointof their malicevpon 
him , who intheir quartellfauouringneither, 
madeboth to hate him ; and cafiiieconfpire 
withG/y*to  murtherhimatvnawares : which
they had doně , had not a certaine Foole 
whome , for being held anaturall thcy fuf-

pefted
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pećted noc) notingtheir préparations, got a- 
way in che dead of ehe night co p<i/^«?,knock- 
ing and crying ar ehe gate, till he was ad- 
micced to ehe Dukes prefence, whome he wil- 
led in all haft to flie, or he wouldbe murr he 
red. The Duke feeing the Foolc in this af- 
fright, chough dangers were not to bc weigh- 
ed by che worth of the reporter, but by their 
likelihood ; and knowing his fortune was 
Hablevnto all fuddaine aflaiinacions -, inftantiy 
takes horfe, and all alonc poftes to Fallaife , 
his efpeciall place of ftrength : on the way, his 
horfe being tired, about breake of day, hee 
cornes toa httle village called Eie, where, by 
good fortune, the gentleman of the place, 
was ftanding at his dore readie to goe a- 
brodci ofwhomtheDukeenquiresthe next 
way to Fallaife : The gentleman perceiuing 
whohe was (though as chen verie vnwilling 
to be knowne) humblie craues the caufe of 
his fo ftrange and vntimely riding alone : 
The Duke feeing himfelfe difcouered , tels 
the occafion : the gentleman whofe name 
was Robert de Rye, furnilhes him with a freih 
horfe, and fendes two of his fbnnes to con­
duit him the neereft way to Fallaife : No 
foonerwas hegoneout of bis fight, but After 
poft the confpirators, enquiring of the fame 
gentleman, whether he läw the Duke ; who 
anfwered, that hee was gone a little before, 

M 2________  fuch
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iùch a way ( ihewing them a diuers path) and 
rode on with them , offering his feruice to 
Conte Beßin ; ofwhomhee held that Village 
vnder the Duke; And Ib long hee ledthema- 
bout, thattheDuke had recouered Fallaiß^. 
Whereupon 3 difeppointed of their purpofe, 
they returned intothe Countries of Constan­
tine, andßeßins where they madę themfelues 
fo powerfull 3 as the Duke withdrew him to 
Boan, and from thencc to the King of France, 
to craue his aide , putting him in mind of 
the faithfullferuice his father had donehim : 
hoiv hee was his homager, vnder his tute- 
larie charge 5 and had no other ianćfuarieof 
fuccour to Aie vnto, inthis cafe of his muti- 
nous and turbulent nobilitie, the effećł where- 
of was of dangerous confequence to that 
Crowne. And id farre vrged the importan­
ce of reliefe,as the King at length (who feemes 
was yet content to haue him bee, though not 
tooftrongj andperaduenture rather him then 
hiscompetitor Guy ßeBurgogne') aided himin 
perfon with a puiflànt Armie againił thefe 
competitors, whom they found in the vale of 

, with as great power and reiblution to 
bid them battell,asźthey toaifailethem. Heere 
one guiUefon, Vnde to riconte Neel by the 
rnother, forced his horfe into the batrallion 
ofthe Frencb, and madeat the King,and ftrake 
him downe with his Launcc ; which Conte

— —_ _______________ _______________ Saint
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Saint Paul perceiuing, hartes to encounter 
him with that violence, as both feil to the

! 8i

earch. But Guillefonüone gets vp, and though 
his horiè was Haine vnder him by ChaftiUon, 
hec efcapesoutof theprefle,and after fled in­
to yfpw/w, with others. The King recouered, 
and more inkindled withthis affront, fpared 
nothisperfon,to auengehis wrath. DukenW- 
Zw*«likewife(as  irftoodhim mort vpon) (hew- 
ed effets of an all-daring and magnanimous 
Prince. Andyethad not Ralfe de Tejfon been 
falle to his fellowestorecouer faith with him, 
hehad notcarried (as hee did ) the viétorie. 
After which,diuersof the confpirators ( who 
had too great hearts to y eeld) partèd the mou n- 
taines into Italie, to Robert (juifeardtheir coun- 
tryman, ( who of a priuate Gentleman, was 
nowby hisproweflè, becomeLord of <^Apu- 
lia, Calabria, and Cicile, wichin the ipace of 
twelueyeeres) to whom they wereexceeding 
welcome, and eipeciallic Guillefim t for ha- 
uing encountred with a King in themiddeft 
of his battell, which made him of wider 
note.

But the better to know what rtarre thelè 
Norman fpirits had, as borne for the reuoluti- 
onsof tholè times, it lhali not lie out of our 
wayto iliew, how they firft came into Italien 
vpon this occafion. There happened a debate 
betweene one ofmund Drengot, and William

M 3_____  Reposiez
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Repottel, Gentlemen both valiant, and of great 
parentage in Normandie^, who as they hunted 
in the forreft of Rouuerie ( ncere Rouan ) with 
DukeÆ^iTï, Drengot flew Repoftel in his pre- 
fencc ; and fearing the furie of the Duke, 
and the friends of the (laine, fled to Romc^, 
and loto wherc hce, with his fmall
companieof Normansthat followedhim,was 
entertained of the Duke de Bcneuemo , to 
ferue him againft the Sarajîns and lAfricans^ 
which miferablie infefted tApu’ia and Cala­
bria. at that time. The bruit of which enter- 
tainement was no fooner fpread in Norman­
die * butdiuers valiant Gentlemen and Souldi- 
ers, allured with the hope of good fortune, 
pafled the Alpes, got to their Nation , and fo 
wrought, as they grew formidable to theiè 
Barbarians, and intheend, vtterlychafcd and 
extinguilhed chem. ’TheCalabrians and ylpuh- 
ans, fèeing themfelues rid of their cnemies, 
wouldhaue been glad likewiiè(thcir turne 1èr- 
ucd) to be rid of their friends, and either vfing 
them more vnkindly then of euftome, or they 
prefumingmoreofdcièrt, turned theirfwords 
vpon their entertainers. And firft got alittle 
place, which they fortified for their Rendeuo^ 
and receit of bootie : and ib augmenting ilill 
their winnings, obtained Terri tories, Cities, 
andFortrciïès. AfterthedeathofDrengo,fcc- 
ceedcd other gallant Leadersj and at length

Taucred



VI illiam thefirß.L IB. 2.' 87
Tane red Signor de HautetùUe, in Conftantine, 
with his 12. íbnnes, came into Apulia, of 
whom his third Canne Habert, furnamed Gitif- 
card, attained the commaund , and was a 
man of a faire ftature, cleere iudgement, and 
indefatigable courage. He conquercdall^«- 
lia, Calabria and Cicile, pafTed the Sea into 
Greece -,. relieued cJWichaell Diocrifas,Emperor 
oCconßantinof>le,(leCeatcd Nicephoraa chat vfur- 
pedthe Empire, and fhortlyafterwierciusat- 
tempting the like : and in one yeerc vanquifhed 
twoEm perou rs, the one ofGrcece,the otherof 
Germanie: Swaied the wholeeftateof/Ai/zc,and 
was in a faire way to haue attained the Empire 
of Conflantinomie for himfelfe, hadhe notdied 
in the expédition.

Beomond his eldeft fonne, by his firft wife, 
bccame after Prince of Antioeh, and is much 
renowned in thehoiie-warres. Roger (of his 
fécond marriage with the daughter of the 
Prince of Salerno) iuccccded in the States of 
Italie, as moretheirs by birthand blood. His 
daogbtcrs wereallhighly married ;Thus from 
a priuate gentleman,came this famous Norman 
toleauca fucceflîon of Kings, and Princes af­
ter him ,and died the famé yeerc as did this Wil­
liam, his concurrent in the loue and fauourof 
fortune.

And to this man fled ail the difeontented 
and defperate Normans, during thefe ciuill 

warres
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warres the Duke had wich fo manycompecř- 
tors : and euery oucrthrow hee gaue them, 
augmenced Guifcards forces in Italie j and ef- 
pccially this bactell of Dunes i whichended
not che Dukes trauailes, for Guy de Burgogne 
efcaping ehe fight, forcified the Caftles of
2?wr»and Fwww#Zk}butin the end was faine 
to render them both, and himièlfe, to the 
Dukes mercie , and bccame his pencioner,
who was his competicor; which aft of clemen- 
cie in the Duke, brought in manie other to
fubmit themfelues ; whereby they reobtei-
ned chcirlègniories, but had their Cailles de- 
moliíhedí

Hauing ended this worke, new occafion 
to keepe him in aftion, was miniftrcd by Geof­
frey ^iartlet Earle of Ani ou, who warring 
vponthe Potcłoutns, incroached alfo vpon his 
neighbours States,and vfurped Alenęo»,Damp- 
fronty and Pajfais, members of the Duchie of
Normandie: which to recouer, the Duke leai 
uies an Armie, and firft got Alençon, where, 
forthathe was opprobriouflieskornedby the 
befieged (who when they ûw him, would crie 
La Pel, LaPely in reproachof thebaienefleof 
his mother, and the trade of the place of his 
birth) hee ihewed extreme crueltie. Then
laies hee ficge to Dampf ront •, which to re­
lique, Cont Afartel cornes with his greateft
forces ; and the Duke to cake notice of his

. flrength,
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ftrength, fends out Roger àe Mongo werte, with 
two other Knights to deliuer this meflàge to 
the Earle ; thatifhe came to vi&uall Damfront, 
hclhould find him thcre the Porter to keepe 
him out.- whereto the Earle returnes thisan- 
fwere-.Tel the Duke,to morrow by day breake, 
he lhali haue mee there on a white horlê, readie 
to giue him the combate,and I will enter Dam- 
front can ; And to the end he (hall know 
me, I will wearealhield^’or, without aniede- 
uife.

Roger replies, Sir you lhali not need to take 
that Paines, for to morrow morning, you 
(hall haue the Duke in this place , mounted 
onabay horlèj And that you may know him, 
heelhall weare on the point of his Launce, a 
ftreamerof taffata, to wipe your face. Hcre- 
with returning, each fide préparés for the 
morning: whcn the Earle , bufie in ordering 
his battels , was aduertifed by two horlèmen 
that came crofsing the field, how Damfront*  
for certaine, was rendred to the Duke ; where- 
upon in great rage, heprelêntly départs with 
his army : whereof a part was ( in pafsinga 
ftreightj cutoff, by VicontNeel5whoforthat 
teruice, redeemed his former offence , and 
was rcftored to the Dukes fauour, whome 
euer afterhe faithfullieferucd. Tholè ot Dam- 
front-, defperate of fuccour, prelèntly yeeld 
themfeluesto the Duke, who with his engi nés 
...... N and
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and forces rcmoucs from thenceto Hambrie- 
res, a fronder towncofCont-iV^rZc/j, and by 
theway (hadit nor béent by himfelfcdifcoue- 
red) hcc had beene vtterly ouerthrowne by, 
an ambuíh , which gaue him much to doe 
and loft him verie manie braue men. Where- 
withhegrew fo inraged, thathe forcedinto 
the troupes of his enemies;made at Cont Mar- 
ted, ftracke him downe with his fword, claue 
hishelmet,and cutoffan earc.-butyct he efcaped 
out of thepreafle, thoughdiuerswere taken, 
and the Aniouins vtterly defcated.

Whilft thus he was trauclling with an out­
ward enemy, two more werefound athome, 
toconipireagainft him.WÜliam Earleof 
cíW<?rZ^«e,defcended from Richard the fécond. 
And w/ZÁíwEarleofí», and UWontreul, iftu- 
ing from William, the brother of the iame Rich­
ard, and of £^/w,Countefle of Montreul ; the 
firftvponfuipicion, theothervponproofe, of 
an intention, was bani(hed,and their eftates fei*  
zed : the Earlcdome of Mortagne he gaue to 
Robert : that of E« to Odo, ( after Biihoppc 
of Bayeux ) both his brethren by the mo- 
thcr.

Theièaflàults from abroad, theièskornes, 
conipiracies, and vnder-workings at home, 
hce paffed before he was full 2 2. yceres öfage ■. 
and thus his enemiesmade him, that fought 
to vndoehim. Butnow, more to vnderfet and 
__________________  ftrengthem
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ftrengthen his State, againft future praftifes, 
hee conuokes an affemblie of his Prelates, 
Barons, and Gentlemen, caufing them tore- 
ceiue thcir oath of fcalty, and raze thcir ca­
rtels. Which donc, hc married Mattlde, thc 
daughter of Raldouin, S- Earlc of Flaunders^ 
but not without contrat and trouble: for his 
vncle Manger, Archbiihop of Roan, excom- 
municates him, for matching within the for- 
bidden degrees of kindred: fhee beingdaugh­
ter to Elinor, daughter to Richard the 2.and fo 
his fàthers fifters daughter. To expiate for 
which offence.fvpon a d iipenfiition from Pope 
Victor) they were enioincd the building ofcer­
taine Hofpital s for blind people : and rwo Ab­
beys, the one for men, the otherforwomen : 
which were crećted at Caen.

This match, and the ouer-matching his ene- 
mies, fet him fo high a marke of enuicinthe 
eye France, which naturally loued not the 
Normans ( whominreproachthey vfuallycal- 
led Trewans ) as they eafilie incenicd thcir 
King, who of himfclfc was forward enough, 
toabate a power, growne fo out of propor­
tion, with thereft of thc Princes of his domi­
nions , to finde a quarrell ( which confiners 
eafilie doe) to fet vpon him : and to make it 

'looke the fairer, prétendes to correćt thein- 
folcncies ofthe Normans, committed on his 
territories , and to relicue Count Martell, 

____ ____ N 2 oppreft, ____________ ł
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oppreftby the Duke; befides alleadging, it 
conccrn’d him in honour and iuftice, to haue 
that Prouince, which hcld ofhis Crowne,to 
be gouerncd by a Prince of lawfull blood, ac- 
cording to Chriftian order and lawcs Ecclc- 
fiafticall : and therefore refolucth vtterlyto 
exterminatethe Duke, and cftabliíh a legiti­
mace Princein theDutchy. For which effeft, 

I two armies are gathcred from ail parts ofhis 
Kingdome; the one fcnt alongtheriuer Sein, 
the other into the Country of Befin, as mca- 
ni ng to incompafle it.

The Duke likewifc diuides his forces into 
twoparts: fends his brotherO^, Earleoffw, 
Walter Guiffard'ÈAÙcoiLongueuill, andothers 
with the one, to the Country of C<i»x, him- 
felfe with the other takes towardes Eunux, 
(to make head to the King that was at UScani') 
and withdrawcs ail cattell and prouifions 
out ofthe fiat Countrie, into Cicics and For- 
trefles, for their owne ftore, and disfurnifh- 
mcnt ofthe enemie. The Kings armie mar- 
ching from ßeauu'ds, to CMorlimer, andfin- 
ding thcre a fat Countriefull of all prouifi­
ons, betooke them to make good chccre, and 
rcftes thcre all thatnight; thinking the Nor­
man forces wereyct with the Duke at Eureux-, 

j which the armie in Caux3 condućled by Odo 
! vnderftanding , marchcd all night, and by 
1 breake of day ,gaue them fo hot an alarme, 
1 and
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and fo fodaine, as put them all in rout3 lea- 
uing horfe, and armotir, and all to the aftai- 
lants; who madę fuch a deftrućHonofthem, 
as of 40. thouiand, not the fourth part ef- 
caped.

With this defcature, the Kingof France 
againe returned home, with great rage and 
griefe, and the Duke, with the rédemption of 
the prifoners , recouers his peace, and the 
Caftle of Thuilliers, taken from him in his 
vnder-age. ContcíWár/eZ/thoughmuch dif- 
maid with the Kings ouerthrow, yet leaues 
not to makefomeattempts fortherecoucring 
his Townes ; but with nofuccefle. The Duke 
he iàw was too well beloued and followed, 
for him to doe any good without a ftronger 
arme. Wherefore the next fpring, he goes 
againe to importune the King of France, to 
aide him againft the Duke*,  who ( heeiàid) 
was now growne fo infolent vponthis peace, 
and the viéforie hc had ftolne, and not wonne, 
that there was no liuing for his neighbours 
ncerchim : befides the Normans had the Frencb 
in fuch derifion, and bafe efteeme, as they 
madę their aćt at Mortimer their ondy (port, 
and the fubieft of their rimes : as ifa King
of France, vponthe loffe of a few men, was 
retired, and dürft not breake a difhonourable 
peace.

With which inftigation, and bcing ftung
N 3 ______with * 1
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with the touch of reproach (heraifesanother 
Army farre mightier then bcfore,wherein wcre 
three Dukes, and twelue Earlcs, and notwich' 
ftanding the folcmne peacc made , and fo 
latcly fworne wich ehe Duke, hce enccrs TVcr- 
manaie in ehe harueft time, ouerrunncs and 
fpoiles all ehe Counctie, along ehe Coaft to 
Beßin : from whence marching co Bayeux, and 
Caen , wich purpofe to paffe thc riuer Diue 
ac Varneuille , to deftroy the Countries of 
u^^e3Iÿe»x,«and R oumoys,euento Roan ; and 
finding checafe-way long, and the bridge nar- 
row, caufed his vantguardto paffe ouer firft; 
and,to fecurchis Ariergnard^condii&ed by che 
pukeof Berrie, himfelfeftaies behindin Cáen, 
till his pcople, andcheircarriages were paffed. 
Duke William,who all this while, ftores his for- 
creffes wich men and viduall, makes himfelfe 
as ftrong in the Towneof Falaife, ashecouldj 
hach no armie in thefield,butarunningcampe 
to bereadie to take all aduantages : lets the 
furie of ehe ftormefpendit felfe, and hauing 
aduertiiement of this paffage , marched all 
night with i o. thouiànd men, and in thc mor- 
ningearely, ièts vponthe Arierguard, with fo 
(bdaincacrie and furie, as they who werebe- 
forc on the Cafe-way hearing this noiie be- 
hinde, thruft forward cheir fellowes , hafting 
togetouer the bridge, with fuch a crowd and 
prcaffe,asthey btakeit,and many weredrownd 
_____._______________ in
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in thenuer.They who weregottenouer,cou!d 
notreturncto aide thc reft j nor the King, by 
realbn of thc Mariihcs on both fides (yecld 
any füccour to his pcople ; but fiood a ipećta- 
tor of their ílaughteř, and the taking of fixe 
of his hartes, of wh'ome onèwas theexiled 
EarlcofE«,whom thc King (fauoring his great 
worth)had madeCont De Solfions.

The griffe of this ouerthrow, ihortly after 
gauc thc King of France his death, and thc 
Duke of Normandie aioifoW peace, which he 
nobly imploied in the orderingand adorning 
hisState building, endowing, and dccking 
Monaftcriesand Churches : gathering reliques 
fromall parts to furniihhis Abbeyes atCaen, 
(whcrc he alfo crefted a Tombe forhimfelfe 
and his wife)fcaftingand rewarding his Nobles 
and men of wùrth ; whereby hcfopoifeft him 
of the hearts ofall his p copie generallie,asthey 
wcreentirely his,for what he would.

During this calme of hislife, heemakesa 
iourney ouerinto England, asifto vifiteKing 
Edward his kiniman : who, in regard of the 
preferuation , and breeding he had in Nor­
mandy, byDuke Richardthe fécond, (Grand- 
farher to them bothj gauehim moftroiall en- 
tertainement : Anihcrc heihewedhimfclfe -, 
and here no doubt hee found matter for his 
hopes to worke on. In this enteruiew hee dil- 
couered England, being to bee preluppoièd .
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hec camc not to gathcr cockle-íhels, on the 
íhorc. Nor was it long after ere Herald,(yvhc- 
ther of purpofe to ratifie fome paâion clolè- 
lycontriued betwixt them: or by cafuahy of 
weather driuen into Frange., (andfo faine to 
make it fêeme a iourney of purpoiè tothe 
Duke is not certainely deliuered) was gallantly 
entertained in Normandie., prclcnted wich all 
(hewesof Armes, brougheto Parù, andchere

•1

iikewile feafted in that Court. And at his re- 
turac ta Rouen, (bmething was concludcd,ei- 
ther in likeli-hood to diuide the Kingdome 
betweene thcn\ or that Herauldbcinga çoaft- 
dweller, and had the ftrongeû hand in the 
State, Ihouldlctin the Duke, anddoehis beû 
to helpe him to the Crowne, vpon conditions 
ofhis owne greatneflè, or whatioeuer it was ; 
promîtes were made andconfirmcd byoarhcs 
vpon the Euangelifts, and ail the iàcred Re­
liques at Rouen, in thepreiénceof diuers great 
perfons. Befides for more aflurance, Harald 
was fianced to A děli za, the Dukes daughe-er, 
and his brother IVolnot left. a pledge for the 
performance.

This intercourfe made the traníaéfion of
the fate of England, and fo much was doně, ei- 
ther by King^war^or ZZ4/«t/J(thoughnei- 
thers aćł, if any fuchwere, was of power to 
preiudice the State, or alter the courfc of 
a rightíiiccefsion)as gaue the Duke a colour to 

1- ________ ______ _ ‘ daimc
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clairne of the Crowne, by a donation made by 
Teftament, which being againft theLawand 
cuftomeot the Kmgdome.,could be of no va­
lidity at ail. For the Crowne being held, not 
as Patrimonial!, but inaiucceflionby remoti­
on (which is a fuccecding to anothers place) it 
was not in the power of King Edward to col- 
late the famé by any difpofitiuc and teftamen- 
tarywill, the right defeending tothenext of 
bloud, onely by theCuftomcand Lawof the 
Kingdome: For the SucceíTour is not fayde 
properly to bee theheire of theKing, butihe 
Kingdome, which makes him fo, and cannot 
beputfromit byany aćtof his Predeceffbur. 
But this was onely his claime ; the right was 
of hisownemaking, andnootherwife. Foras 
ibone as he had heard ofthe death of King Ed­
ward , with the eleftion, and Coronation of 
Harald, (for they came both together) hee 
affembles the States of Normandy, and ac- 
quaints themwith the right hee had to£«g~ 
land, folkiting an extention of their vtmoft 
meancs for his recouery thercof, and auenge- 
mentof the periur’d VÍurper Harald-, ihewing 
them apparantprobabilitie of fucceife, byin- 
fijlible intelligence he had fromthe State, his 
ftrong party therein, with the debilnie and 
diftraćtionoi thepcople; What glory,wea!th, 
and greatnefle, it would adde to their Nation, 
the obtainingof fuch a Kingdome, as was thus 

0 oppor-
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opportunely laide open for them, if they ap- 
prehcnded the prefent occafion. All which 
remonftrances notwithftanding , could in- 
ducebutveryfewtolikeof this attempt, and 
thofe, fach who hadlongfollowedhiminthe 
warres, exhaufted their eftates, and content to 
runne vpon any aduenture that might pro­
mile hkclyhood of aduancemcnt. The reft 
were of diucrs opinions : fome, that it was 
fufficient to hold and defend their ownecourt • 
trey; without hazarding themlelues, to con­
quer others 5 and thefe were men of the beft a- 
bil ity.-others were content to tontribu te, bu t fo 
fparingly, as would little aduance the bufi- 
nefle„• and for the moft part they were fo tyred 
with the former warres, and fo defirous to em- 
brace the blcffing of peace, as they were vnwü- 
lingto vndergo a certaine trouble for an vncer- 
tainegood. And with thelè oppofitions, or 
faint öfters, the Dukes purpolè,atfirft, had fo 
little way, as did much perplexhim; At length, 
leeing this protraâion, and difficulty in gene­
ral! : hee dcalcs with hisneereft and mofttru- 
ftyfrendsinparticular,being lâchashecknew [ 
affeftcd the glory of adion, and would aduen­
ture their wholc eftates withhim. As William 
fitAuber, Cente de ‘Bretteuile, Gualter Guifford 
Earlcof Logueuille, Roger, Signor de Leaumount, 
with others,efpecially liis owne brothers, Odo 
Bilhop of Bayeux, and Robert Earle of Mor- 

taigne:
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taine: thefe in füll aflèmbly hee wrought to 
make their öfters: whichtheydid in fo large a 
proportion ; and efpecially William Bitz-tau­
ber (who made.the firft öfter, to furnifh forty 
(bips with mefi and munition ; the Byihoppe 
of Bayeux. 40. theByfhop of Clím. 30. and 
fo others,according or beyond their abilities) 
as the reft of ehe aftemblie, doubting if the 
aćłion fuccceded without their helpe (the 
Dukearriuingto that greatneiTc) would bcare 
in minde, whatlitilemindetheyftiewed toad- 
uancehisdcfires, begänne to contribuée more 
largeiy.

thé Duke finding them yeclding, though 
nor in iuch fort as was requifite for fuch a 
vvorke; dealt with theBiihops and grcatmcn 
a part, fo cfteâually, as atlength hee got of 
them feuerally thar, which of ail together hee

1 could neuer haue compafled , and caufing 
each mans contribution to be regiftredjinkind- 
ledfuchan émulation amongft them,as they 
who lately would do nothing,now ftriued who 
fhould doe moll.

And not onely wanhecthe people of his 
ownc Prouinces, to vndertake this aftion, 
but drew by his faire perfwafions and large 
promifes, moft of the greateft Princes and 
Noblesot Brance,to aduenturetheir perfons, 
and much of their eftate with him.- ta Robert 
fitxrHaruayes, Duke of Orlcance^he Earles of

O 2 Br et oigne,
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Bretaigne, F ont hie u, Bologne, Poifiou , Mayne, 
Neuers, Hiefms, dumali Le Signors de T ours, 
and euen his mortall enemy Martel, Earle of 
Aniou, becametobecas ioriv'zd as any, Ail 
whicb, hee fure could neuer hařfe tnduced,had 
not his vertues and greatnefle gained a widc o- 
pinion and réputation amongft them.

Althoughin thefeaduancementsand turnes 
of Princes 3 there is a concurrency of difpofi- 
tions,and a conftitution of timespreparedfor 
it.- y et it is ftrange, thar fo many mighty men of 
the irench nation., would aduenture their liues 
and fortunes to adde tMgland to Normandy,to 
make it more then France, and fo great a 
Crowne to a Duke, who was too great for 
themalrcady. But whcre mutations are defti- 
ned, the counfcls of men muft bee corrrupted, 
and there will fall out all aduanrages to ferue 
thatbufineíTe.

The King of France, who fhould haue ftran- 
gled this difleigne in the birth ,was acbilde, 
and vnder thecurature of Baldouin, Earle of 
Flanders, whofe daughter the Duke had mar- 
ried, and was fure to haue rather furtherance 
then any oppofition that wayzBefides, to 
amaze that Court, and dazell a young Prince, 
heepromifed faithfully, ifheeconquered this 
kingdomejto hold itof theKing, as hee did 
the Dutchie of Normandie, and doe him ho- 
magefor the famés which would adde a great 

____________________ ■ ; giory
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glory to that Crowne. Theo was hee before 
hand with Pope^/fxWer, fto make religion 
gine réputation and auowmenr to hispreten- 
ded right) promifinglikewife to hold itof the 
Apoftolique Sea, if hee preuatled in bis enter- 
prize. Whereupon the Pope fent him a Banner 
of the Church,with aa/4g»«iofgold, andone 
of rhehayres of Saint Prier. TneEmperour 
7/w>.4.fenthim a Prince of jfüw^ewith for­
ces, but ofwbatnainejOrhisnumbcr , is not 
remembred : io that wee fee it was not-ZVrr- 
mandieAonc that iubdued£»^/W, butacol- 
lećted power out of all France and Flandery 
with the aydes ofother Princes. And by theie 
meanes made hee goodhisvndertaking, and 
within cight monethes was ready furniihed 
with a powerfull army at Sainći Valerie in Nor­
mandie, whenceheetranfportedthefame into 
England in 896. fhips, as fome write. And 
this was the man, and thus made to fubdue 
England.

And now hauing gotten, the great and 
difficult battaile , before remembred , at 
Höflings, the fourcteenth of Oćtober.1066. 
he marched without any oppofition to London, 
where Edwin and J/ orchar ,Ear!es of Northum- 
herUnd, and Mercland, brothers of eminent 
dignitie and refpcćtin thekingdome, had la" 
bouredwith all their power toftirre the harts 
of the people for the xonferuatton of the

O 3 State,
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State, and cftablifhing Edgar Atheling^ the 
nexc of theRoyall iffuc, and his right of the 
Crowne . whereunto other of the Nobility 
had łikcwiie confènted, had they not feenc 
the Byíhops auerfe or wauering. For, as then 
to the Clcrgie any King (fo a Chriftian) 
wasallone: they had their Prouince a parte, 
deuided from fecular domination ; and of a 
Prince (though a ßranger) whohad takenvp 
íomuchof theworld beforc hand,vpon crcr 
dite and fame of his pietie and bonntie, they 
couldnot but prefume weil for their eßaie: 
andfowere content to giue way to the prcícnt 
Fortune.

The Nobilitie, confidering they were fo 
borne,and muß haue a King: not to také bim 
thatwas of power to make himfclfe, would 
íhewmoreof paffionthenprouidence.- and to 
benow bchindc hand to receiue, with more 
then fubiniffion,wa$ as if to withßand ; which 
(with the dißrufl of each others faitb) made 
them flriue and runne headlong who fhould be 
firfl to prcoccupate the grace of íéruitude,and 
intrude them into forraine fubicftion.

The Commons, like a flrong veífcll that 
might haue becne for good vfe, was heereby 
leftjWithoutaflerne, and could not moue but 
irregularly.Sothatalleúates in generali either 
corrupted withnew hopes, or tranfported 
with fearc, foríboke themíelues, and their 

________________________________diftrcíled
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diftrefled Countrie. Vpon his approach to 
Lwdotf the gates were ail îetopen : theArch- 
bilhop of Canicrburie, Stigand, with other 
Bilhops, the Nobility, Magiftrates, andpeo- 
ple,rendringthemfcluesinall obedience vnto 
him : and he rcturning plaufible proteftati- 
onsof his future gouernmcnr, wasonChrift- 
masday, thcn next foliowing, crowncd King 
of England at treßminßer, by Aldred, Archbi- 
ihopof Ti>rke} forthat Stigand was not heldca- 
nonically inuefted in hisSea:andyetthought 
tohaue beene a forward moucr of this alte­
ration.

Here, according to thc accuftomed forme, 
at his Coronation , theBilhops and Barons 
of thc R calme, tooke their oath, to behis 

1 true and loiall fubiećts, and he rcciprocallie 
i (being required thereunto by the Archbi- 
ihop of Torke) madc his perfonalloath, be- 
fore thc Altar of Saint Peter, to defend the 
holy Churches of God,and the Rcćtors of the 
filme : to gouerne the vniueriall peoplc, fub- 
icftvntohim, iuftly : tocftabliihequalllawes, 
and to fee them duely executed. Nor did 
hee euer claime anicpower byconqueft, but 
as a regulär Prince , fùbmitted himiclfe to 
thc Orders of the kingdome : defirous rather 
to haue his Tcftamentarie title (howlbeuer 
weake) to make good his fucceision, rather 
thcn his fword. And though the Śtile of

Conąueror
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Conquerer bytheflattery of the time, wasaf- 
ter giucnhim, hec fhewcdby allthecourfe 
of hisgoiierBmentheeafTumed ituot : intro- 
ducing none of all thoiè alterations, (which 
followcd) by violence, buta mild gathering 
vpontbe difpoficion of the State, and the oc- 
cafions offered, and that by way of reformati- 
on. And now taking hoftages tor his more fe- 
curitie,and order for the defence and gouern- 
meatof his kingdome, at the opening of the 
fpringnext, he teturnes into Normandie, foto 
fettlchis affaires there, as they mightnotdi- 
ftraähim from hisbufinefle \wEngland, that 
required his wholc powers.

And to leauc herc all iure behind him, hee 
commits the rule of the kingdome,to his bro- 
ther the Bifliop of Eayeux, and to bis coufin 
Utz,-Auber, whom he had made Earle ofHere­
ford, taking with him all the chiefe men of 
England, who werclikcftto beheads to are- 
uolc. As Edger Atheling , the Arch-bifhop 
Stigand, lately diieontented : Edwyn, and 
Morchar^ wich many otherBiihops and Noble 
men: Befides to vnburdicnhis charge, and 
dii-impefter hisCourt; hee tooke backe with 
him all thcJTw^ aduenturers, and fuch as 
were vnncceflary men , rewarding thein as 
farreashistreafurcwould extend, and thereft 
he made vp in faire promiies.

In his abfence, which was all that whole 
fommer,
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fommer, nothing was heere attempted againft 
him, but onely that £árv, furnamed thzForre- 
ßer, in the Countie of Hereford, cąlled in the 
kings of the Wetfh to his aide, and tbrraged on- 
ly the remote borders of that Countrie. The 
reft ofthe kingdome ftood quiet, expe&ing 
what would becomeof that new world,where- 
in as yet they found no great alteration, their 
lawesand liberties reiAaining the*  famé they 
were before, and might hope by this acceffion 
ofa new Prouince, the ftate of England would 
bee but inlarged in dominion abroad, and not 
impaired in profit at home, by reafon the na- 

, tion was but Imali, and of a plcntifull, and 
not ouer-peopled Countrey, likely to impe- 
fterthem.

Hauing difpoièd bis affaires of Normandy, 
hee returnes towards winter, into England, 
where hee was to faiisfie three forts of men ; 
firftfuchaduenturcrs, with whom hechadnot 
yetcleered : Secondly,thofcofhisownepeo- 
ple, whofe mérités or neerncife, looked for re- 
compence , whercof the number beeing fo 
great, many rauft haue their expéditions íed, 
if not fatisfied : Thirdly, the people of this 
kingdome, by whora hee muft now fubfift. for 
beingnot able with his owne Nation, foto im- 
people the famé, as to hold and defend it ( if 
hee ÎUould proceed to an extirpation of the 
naturall inhabitants ) hee was likewife to giue

P t hem
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them latisFaćłion.
Whcrein hce had morę todoe thon in 

his batteil at Höflings ; fccing ail rémuné­
rations, with fupplies of money , mufl bee 
raiicd out of the flocke of thckirtgdome,which 
couid not but bee irkefometo the State in ge­
nerali , and all preferments and dignities con- 
ferd on his, co beeitherby vacancies, ordif- 
placing otfiers, whichmuft needs btecd very 
I celi ng grieuances in particular. And yet wee 
finde no great men thruflout of their roome, 
but fuch as put themfelues out, by rcuolting al­
ter hiseftablifhment,and their fealtygiucn. So 
that ix feetnes, hee contented hinjfclte and his, 
for thetime, onely with what heefoundhcere 
ready, and with filling vp their places, who 
werc fl aine in the barteïi, ot fled, as many were, 
with the formes of Harald out of the kingdome. 
Such Gentleir.cn as hee couid not prelently 
preferre, and hada purpofeto aduance, hee 
diíperífid abroad into Abbeys, there to liue 
till places feil ont for them and 24>heefent 
to che Abbey of Eley : whereby hee not onely 
leflèned the multitude of attendants and fui- 
tors at Court; eafedthateie-forcoffłrangers, 
But alfo lud them a watch ouer the Clergy, 
who tben were of greatand eminent powerin 
thekingdome, and might muchpreuve with 
tłjepeople.

But theEngliih Nobili tie, incompatible of
thefe

Gentleir.cn
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thefe new concurrents^ found notwithftan- 
dingjfuchadifpropordonof grace, and dark- 
ning of their diguiries, by thc intcrpofitionof 
fo many, as muß needes leffen their fplen- 
dour^thatmany of thc chicfeft, doubting to 
bcmoreimpaired inhonour and eilate, con- 
fpired together, and flcd fome into Scotland, 
and fome into Denrnarke, to trie if by aid from 
abroad, tliey might rccoucr themfelues, and 
their loft fortunes againe at home. Amongft 
which, the chiefe was Edgar e^theling, (ter- 
med, Englands Dearling, which ihewed the 
peopkszeale to his blond) whowith hismo- 
ther Agatha, and his twofifters CM ar gar et and 
Chrißin, intcnding to retire into Hiwgarie, 
(their natiuc Coüatrey) werc driuen by tem- 
peft on the coaft of Scotland, where they 
werewithall Hofpitable comfort entertained 
by Malcolm. ■$. whofe former fuffrings in his 
exile, had taughthim tocompaifionate others 
like diftreffes ; and whom it concerned now 
tolooke to his owne, his neighbours houfe 
beiiig rhus on fire : and to fofter a partie a- 
gainft Co dangerous an in-commer, that was 
lue to thruftthemall outof dore. Which in- 
dnced him not onely to entertaine this Prince, 
difpoßeftof his right, but to enter leaguewith 
him for the publike fafetyj Andto inchaine 
it the ftrongcr, hec takes to wife ^Margaret, 
the fifter of Ed?ar, (a Ladie indued with all
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blefled vcrtues) by whom thc bloud of our 
auncient Rings was preferued, andconioyncd 
with thc Norman iu Henric. 2. andfobccainc , 
Enghß) againe. Vnto Edgar /»Scotland, re- 
paired the Earles Edwin and Morcbar, Here- 
ivard, Gojpatrfce, Smard, with others: and 
fhortly after Stigand and tAldred, Arch-Bi- 
fhop$,with diuers of the Clcrgie : who in rhe 
third yeere of this kings raigne, raifed very 
grcatcommotions in theNorth,beyond Hum- 
ber, and wrought moft egerly to recouer thcir 
loft Countrie : but being now toolate, and the 
occafion not taken beforo the fetling of the 
gouernmentjwhileft it was new and-brangling, 

j they preuailcd nothing, butgaue aduantage 
to thc conqueroiirv to make himfèlfe more 
thenhcwas: For ail conipiracies of fubieéts, 
if they fucceede not, aduance to foueraign- 
tie : and nothing gaue roote to the Norman 
planting heere, more then the petty rcuolts 
made by difcattered troupes, in lèucrall parts, 
begunné without order, and followed without 
rcfolution 5 whercas nothing could bee done 
for a general! recoucry, but by a general! fub> 
leuation of the people.- for which al! wary pre- 
uention was vfed, & they had waights enough 
laid on, to hold them downe. And though 
thcfe Lordes. imbroilcd themfelues, andheld 
him doing in the North, yet hee hauing ail 
the South pans fetled vnder his domination, 

 ____________ ' with
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withwell pra&ized and prepared forces, there 
couldbelittle hope of good, whilft all their 
great eftates fiirniíht the Normans, hoch in 
ftate and meines to ruinę them. TheEarle- 
dome; and all theLandswîiich fJw/wheld in 
Yorkshire ,were gíuen to ^zw,Eir!c oi Britaigne, 
kinfman to the Conqueror; The Archbiíhop- 
rickeof Ca»terbnrie,confadon Lanfrani:, Ab- 
bot of Caen. Thatof Yťke, onT horná his 
Chaplaine, and all the reft both of the Clergie 
andothers, which were out, had their places 
within,fupplicd by Normans.

And after king William had appcafed a 
commotion in the Weil, which the fonnesof 
Harrald, with forces outof Irelandhad raifed, 
and alfo repreíTed the rebellions of Rxcefier, 
and Oxford -, hce takés his iourney in perfon 
Northward with ail expédition, leaft the ene­
my there, íhould growetoohigh inheart and 1 

; opinion, vpon the great ílaughtcr of hispeo- 
ple,made at Yorke; and the deftature ofhis 
Brother 8c Leiuetenant, Robert Earle of CM ar­
teigne, ílainewiih 700. Normans at Durham: 
whcre,at his firít comminghe fo wroughr,that 
hec either difeomfited, or corrupted the gê­
nerais of the Danicque forces, newly arriued 
roaid the Lords, and fent bySwj» » Kæg 
Denmarke3vndei‘thc conduá of histwofons, 
Harrald and Krmte,withaNauie of 500. íaile : 
and afttr ícts vpon the army of the Lords,

P3 wçake-
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madc rupture of oath, and allother refpcćts, 
and 

weakcned bothin ftrength and hope, by this 
dcparture of tbeir confederates, and puts 
them to öight : Which doně , hee vtterly 
wafted, and layd defolates all that goodly 

: Countiie betwixt Lorke and Durham , the 
; fpaceof óo. myles,thatit mightbeenomore 
i a fuccourto the enemy. And thelike courfc 
heevíed on all-theCoafts where anyapt lan- 
dings lay for inuafionsj and Ib rciutnes to 
London.

Mott of the Lords afterthis great defeate, 
camein,vpon publique faith giuen them, and 

■ were condućied to Barktfiarnßed, by the Ab-i 
bot Fredericke ; where, vpoii tbeir fubmiifion, 
oath of alleageance retakeo,they nad tbeir par­
don, and rdtirution of grace graunted by the 
King, whoit feemeswasfo willing to acquite 
them, that againe hee takes his perfonall oath 
betöre the Archbtfiiop Lanfranck, and the 
Lords, toobièrue the ancient lawes of the 
Realnie, efiablifhed by his Noble predeceflors 
thekingsof England, and efpecially.thofeófS. 
Edward. Whcreupon thele fłormy difpoftti- 
ons held calme a whik.

But long it was not ere many of thefe Lords 
(whether vpon intelligence of newc bopes, 

'frorn Edgar (who was ftill in Scotland) or 
growne defperare with newe difpleafures, at

The life and raigne LIB. 2.
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and brake ouc againe. The Earle Edwin, ran­
king towards Scotland, was mqnhcred by his 
owne people The Lords üMorchar*  and He- 
rcrrard, berooke them to the lile of Eley, mca- 
ning to make goodthat place for that winter; 
whither alfo repaired the Earle Syward, and 
theBiíhopof Dut hamowtQÍ Scotland. But the 
Kmg, who was no time-giuer vnto growing. 
dangers, befet allthe Ille withflat Beates on 
theEaft, and made a bridge of t wo indes long 
on the Weit, and fafely broughtin his peo- 
plevpon the enemie ; who fecing themiclue^ 
iurprized ,yeelded all to the Kings mercy, ex- 
cept Herevoard, who defpcrately marched with 
hispeople through theFennes,and recouered 
Scotland : The reit were fent todiuers priions, 
where they dyed , or remained during the 
kings life.

Thofe Lords who perfifted loyallvponthis 
laft fubmiffion, were ali imployed and well 
gracedwith che king, as Edric theForrefter, 
(and firft that rebelled in hisraigne) washeid 

■in cleeretruft, and neere about him. Gofyatrice 
hee made Earle of Nortbumberland, and ient 
him againft CMalcolin, wbo in this time, fub- 
dues the Countries of Tifdale^ Cleueland, and. 
Comberland. lValtheof\ (onne co the Earle Sy- 
tv ird3 hee held fo worthie co be made his,as lie 
raiarried him tohis neece Judith-, though hee 
had bcenca principall Aéiorinthe Northetne 

commotion,
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commotion, ( and. in defending the City of 
lorki againft him; is faid to haue ftricken off the 
heades of diuers Normans^ cne by one, as thcy 
entered a breach, to the admiration of all a- 
bouthim) fliewing Hierein thattruetouch of 

1 the noblcft nature, to loue vertue, euen in his 
enemies.

And now [seing Scotland la bee the fpeciall 
retrait for all confpi rato urs, and difcontented 
in bis kingdome, yeeldingthem continuall fuc- 
cour and afliftance, and where his competi- 
tour Edgar liued, to beget aud nurfe perpetuall 
matter fortheir hopes, and athandfor aliad- 
uantages : hee enters that kingdome with a 
puiflant Armie j which incountrrng with more 
neceffitiesthen forces, foone grew tired and 
both kings, confidering of what difficultés 
the viótorie would confift, were willing to take 
thefafeftway totheir ends, and vpon faire o- 
uertures, to concludeapeace : Articlnig for 
the bounds of each kingdome, with the fame 
title of dominion, as in formet times : All 
delinquents, and their partakers generally par- 
doned.

Heere with the vniuerfail turne of altera­
tion, thuswrought in England, Scotland besing 

1 a part of the body of thislfle, i$ notedto haue 
liířewife had a fhare ; and as in tlae Court of 
England, the French tongue became gentrally 
fpoken j fo in that of Scotland did ehe Engliflj, 

_____________________________________ by ; 
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by reafon of the multitude ofrhis Nation, at- 
tending both thc Queene and her brother 
Edgar , and daily repairing thither for rheir 
fafetic,and combination againft the common 
enemie.- of whome diuers abandoning their 
natiuediftrefled Countrey, were by thc boun- 
tieof thatKing preferred: andthere planted, 
fprcadtheir off-ipring into manie noble fami­
lles, remaining to this day. The titłes for di- 
ftinguiihing degrees of honour ; as of Duke, 
MarquelTe, Earlc, Baron, Rider or Knight, 
were then (as is thought) fifft introduced : and 
the nobler fortbegan to be called by the title 
of their Signer tes ( according to the French 
männer) whichbefore bare thename of their 
Father, with theaddition of Mac, afterthefa- 
ihion of Ireland. Other innouations,nodoubt, 
cntred there likewile ac thc opening of this 
wide mutation of ours .• fafliion and imita­
tion like weedes eafily growing in euerie 
foile.

Shortlyafter this late madę peace , Edgar ea&rjtheiing 
Etbeling voluntarily came in, andl’ubmitted

I himfelfe to the King, being then in Normandie, 
and wasreftored to grace, and a faire mainte­
nance, which heldhim euer after quiet, And 
it made well at that time for the fortune ofthe 
King, howfoeuerforhis owne, being thought 
to haue ill-timed his affaires (either through 
want of ièafonable intelligence, or difpaire of
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fuccefíe ) in making too foone that fubrmffion, 
which was later or neuer to haue bcene done. 
For in thisabienceof theKing, Roger fis Att- 
ber„ the yongue Earle of Hereford contrarie 
to his exprefle commandement , gaue his 
fifter in marriage to Ralph IVaher , Earle of 
Tlorthfelke, and Suffolke, and ar the great ío- 
lemnization thercof, the two EarJes confpi- 
red with£«/?4fť Earleof Boloigne (whofeeret- 
ly came ouer to this ícftiuall ) and with the 
Earle Waltheof, and otber Engltfh Lords, to 
call in the Dawr^and by maine power rokeepc 
ouc and diípoffcíle the King. Who hauino 
thus pafied ouer fo many gulfes of forraine 
dangers , might little imagine of any wracke 
fo neere Lome ; and that thofe, whom heehad 
moft adtianced, íhould haue the efpcciall 
hand m his deftrućiion ; Butnorcwards are 
benefits, that are not held fo, nor can euer 
cleere theaccounts wich chemthat oiicr-value 
their merits. And had not this conipiracie 
beene opportunely difcoueicd(which fome fay 
was by the Earle Waltheof, moued with the vg- 
linefTe of fo foule an ingratitude ) they had 
put him againe to the winning of England. 
But nowe the fite bewraied betöre it fLrned, 
was foone quenchedbyihc diligence of Odon 
the Kings Vice gerent.rhe Bifhop of Wor.efier 
and otbers, who kept theconspirateurs from 
ioyning their forces ; So that they neuer came

---____________  to
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co make any head, butwere eithçr fiirprized, 
or forccdto Aie: TheEarie Roger Fitz-^uber 
was takcn,and fome lay executed -, and fo was 
fhortly aiter che Earle waltheof, whofe diffent 
from the ad, could not get him pardon for 
his former confent, though much compaffion 
in rcfpcćt of his great worthineiTe. But the 
widc diftent of thele tumors, fed from many 
leeret veines, feemed to bee of that danger, as 
requiredthis extremiticof cure,efpecially in a 
partfoapt for infcćłion,vpon any thelike hu- 
mors.

For thisconfpiraciefeemesto take motion 
from a generali league of all the neighbour 
Princes hereabout, as may well bee gathered 
by their feucrallaćhons. Firft in the King of 
France, by defending Dole tri Britaigne (a Caille 
of Raph de Woher) againfl the King of England, 
and in likelyhood, imploying the Earle of Bo- 
loigne towards the confpirators : In Sroayne 
KingofPe»»wjb?,by fending aNauy of two 
hundrethfaile,vnder the condu&of his ionne 
O«#,and others. In Drone King of Ireland&j 
furnifbing the fonnes of Harald with 65. fhips. 
inCMalcoline&nà che Kings of Wales, by their 
readineiTe toaffiił. But the Dancs beingonthe 
coaft,and hearing how their confédérales had 
iped,with the great préparations thekmg had 
madę , alter löme pillage taken vpon the 
íhores of England and Flandeři, returned

Q 2 home, |
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lorne, and neuer alter arriued to difturbe -this 
and. Though in Anno Reg.ię- Knute,û\tn 
dngof Dť«wrb?,afterthe death of Sveaine^w- 
tending to repaire the diihonor of his two laft 
adueutures part, and put for the Crowne of | 
England, his predeceflbrs had holden, prepa- 
redaNauie of athoufand faile, and wasaided 
with fixe hundreth more by Robert le Frifon, 
Earle of Flander s (whofe daughter hec had 
maried.) But the windes held lo contrary for 
twoyeercstogether, as vtterly quafht that en- 
terprize, andfteed the king and his fucceffors 
for euer after from future moleflation that 
way._

But this bufinefle put the State toan infinit 
charge,theKing entertaining ailthat time,be- 
fîdes his Normans^Hugk, brother to the King of 
France, with many Companies cÁFrench. Fin- 
ding the Englijb (in reípeét of many great fa­
milles allicd to theD^m) to incline rathcr to 
thatnation, then theNorman, and had expé­
rience of the great and neere intelligence con- 
tinually pafling berweene them.

And thefe were all the warreshehad with- 
in thekingdome,íauingin AnnoRegni i ý. hee 
fubducdífdfe, and broughtthekings there,to 
doe him homage.

His warres abroad, were ail about his do­
minions in France, firft raiíed by hisowne 
forme Robert? left Lieftenant gouernour of the

Dutchie
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Dutchie of Normandy , and the Countie of 
CMayne, who in his fathers abfcnce, tafting the 
glorie of command, grew to allume the abfo- 
late rule of theProuince, caufing the Barons 
there, to doe him homage as Duke,not as Licf- 
tenantj&leagueshim with the King o[ France, 
who working vpon. the eafineffe of his youth 
and ambition, was g!ad to apprchend that oc- 
cafionto difioinćt hiseftate,whowasgrowne 
too great for him. And the profufe lar- 
geífe and diiordcrly expencc whereto Robert 
was addićłed, is nourifhed by all wayes poi- 
fible, as themeanes toimbarke him inthofe 
difficulties of ftill getting money, that could 
not but needes yeeld continuall occafion to 
intertaine both his own^difcontentjand theirs, 
from whomhisfuppliesmuft bee raifed. And 
though thereby hee purchaied him the title 
of Courtois, yec heeloft the opinion ofgood 
gouernment 3 and conftrained the eftates of 
Normandie, to complaine to his father of the 
great concuffion, and violent exactions hee 
vfed amongft them.

The King vnderftanding the fite thuskind- 
ledinhis owne houfe , that had fet others all 
incombuftion , haftes with forces into Nor­
mandie to haue furprized his fonnej who ad- 
uertifed ofhis commjng,furnifhc with 2000. 
menât armes, by the King of France, lay iu 
ambufh where hce fhould paffe -, fets vppon 

him. ..
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him,defeared moft of hispeople, and in.the 
purfuitc hapned to incounter with himfelfe, 
whom he vnhors’d,and woundedin the arme, 
with his Lance; but perceiuing by his voyce, 
it was his facher,heehafted to remounte him, 
humblycrauing pardon forhisoffence : which 
the facher (fecing in what cafe hee was) gran- 
ced, howfocuerhce gauč; andvponhis iub- 
miifion,tookehim with him to Rouen-, whence, 
aftercuredof his hurt, hec returncd with his 
tonne William (likcwifc wounded in the fight) 
into England.

Long was it not ere hee was againe inform’d 
of his tonnes remutyning , and how hee ex 
aćłed vppon thc Normans , vfurpt the intire 
gouernement, and vrged his fathers promife 
thcreof, made him betöre the King ot Er ante, 
vpon his Conqueft of England : wnich caufed 
his little ftay here,butto make préparations for 
his returne into thofeparts:whether inpafling 
he was dritten on the Goaft of Spa ne, but ai 
length ariuingacß«r^wx, wich his great pré­
parations, his tonne Robert came in, and i’ib- 
mitted himfelfe the fécond time : whom hee 
now tooke with him into England, to frame 
him to a bettcr obédience, imploying him in 
the hard and neceflary warres of Scotland 
(the late peace becing betwcene the two 
Kings againe broken) and after fent him 
backe, and his yong tonne Henry, with the 

aflbciation
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afíociationof charge and like power ( but of 
more truft) to ehe gouernment of Normandy.

After che two Princ s had bene therea while 
they went to viíice the King of France ar Con­
fiance, where feaňing certaine daies, vpon an 
after dinner, Henry wanne ío much atehefle of 
Louú, the Kirgseldeft forme, asheegrowing 
inrocholkr, called him thefonne ofaßaftard, 
and threw the Cheííe m his face. Henry takés 
vp the Cheílc-borde,and ftrake Louis with ihat 
force, as’drcw b’oud, and had killed him, had 
not his brether Robert came in the meanc time, 
and interpofed himfelfe •. Whereupon they 
íuddenlytooke horle,and with much adoe they 
recouered Pentoife} from the kings peoplc that 
purfued them.

This quárrell ariíibg, vpon the intermeering 
of thefe Princes (atbingthatfeldome breedes 
good bloud amongft them ) re-inkind’cd a 
heateof morerancour in the fothers, and be­
gänne the firft warre betweene the ínglifio 
and írench. Forprefcntly the king of írance, 
compiots againe with Robert (impatient of 
a partner ) entets Normandy , and takés the 
Citie oïyernon. TheKingotEngland mmdes 
írance, fubdues the Countrie of Zaintonge and 
Porotou, and returnes to Rouen, where the third 
time, hisfonne 2?<^ćr/is reconcilćd vntohim, 
which much difappoints and vexes the kiug 
of írance, whothereupon, íummcnstheking i 

of I
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His gouerti- 
mcntin peace-

of Englund, to doe himhomagcfor theking- 
dome ofEngland, which he refuied to doe, iày- 
ingjhchelditof noncbut Godand hisfword. 
For the Dutchie of "Normandie he öfters him 
homage: but thatwould not iàtisfie theKing 
of France, whom nothing would, but what he 
could not haue theMaieftie: and feekes to 
makeanyoccafion the mociueofhis quarrell : 
and againe inuades his territories , but wich 
murelofle thenprofite. In the end they con- 
clude a certaine crazie peace , which held no 
longer then King William had recouered a 
ficknes, whereinto fthrough his late trauell, 
agc, and corpulencie) he was falne : at which 
time,the King of France,then young and lufty, 
ieafting at his great belly, whereof hee iaid, 
helayin at Rouen, fo irritated him, as being 
recouered, he gathers all his beft forces, enters 
France in the chiefeft time of their fruités, ma- 
king fpoile of all in his way, till he came cuen 
before Paris -, where the King of Francethen 
was;to whom he fendes, to fliewhim of his 
vp-fitting,and from thence marched to the Ci*  
tie of Mants, whiçh he vtterly lackt,and in ehe 
deftruftion thereof,gat hisowne, by the 
ftraine of hishorfe, among thebreaches, and 
was thence conueied ficke to Rouen, and fo en- 
ded all his warres.
KT Ow for hisgouernment in peace, and the 
1\| courfe he held in eftablifhing the King- 

__ __________ ________________ dorne,



I 2 f

dome thus gotten •. firft aftcrhee had repreft 
theconfpiraciesinthe North, and well quie- 
ted ali other parta of the State ( which nowe 
beeing abfolutely his, heewould haue to bee 
ruled by his owne law) begänne to gouerne 
all by the euftomes of mandy. Where- 
upon the agreeued. Lords and íadde people 
of England , tender their humble pétition , 
befeechinghim , in regard of his Oath madę 
athisCoronation : And by the foule of Saint 
Edward, from whom hee had the Crowne 
and kingdomej vnder whofe lawes fheywere 
borne and bred ; That hec would not adde 
that miiery, to deliuerthem vp tobeeiudged, 
by a ftrange law they vnderftood not. And 
fo earneftly they wrought, that hee was plea- 
fed to confirme that byhis Charter , which 
hee had twice fore-promifed by bis oathand 
gaue commandement to his lufticiartes, to fee 
thole lawes of Saint f^wrr/fiocalled, not 
that hee madę them, but collećled them out 
of CMerchen law, Danehw, and ífř/^xlaw) 
to bee inuiolablie obferued throughout the 
kmgdomc. And yet ootwithftanding this con­
firmation , and the Charters afterward gran- 
ted by Hen.i. Hen. 2. and King lohn, to the 
faîne cffećł, there followed a generali inno- 
uation hoch in the lawes and gouernment of 
England : So that this fecmes rather done to 
acquiet the people with a ihew of the conti-

R. nuation 
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nuation of their ancient cuftomcs, tben that 
thcy enioyed thcmjn cffcá. For thc little con- 
formicybetweenerhofelawcsoí former times, 
and thcíe that followed vpon this change of 
State, fhew from what head they fprang. And 
though therc might bee fome veines ifluing ; 
from former Originals, yet the maine ftreamc j 

j ofourCommonlaw,withthepraćłicetbercof, i 
i flowed out of Normandy, notwichftandiagall 
obiećtions can bce niade tothe contraiie. For 
beíore thefe collećtions of the Confeßors, 
there was no vniucrfall law of the kingdome,

i but euery feuerall Prouince held their owne 
cuftomcs. ail the inhabitants from Humber to 
Scotland vfed the Danicque Jaw : ^Merchland 
the middle part of thc Countrie, and the State 
of the Weil Saxons, had their feuerall confli- 

' tutions, as beeing feuerall dominions : And 
i though for íome few yeeres there fecmcd to 
I bee areduéfcionof the Heptarchy, intoa dto- 
narchie.^., yet held it not íolongtogether (as 
we.e may íce in thefuccefíion of that broken 
gouernment) as to fettle one forme of order 
currentoucr al! ; but that cueryProuince,ac- 
cording to their particular founders, had their 
cuftomcs a part, and held nothing in common 
(befides Religien, and the conftiturions there- 
of ) but with the vniuerfálity of CM cum & 
Ttium, ordered according to the rites of na­
tions, and that iusinnatum. thc Commonlaw
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of all theworld,which weę fee to bec as vni- 
uerfall,as are the cohabitations and focieties 
of men, and feruc-s the turne to hold them to- 
getherin all Couatries,howíbeuer they may 
diffcr in their formes.

So that by thefe paffages,wc fee what way we 
camCjwhereweeare, and thcfurtheftcnd wee 
candifcouer of the originall of ourCommon 
law; andtoftriue to lookebeyondthis, isto 
looke into anvncertaine vaftnelTe, beyond our 
difccrning. Nor can it detračt from the glory 
of good Cuftomes, if thcy bring buta pedigree 
of éoo.yeres to approue their gentilitfej íěeing 
itis the equitie,and aot the antiquitie öf la wes 
that makes them venerable, and the integricie 
of theprofefíors thereof, the profcflion hono- 
red. Andit werewcll with mankinde, ifdaics 
brought not their corruptions,and good Orders 
were continued by that prouidence, as thcy 
wcreinftituted.

But this alteration of the lawes of England 
bred moft heauie doléances, not onely in 
this Kings time,but long time af ter: For where*  
asbeforej thofè lawes they had, vverewntten 
in their owne tongue, intelligible to ail 5 now 
are they tranilated into Latine and trench, 
and praéfized wholly in the J<lermane forme 
and language, thereby todraw the people of 
thiskingdome, to learnethatfpeech for their 
owne neede, which otherwife they would not 

• R. 2 doe,
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doe; And fccing a différence in tongue,would 
continue a différence in affrétions; all meanes 
waswrought to redtice itto oncldiom, wbich 

. yet was not in the power of the Conqueror 
todoe, withouttheextirpationor ouerlaying 
the Land-bred people: who being fo fatře in 
number as they werc abouc the inuaders, 
both carry themaineof thcLnguage, andin 
few yeeres, haue thofe who fubdued them,vn- 
d i ftin guifhably theirs. For notwithftanding the 
former ccnqudt by the Pa»w,and now this by 
the Norman, the folid bodie of the kingdome, 
ílill confifted of the Englißi, and the acceífion 
of ftrange people , was but as Riuers to the 
Ocean, that changed not it, butwere changed 
into ir. And though the king laboured what 
hee couldto turne all to Frcnch, by enioyning 
their children heere tovfe no other languagc, 
with their Grammer in ichooles, to haue the 
lawes praćhzed in French, All pétitions and 
bufinefle of Court, in Frencb, No man graced 
but hec that fpake French, yet foone aber his 
dayes, all returncs naturall EngHfb againe,but 

( law, and that ftiU held forraigne,and becamc 
in the end wholly to bee inclofed in that lan- 
guage: nor hauewee now other marke ofour 
iubiedion and inuaiïàllage from Normandie, 
but onlytbat, and that ftill ípeakcs.ř>wá to 
vs in England.

And herewithall new Termes, new Conüi- 
JL- ■■ * ' • tutions
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tutions,new formes of Pleas, new Offices and 
Courts are now introduccd by the Normans-, 
apeoplemorc inured to litigation, andoffpi. 
nts more impatient,and contentious,then were 
ÚMEngltfh' who by rcafon of their continuai 
warte («herein law is not borne) and labour 
to défend the public ke, were mort at vnitie in 
their príuate : aud that fmali time of peacc they 
had deuotion and good fellowlhip cntcrtaš 
ned.

For their lawes and conftitutions before, 
weefee them plaine, briefe, andftnple, with- 
out perplexitres , hauing neither folde nor 
plaite, corntnaunding, nor difputing : their 
grauntsand tran i actions as briefe and fimple, 
whichfhcwed them acleere-meaningpeople, 
retaining ftill the nature of that plaine real- 
neíTe they brought with them, vneompofed of 
other faíhion,then their owne, and vnaífcčting 
imitation.

For their tryals in caíěs criminall, where 
maniíců proofes failed, they continuer their 
ancicnt cuítome,hcld from before their Chri- 
ftianitie, vntill this great alteration : which 
trials they called Ordeal (Orfignifying right, 
Deale, part) whcreof they had thefe kindes: 
Ordeal by hre, which was for the bettet fort, 
and by water for the inferiour.- That of Fire, 
was to goe bhndfold ouer certaine plough- 
ffiares, maderedhote, and layde an vneucn

K 3 diftance
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diftance one from another. Thatoi Water was 
was eithcr of hot or cold: in tbcone to put 
their armes to the elbow,in the other to be caft 
headlong. According to their efcapcs or hurts, 
they were adiudged î iuch as were caft into 
thcriuerSjif theyfancke wcreheld guiltleiïè, if 
not, culpable , as eieétcd by thacE!ement, 
Tlicie trials they cal lcd the iudgements of G od, 
and they were perfonned wich lôlemneOrai- 
fons. In fome cafés, the acculed was admit- 
tedto cleere himfelfeby receiuingtheEucha- 
rift, ot by his owne oath, or the oathes of 
two orthree $ but this was for fpeciall perlons, 
&fuchwholè liuings wereof a rateailowable 
theieunto, the vfuall opinion perfwading 
them, that mcnof abilitie hcida more regard 
of honeftic.

Withthefe they had thetriall of Campe- 
fight, or fingle combat (which likewife the 
Lombards, oiiginally of the famé German na­
tion, broughtinto/Wx) permitted by the law 
in cales,cither of fafetie and famé, or of poflef- 
fions. AU which trials ihew them to bee igno­
rant in any other forme of law,or to negleâit; 
Nor would they be inducedto forgo thefecu- 
ftomes, and déterminé their affaires by Impe- 
riall or Pontificiall Conftitutions , no more 
then would the Lombards forfake their duella' 
ry lawes in Italy which their Princes, againft 
fomçof theirwils, wereçonftrained toratifie,

as
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as Luytprandw their King, thus ingenuoufly 
“ confcffes. Wee are incertaine of the iudge- 
a ment of God,and we haue heard many by fight, 
fi to hauelofi their caufe without iujł caufe -,yet 
“ in ref eil of tbe cujłome of our Nation, Třee 
“ cannot anoid an infioui law. But ali chcic 
formes of iudgementsand trials had their fea- 
ións; Thofe of Fireand Water, in (hort time 
alter the Conqueft grew difuied, and in the end 
vttcrly abrogated by the Pope , as deriued 
from Pagamfme j that of combat continues 
longer-liucd, butof no ordinatie vfe: Andali 
aćtions now, both crimitiall and real!, began 
to bee wholiy adiudgedbythe vcrduitof 12. 
men, according to the cuftomeof Normandy y 
where the like forme is vfed,and called by the 
name of Enqueß, with the Cime cautions for 
the lurors, asit ishéerecontinued tothis day. 
Although fome hold opinion that this forme 
of triall was of vie in this kingdome from all 
antiquity, and alledge an ordinance of King 
Ethelred (father to the Confeflor ) wiiling in 
their Gemote, or conuentions, monethly held 
in euerie hundred, twelue graue men of free 
condition, ihould with the Greue, the chiefe 
Officeramongftthem, fwearevpon theEuan- 
gclifts, to iudge euery mans caufe aright. But 
heere wee feetwelue men werc to bee affeflbrs 
with the Greue to iudge, and no lurors, ac- 
coiding to this männer of triall now vfed jbe- 

fides 
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fidcsjhad thcre benc any fuch forme, we ihould 
afwell haue heard thereof in their lawcs and 
praćtife, asof choic other kinds of OrV*i/,one-  
ly and vfually mentioned.

But whatfoeuer innouations were in allother 
things, the gouernment for the peaccandfc- 
curitie of the kingdomc ( which mott impor- ; 
ted the king to lookc vnto ) feemes to bee ■ 
continued as before, andforthat bufineflehe ' 
found hccre better lawcs eftablifticd by the 
wary care of our former kings, then any hec 
could bring. Amongft which eipecially was 
the Borough law, whereby euery free man of 
the Commons ftood as furety forcachothers 
bchauiour, in this fort«

The kingdomc was diuidcd into Sbiers, or 
Shares, euery Shirc confifting of fo many 
Hundreds, and euery Hundred of a number 
of Ęoroughs, Villages, or Tythings, con- 
tainingtennehoufhoïders, whereofif any one 
ihould commit an vnlawfull ad, tbe other 
ninewere to attach and bring himto reaión. 
Ii he fled, ji.daicswcre enioyncd himtoap- 
peare : If inthemeanetimcapprehcnded,he 
was madetoreftorethe damage donc ; other- 
wife the Frce-boroughead (to lày the i ything- 
man) was to rake with himtwo of the.famę 
Village, and outof three other Villagesnext 
adioyning as many, ( chat is, the Tythmgman, 
and two other of the principallmen) and be­

fore
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before the officers of that Hundred purge him- 
felfeand the Village of thefaćł, reftoring the 
damage donewith the goodes of the malefa- 
ćtor, which if they fuffized not to fatisfie, the 
Free-boroh, or Tything, mufl make vp the 
reft, andbefides take ano^thtobeenowayac- 
ceflarieto thefaćł ; and to producethe offen- ; 
dor, if by aoy meanes they could recouer him, 
or know where hee were. Befides euerie Lord 
and Mafter, ftood 'Boroh, for all his familie, 
whereof if any feruantwerecalledin queftion, 
the Malier was to fee him anfwere it in the 
Hundred where hee was accufed. If hee fled, 
the Mafter was to yeeld fuch goodes as hee had 
to the King. If himfelfe were accufed tobee 

‘ aidingor priuie to hisferuants flight, hee was 
tocleere himfelfeby ý.men, otherwifeto for­
fait all his goodes to the King, and his man to 
be outlawed.

Thefe linckes, thus intermutually faftened, 
madę fo ftrong a chaine to hołd the whole 
frame of the State together inpeace and or- 
der3 as ail themoft pollitique régiments vpon 
earth, all the imerleagued focieties of men, 
cannot fhew vs a ftrcighter forme of combi 
nation. This might make the Conquerour, 
comming vpon a people chus law.bound hand 
and foot, toeftablifh him , fo foone and eafily 
as he did : This 5ö<0Ä-4w,beeing as a Cittadell 
builtto gard theCommon-wealth, comming

S to
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to bce poiTeft by a conquering Marter, was 
madę co turne al this ordinance vpon rhe Scate, 
and batterher íelfe wich herowne weapon: and 
this law may be fornc cauíe, we finde no popu­
lar iníurreótion beíorethe Conqueft. Forhad 
not this peoplebeeąe borne withtheíe fetters, 
and an idle peace,but liued looíe and in aćtion 
it is hke they would haue doně as nobly,and gi- 
uen as many,and as deepewounds ere they fort 
their Country, as euer che Brit tain es did, either 
againft the Romanes, or üie. Saxons, their prede- 
ccffors, or themfelues had done againft the 
Dane s i a peoplefarre more po werf ul and nu- 
merous then thefe. The Conqueror, without 
this, had not madę itthe worke ot one day, nor 
had Normandy euer beene able to haue yeelded 
thofe multitudes for fupplies,that many battels 
rauft haue had.

Butnow, i. the ftrict executing this lawe, 
2. difweaponing theCommons, preuen- 
ting their night-mectings with a hcauiepenal- 
tie, thateueriemanat the day clofing, fhould 
couer his fire, and départ to his reft, 4. cre- 
ĆŁing diuers fortreflesin fit parts of the kng- 
dome, y. and coilating all offices, both of 
commaund, and iudicaturcj on fuch aswere 
his j madehis domination fuch as hee would 
haueit.

And where before the Bifhoppe and the 
Alderman were the abfolute iudges to déter­

miné
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mine all bufîneflein euerie Shier, andthe Bi- 
íhoppeinmany cafés fhared in the bénéfice of 
the muléts wich the King, nowheeconfined 
the Clergie , within the Prouince -of their 
owne Ecclefiafticall iurifdiétion , to deale 
onely in bufineffe concerning rule of foules, 
according to the Cannons, and lawes Epif- 
copall.

And whereas the caufes of the king- 
domewerebeforedeterminedin euerie Shire, 
and by a lawę of King Edward Senior, ali 
matters in queftion fhould , vpon efpeci- 
all penalty, without further deferment, bee 
finally decided in their Gcmote , or con- 
uentions, held Monethly in euery Hun- 
dred ; Now hee ordained that foure cimes 
in the yeere, for certaine daies, the famé bu- 
fineffes fhould bec detcrmined in fuch place 
as hce would appoint, where hee conftituted 
iu :ges to attend for that purpofe, and alfo 
others, from whom , as from the bofome 
of the Prince, ail litigators fhould haue in­
itiée j and from whom was no appeale. Others 
hee appointedfor the punifhment ofmalefa- 
ûorSjCalled lußiciarif Paris.

What alteration was then made in the 
tenure of mens pofleflîons, or fince intro- 
duced, wee may finde bytaking note of their 
former vfances. Our Aunceftors had onely 
two kindeof tenures, Boke-land, and Falkland,
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the one was a poiTeflfionby writing, the other 
without. That by writingwasafree-ho!d,and 
by charter, hereditary,wirh allimmunitiesýind 
for the free and nob'er fort. That without 
wriťmg, was to hold at thewiil of the Lord, 
bound to rents and feruices, and was for the 
rurall people. The inheritances deícended 
notalone, butafter the ęć77zw«manner,equal- 
lv deuided amongft all the chddrcn, which 
they cailed Landskiftan, to íay Partland, acu- 
ftomc yet continued in fome places of Kent, 
by the naine oí Gauel kin 3 otgif eal kin: And 
heereupon fome write ho w the people of that 
Countrie, retained their ancientlawes and li- 
berties by efpeciall graunt from the Conque- 
rour: who after his battdl at Höflings., com- 
ming to Douer to make all fureon that fide, 
was incompalïèd by the whole people of that 
Prouince, carrying boughes of trces in their 
hands, and marching round about him like a 
mouing wood. With which ftrange and 
fuddaine fhew being much moued,thc Arch- 
Bilhop Stigand, and the Abbot Egelfln, (who 
had raifed this commotion by íhewing the 
people inwhat daunger theywere, vtterlyto 
lofe their liberties, and indure the perpetuall 
miíery of íeruitude vnder the domination of 
flrangers) prefem themfelues , and declared 
how they were the vniuerfall people of that 

; Cauntrcy, gathered together in that manner 
i with

Tke life and roigne L1 b. 2.



G er uafiut, 
Tilbttrieufis.

L i b . 2. Of William thefirf

with boughes in their hands, either as Oliue 
branches of interceiïion, forpeaceand liber- 
tie, or to intanglehim in hispaflage, with re- 
folntion racher toleaue their liues, thcnthat 
which was deerer, their freedome. Whcre- 
upon they fay the Cóqueror granted them the 
continuation of their former Cuftomes and 
Libertés : whereofnotwithftanding they now 
retaine no other then fuch as are corńmon with 
the reif of theKingdome.

For fuch as were Tenants at the will of their 
Lords (which now growne to a greater num- 
ber, and more miferable then betöre) vppon 
their pétition, and compaffion of their oppref- 
fionhee reHeued : their cafe was this : Ali fuch 
as weredifcouered to haue had ahandinany 
rébellion, and were pardoned, onely to emoy 
the benefitof life, hauing all their liuelihood 
taken from them , became vaífals vnto ťnoíe 
Lords to whom the poífeííions were ginen of 
all fuch lands forfeited by attaindors. And if 
by their diligent feruice, they couldattaine a- 
ny portion of ground, they held ic but onely 
io longas itpleafcd their Lords, wichoutha­
uing any eftate foť themfelues, or their chil- 
dren i and were oftentimes violently caft out 
vppon any fmall difpleafure , contraty to 
all right. Whereupon it was ordayned that 
whatíoeuer they had obtained of their 
Lordsby theirobfequiuousferuice, oragreed

S 3 for, 
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for, byany lawfull paćł, they fhould hołd by 
an inutolable law during their owne liues.

The next great workeafterthe ordering his 
lawes, was the raifing and difpofing of his re- 
uenues,taking a courte to mäkelnd know the 
vrmoft of his eftate,by a generali türuey ofthe I 
kingdome, whereof hehada prefident by the\ 
P^webookof Winchefter^aktn beforebyking 
tyflfride. But as oncday informes ancther, io 
thcieaćłions of profit grew more exaćt in their 
aftcr praâite : and a larger Commiffion is gran- 
ted, a choice of skilfuller men imployea, to 
take the particulars both of his owne poiTef- 
fions,andeucry manselfe in thekingdome,the 
nature and the qualitie of their lands, their c- 
flates,and abilities- bcfidesthedefcriptions, 
bounds, and diuifions of Shires &Hundreds, 
andthis was drawneinto one booke,& brought 
into his tteafurie, then newly called theÊxche- 
querfaccordîngto the foueraigne court of that 
name of Nwrnandy') before termed herc the Ta- 
leè,mà itwas called thc£>«w<rbookc(Liberi 
diciariiti} for all occafions concerning thefe 
particulars.

All rheForeftsandChafes oftbe kingdom 
hefeized into his proper poflcffion, and cx- 
emptedthem frombeing vndcr any otherlaw 
then his owne pleaiure, to ferue as Penetralia 
Regumjhe. wkhdrawing chambetsof kings,to 
recreatcthem after their fenous labours in the 

! State3
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State, where none other might ptefume orihaue 
todoe,and where al Ipuntihmfnts and pardons 1 
of delinquents were robee difpofedby him- 
felfe, abfolutely, and all former cuftomcs abro- 
gated. And to make his commaund the more 
hc increafedthenumber of them in all parts of 
theLand, and on the South coaft difpeopled 
thecountrey for aboue thirty miles fpace, ma- 
king ofold inhabited poffeffions, a new Foreft, 
infl ćłingnicił feuere pumihmensfor hunting 
his Deere, and thereby much aduances his re­
tiennes. An aft of the greateft concuffion, 
and tyranny , hee committed in his raigne, 
and which purchaíed him much hatrcd : And 
thefame courfe held almoft euery king neerc 
the Conqueft, till this hcauie grieuance was 
allayed by the Charter of Foreits, gran tcdby 
Henry j.

Befides thefe, he impofednonew taxations 
on the State, and vfed thofe hee found vcry 
moderately, as.E>Æ8g<r//,animpofitionof tno 
ihiliings vpon euery hide, or plough-land, 
(raiied firftbyking£/Ztf/ra/,tobribe the Dazw, 
after to warre vpon them) he would not haue 
it made an Annuall paimenr, but onely taken 
vpon vrgentoccafion, and itwasfeldomega- 
theredinhis time, or his fucceflors (iaith Ger- 
uafiusj yet wee finde in our Annals, a taxcof 
i.fhill.vpon euery hidc-land, leauied prefent- 
ly after the generali füruey of the kingdome. 

_______________ Efcuage
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Efquage ( whether it were an impofition for- 
mcrly laide, though now newly named, I doe 

; not finde) wasafummeofmoney, takenofe- 
uery Knights fee : In after-times, efpecially 

i raiied for the , feruice of Scotland ; and this al- 
; fo , faith Geruafius, wasfeldome leauied, but 
on great occafion, forfbpendsanddonatiu.s 
to iöuldiers ; yet was it at firił a due, refer- 
ued out of fuch lands as were giuen by the 
Prince for feruice of warre, according to tbe 
cuftome of other Nations. As in the Romans 
time, wec finde lands were giuen in rewardof 
feruice to the menof warre, for tearmeof  their 
Hues, as they are at this day in Turkey -, After 
they became Patrimonial], and Hereditarie to 
their children. Seuerw the Emperour was the 
firft whopermitted the children of menof war, 
to inioy their Fiefs, prouided that they follow- 
ed Armes. Conßantine to reward his principal! 

i Captaines, granted them a perpetuitieinthe 
• lands aifigned them. The eftateswhich were 
but for lite,were made perpetuall in Eranceyin- 
der the laß Kings of the race of Charlemaine_j. 
Thofe Lords who had the great Fiefs of the 
King, fub-deuidedthem toother periöns, of 
whomthey were to haue feruice.

Mul&uary profits, befides, fuch asmight a- 
rife by thebreachof his Foreft-lawes, heehad 
fcwe ornonenewe, vnleiTe that of Murther, 
which arofe vpon this occafion. In the begin- 
J'  ning 
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ning of his raigne, the rancor of the Englifh 
towards thcnew come Normans t wasfuch, as 
finding themfinglein woods, orremotepla­
ces, they fecretly murthcred them ; and the 
deed doers, forany thefeuereftcourfestakcn, 
could neuer bec difcouered : whereuponit was 
ordainedjthatthe Hundred,wherein a Norman 
was found flaine, and the Murthcrer not ta- 
kcn , ihould be condemned to pay to the King, 
fonie jó.poundsjfome 28. pounds,according 
to the quantitic of the Hundred, that the pu- 
nifbrnentbeeing generally infltćfed,might par- 
tiiularly deterre them, and haften the difcoue- 
ry of the malefador, by whom fo many muft 
otherwife bc interefted.

Forhisprouifionary reuenues, heecontinu- 
ed the former euftom held by his predeceflors, 
whieb wasin thismanner. The Kings Tenants, 
who held theirlandsof the Crowne, paidno 
money atall,butonly Viéluals, Wheat, Biefes, 
Muttons, Hay, Oatcs, &c. and a iuft note 
of the quality and quantitie of euerie mans 
ratemenc was taken throughoutalltheShhes 
of the kingdome, and leauied euer certaine, 
for the maintenance of theKings houiè. Or,her 
ordinariein-come of ready moneys wasthere 
none, butwhatwasraifed bymulćis, and out 
of Ctties and Caftles where Agriculture was 
not vfed.

Whatthe Church yeelded him, was by ex-
T tent
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tent of a power that neuer reached io farre be- 
fore, and the firft hand he laid vpon that fide, 
which weighed heatiily, was his feizing vpon 
the Plate, Iewels,andTreafure, wichinall the 
MonaftericsofítfgAíW, pretending the rebds, 
and their aflîftants, conueycd their riches into 
thefereligioushoufes (asintoplaces priuiled- 
ged, and free from fciiure ) to defraud him 
thereof.

Befidcs this, bee made all Bifhoprickes, and 
Abbeys, that held Barronies ( betöre that time 
free from all iecular ieruices) contributarie to 
his warres, and his othcr occafions. And this 
may bee the caufe'why they, who then onely
held the Pen ( the Sceptcr that rules oticr the 
memorie of Kings) hauelaidefuchaneternall 
impolition vpon his name, of rigour, oppref- 
fion, and euen barbarous immanity, a$ they 
haue done. Whcn the nature and neceíláry 
difpofition of his affaires (beeing as hee was) 
may aduocate, and in manythings muchex- 
cufehiscourfes. But this name ofConqueft, 
which euer imports violence and mifery,isof 
foharfhafound, and fo odious in nature, asa 
people fubdued cannot giue a Conqucrour 
his due, how euer worthy, and eípecially to a 
ftranger, whom onely time muß naturalize 
and incorporate by degrees into their Jiking 
and opinion : And yet Hierein this King was 
greatly aduantaged , by reafon of his twenty 

yeeres,
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yeeres gouernement, which had much impai- 
red the memory of former cuftomes in ehe 
yünger fort, and well inured the elder to the 
prelentvfanccs and tonne of State, whereby 
the rule was made more eafie to his fonnes : 
who though they were farre inferior to him in 
worth, were fomwhat better beloued then hee; 
and the rather for thatrheir occafions made 
them fomewhat to vnreft the Soueraigntic 
from that height whereunto hee had Itray- 
ned it.

How hee was vnderfet with able minifters 
for the managing of theic great affaires of his, 
though time hathfhut vs out from the know­
ledge of fomeof thcm(itbeingin the fortune 
of kings, to hauetheir minifters hke riuers in 
the Ocean,buried in their glory) yct no doubt, 
being of a ftrong conftitution of iudgement 
hecouldnot butbeeftronglyfurnifhedin that 
kind , for weakekings haue weakeftdes, and 
the moft renowned Princes are euer beft fto- 
red with able minifters. The principall of 
higheft i.nploymcnt, were Oaon, Bifhoppe of 
Bayeux, zndEnücoï Kent, Lanfranke, Arch- 
biihopof Canterbury, and William Fitz-Auber, 
Earlc of Hereford'. oďto*  fupplied the placeof 
Viccroyin the kings abfence, and had the ma­
nagement of the Treaíury. A man of a wide 
and agile fpirit, let out into as fpacious a con­
cert of greatnefle, as the height of his place

T ï could
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■ ■ could ihew him: Andisrumored by tbe infi­
nite accumulation of money(which bis aua- 
rivC, and length of office had made) eitherlb 
buy thePopedome, orpurchaiè thepeople of 
England, vpon the death of his Brother : who 
vnderlxanding a purpofèhee hadof going to 
Rome} and fèeing a mightie confluence of fol- 
lowers, gathering vnto him, made a cloie 
prifon ftay his iourney : exçufing it to the 
Churchjthathes imprifonednot a ßifhop ot 
Bayeux, but an Earle of Kent, and Officer 
and accomptant vnto him. Yet vppon his 
death-bed ((hordy following)after many ob- 
fecrations, that hee would, in rcfpećt of Bloud 
and nature, beeakind meane for the future
peace of his fonnes,he releafcd him. But the 
Bühopfailed hisrequett therein, andbccame 
the oneîy kindle-fire to fet them allinto more 
furious combtiftion. The motiueof his dif- 
content (the engine wherewithall Ambition

•

1

euermorc turnes about his intentions) was the 
enuy he bare to Z4«/nwr>whofecounfen, in his 
greateft affayres,the king efpec ially vfed: and to 
oppofeand ouer-beare him, tookeheeall the 
contr ary courfes, and part with Robert, his 
nephew, whom (after many fortunes) hee at- 
tendedto the holy warre, and diedin thefiege 
of Antioche,

Lanfrancwz&z. man of as vniuerfàll good- 
nefle as learning, borne in Lumbardie, and

came
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came happely aftranger3inthefeftrange times I 
to do good to Englandyyon whofc obferuance,1 
though the King might (inregardhee raifed 
him) lay fonie tye,yet his afiedions could not 
but takepart with his pietieand place: in fo f 
much as he feated not to oppofe againft Odon, 
the Kings brother,feeking to gripe from the 
State of his Church : And in all hec could, 
ftood fo betweene the kingdome and thekings 
rigor, as ftayed many precipitiousvioleiicies, 
that he (whofe power lay as wide as his will) 
might elfe haue f allen into.For the Conqueror, 
howfocuer aulłere to others , was to him al- 
wayes milde and yeelding,asif fubduedwith 
his grauitie and vertue.

Hereformed the irregularitie and rudeneife 
of the Clergie, introducing a more Southerne 
formalitie and refped, accordingto hisbree- 
dings andthecuftome of his Countrey : con- 
curring herein likewife to beeanador of al­
teration (though in thebefl kinde) with this 
change of State. And to gine entertaine- 
ment to deuotion, hee did all he could to fur- 
niihhis Church with the moftexquifite Orna­
ments might bee procuted : added a more 
State and conueniency totheftrudure of re­
ligions houles, and begänne the founding of 
Hofpitals. Hauing long ftrugled, with inde- 
fatigablc labour, to hold things in an euen 
courfe, duringthe wholeraigne of this bufie

T 3 new
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new ftate-building King. And afeer bis death, 
fecing bis fucccflbr in the Crowne (eftablifhed 
cfpecially by bis meanes) to faite hisexpe&ati- 
on,out oi the experience of worldly caufes, di- 
uining oi future mifchiefes by prefentcourfes 
grewmuch to lament wich his friendsthe te- 
diouineiTe of life, which (hortly aftcr he mild- 
ly leit, which fuch a fickneffe, as neither hin- 
dered his fpeech nor memory:a thing he would 
oftendcfircof God.

Will/am Utz-Auher, (as is deliuered) was 
a principal! counfellour and inftrument in tins 
aćiion tor England > wherein hee furnifhed 
40. (bips at his owne charge. A man of great 
meanes,yet of aheartgreacer,and ahandlar- 
ger then any meanes would well fufl&ce. His 
profufe liberalities to men of armes, gaue 
often (harpe offence to the King, who could 
not indure any (uch improuident expences. 
Amongft the lawes hee madc (which (hewes 
thepower thefe Earles then hadin their Pro- 
uinces) hee ordained that in the Countic of 
Herefordnomanof armes (orfouldier} (hould 
be fined for any offence whatfoeuer, aboue 
7. (Hillings when in other Countics, vpon 
ehe leaft occafion of diiobeying their Lords 
will, they werc forced to pay. ao. or 2 y.(hil. 
But his diäte fecming to beare no proportion 
withhis minde, and enough it was not to bec 
an emincntEarle , an efpeciall Counfellour, 

in
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in aii the affaires of England and Normandy, 
a chiefe fauorite to io great a Monarch , but 
that largćr hopes drew him away ; defigning to 
marrie Richild, Countefle dowager oi Flanders, 
andto haue die gouernmentof that Country, 
during the nouage of Arnulph her fonne ; of 
whom, with the king of France, hee had the tu- 
tclarie charge, commitcd by Baldouin the fixth, 
father to Arnulph ; whofe cftate Robert le Frifon 
hisVnclc, calledbythepcopletothe gouern- 
ment, vpon the cxaftionsinflifted on them by 
Richeld, bad vfurped. And againft him Fitz, 
Auber oppofing, was with Arnulph, furprized 
and flaine.

Andthiswasinthefateof the Conquerour, 
to fee moft of all theic great mcn,who had bene 
theeipeciall aftorsin all bis fortunes,fpcnt and 
exrinft before him: As Beaumont,Monfort,Har- 
courte, Hugh deGourney, Ficount Neele, Hugh de 
'AMortimer, Conte de Fennes, &c. And now 
himfelfe, after his beeingbrought ficke to Ro­
uan, and therc difpofinghis eftate, endcdalfo 
his aft, in the 74. yeere of bis age, and the 21. 
of hisraigne.

Three daics the Corps of this great Mo­
narch is iaidto haue laine negleftcd, whilchis 
feruants attended to imbeífill his mouables : 
in the end, his yongcft fonne Henrii-j, had it 
conucyed tothe Abbey of Cane, wherefirft, 
at the entrie into the Towne, thcy who cartied 

the
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the Corps,leQit alone,and ranne all to quench 
thefire-. Afterwardbroughttobe intombed, 
a Gentleman ftands föorth,and in (lerne män­
ner, forbids the interment in that place, clai- 
mingthe ground tobee his inheritance, del- 
cendcd fromhis aunceftors, taken from him 
at the building of that Abbey, and appeales 1 
to Rot», their firft fotinder, for I udice : where- 
uponthey were faine to compound with him 
for an Annuallrent. Such adoehad the body 
of him afterdeath (whohad madę (b much in 
his life) to bce broughtto theearth; and of 
allhee attaind, hadnotnow a roome tocon- 
taine him,, without beeing purchafed at the 
hand of another, meneftecmingaliurngDog 
more thena dead Lion.

Hee had a faire iifue by CMaud his wife, 
foure fonnes, andfiuedaughters. To Robert 
hiseldeft, hee left the Dutchy of Normandy : 
to William the third fonne, the kingdome of 
England : to Henry the yongeil his treafure, 
with an annuall penfion to bee paid him by 
his brothers. Richard who was his fécond 
fonne, and his datling, a Prince of great hope, 
died inhisyoutb, of a lurfcit taken in the new 
Foreil, and began the (atalnefle thatfollowed 
in that place, by the death of William the fé­
cond, there(laine with an aiïow,anàot Richard 
the fonne of Robert Duke of Normandy * who 
brake his necke.

____________________________ His
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His eldcil daughtcr C talie, became a Ntinne» 

Confiante maried to thc Earlc of Britaigne I 
Adela to Stef hen Earle of Blois y who hkcwifc 
rcndred hei feite a Nunne in hcr age ; fuch was 
then their deuotion , and fo much were thefe 
lolitary retires, affcćłcd by chegreareft Ladies 
of thoft unies ; the other two died before ma­
nage- *

Nowwhathccwasin the circle of himfclfc 
in his owne continent, we find himof aneuen 
fiaturCjComeiy pcrfonage,of good prefence,ri- 
dmg,firting, or ftanding, ciii his corpulcncy in- 
creafing with age,madę him fomwhat vnwildy, 
of fo ftrong a conftitution,as he was neuer fick- 
ly dli a fewemoncths before his death. His 
flrength fuch,as fcw men could draw his bow, 
and being about 50. of his age, when hc fub' 
dued this kingdome, it fcemes by his continuai 
aäions, hcc fcltnot thc weight ofyceres vpon 
him,till his lait yeere.

What was the compofition of his minde, 
wee fee it thc faireft drawne in his actions, and 
how his abihries of Nature, wereanfwerablc 
to his vndcrtàkings of Fortune,as pre-ordain’d 
for ehe great woïkc he effećted.And thoygh he 
might haue lome aduantage of the time,where- 
in wc often fee men preuailc more by thc imbe- 
cilitic of others, then their owne worth; yet let 
rhatteafonof theworld be well examined, and 
aiuftmeafurc taken of his aćtiuc venues,they

will
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wiilappeareof an exceeding proportion.- Nor 
wanted hc thofe incounters and concurrencies 
of fuflicient able Princes, to put him to the trial 
therofihauing on one fide thefrćwA to grapplc 
withall; on thcothertheZ>4»i, farre mightier 
in pcople, and fhippingthen himfelfe, ftrongly 
fidedin this kingdome, as eager to rccouer 
their former footing here,as euer, and as weil 
or better prepared.

For his deuotion and mercy, the brighteft 
ftarres inthcSphearcof Maieftie,theyappeare 
a boue alibis othervertues,and the due obfer- 
uationof the firft, the Clergie (that loued him 
not)confefie:theotherwas fecne,in theoften 
pardoiîing,and rcceiuing into grâce,thofe who 
hadforfeited their loyalties, and dangeroufly 
rebclled againft him; as if hee hcld fubmiifion 
fatisfa&orie, forthegrcateft offence,&fbught 
not to defeit men,but their enterprifès: Fof we 
finde but one Nobleman executed in all bis 
raigne, and that was theEarle Waliheof, who 
had twifè falfified his faith before : And thofe 
hec held pńionersin Normandie, astheEirles 
3/ orchar and Siward, with Wolfnothjchz brother 
of Zfárá/íZj&others (vpon compaffion of their 
indurance) he releaied a little before his death.

Befides, hec was as farre from fufpition, as 
cowardize,andof that confidence (an efpeciall 
noteof his magnanimity) as hegaueEi/garhis 
competitor intheCrownc, the liberty of his

Court:
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Court : And (vpon his fuite) Cent him wellfur- 
nifhttothcholy warre, whcrc hec nobly beha- 
ued himfelfe, and attained to great eftimation, 
with tbe Empcrours of Greece and Alwaine^ 
which might haue bccneheld dangerousjn re- 
fpećł of his alliances thatway, being asibme 
write, grand-child to thc Empereur Henry 3, 
But theie may bec as well venues of thc Time, 
as of Men, and fo thc agc muß haue part of 
this commcndation.

Magniiiccnt he was in his Feftiuals, which 
with great folemnityand ceremonie (thc for- 
mall entertainers of rcucrcnce and refped) he 
duly obferued. Keeping hisChriftmas atG/o 
ceßer, his Eaftcr at Wincheßer, and Penticoft at 
Weßminßer'. whither hc íummoned his Nobi­
lity ; tbat Embafladors and Strangers might 

fee his State, and laregenefle. Nor euer 
was hc more mild and indulgent,then 

atfuch times. And thefe ceremo*
nies hisnext Succcflbr obfer­

ued > but thc fécond 
omitted.

7he end of the fécond Boohe.

V*  THE





THIRD BOOKE
of the Hiftorie of England.

William the fécond.
ItUam, fécond tonne 
to William i. not at- 
tending his fathers 
funerals, haftcsinto 
England to recouct 
his Crowncjwhcrc, 
by the cfpccial médi­
ation of the Arch-bx- 
Ihoppe Lanfranchis 
ownc large bounty

and wide promîtes,fc obtained it,accordingto 
his fathers will, to whom, by his obfequiouf- 
neffe he had much indeered himfelfe,efpccial!y 
after the abdication of h is elder brother Robert. 

Hc was a Prince more gallant then good,and 
haulng becnebred with the fword, alwaiesin 
 . V 3 adion
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a&ion, and on the bettet fide of fortune, of a 
nature tough,and hautie, wfiereunto his youth, 
&foueraigntyadded a greacet widènes. Com- 
ming to fuccced in a gouernment, fore-ruled by 
maturę and gray counfcll,he was io ouerwhel- 
med with his fathcrs worthand greataefle, as 
madę him appeare of a Icilcr Orbethenother- 
wife hee would j and then the fhorrnefle of bis 
raigne, beeing but of i j.yecres, allowed him 
not timc to rccoucrthat opinion, whięli the 
crrors of his fitft gouernmenthadloft, or his 
neceihties caufed him to commit. For the fuc- 
íeflion in right of Primogenituře^ beeing nonę 
of his, and the elder brocher liuing, how- 
foeuerhis fathers will was, hcemuftnowbee 
put,andheldinpoffcfíion of the Ćrowne, by 
the will of thekingdome, whichto purchafe, 
muiłbce by large conditions of relieuements 
in generali , and profufe gifts in patticular. 
Whcreinheehadthe morę to doe, beeing to 
dcalc with a State, confiftingof atwofold bo­
dy , and different tempéraments, where any 
inflammation ofdifcontent, was the more apt 
totake, hauingahead whereto it mightrea- 
dily gather. Which madę, tbat vnleffe hee 
would lay more to their hopes tben another, 
hee couldnot hopc to haue them •firmely his. 
A nd therefore fecing the beft way to winne the 
Normans was by money, and the Engltflj with 
libenies, he fpared not at firfl, ro bclłew on the

one,
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one, and to promife thc other, more thcn fitted 
his eftate and dignitic 5 which, when after- 
wardfailingboth in íupplies (for great gitiers 
rauft alwaies giue,) and alfo in performances, 
got him farrc more hatred then otberwife hče 
could euer haue had, becing forced to all' the 
diíhonourablc íhifts for raifing moneys that 
could bc deuiícd, and eucn to refumc his ownc 
former grants. b • •

And to beginne at firft to rake the courfc to 
bee euer needy -, prefently after his Coronati- 
on hec goes-to Wincheßer, wherc hisfathers 
treaíure lay, and empries out all that which 
with great prouidence was therc amafled , 
whereby,though hec wonne the loueof many, 
he loft morcjbeing ftot able tocontent all. And 
now although his brother Robert had not ( this 
greatingineof mcn) money, hcehadtogiue 
hopes : and therc were heere of the H&rmans^ 
isOdon his vncle, Roger detJlMgmtrie Earle 
of Shrewesburie, with others, who were mainly 
for him, and worke hce doth all hec can, to 
batter his brothers fortunes, vpon their Arft 
foundation. And fot this purpofe, borrowcs 
great fummes of bis yonger brother Henrie^ 
( to whom the father and mother had lete 
much treaíure ) and for thc famé, ingages the 
Countricof Conflantine^ and leuies an Army 
for íngbtnd. But William newly inuefted in 
thc Crowncj though well propal cd for all 

___ __________ _____________ afíaiilts,
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ailau!ts,had rather purchafc a prefent peacc by 
médiation of t hc N obles on both fides, til time 
had bettet ietlcdhim in his gouernment thcn 
to raiic fpirits that could notcafily bee allaied. 
Andanagreementbctwcenetbem i$ wrought, 
that William fhould hołd thc Crownc of £»g- 
land duringhislife, paying to Kobert j. thou- 
fand Markes Per an*um.

Eebert hauing cloied this bufinefle, refumes 
by force thc Countrie of Cenfantine out oflus 
brother Henries hands, without difehargeoi 
thofè fummes, for which hcc had ingaged it. 
Wherupon king William vpobraids Henrie with 
the great gaine hec had made byhis V7furie in 
Icndingmoaey to depriuc him of his Crownc 
And io Henne got the hatred of both his Bro­
thers, and hauing no place iafc from their dan­
ger where to liucjurprizcd thc caftd of Mount 
Saint CMiditel, fortifies himthercin, getsaidc 
of Hugh Earleof Britaigne, and for hismoncy 
was ierued with Bretons,who committed great 
fpoilcs, in thc Countrics of Conßantme and 
Besfin.

odon, Byfhoppe of Bayeux, returninginto 
England alter his imprifonmenr in Normandy, 
and reftored to hisEirłedomeot Æ^/,fiuding 
himfclfe fo farte vneer what he had beene, and 
Lanfranc his concurrent, now the ondy maň 
in counfcli with thc King, complots with as 
many Norman Lords as hce found, ormade to

affećt
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affećt change and a new maifter, andfets them 
on worke in diu er s parts of the Realme, to dif- 
traćf the Kings forces : as firft, Geo ff er y Byíhop 
of Confiant, with his Nephew Robert de Mow­
bray, Ear\e oíZtyrthumberland, fortifye them- 
Íeines in 5ri/?w, and takein all the Countrey 
about : Roger de Biged, madę hirafelfe ftrong 
in Northfolke Hugh de Grandmenill about 
Leicefter ; Roger de Mongomerie Earlc of Shrews- 
burie, with a power ofWelih-men,and other 
thereabout, fets out accompanied with W illi- 
am Byíhop of Durham: Bernard de New march, 
Roger Lacie, and Raulfe Mortimer, all Normans, 
and aiFayle the CittieofWorcefter, making 
themfelues ftrongin thofe parts.O^» himfelfe 
fortifies the Caille ofÆtfiÆi/?fr,mak es good ail 
the Coaft of Kent, follicites Robert to vfc what 
fpeed he could to corne with ail his power out 
ofNormandie : whichhad hee doonc in time, 
and not giuen his Brother fo large opportuni- 
ty of preuention,hee had carried the kingdom ; 
but his delay yeeldes the King timeto con­
firme his Friends, vnder-worke his enemics, 
and makehim ftrong with theEngliih,which 
hee did by graunting taxation oftribute, with 
other relecuemcnts oftheir doléances, and re- 
ftoringthcm to their former freedome ofhun- 
tingin ailhis Woodes and Forrefts, a thing 
they much eftccmed ; whereby hee made them 
fo ftrongly his, as hee foonebrakc the necke
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ofall che Norman confpiracies (they being ea- 
ger to reuenge them ofthat nation) and heere 
they learned firft to beat their conqucrors, ha- 
uing the faire aduantage of their aćłion,which 
eut the throats of many of them.

Mongomerie,being won from his complices 
and the feuerall Confpirators in other parts re- 
preft, the King cornes with an Army into Kent 
where the headeofthe faćtionlay, and firit, 
won the Caftle of Tunbridge^ and that of Pem- 
/ey, which O don was forced to yeelde, and pro- 
mife to caufc thofe whieb defendcd that ofRo- 
chefter, which wütcEußace, Earleof Bologne, 
andtheEarleofMerAwgTir, tötender likewifc 
the famę. But being brought thether to cffećt 
the bufinefle, they within, receiuing him, dc- 
tained him, as he pretended,prifoner,and held 
out ftoutly againft the King.vpon a falfe intel­
ligence giucn of the ar'riuall o t Duke Robert at 
Southampton, but in the end, they werc for­
ced to quit the place,and retire into France, & 
Odon to abiure England.

And to keepe off the like danger from hence, 
hetranfports his forces into Normandy, therc 
to waft and weaken his brother at home. So, 
as might holde him from any future attempts, 
abroad for euer afrer. Where firft he obtaines 
Saint Pk/er^and afterward Albemarle, with the 
whole Country of Eu^FeJiam^e, the Abathie of 
Monte Saint Micheli, Cherbnrge3 and other 

 places. 
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places. Robert feekcs aydeof Phillip King of 
France, who cornes downe with an Army in- 
to Normandie-, but ouercome with thepowcr 
of mony wherewith King William affayled him 
did little good, and fo retyred.

Whcreupon, Duke Robert in the end,was 
dritten to adiihonourablepeace,concluded at 
Caen with thefe-Articles. i.that King William 
fhould hołd the Countie of£», Fejampe*  and 
ail other places, which hec hadde bought, and 
wcrc deliuered vnto him,by William Earle of 
£w,andStephenfcztXcaíAimalf Sifters fonne 
to W illiam the firft. z.Hc fhould aid the dukc 
to recouer ail other peeces which belonged to 
his Father,and were vfurped from the Dutchy. 
3. That fuch Normans, as hadde loft their E- 
ftates in England , bytaking part with the 
Duke, fhould be reftored thereunto. 4. That 
the furuiuer of either of them, fhould fucceede 
in the Dominions both of England and Nor­
mandie,

After this peace madę, by the médiation of 
the King of France,whilft William had a ftrong 
Army in the fielde,Duke Robert requefted his 
ayd againft their brother Henry, who ftill kept 
him in the Fort ofMount Saint Mcbefvppon 
his gard,holding itbeft for his fafetyifor being 
a Prince that coulde not fubfift ofhimfelfe, as 
an earthen veífel fet among iron pots, he was 
cuery way in dauugcr to be cruflit, and feeing

X 2 he
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he had loft both his Brothers by doing the one 
a kindncfle 5 if he ihould haue tooke co ciiher ; 
their turne beingferued, hisowne might bec 
in hazard, andfobetooke him to this dcfence. 
Forty dates the two princes laide fiege to this 
Caille, and oneday,as the King was alonc on 
thc ihore, therc fallies out of ehe Fort, a com­
pany ofHorífc, whereofihree ranne at him (0 
violently, and all ftrooke his Hoiife together 
with their Launccs,as they brake pećlorall,gir- 
fes, and all, that thc horile flippes away, and 
leaues the King and thc faddle on the ground : 
thc King takes vp the faddle with both handes, 
and there-with défendes himfclfe vntill refcue 
camc, and beeing blamed by fomcofhis peo- 
plefor putting him-felfe thus inperrillof his 
lifetofauehisSaddlc, aunfwered: it woulde 
haue angered him , che Brettens ihould haue 
bragged, they had wonne thc faddle from vn- 
der him, and how great an indignity it was for 
aKing to iuffer Inferioursto force anything 
ftom him.

In the endj/ew^ grew to extreame want of 
drinkcandWater,althoughhee had all other 
prouifion fufficicnt within his forte, and fends 
to Duke Robert that he might haue his neccfsi- 
tyfupplyed: thc Duke fendes him a Tunncof 
Winę, andgraunts him truce for a day, to fur- 
niih him with Watcr. Whcrewith William 
beeing diíplcafed, Duke^Aťrr toldc him, it

was
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was hard to denyabrothcrmeate, anddrinke 
which craued it, and thatif heperiflit, they 
hadnot a brother. Wherewith ■Williamlikc- 
wife relenting, they fent for Henry, and an 
agreementismade, hefhould hold in mot- 
gage the Country of Conßantine till the money 
was paide, and a day appointed to receiue it at
Rouen.

Which accord King William the rathcr 
wrought, to drawasmuchfrom Robert ashee 
might, whom by this voyage he not ondy had 
wafted, but poflefi himfelfe of a fafe and con­
tinuai! Landing-place, with apartofhis Du­
chy :caufed him to put from himand banifh 
outoï Normandy, Edgar Etheling,whom Robert 
hcld hisPcnfioner, and as aftoneio hishand 
vpon ail occafions to threaten William with 
anothers right,if his owne preuailed not : And 
befidcs, he wrought fo as either throughpro- 
mife of money, or fomefarther ratification to 
bcmadeheere, hebrought hisbrother Robert j 
with himouer into England, andtookchima- 
long in an expédition againft-MiWw, who 
had incroched vpon histerritorics, duringhis 
abfence. Which bufineiTcbiingdetermined ■ 
without battell, Robert, fooneafrer, rcturnes 
much diieontented into Normandie, and as it 
leemcs,wichout money tofatisfiehis brother 

\ Henry. Whorepairing to Rouen ai his day ap­
pointed, in ftcad ofreceiuingit, wascommit-

I X} ted  
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i ted to prifon, and befote he could bc rcleafcd, 
' forccd to renouncc thc Country of Co/(ientinei 
and iwcare neuer to claime any thing in Nor-

i mandy.
Henrie complaines ofthis große iniuiłicc,to 

phillip king of/r4«fi,who gauc him a faire en- 
tertainement in his Court. W herc he remay- 
ned not long,but that a Knight of Normandie, 
named Hachard, vndertaking to put him into a 
Fort (maugrehis BrothcrRobert) wichin the 
Dutchy, conueyed him difguifed out of thc 
Court, and wroughtfo, as theCaftleofDam- 
frone was deliuered vnto him, whereby ihort- 
ly after,he got al the Country of Paffays  ̂about 
it, and a good part of Coßentine^ by thc feeret 
ayde oł King fVtlliam, Richard de Riuieres, and 
Roger de Manneuile.

Duke Robert leauies forces, andcagcrly 
wrought to recouer Damfroncf>\it findingho w 
Henry was vnderfet, inueighs againft thc perfi­
die of his brother of England: infomuch as the 
flame ofrancor burft out againe morc then c- 
uer. And oucr-paflcs king william with a great 
Army, but rather to terrifie,then do any great 
matter,as a Prince that did morc contcnd then 
warrc,and wouldbe great with the fword, yet 

I feldomc defired to vfcit,ifhe could get to his 
! cndcsbyany othermeanes, feckingrather to 
buy his peace then win it.

; Many skirmiihes intcrpaifed, with furprife
ments 
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mentsofCaftles, butin the ende a Treatic of 
peacewaspropounded : wherein to make his 
conditions,what he w cntld,K. William feemes 
hard ro be wrought,and makes the more ihew 
offorcc, fcnding oucr into England, for an ar- 
my of thirty thoufand mć, which bcing broght 
to the ihore, ready to bee ihipped, an offer was 
madę to be proclaimcd by his Lieutenant,that 
giuingtęn flaillings aman,whofoeuerwoulde ! 
might départ home to his dwelling. Where- 
by was rayfedfo much, as difcharged his ex- 
pencc, andferued to Fee the King of Fraunce 
vnder-hand,for his forbearing ayde vnto Duke 
Robert, who feeing himfelfleft by the French, 
muftnecds makehis peaceas the other would 
haueit.

Now for his affayres ar home,the vncertain i 
warres with ífa/ej and JW/aM^gaue him more 
bufincíTe then Honour. Becing dritten in the 
one to cncounter with Mountaines inftead of 
men, vnto the great loffeand difaduantage of 
his people, and in the other with as manie ne- 
cefsities. Wales he fought to fubdu,Scotland 
fo to reftrainc as it might not hurt him. For 
thelaft,after muchbroyle , both Kingcs, fce- 
ming more willing to haue peace then to feeke 
it,are brotight to an-enter-view. ÏAalcolin vp- 
pon publique Faith, and fafecondućł came to 
Gloceňer, where,‘vpon the haughtinefle ofK. 
William, looking to bee fatisfied in ail his de-

mands,
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maunds,andthe vnyccldingneffeofKing Mal­
colm, ftanding vpon his regalitie within bis 
owne, though cornentto beordernd forthc 
confines, according to the iudgemcnt ofthc 
Primate ofboth kingdomesj nothing wascf- 

, fcćłed but a grcater difdaine , and rankor in 
Malcolin , feeing himfelfe difpifed, andfcarce 
lookedonjbythcKingoffwç/àffi/. So that vp­
on hisrcturne, armedwith rage, heraifes an 
Army, enters Northumberland, which fotirc 
rimes before he had depopulated, and nowe 

s the fifih, fecking vtterly todcftroyit, and to 
S haue gone farther,was, withhiseldeft fonne 
Edwardüûne, rather by thefraud thenpowre 
of Xobert JńwZrąyEarleof that County :The 
griefe of whofe dcaths gaue Margueret, that 
bleifed Queene, hers. Atter whomthc State 
elected Dufnald, brorher to Malcolin, and cha- 
fed out ail the Englt/h, which attended the 
Queene, and wereharboured, or preferred by 
Malcolm. King William tofetthe line right, 
and to haue aKingthere which ihould bebo- 
holding to his power, aides Edgar, the fécond 
fonne to Malcolm ( who had ferued him in his 
warr.es) to obtaine the Crownedue vnto him 
in right of fucceflîon : by whofe meanes Duf- 
naldvw expeld,andthe State receiued Edgar3 
but kilied ail the aide he broughtwith him out 

England^ and capitulaied thatheihould ne­
uer more entertainc Enghfb or Norman in 

his 

warr.es
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his feruice.

This buííneíle fetled, Wales ftrugling for 
libertie and reuenge, gaue newe occafion of 
worke, whether hec went in perfon,with pur- 
pofeto depopulate the countrey tbutthey rc- 
tyring into the Mountaines and the lile of An- 
glcfey,auoided the prefent fury.But afterward

Earle of Shrewsbury, andHagÄ Earle of 
Ch flerz furprizing the Ifle, theír checfeft rc- 
treat, comir.itted there barbarous examples of 
cruelty, by exccecations,& miferable difmem- 
bering the peoplc, which immanity was there 
fuddenly auenged on the Earle of Shrewsbury 
wtth a double death, firft íhot into the eye,and 
then tumbling ouerboord into the Sea, to the 
fport and fcorn ofhis enemie the King ofNor- 
way^ who eytherby chaunce, or of purpofe, 
comming vpponthatcoaftfromtakingin the 
Orchades, encountred with him,and that force 
hehadatfea.

Thefe were the rcmotebufineíTes, when a 
confptraciebrake out within the bodyeof the 
Kingdome, complotted by Robert Mowbray 
Earle of Northumberland, William d Ou, and 
many other, which gaue the Kmg more trou­
ble then danger ; for by the fpeedie and maync 
profeeution oí the b uhne fie, wherein hec vfed 
thebeftftrcngthofEngland, itwas foonecn- ' 
ded.with the confufion of the vndertakcrs.Buc 
it wrought an ill cffcd in his nature,by harde- 

___ Y ning



i6i Thelife and raigne L i b . 3.

ning the famę to an extreame rigour: for after 
the fearc was paft, his wrath and crueltie were 
not, but(which ishiddeousinaPrincc) they 
grewtobe numbredamongeftincurcable dif- 
cafes.

Manie accufations of great men,followed 
vponthis aćt,and wereeafilybelicued,howfo- 
euer proued. William de A Inerte,z. man of good- 
ly perfonage,his Auntsfonne,andhis Sewer, 
was at a counfcl holden at Salisbury, condem- 
ned to bc hanged : when both in his confefsi- 
ontotf/żzkWz/theByihop there, and to all the 
people as he paffed co execution, he left a elear 
opinion of his innocency, and the wrong hec 
had by the King.
But now whiles thefe fraétures here at home, 

the v nrepairable breaches abroad were fuch,as 
couldgiuetheKingno longer aíTurednefíe of 
quiet then the attempterswould : andthat all 
the Chriftian world was out, eyther at difcord 
amongeft themfelues, or in faction , by the 
Schifme of the Church : Pope Pr ban, affem- 
bling a generali Counfellat deirmont in Au- 
uergne, to compofe the affaires of Chriften- 
dome, exhorted all the Princes thercof, to 
ioyne themfelues in aćtion, for the rccouery 
of the holy Land, out of the hands of Infidels. 
Whieh motion by the zealous négociation of 
Peter the Hermit, of Amiens tooke fo general- 
ly (meeting with the difpofitionofan aćłiuc, 

and
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and Religions worlde)as turn’dall thatflame, 
which had elfe conftimedeach other at home, 
vppon vnknowne Nations,that vndid them a- 
broad.

Such,andfo great grewe the heateof this 
aćłion, inadeby the perfwaííon of the luftice 
thcreof,with the State and Glorie it woulde 
bring on earth, and the aíTurednefle ofheauen 
to ail the pions vnder-takers,' that none were 
efteemed to contain any thing of worth which 
wouldftaybehind. Each giues hand to other 
to lead them along, and cxamplc addes num- 
ber. The forwardnefle of fo many great Prin­
ces, paflíng away their whole eftates, and lea- 
uing all what the deereneífe of their Countrey 
containd,drew to this war thrcc hundred thou- 
fand men, all which, though in Armes, paífed 
from diuers Countries and Portes, with that 
quietne(fe,as they feemedrather Pilgrims then 
Souldicrs.

Godefroy oï Bouillon, Nephcw and heyre to 
the Duke oÎLorrayne, a générons Prince, bred 
in the WarresoftheEmpcrour Henry 4. was 
the firft that offeredvppehimfelfe to this Fa­
rtions voyage,and with him his two Brothers, 
Eußace, and Baudouin, by whofe examples, 
were drawne Hugh le Grand, Count de Ker- 
mendois, Brother to Phillip King of France.Jto- 
iwDuke of Normandy,Robert de Frifbnjdûïïe. 
of Flanders, Stephen E arl o f Blois and Chartres, 
’ Y 2 ^iimar
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Aimar Byihop off«y. William Biihoppe of 
Orange, Raimond Earle of 7holou[e : Baudouin 
Earle of/Painaat, Baudouin Earle ofRethel, and 
Garnier Earle of Gretz,Harpin Earle of Bourges, 
Tyźwr^Earleofczi ■> RambaudEarXe of Orange, 
Guiliaum Conte de Forefts, Stephen Conte de 
Aumaul, HughEarle of Saint Pol, RotronEarXc 
ofperiA^,anddiuers others . Thefewerefor 
Fraunce, Germany. and theCountreyes ad- 
ioyning. Italie had Bohemond Duke of Apu- 
ha 5 and England, Beauchampe, with others, 
whofe Names arc loft : Spaine onely hadde 
nonc,beingafflićtcdatthat time withtheSa- 
razens.

Moft ofall thefc Princes and grcat perfo- 
nages to furnifh them-felues for this expédi­
tion, folde,or ingaged their poflefsions. Gode­
froy fold the Dutchie ofBologne to Aubert Bi­
ihoppe ofLiege, and Metz to the Cittizens : 
befides hce folde the Caille of Sarteney, and 
Menfa to Richard By ihoppe ofVerdun, and vnto 
the famé Byihop, Baudouin,his Brother, fold 
theEarledome ofVerdun. Eußace likcwife.fold 
all his liuelyhood to the Church. Herpin Earle 
ofBourges, his Earledomcto Phillip Kingof 
Fraunce: and Robert morgaged his Dutchy of 
Normandie, the Earledomc of Maine, and all 
hec had, to his Brother King William of Eng­
land.

Whereby the Pope not onely wcakened 
the



the Empire, with whome the Church had, to 
the great afflićłion of Chriftendome, helde a 
long, and a bloody bufineife, aboutthein- 
ueftituresofByfhoppes; tooke away and la-' 
feebled his Partizans, abated, as ifby O/łre- 
cifme^ the power of any Prince that might op- 
pofehim, but alfo aduaneed the State Eccle-‘ 
fiafticall, by purchaiing thefe great Temporal­
tics, (more honourable for the fellcrs then the 
buyers) vnto a greatejr meanes then euer. For, 
by adaifing the vndertakers, feing their aćtion 
was for Christ ahd his Church, racher to 
make otier their Eftates vnto theCleargy, of 
whome they might againe rcdceme the famę, 
and be furę to haue the fayreft dealmg ; then 
vntoLay-men,hecffećted this work.VVhere- 
by, the third part of the beft Fiefs m Fraunce,' 
cametobepofleft by the Cleargy; andafter- ! 
ward vpon the fameoccafion, manie thinges ! 
more foldevnto them in England, efpeciaily 
when Richard ehe firft vndertooke the Voyage, 
whopaifedoucr diuers Mannors to Hugh By- 
ihop of Durham, and alfo for his mony created 
him Earle of Durham.

This humour was keptvp, and in motion 
aboue aoo.yearcs, notwithftanding all the dif- 
couragements, by the difficulciesin paffing, 
thedifaftcrs there, through contagion arifing 
from adifagreeingclime :and the multitudes 
ofindigent pcople, caft oftentimes into mife-

Y 3 table 

AoEmperor 
of Germanie, 
trto Kings of 
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' rabie wants. It confumed infinit treafure, and 
I moft of thc braueft men of al out Weit world, 

1 and efpccially France. For Germanie and 1 falte t 
thofewho were the Popes fncnds, and would 
haue gone, were ftayed at home by difpenfati- 
on to make good his partie againft the Empe­
reur, who notwithftandingftill ftrugled with 
him, but in the end, by this meanes the Pope 
preuayled. Butthefe werenotalltheeifcćies 
this voyage wrought : the Chriftians, who 
went out to feeke an enemy in Afia, brought 
one thence, to the danger of allChriflendom, 
and the loffe ofthe faireft part thereof.For this 
long keeping it in a Warre, that had manie in- 
termifsions with fits ofheatcs and coldnciTes, 
(as madę by a league, confifting of feueral na­
tions, émulons, and vnconcurrcnt in their 
courfes) taught fuch, as were ofan entyre bo- 
die, their weakneifes, and the way to conquer 
them. This was the great effeét this Voyage 
wrought.

And by this meanes king William heer was 
now rid of an elderBrother, and« a Competi- 
torhad the poifefsion of Normandie during 
his raigne, and a more abfolutcneíTc and irre- 
gulanty in England. W herc nowe, in making 
vp this great fumme topay Robert,he vfed all 
the cxtrcame meanes couíd be deuifed, as hee 
had donc in all like bufineffes before. Where- 

; by he incurred the hatred ofhis people in gene- 
J nerall, 



nerall,and efpecially ofthe Cleargie, being thc i 
firftKingwhich fhewedhisfucceffors an euill) 
precedent ofkeeping their liuings vacant, and 
receiuing the profites of them himfelfc, as hc ; 
didthatof Canterbury, foureyeares after thc 
death of Iizt/ňw^and had holden it longer,but 
that being dangeroufly ficke at Glocefter, the 
fixth ycare ofhis raigne, his Cleargie, in the! 
weaknefle ofhis bodle, tooke to worke vppon 
his minde, fo as he vowed, vppon his reconery 
tofceitfurnifhedjwhichhec did,but with fo 
great adoo,as fhewed chathauingefcaped the 
danger, he would willingly hauedeccyued the 
Saint. And an Italian borne, though 
bred in Normandy, is the end preferred to that 
Sea, But, what with his owne ftiffeneile,and . 
thc Kings ftanding on his regalitie, hee neuer I 
enioyedit quietly vnder him. For,betweens 
them two,begänne the firft conteftation about 
theinueftitures ofByfhops, Scother pnuiled- 
gesof theChurch,whichgauemuchto doo, 
to many ofhis fucceflors. Anfelme not yeel- 

j ding to the Kings will,forfook thc land,wher- 
uponhis Bylhoppricke was re-aiTumed, and 
the King held in his hands at one time, befides ! 
that of Canterburie, theByfhoppricks oftfw- 
chefler,Sarum\ andelcauen Abbcyes whereof 
hc tooke ail the profits.

Hevfuallyfoldealifpiritual preferments to 
thofe woulde giue molt, and tooke fines of

Priefts ■

L i b . 3. Of William the fécond.
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1 be antiquity

Pricfts for fornication, hee vexed Roberťůluet 
Byíhop of Lincolne, in fuite, tillhepaidchim ! 
5000. pounds.

And now the Clergie, vpon this taxe, com- 
plaining their wants, were anfwered,that they 
had Shrines of gold in their Churches, and for 
fo holy a worke, as this warre againft Infidcls, 
they ihould not fpare thcm.Hc alfo tooke mo- 
ny of le wes,to caufe fuch of them as were con- 
uerted, torcnounceChriftianity, asmaking 
more benefite by their vnbeleefe, then their 
conuerfion.Whercin hedifcouered the worft 
pecce ofhis Nature, irréligion.

Befides his great taxations laideon the Lai-
ot Infor mers. ty, hec fet Informers vpon them, andfor fmall

Thii Ranulph

tranfgrefsions made great penakies. Thefc 
were his courfes for raifing moneyes, wherein 
he fayled not öffn minifters to execute his wil

gaueathou* among whom waschcefc, Ranulph Byíhop of
, land pounds 
forhisBiíhop* Durham, whom hehadcorruptcd with other
pricke,# was Byfhoppcs to counterpoize the Cleargy,awe
the Kinges 
Chanccllour. the Lay ty, andcountenancc his proceedings.

All which mcanes,he exhaufted, cyther in his
buildings, which were the New Caftle vppon 
Ttnez the City of Ca: leil, Weftminiter Hal,and 
the Walles of the Tower ofLondon.or elfe in 
his prodigall guifts to ftrangers. Twice heap- 
peafed the king of France with moncy, and his 
profufion was fuch, as put him euermore into 
extreamewants.
__________________________ This



L i b- 3« PfWilliam tkfécond. 169

Thisone A&, which ihewesboth his vio­
lence and magnanimitie, romaines : As he was 
one day hunting, a MeiTenger cornes in all haft 
out of Normandie, and tels him how the Cittie 
of Mans was furprifed by Hely Conte de la Flef- 
che (who by his Wife pretended right therc- 
unto,and was ayded by Fougues ďAnglers, the 
ancient enemy of the Dukes of Normandy) and 
that the Caftle which helde out valiantlyfor 
him, was without prefent fuccour to be rcnde- 
rcd. Hc fends backe the Meifengers inftantlie, 
wils him to make all the fpeede hc could to lig­
nifie to his pcople in the Caftle5 that he would 
be therc within cight daies, if Fortune hindred 
him not . And fuddenly he askcs of his pcople 
about him, which wayJÍ4«í lay,anda Norman 
beingby,(hewed him : Prefently he tûmes his 
HorfetowardesthatCoaft, and in great haft 
rides on •. when fome aduifed him to ftay for 
fit prouvions, and pcople for his iourney, hee 
faid ; They who loue me will follow me. And 
comming to imbarke at Dar/moufb, the Ma.i- 
fter told him the weather was rough,and therc 

! was no pafling without eminent danger ; Tuih 
laid he, fet forward, I neuer yet heard of King 
that was drowned.

By breakeofday hearriued at Harfieu, fends 
for his Captaines, and men of warre to attend 
himall at Mans, whither hee came atthe day 
appointed. Con,c<& la Fl fche, hauing more 

j_____  Z right
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right then power, aftermany skirmilhes,was 
takcnbyaftratagem, andbrought prifoncr to 
Reuen-, whcre more inraged,then difmaid with 
his fortune, he 1er fali thefc words j that had he 

] not bin taken with a wile, hewouldchaueleft ! 
i the King but little Land on that fidethefea, & 

were hee againe at libertie, they fhould not fo 
cafily takc him. Which being reporred ; the 
King fent for him, fet him at liberty, gaue him 
afaircHorffe, badhira goehis way, anddoo 
his worft. Which a&e oucrcamc him more 
then his taking, and a quiet end was madę be- 
twecne them.

The King returnesinto England with great 
iollity, asctierbringing home better fortune 
out of Ai>rw4^,thcnfrom any his Northctne 
expéditions : Feaftes his Nobilitie with all 
Magnificence,in his new hall, lately finiíhcd at 
Weftminfter,wherewith hcfound much fault 
forbeingbtiilttoolittle 5 faying, kwas fitter 
forachamber, then a Hall for a King of Eng­
land, and takés aplottefor onefarre morefpa- 
cioustobe addedvntoit. Andin thisgaytie 
of State, whcnheehadgotaboueallhis bufi- 
nefies, betakeshim wholly to thepkafure oí 
peacc, and being Huntingwith his Brother 
Henrym the new Forreft, Walter Tercii, a Nor­
man, andhiskinfman, fhooting at a Deere, 
(whethcrmiftakmg bísmarko, or not, is vn- 
certaine) ftrake him to the hea-tt. And fo fel 

this
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this tierce King, in the 4 3.y care of his age. A 
Princcjwhofor the firft two ycars ofhis raign, 
whilft,held in,by the graue coťifel ofLanfranc, 
and his owne feares,bare himfelfe moft woor- 
thily,andhadbecne abfolutefor State, had he 
not after fought to be abfolut in power,which 
meeting with an exorbitant will, makes both 
Prince and peoplemiferablc.

Henry theFirft.
theyongeftfonne of

being gitien o 
fucceeded Will 
lern,and not li 
this.VVherfor 
ofthe Crown 
fed, leaftthe 
the holy wars

William the fit ft, beeing at 
<< hand, & borne in England, 
0 (which madę much for 

him) was ele&ed & crow- 
^Sned withinfoure daycs af- 

ter his Brothers deathj it 
ut, that Robert, whofliold haue 
tam , waschofenking oflerufa- 
ce to giue ouer that kingdom for 
e to fettle Henry in the poffeflion 
e, all expédition pofsible was v- 
report of Reherts returningfrom 
(beeing now in Apulia comming

home) mightbenoyfedabroadto ftaggcr the 
State, whichfeemed generally willing to ac- 
cept ofHenry.

Thefirft avions ofhis gouerncmcnt tcnded 
_ Z z alb
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all,to bare the people, and fugar their fubiećłi- 
on,as his predeceflor,vpon the 1 ike interpofiti- 
on haddone, but with more modération and 
aduiíedneíTe.- this beeing a Prince bettet rećti- 
fied in iudgement, and of a N attire more alay- ; 
ed, both by his fufferings, hauing fighed with 
othcr mcnvnder thehandof opprcfsion, that 
taught him patience, and alfo by hauing fome- 
whar of the ßooke, which got him opinion, & 
the Title ofäeauclarke.

Firft,to faftenthe Cleargy,hee furnifhes ! 
with fit men , all thofe Vacancics which his j 
Brother had kept empty, reeals Anfelme hörne 
to his Byfhoppricke of Canterbury, and rc- j 
ftores them to all whatfoeuerpriuiledges had 
bin infringed by his predccefibr. And for the 
Laity, hcenotonely plcafed them in their rc- 
lecuements, but in their pafsion,by punifhing 
the cheefc Mirúfters oftheir exaétions, which 
euermore eafes the fplcene of the people, glad 
to difcharge their Princes of the euilles doone 
them (knowing how they cannot worke with- 
out hands) and lay them on their Offices,who 
haue the a&iue power,wherc themfelucs haue 
butthepafsiue, and commonly turne as they 
are moued.

Rau'fe Byfhoppe Durham, chcefe Coun- 
fellor to the late King,a man rifen by fubtlctie,. 
andhisTonguefrom infimous condition, to 
the higheft employmcnts,was committed to a



L i b. 3. of Henrie the Firfl. J73

ftraightandloathfomeprifon, beeingframed 
to haue puthisMayftcr inroall thefe courfes 
ofexaction, and irregularities, and remaynes 
amongft the examples of perpetuall ignomi­
nie. AlldiiToluteperfonnesareexpelled the 
Court : the people eafed of iheir impofitions, 
and reftored to their lights in the night, which 
after theCouerfeu Bell wer forbidden them vp- 
on great penalty, fince the beginning ofWilli- 
amthefirft. Many othergoodorders for the 
gouernment of the kingdom are ordained, and 
befi.des to make him the more popular and bc- 
loued, he marches in the royal! bloodc of Eng­
land, taking to wife Matilde, daughter of Mar- 
gueret, late Qtieenc ofScots^ and Neece to Ed- 
gar Jtheling, defcended from Edmond Iron/ide. 
A Lady that brought wiih her the inheritance i 
ofgoodncfleihehadfromablefiedmother, & ' 
with much ado was won from ber Cloifter, & 
her vow to God,to difcend to the worlde, and 
be a wife to a King. i

Thus iłoode he cntrenched in the State of 
England, when his Brother Robert returning i 
from theholy warres, and receyued with great i 
applaufeinto hisDutchy of7Vtfrw4W4-'/e,fhakes 
thcgroundofallthisbufincff:: the fi: ił: yearc 
threatning, the fécond, arriuingwith a ftrong 
Anny at Portjmouth^ to recouer the Crowne, 
appertainingvntohim by thecourfe of right, 
hauing a mighty partie in England of the 
___  Z3 Norm An
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■ Norman Nobility ; who ey thermooued with 
Confcience or their difcontent (a fickeneíTc 
rifingoffelfe opinion, andouer expedtation) 
made any light occafion the motíue of rcuolt. 
The Armics on both fidcs meete, and are rea- 
die to encounter, when,for auoyding Chrifti- 
an bloud, a treatie of peace was moued, and in 
the end concluded with thefe articles: that fee- 
ing Henry wasbornefince hisfather was king 
ofEngland, which made him the eldeft founě 
of a King,though the lait ofa Duke, and nowe 
inuefted in the Crowne by the act of the king- 
dom,he fliould enioy the fame duringhis life, 
paying to Robert 3000. markcs,fw4»ww,and 
Robert furuiuing, to fucceed him : that all who 
had taken part wich Robert íhoulde haue their 
pardon.and receiue no détriment.

This bufineíTe thus fairely pafled ouer, Ro­
bert ofa générons and free Nature, ftaies and 
feafts with his Brother heere in England,from 
the beginning ofAuguft till Michaelmas, and 
then returnes into Normandy. When Henne, 
ridde of this feare, takés to a higher ftrayne of 
Regality, and now ftandes vppon his Preroga- 
tiue,for the inueftitures ofByíhops, andcol- 
lationof otherEcclefiafticalleftates, within 
his kingdome,oppugned by Anfelme, who re- 
fufcd to confecrate fuch as he preferred, alled- 
ging it to bee a violation o*f  the Sacred Rites 
and Ceremonies of the Church, lately De- 

creed 
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creed concerning this bufineffe : in fo much as 
the king difpatches anEmbaifageto Pope Paf 

; chtl, with déclaration of the right hcehadto 
fuch inueftitures, from his PredeceiTours, the 
Kinges of England, who euermore conferrcd 
the famę without interruption,til now of late.

yłnjelme followes after thcfe Ambaifadours, 
goes likewife to Áízw?,to make good the oppo- 
fition. The King banifhes himthe kingdome, 
and takcs into his handes the Byfhoppricke. 
The Popeftandes ftiflyto the power affumed 
by the Church, but in the end, feeing the King 
faft,ftrong, and lay too farre off out of his way 

1 to bee conftrained, and hauing much to doe at 
that time with the Emperour, and other Prin­
ces, about thefamębufineiTe, takesthe way of 
perfwafion to draw him to his will, folliciting 
him with kindLetters,ful ofproteftations, to ' 
further any defignes ofhis, that might concern i 
his State,if hewould defiftfroin thisprocee- 
ding’

The King preft with fomeother occalions, 
that held him in, and hauing purpofes of that 
Naturę, as by forbearaunce of the Church, 

; might be thebetter cffećted, confcnts- to fatif- 
fie thePopes will: and becomes an examplc 

| to other Princes, ofyeelding in this cafe.
I [ebne is re-called, after a yeares bannifhmenr, 
and the Ambafiadoiirs recurne with large ré­
munérations.

W hilft
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Whileft thefethinges werc managing at 
Rome., there burft ont hcre a flame, which con- 
fumed the parties that raifcdit, and brought 
che King more cafily tohisendes, then other- 
wifehecould euer haue expetfted. Robert de 
Bele/me^Eade of Shrewsbury, fonne to Roger de 
Mongomerie, a very fierce youtb, prefuming of 
his great eftate, and his friendes, fortifies his 
Caftlcs of Shrewsbtirie, Bridgenorth, Tickhtll, 
anà Arundel, withfomeother pecccs in Wales 
bclonging to him, and combines with the 
Welch, to oppofe againft the prefent State, 
out ofa defire to fet all in combuftion, for his 
owneends, thatwere altogether vnccrtaine, 
which put the King to much traucll St charge, 
but within thirty dayes, by employing great 
forces and terrors mixt with promifes.he feat- 
tered his complices, and tooke ail his Caftlcs, 
cxcept that ofArundell^ which rcndrcdvppon 
condition, that the Mayfter mightbc permit- 
ted to retire fafe into Normandie ; which the 
King cafily grantcd,feeingnow he was butthe 
bodyc of aftllynaked Créature, that hadloft 
both Feathers and winges. Andit madewell 
for the King, his going thither. For, from the 
loofing of his owne eftate in England , and 

. thereby aduancing the kings retiennes,hegoes 
to loofe Normandy alfo, and bring it to this 
Crowne. For, as foone as he came thither,hc 
fallens amity with one of like condition, and 

fortune
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fortune as himfeifc, an exiled man, whofe in- 
folencyhad likewife ilript him out of all his 
eftate in England, and much wafted that in 
Normandy, which was William Earlc of Mor- ; 
taigne, Sonne to Robert, hälfe Brother to king 
William i.Who being alfo Earle of Cornewal, ' 
made fute likewife,to haue that ofKe»/: which 
his vnckle Oaon lately held,but heilig denied ir, 
and alfo euićtedby lawe,ofcertaine otherpar- 
cels of Lande,which hee claimed,retyres with 
great indignation into Normandy, whcre not Í 
onely he affaults thc Kings Cailles, but alfo v- 
furpes vpon the State of Richard, the yong Earl 
ofehe(lernen the Kings ward.

Thefe twoEarles Combine themfelues, 
and with their Adhérentes committed many 
out-ragious aćtions, to the great fpoyle and 
difpleafure ofthe Countrey, whercof,though 
they complained to Duke Robert, they founde 
little remedy. For,he being now grown poore 
by his our-lauifhing humour, began it fecmcs, 
to be little refpedlcd : or eis falne from adtion, 
and thofe greatneíTes his expeélaiion had flie- 
wed him,was (as commonly great mindes 
daiht with illfortuncs are) falne likewife in 
fpirit,and giuen ouer to his eafc. Whereupon 
the pcople of Normandy make their exclama­
tions to thc King of England, who fends for 
his Brother Robert, reprehendes him for thc 
fufferaunccof thefe diforders 5 aduifes him to j

A a aćk '
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ad the part of a Prince, and not aMonke : and 
in conclufion,whitherby détention of his pcn- 
fion,ordrawinghim, being of a facile nature, 
tofomea&ofielcafîngit, fends him home fo 
much difcontentcd, ashce ioynes withthcfe 
mutinons Earles, and by theirinftigation,was 
fet into that flame, as hee rayfcd all his vtinoft 
forces to be reuengcd on his brother.

Th:King,touchcd in Confcience with the 
fowlenefle of a fraternal war, which the world 
would take(hebeing the mighticr)to proceed 
out of his defignes -, ftoode doubtfull what to 
do,whenPope Pa/chall> by his Lettcrs (writ- 
ten with that éloquence, fayeth Malmesburie^ 
whercin he was quicke) perfwaded him, that 
heerein he ihould not make a ciuli Warre,but 
doo aNoblcandmemorablcbencfite vnto his 
Country. VVheteby (paydeforremitting the ' 
Inueftitures) hehelde himfelfe countenanced 
in this bufineife. Whcreon, now hee fets with 
morę alacrity and refolution. And after many 
difficulties, and loffe ofdiuers worthy men, in 
a mighty bat tell, neer the Caftle of Tencchbray, 
his enemies with much ado, were all defeated. 
Whereby England wonne Normandy, and 
on the famę day, by Computation, wherein 
forty yeares before, Normandy ouer-came 
England, fuch are the turninges in affayres of i 
men.

And hcere R»bert3 who ûood in a faire pof-
‘fibility I 
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tenance,heefoldeorcngaged, and was vpon 
paiïing rheCitty ofXMJKvnto the Cittizcns, 
which made him held vnht for the goucrmcnt, 
andgaue occafion tohis Brother to quarrell 
withhim.

And

fibilityoftwo Crownes,came tobe depriucd 
of his Diitchy, and all he hadbrought prifoner 
intoEngland,and committed to the Caille of 
Cardiffe. W here,to addc to his mifery, hc had 
the misfortune of a long life,furuiuing after he 
loft himfelfe;i6. yeares, whereof the moft part 
he faw notjhaumghis cyes put our,whereby he 
was onely left to his thoughts, apunnifliment 
barbaroüily inflidted on him, for atempting an 
cfcape.

Hc was a Prince, that gaue out to the world, 
very few notes ofhis ill, but many of his No- 
blcneifeandvalour, efpecially innis great voy­
age, wherein he had the fécond command,and 
was in eledtion to haue been the firft preferred 
to the Crown otlerujalem^ and miffed it hard- 
ly .Onely thedifobedienceinhisyouthihewed 
to his Father ( which yet mighr proceede from 
aroughhandborneouerhim, and the anima­
tion ofothers,rather thenhis owne Nature) 
fet a ftayne vpon him : and then,his profufion, 
(which fomewoulde haueliberality) fhewed 
his impotency, and put him into thofe cour- 
fes that ouerthrew him. All the Rcuennues
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And thus came Henry freed from rhis fearc5 ł 
and abfoluteDukeofŇormandy : had many 
yearesofquyet, gathered great Treafure, and 
entertaincd good intelligence with the neigh- 
bour Princes, scotland^y his Match, and doo- 
ing their Princes good, heehcldefrom doing 
himhurte-, clearing them from vfurpations . 
W aies, thoughvndcr his Title, yet not fub- 
iećtion, gauč him fome exercife of aćtion ; 
whichheorderedwith great wifedome. Firft 
he planted within the body ofthat Ccuntrey, 
aColonie oiFlemings, whoat that time much 
peftred this kingdome : bceing admitted heere 
in theraigne of king ff/Z/raw 1. marrying their 
Country woman, and vfmg their helpe in the 
aćtion of England, where they dayly enerea- 
fcd,in fuch fort,as gaue great difpleafure to the 
people. But by this meanes,both that grie- 
uance was cafed, and the vfe of them madę 
profitable co the State.-for beeing fo great a 
number, & a ftrong people, they madę roomc 
for themfelues,and heldc it in that fort,as they 

j kept the Welch, all about them, in verie good 
awe. Befides, the King cooke for oftiget the 
cheefe mens Ions ofthe Country, and hecreby 
quietedit. ForFranceheftood fecure, folong 
as Phillip the firft liued, who,wholly giueno- 
uer to his eaiè and Luxury , was not for other 
attempts,out of that courfe : but hisfonnehe 
was tolookevnto, whenfoeuerhe cameto 

that
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thatCrownc. /
With the Earle ofFlaunders he had fome de­

batě, but it was onely in words,and vppon this 
occafion. King William the firft, in retributi- 

! on of the good his Facher in lawe, Buldouin the 
i fifthaddoone, byayding himin the aćłionof 
England,gaue him ycarely three hundred mar- 
kes,and likewife continued it to his fonne after 

| him.NoWj^íwí Earle of Fiatinders, ofa col- 
; laterallline,returningempty from theholye 
wart es, and finding this fum paide ont of Eng- 

! land to his prcdeceífors,demaunds the farně of 
Kingí/eW7Ír3ashisdue;who noteafie to part 
with nioney, fends him word; thatiewas not 
theeuftome ofthekings ofEngland to pay tri­
bute: Ifthey gaue pendons they were tempo- 
rary, and accordingto defert. Which anfwere 
fomuch difplealed the Earle , that chough 
hirafelfelitiednottofhewhishatered, >et his 
Sonne did, and aydedafterward William, the 

' fonne ofRobert Cu toyí,in his attempts,for re- 
coucry of the durchy of Normandy king
Henne.

Thusftood this king in the dril part ofhis 
raigne:in theother, hee hadmore todoo a- 
broad then at home, where hee had by hisex­
cellent wifedome fo fetled the gouernment, as 
itheld aftcadycourfe without interruption, 
all his time. But now Lews le Gros^ fuccceding 
his Ether Phillip ehe firft.gaue him warning to

A a 3 looke
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I looke to his State o? Hor mandy : and fot that j 
hc would not attend a quarrell, he makes one ; 
taking occafion about the Citty of Gifors, fci- 
tuateon theRiucr E/re,in the confines ofAfar- 
wW/ZjWhilft Lsuys was trauayled with a ftub- 
botne Nobility, prefuming vppon their Fran- 
chifes, within their owne Signories, whereof 
therc werc many, at that time, about Paris, as 
the ContesoíCrecy,Pijsaux,Dammartin^Cham- 
paigne^nÁ others,who by example,and émula­
tion, would bec abfolutc Lords, without awe 
ofaMayfter, putting them-felues vuder the 
proteftionoí7fc«/7, who beingneereto aífiíl 
them, foftred thofc humors, which in ficke bo- 
dies moít íhew themfclues. But after Louysjoy 
ycares gatheringftrength,diíTolued thatcom- 
paél, and madc his meanes the more, by their 
confifcations.

Nowto entertaine thefetwo great Princes 
in worke, the quarrell betweenc the Pope and 
the Emperour, minifired freíh occafion. The 
EmperorZfew/^thefiftjhauing (by the Popes 
inftigation)banded againfthis Fathcr, Henris 
thefourth, who aíTociated him in theEmpire, 
& held him prifoner in that diftreíre5as he died, 
toucht afterwardes withrcmorfe of this aéte, 
and reproach ofthe State,for abandoning the 
rightesoftheEmpyre, leauicsfixty thoufand 
foote,and thirty thoufand horfe.for Italy, con- 
ftraines the Pope and his Coledge to acknow- 

__ _________ _ _______ ledgc
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ledge the rights ofthe Empyre, inthat forme 
as Leo ehe fourth, had donc to Otho the fécond, 

1 and before that, Adri in to chirlemùgn;
ding to theDccree ofthe Counfell of Rome, 
Scmadehim take hisOath of fidelitybetween 
his handí, as to thetrue andlawfu1! Emperor. 
The Pope, fo foone as Henry was departed 
hoine,affemblesa Counfell, nullifies this ac- 
knowledgcment, as doně by force,and fhortly 
after deceafed. The Empereur, to make him- 
fclfc theftrongeragainfthis fucceflors, enters 
into aliance with the King of En gland ,takcs to 
wifehis daughter A/4«^,beingbut fiue ycares 
ofage. Afterthis ,Cd//x;ffonneoftheConte 
deBurgogne, comming to be Pope, and beeing 
French (vnto their grcat applaufe) aífembles a 
Counfell at Leimes ; whére, by Écclcfiafticall 
fcntence,ZZ?w7 the fift is declared enemy ofthe 
Church, anddegradedofhis Imperiál! Digni­
ty. The King of England, feeing this Coun- 
fcli was held in France,and compofed checícly 
ofthe Galicane Church, defirous to ouer-mai- 
íler Louys^ incenfes his fonne in law the Empe- 

I rour (ftungwith thisdifgrace) to fet vponhim 
j (as the Popes chcefe piller) on onefide, andhe 
! would aiTaylc him on the other. The Emperor 
, cafily wrought to fuch a bufi ’>effe, préparés 
I all his bell forces : the King cf England doota 
i thcltke.
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iming fo impctuoufly vpponhim, wroughtfo 
with the Princes of Germany they3weighing 

i the future mifchiefe of a warre,vndertakcn in a 
. heate, with the importaunce ofa kind Neigh- 
bour-hood, aduife the Emperour noc to enter 
thereinto, till hee had fignifyed to the King of 

j France,the caufes ofhis difcontent.
W hereupon an Embaifage is difpatchcd ; 

the King of France aunfweres, that he grieued 
much to fee the two greateft Pillers of the 
Church, thusfhaken with thefe difícntions3 
whereby mightbeefeared, the whole frame 
wouldbe ruincd: that hee was friend to them 
both,andwouldgladly bee an inter-dealcr for 
concorde, rather thentocarry woodtoafire 
too herce already, which hee defired to extin- 
guifln, for tbe good and cpiyet of Chriften- 
dome.

This Embaffage wrought fo,' as it difarmed 
the Emperour, glad to haue Louys a mediator 
of the accord bet weene the Pope and him : to 
thegreat difpleafure of theKingofEngland, 
who expečted greater matters to haue rifen by 
this bufincfTe. The accorde is concluded at 
Hermes,to the Popes aduantage, towhomthe 
Emperor yeelds vp the right ofinueftitures of 
Byflioppcs andother Bénéfices. But this was 
onely to appeafe,not cure the malady.

TheKingofEnglanddifappointed thus of 
theEmperours afsiftancc,proccedes notwith- 

________________________ _ __________  ftanding
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ftandingin his intentions againft Louys*  And 
! feeing he fayled of outward forces, he fets vp a 
party in his Kingdome, to confronthim : ay- 
ding Theobald, Conte de champagne, with fo 
great power, as hec ftood to do him much dif- 
pleafure: befides,hcobtained aftrong fide in 
that Kingdome, by his aliances : for Stephen, 
Earle of s/«J,bad married his Sifter Adela, to 
whom this TheobaldwM neere inblood, and 
had won Foulte, Earle of Anton (an important 
neighbour,and euer an enemy to Normandy) 
to be his,by matching his fonne William to his 
Daughter.

Louys on thc other fide, failes not to praftife 
all meancs to vnder- woorke Hennes eftate in 
Normandy, and combines with William, Earle 
of Flanders, forthe reftoringof William, the 
fonne of Robert curtoys, to whom the fame ap- 
pertainedby right of inheritance : and had the 
fairer fhew of his Aćtions, by taking holde on 
the fide oflufticc.

Great and many were the confli&s between 
thefctwo Princes, with the expenceof much 
blood and charge. But in the end, beeing both 
tyred,a peace was concluded by the médiation 
of the Earle of Aniou. And William, Sonne to 
King Henry,àïà homage to Louys for the Dut- 
chy of Normandy : And William, the Sonne of 
Robert Curtoys, is left to himfelfc, and defiftes 
from his claime.

 Bb Vpon
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Qjie«ne Miiid 
liucd not to i 
fee this dilaftct

XwXeg ïi.

Vponthc faire cloze of all thcfe troubles, 
therc followed prcfently an accident, which j 
fcafoned it with chat fowreneflcof grecfe, as 
oucrcame all the ioy of the fucceffe. William 
tbe young Prince, the only hopc of all the Nor- ' 
www race,at 17. yearcs of age, rerurninginto | 
England in a Ship by himfclte, accompanycd 
with Richard his bafe Brother,//ar^jCounteffc 
of Perch3 their fifter, Richard, Éarle of Cheftcr,, 
with his wife the Kings Neece,and many othcr 
perfonagesof honour, and their Attendants, 
tothenumberof i^o.befidcs 50. Martinets, 
fcttingoutfromífar^TF, wcreallcaft awayat 
Sca. The Prince had rccouered a Cockc-boat, 
and in poffibility to haue bcene faued, had noc 
the compaflion of his Sifters cries drawne him 
backe to the finking Ship to take hcr in,and pe- 
rifh with his company.

Whichfuddaine clap of Godsiudgemcnt, 
commingina calmeof glory, when allthcfc 
buftlingsfecmcdpaftouer, mightmake acon- 
fcience fhriok with terror, to fec oppreffion & 
fupplantationrepaydewith the exiinétion of 
that, forwhichfo muchhad bcene wrought, 
and the line mafeuline of bjormandyexpyred 
in the third heire, as if to begin the fate laid on 
ail the future fuccefsion, whercin neuer, but 
once, the third in a right difeent, cnioyed the 
Crownc wichout fupplantation or extinôion, 
to the great affliâion of thcKingdomc and 

himfclfe
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himfelfc, to leaue his other yfliie fubicćt co thc 
likc ouer-turninges ; which may teach Princes 
to obferuc thc waycs of righteoufncflc, & let 
men alone wich thcir rightcs,and God wich his 
prpuidence.

But m hope to repayre this Ipfle, King Hen­
ry within filie months after,married Adalicia, a 
beautifull yong Lady,daughter to thc Duke of 
Louaine,and of thc houfe of Loraine, but neuer 
had yfliie by her,nor long reft from his troblcs 
abroad. For this rent at home, crackt all che 
chaîne of his courfcs inFraunce. Normandie it 
fclfe became wauering, and many adhered to 
William thc Nephew .• his great confcderats are 
moft regayned to thc king of Frauncc j F »ulke, 
Earle of yiwi*,quarrels  for his daughters dow- 
cr : Robert de Mettent Jais chicfefriend and coun- 
■fellour, a man of great imploy ment, feil from 
him,confpircd with Earle oíMonfortýmá
wrought him gfeat trouble.

But fuch was his diligence and working fpi- 
rit, chat heefoone madę whole ail thofe rup­

tures againe. The twoEarles himfelfc furpri- 
zcs,and Aniou, dcath : which beeing fo impor- 

; tantaNeighbour,as we may fec, by matching 
! a Prince of England there, thc king faftcns vp- 
j-onitwith another aliance, and difcendes to 
marry his Daughter, (and nowe onely childc, 

I which bad bin wifc to an Empcror,ana defit ed 
by the Princes of Lumbardy and Loraine'} to thc 

' B b 2 now
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now Earlc Geffrty plantagenet, the Sonne of 
Fotilke.

TheKing of Fr4»í¥to fortifie bis oppofiti- 
on3entertaines William the Ncphew, whcre 
now ail the danger lay : and aydes him in per- 
fon with great powcr to obtaine the Earlc- 
dome offL»i&rr,whereunto he had a faire Ti­
tle, by thedefajhnce of yffueof thelatěEarle 
Baldouin, (laine in a battaile in France agamft 
King Henry. But William, as ifheire alfo of his 
Fathers fortunes, admitted to theEarledome, 
mifcarried in thc rule, was depriued,andilaine 
in battailc 5 andin him all of Robert Ctirtoycpcx- 
riflied.

And now the whole care ofKing Henry,was 
the fetling of the fucceflionvppon Ataude (of 
whomheliucdto ieetwo Sonnes borne) for 
whichhceconuokes aParliament in England, 
whereinanoathisminiftred totheLordes of 
this land,tobe true toher and her heires, and 
acknowlcdge them as the right Inhcrirouis of 
the Crowne. This oath was Erfttakenby Da­
niel, King of Scots, vncklc to Mauoe, and by F/<?- 
phen, Earle oÎBollogne, and Mort aine, Nephew 
to theKing, on whomhc badbeftowed great 
poifeifions in England, and aduanced his Bro­
ther to theBiflropricke of Winchefier. And to 
make all the more fait, this oath was aferward 
miniftred againe at l^orthampton in another 
Parliament.

So
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Sothatnowall feemes fafe and quiet, but 

his ownc fleepes, which are faid to haue beenc 
very tumultuous, and full of affrighunents, 
wherein hee would often rife, také his Sword, 
and bee in Ad, as if bce defcnded himfelfe a- 
gamft aiTaults of his pcrfon, which ihewed all 
was not well within.

His gouernmcnt in peace,was fuch as rankes 
hira in the lift amongeft our Kinges of the fay- 
reft marke ; holding the Kingdome fo well or- 
dred,as during all his raigne, which was long, 
he had euer theleaft to doe athome. At the 
firftjthecompetition wich his Brother, after, 
the careto eftablilhhis fucceflion, heldehim 
in,toobferucallthebeftcourfcs, that might 
makefor the good and quiet of the State; ha- 
uing an efpeciall regarde to the due admi- 
niftration of Iuftice,that no corruption or op- 
prcííion might difeaie his peoplc, whereby 
thinges were carried with that reuennues5bc- 
tweene the Great men and the Commons, as 
gauc allfatisfa&ion . He made diuers pro- 
grcíLsintorcmote partes of theLand, tofee 
how the State was ordered. Andfor that pur- 
pofe, whenfoeuer he was in England., hekept 
no certaine rcndçpce, but folemnized the

His gouem- 
mem io peace.

7'he esufe cf 
Regreßes.

Ti
* The beginniag i

And for that he would not wreft any thing efPftflemects ■
by 1Bbj

great feftiuals in feuerall, and far diftant places ■ 
of the Kingdome, that all might pcrcake of : 
him.
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Ihcfiift Pm* jy an impcriall pow'er from thc Kingdomc ,
iiitncnt M Sa- 
liibury, Anno (which might breedc Vlcersofdangcrousna-
Rxg.if. ture) heetooke acourfe coobtainetheirfrče 

confents to fcruc his occafions, in their gene­
ral AíTemblies ofthe threc Eftates ofthe land, 
which hec firft, and often conuoked : & which 
haddc, from his time, thc Nameof Parla­
ment, accordingto themanner of Norman­
die,and other States,whcrc Princes kecp with- 
in their Circlcs to thc good of theyr peopie, 
their owne glorie, andfecuritic of their pofte- 
rity.

Hiirrformn- 
tion»,

He was a Prince that lyucd formally him- 
fclfc, and rcpreífcd thofe exccffes in hisfub- 
iečtes which thofe cimes cntcrtayncd, as the 
wcaringoflonghayre, which thoughit wcrc 
a gaity ofno charge, like thofe fumptuous bra- 
ueries,thatwaftekingdomes in peace, yetfor 
the vndeccncy thereof,hee reformedit, and all 
other diffolutencíTe.

: Hi«meancíto His great bufinefíes, andhiswantcstaught 
him frugality, andwaryncífe of cxpcnce, and 
bis warres being feldome inuafiue, and fo not 
getting, put him often tovfe harde couríes 
for his fupplyments oftrcafure. To wards thc 
marriageofhis daughterwith theEmpcrour, 
and thecharge of his Warre, hec obtayncd 
(asit mightfecme at his firft Parlament at 
iifbítfy,') AnnoReg. i5.three íhillingcs vppon 
euery hide-land, but hee had no more in all his

ra>íe monie«.

■L._________________________ laigne,
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. raigne,cxcept one fupplyfor his warresaftcr- 
; ward in France.

He kept Byfhoppricks and Abbaics voyd in 
hishandcs,as rhacofCáaterforj^fiueyeares to- 
gether.
ßy an Aâ of ParlementâtLondon. AnnoReg, 

' jo. hehad permifsion toptiniili marriagc, and 
incontinency of priefls,who for fines notwith- 
ftanding, hc fuffered to enioy their Wines,but 
therebyhe diiplcafcd thc Clcargy, anddifap*  
point cd that reformation.

Punnifhments, whichwere mutilation of 
: member, he madc pccuniary. And by rcafon 
of his often and long bceing in Normandy, 
thofe ptouifions föchis houfe, which were 
vfcdtobcepaidc in kinde, wererated tocer- 

i taine priées and receiued in Mony,by the con- 
fent of thc State, and to thc great content of ; 
thcfubicćf; who by reafon that many dwclling ! 
faroffthroughoutallfhircs of England, were ' 
much molefted with fatisfying the famę othcr- i 
wifc. Hcrcfumcd theliberticsofhuntingin■ ! 
his Forcfts.whičh tookevp much faire ground 
of the kingdome and befides,renuing former 

i penaltics, made an Edićt, that ifany man in his 
• owne priuate Woods killed thc Kings Deere, 
íhould forfeit his W oods to the King. Bat hcc 
permitted thcm.inclofure fór Parkes, which 
vnder him icemes to haue their originall, by 
theexamplc of that of his at IVoodßokenná after 

their
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Hi» Councel- 
lors.

their multitude grew to be a difeaze.
His expences werc cheefely in his Warres, 

and his many and great fortifications in Mr- 
mtncly. His buildings were the Abbay ofRea- 
dingßht Mannorof Woodßoke, and the great 
inclofure about that Parke.

The moft eminent Men of his Counfell, 
were, Roger Byfhop of Sarum, and the Earle 
of Mellent, both Men of great experience in 
the affaires of the World. Roger was euer as 
Viceroy, had the whole mannagementof the 
Kingdome in his abfence, which was fomc- 
titnes three or foureyeares together. Hee 
had managed the Kinges Monyes, and other 
affayres of his Houfe, when hee was apoore 
Prince, and a priuate man ; whereby he gained 
an efpeciall truft with him euer after, anddif- 
chargedhis part withgrcatpollicy andvnder- 
ftanding ; had the Tide of Jußiciarius totitts 
Anglia. Of whofe magnificence and fpaci- 
ous minde, wec haue more memorials leftin 
notes of Stone,thenofanyoneMan, Prince, 
or other oi his Kingdome. The ruines yet re- 
mayning of his ftately ftrućtures, efpecially 
thatof the Deuifes mtfikfbirey (hewesvsthe 
Carkaffe of a moft Æ0/«d«-like Fabricke. Be- 
fîdes, heebuiltthe Caftles of Malmsburie and 
Shirburne, two ftrong and fumptuous peeces : 
newwalledand repayred the Caille of Saliß- 
bury*  but all thefe hee liued to fee rcnt from 

him,



L i b. 3. Of King Stephen. ipp

bim,and fcazcd into the next Kings handes, as 
beingthinges dooneout his part, andlyc now 
deformcd heapcs of rubble . But the good- 
lyc Church of Salisbury, a W orkę appertay- 
ningtohisfunćłion, rcmaynesas of another 
Fate.

2to£<?r/E arie ofM client, was the fon of Ro­
ger Beaumont -, who of all the great men, which 
fbllowed William thefirftinhisciutll wars of 
Normandy, refufcd to attend him in his expé­
dition for England, thogh with large promifes 
inuited thereunto Jaying: The inheritance left 
him by his predcceflors,wasfufficicnt tomain- 
taine his eftate at home ; and hee dcfircd not to 
thruft himfelfe into othcr mens poifefsions a- 
broad. But his fonne Robert was of another 
minde, and had a mighty eftate both in Eng­
land and Normandy. W as a man of great di- 
rećtion in Counfel,and euer vfed in al the wai- 
ty affayres of the State. His parfimony both in 
apparrcll and dyet, was of fuch example being 
a manofeminent note, as didmuchgoodto 
the kingdome in thofe day es. But in the end he 
feilinto difgrace, the fate of Court and emi- 
nency, oppofed agatnft the King, and dyed be­
reit ofhis eftate.

Befidcs thefe, thisKing was ferued vvith a 
potent and martial! Nobility, whom his fpirit 
ledde to affeét thofe great defignes of his in 
Fraunce, for thcprefcruation of his State in 
 Ce Nor- ]
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Hisperfonagc

Normandy. VVhether in two and thirty yeare 
of his raigne, hee makes his laft voyage to dye 
there, and in his paffage thether, happened an 
exceeding great Ecclips ofthe Sunne , which 
was taken to fore-fignifie hisdeath, forthatic 
followedíhortly afierin the thirty fiue yeare 
ofhis raigne.

Hee was of agracefull perfonage, quicke- 
cyed, browne haire (a different complexion 
fromhis Brothers) andof aclofe compaćted 
temperament, wherin dwelt a mind of a more 
folidconftitution, with better ordered affec­
tions. He had (in his y ou th) fome taft of lear- 
ning jbutonely, asiftofethis ftomacke, nor 
to ouer-charge it therewith . But this put 
many of his fubieétes into the faíhion of the 
Booke, anddiuers Learnedmen flouriíhedin 
his time.

Stephen,
HE Line Mafculine of the 
Norman extinét, and oneliea 
Daughter left, andfhe married 
to a French-man : Sí^/WjEarle 
ofBologne and Martaigne^ fonne 
of Stephen, Earle of biais, and 

of Adela Daughter to William the firft,was not- 
withftandipg the former oathtaken for MW, 

elećled
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elećted by the State,andinucfted in the crown 
of England, within thirty daies after thedeath 
of Henry. Vpon what reafons of Councell, wc 
mtift gather out of the circumftances of the 
courfes held in that time.

Some imagine, the ftaterefufcd Maude, for 
not being then the euftome of any other king- 
dome Chriftian(whofc Kinges are annointed) 
to admit women to inherite the Crowne 5 and 
therefore they might pretend tobefreedfrom 
their Oath, as being vnlawfull. But Roger,By. 
fhop of Salisbury, oneof the principall Men 
thenin Counfell, yecldcd another reafonfor 
the difcharge ot his Oath, which w as,that fce- 
ing the late King hadmarryed his Daughter 
outof the Realnie, and withoutthe confcnt 
thereofjthey might lawfully refufe her. And fo 
was Stephen, hauing no Title at all, by meere 
clećtion,aduanced to the Crowne. For ifhe 
ihouldclaime any right in the Succeflion, as 
being the Sonne of Adela, then muft Theobald, 
Earleof Blois, his elder Brother, haue beene 
preferredbetöre him : and Henry EitzEmpreffe 
(if th<y refufed the Mother) was neerer in 
blood to the right Stem,then eyther. But they 
had other reafons that ruled that time. Stephen 
was a man, and of great pofíeíTions, both in 
England and France,had one brother,Earle of 
Blois, a Prince ofgreat eftate : another, Bitliop 
oiWtnchejier (the Popes Legat in England, of

C c 2 power
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power eminent) was popular for his affability, 
goodly perfonage and aćiiueneiTe.-andthere- 
fore acceptable to theNobility, who, at that 
time,werc altogetherguided by the Cleargy, 
andthey,by the working of theByfhoppeof 
Iłfachefler, induced to make choycc of him, 
hauing an opinion, that by preferring one, 
whofe Title was leaft, would make his obliga­
tion the more to them,and fc they might ftand 
better fecurcd of their liberties, then vnder 
flieh a one, as might prefume of an hæredi- 
tary fucceilion. And to be the more furę there. 
ofjbefore his admittance to the Crowne, hec 
takes a priuateoath before the By ihop of C un­
ter bury, to confirme the auncient Liberties of 
the Church, and had his Brother to vndertake 
betwixt God and him, for the performance 
thereof.

Butbeingnow in poffefsion of the King- 
dome, and all the rrcafure his vnekle had in ma­
ny yeares gathered, which amountedto one 
hundred thoufand poundes of exqu.fi te Siluer, 
befides plate and iewels, of incftimable value, 
after the funerals performed at af-
femblcs a ParliamentatOx/ör^,wherein here- 
ftored to the Cleargy all their former liberties, 
andfreedthe Laytiefrom their tributes,exa- 
ćłions, or whatfoeuer greeuances oppreft. 
them , confirming the famę by his Charter, 
which fąitbfully to obferuc, hee tooke a pub- 

___________  - _________ lique 

exqu.fi
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lique oath before ail the Aflembly : where like-| 
wife the Biihoppes fwore fcaltie vnto him,but 
with this condition -fo long as hce obferued 
the tenor of this oath.

And uow as one that was to make good che 
hold he had gotten, with power and hisfword 
préparés for all aííaults, whichbe was Ture to 
haue corne vpon him. And firft graunts Li­
cence, to all that wouldjto build Caftles vpon 
their owne Landes, thereby to fortifie the 
Reaime, and breake the force of any otier- 
running inuafion,that íhould maifter the field- 
VVhich infetled tiraes might be ofgood effcót, 
butina fcafon of diftraótion, and partakings 
very dangerous.

And being to fubfift by friends, he makes all 
bee could, créâtes new Lordes, giues to many 
great pofíefsions, 8c hauing a füll purífc fpares ; 
for no coft to buy loue and fidelity : a purchacc 
very vncertaine, when theremay beeother 
conueyanccs made of more llrength to carrie j 
it.

Two wayeshee was tolooke for blowes: 
from Scotland on oncfide, and Fraunceon the 
other : Scotland wanted no inftigators : Damd 
their King, moouedbothwiih Nature and his 
Oath to his Neece , turneshead vpon him.- 
Stephen was prefently there with the íhew of 
aftrong Armie, and appeafed him with the 
guift of Cumberland, and his Sonne Henry,

C c 3 Prince
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Prince ofScotland withtheEarledom oífíun- 
ttugdon-, thelaft tookean Oathof fealty vnto 
him, which the Fatherrefufed as hauing firft 
fworne to Maud, vvhereinhe fatisfied not the 
King, who returningfrom this voyage found 
fome defcdlion of his Nobility, which pre- 
fently put him into another aćiion,thatinter- 
tayned him f »metime. After which, he falles 
dangeroutiy ficke, infomuch ashee was noy- 
fedto bcedead, by which fickneffc, heeloft 
morethenhishealth : Forhis Friends, putin 
daunger thereby, caft to fetke another party 
tobearetheravp; itwakened^wA», andfets 
him on to furprize certain peeccs in Norman­
dy, to préparé for the recouery of his Wines 
right : and made all this Kingdome wauer. 
Thus washis*firftyeare  fpent, which fhewed 
howe the reft of eightcene would prooue, 
whcrein we are to haue no othcr reprefentati- 
ons, but of reuoltes, befiedging of Caftles, 
furprizinges, rccouerings, loofings againe, 
with great fpoyles, and deftrućlion ; in breefe, 
a moft miferable face of a diftraćted State,that 
canyeeldvs no other notes ofinftruction,but 
fuch as are generali in all timesof likedifpofi- 
tion : and therefore heercin wemay the better 
forbearethe rehearfall of many particulars, 
being all vnder one head of aćtion,and like na­
ture.

The King hauing recouered, would make 
the 



L i b. 3. Ofking Stephen. 233

the Worldeknow he wasaliue, andprefcntly i 
paffes with forces into Normandie, ouercame | 
theEarle ot Anion in battayle : after, makes 
peace with him, andvpon renouncing of che 
claimeof MWe^couenants to ginę them fine 
thoufand Markes,per annum ; hee entertaynes 
amity with King Louys che feauenth, and caufes 
his Sonne Euflace todoo him homagefor the ■ 
Durchy ofNormandy, wherein hee was inne- 
fted: befidesjto content his elder brotherT^- 
obald, Earle of ß/w,hee giues him a penfion of j 
two thoufand markes, and foreturnes agayne | 
into England, to war againft Scotland, which, 
in this meane time, madę incurfions on the 
Kingdome ; where, whilft he was he 1 d bufie in 
wotke,Ä^fri Earle of Glocefter,bafe fonne to 
Henry thefirft, a mano! high Spirite, great di- 
reótion, and indefatigablc induftry (anefpeci- 
all aćłor thatperfourmed the greateftparr, m ■ 
thefe timcs, for his fifter Maifd*)  had furprized 
the Caftle oÍBriflow, ii procured confédérales 
tomakegood otherpeecesabroade in diuers 
parts ; as William Talbot, the Cáf le of Hereford-, \ 
Paynel che Caftle of Ludlow -, Louel that of Cary -, 
Mounedit Caftle of D un flor-, Robert de Fflchol, 
that ofWarham, Euflace Fit z-lohn that of Wal­
ten, & William Fita-Allan the Caftle of Shrews­
bury.

Sí^íTjleaues thcprofecution ofthe Scor- 
tiih warres to Thurflan Ârch byfhop of Torke, 

' whom 1 
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, whom hc madę his Lieutenant, and furniihcd 
| with many valiant Leaders, as Walter Earle of 
Albemarie, William peuerel cSNottingham 5 
Walter and Gtlber'- Lacics. Himfclfe brauely at- 
tended,bends al his power to repreiïe the con- 

I fpitators,whichhedidin onc expédition, rc- 
' couers all thefe Cailles ( by reafon of their di- 
flances, not able to fuccour one another ) and 
draue the Earle ofGloccftcr home to his filier 
into Aniou.

No leife fucceffe hadde his forces in the 
North,againft the Scots,whom in a great bat- 
tayle they difcomfited, and put them to flight, 
which greatFortunes meeting togethcr, in 
one yeare, brought foorth occafion of bad, in 
that followingjibr nowe prefuming more of 
himfelfe, hcefell vpponthoferockes that rent 
all his greatneife. Hee calles a Councell at 
Oxford, where occafionwas giuen to fet him 
out with the Clergie, thathadonely put him 
into the State. The Byfhops vpon the permif- 
fion of building Cailles, fo outwent the Lords 
in magnificence,ilrength,and numberof their 
erećtions,andefpecially the Byfhoppcof Sa­
lisbury, that their greatneife was much malig- 
ned by them, putting the King in heade , that 

i all thefe great Cailles,efpecially of Salisbury, 
the KieSiShirburne^Aalmeshuiy^ and Newmarke, 
were onely to entertaine the partie of Maude3 
wbereupon the King, whofe fears were apt to 

take
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takc fire,fends for the Biihop 0ÇSalisbury 
fufpećtcd) to Oxford. The Byihop,as it fore- 
fceingthemifchecfecomming to him, would 
gladly haue put off this iourney,and excufcd it 
by the debility of his age , but it woulde not 
ferne his turne : thether hee comes, where his 
feruants, about the taking vp oflodgings.qua- 
tell with the Semants of theEarle oí^>nttaine, 
andfrom Wördes, fall to blowes, fo that in 
thebickering,oneofthcmwasflaine, and the 
Nephewof theEarle dangerouíly wounded * 
Whereupon, the King fendes for his Byfhop, 
to fatisfie his Court, forthcbreachof peace 
ma.de by his feruants. The fatisfaćłion requi- 
red, was the yeelding vp thekeyesof his Ca­
illes, as plepges ofbis fealty, but that becing 
ítoodvpon,the Byíhop with hisNephew A- 
lexander Byíhop of Lincolne reftrained of
their liberty, and íhortly after fent as prifoners 
to the Caille of the Deuifes, whether the By­
fhop of £/e7,anothcr ofhis Nephcwes,had re­
ty red himfelfcbcfo re. The King feazes into 
his handes his Caftles ot Salisbury, Shyrburne, 
Malmesbury, and after three dayesaíTault, the 
Deaijes was likewife rendercd,bcfides he tooke 
all his treaíure,which amounted to forty thou- 
fand markes.

This adion, beeingof an extraordinarie 
ftrayne, gaue much occafton of rumor : fomc 
fayde, TheKinghaddonnetvellin fenung vp^on

ma.de
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I thefe Caßleißt beingvnfii-yindagainfl the Canon*  
ofthe.Ćhurch, that they who were menof Reli­
gion and peacc, fljpuldrayfe Eortreffes for IVarre , 
and in thatfort as tnight beepreiudicial againfi. the 
king. •

Againftrhis,was the Byffioppe ofWinche- 
cheller,thc popes Legat,taking ratherthe part 
ofhis funćhoojthenthat of aBrother.faying ; ' 
Thatifthe By (hops hadtranfgreßed^ it w as not the 
king (but the Cannons that muß iudgeif: that they 
ought not to be depriued oftheirpoßeßlonsyyithout 
a publique EccleßaßicalCounfel-. thatthe kinghad 
not done it out oft he zeale oflußice^ butfor his own 
bene fit * taking away that which had beene built vp- 
on the Lands, and by the charge of the Cburch, to 
put itinto the handet ofLay-menp litt le ajfeéïed to 
religion. And thereforc, to the end the powcr 
ofehe Cannons might be exainined3 he apoin- 
ted a Counfcl to becalled ac Winchefter,whi- 
ther theKingis ftimmoned . and chither repair 
moft of all the ßiihops of the Kingdom,where 
firft is reąde the Commiflionof the Legatine 
power,granted by Pope Innocent to the bifhop 
of Winchester, who there openly vrgesthe 
indignation offredto the Church , bytheim- 
prifoning of thefe Byfhops, An acł moß heinoas 
andfhamefullfor the hing that in thepeace ofhis 
Court yhrough the inßigation ofeuil miniflersyvold 
thus laybandes vponfuch rnen^ andfpoyle them of 
their eßates, which tvas a violence againß G0D<

And 
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And that f?eing the King wouldyeelde te no admo­
nitions Joe had at length called this counfell3 where 
theywereto confultwhatwasto beedone'. that for 
his part } neyther the loue ofthe King, thogh his bro- 
ther, nor the loffe ofhis liuing3 or danger ofhislife, 
Jhould make himfayle in the exeeution ofwhatthey 
(houlddecree*

The King flandingvppon his caufe, fendes 
certayne Earles to this Counfell, toknow 
why he was called thither : anfwere was madę 
by the Legate, 7hatthe king, toho wasffubietf 
vnto the F aith of Chriß3 ought not to take it ill, 
ifby the Minißers ofChriß, hee was called to make 
Jatisfačíien3beingconffcious offuch an off ente, as 
that age had not knowne : that is wasfor tim es of 
the Gentiles3for Byfhopstobe imprifonned, andde- 
priued oftheir poffefsions, and therefore theyfhould 
teilthe King his Brother}thatif he 'uvouidvouch- 
fàfetoyeeldeconfenttotheCounfell, it fbeulde bee 
fach, bythehelpeof G OD , as neyther the Ro­
til aine Churc h, the Court oft he King ofFrauncc, 
nor the Earle Theobald, Brother tothemboth (a 
man both wiße and religious) fheulde, in reafon dif 
like it tthat the Kingffoulde doo aduifedly3 to ren- 
der the reafon of his a£f3 and wnder-goe a Cannoni. 
tollludgement '.thathee ought indutie to fauour 
the Church, into whoffe boffome beeing taken3 hee 
was aduancedto theCrowne without any mihtarie 
hand.

W ith which aunfwere the Earles departed, 
D d a atten-
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attendcd with Alberte de Ker., a manexercifed 
in thc Law,and hauing related tbe fame,arc rc- 
turnedwitb the Kings relye, which Alberic vt- 
tcrs, andvrgesthe (maries byjhep Roger hadde 
done vntotbe King : how bee feldome came to bií 
Court ‘.tbat bis men, prefumingvppon bis power s 
bad offered violence to tbe Nephew and feruaunts, 
oftheEarleof Brittaine, and to the feruaunts of 
Herui de Lyons , a manof tbat Nobilitte and 
jhortnejfe, as would neuer veuchfafe to come vpon 
any requejl to tbe late King 9 and yet for the loue 
ofthiss was defirous to fee England : where, to 
haue tbis violence offered was an iniurie vnto tbe 
King, and dijhonour totbeRealme, tbat the Byjhop 
rflÄncotneffor the auncient hatred which he bare 
to the Earle ofßmuine, was the Authour of his 
mens fédition : tbat the Byßoppe of Salisbury fe­
er etly fauoured the Kinges enemies -, anddtdbut 
fubtlely temporise, as the King hadfound by diuers 
circumßances ; efpecially, when Roger de Morti- 
mer, fent with the Kingsforces, in tbegreat daun- 
^ero/ Briftow, he wouldnot lodge bim oneNight 
in Malmesbury : thattt was in euery mans mouth). 
us foone as the Empreffe came, He and his nephewes 
wouldrender their Caßles vnto bim . Tbat hee was 
arrefied) not as e Byjhop., but a feruant to the King, 
and onethatadminißred bis procurations, andre- I 
ceiued his monyes» That tbe King tookenot bis Ca­
ßles by violence,but the byjhop voluntarily rendred 
tbem, to auoydethe calumnteof their tumult,rai- 

ftd 
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Jed in his Court : ifthe kingfoundfome mony in Lis 
Caftles, he might lawfullyjeaze on it,in regard that

; Roger hadcodetfedit, outoftherenennewesofthe 
! king his v nekle andpředete flor' : and the By/hdppe 
wiîlingh yeeldedvp thefarně, aswelas his Caftles, 
throughfeare of his offenses-, and of thts,wanted not 
rvitneffes ofthe kings, whopart defired that the so- 
uenants,made betweene him and the byfhop, might 
remaine ratified.

Againft this,Byíhop Roger oppofes: That 
heervas neuer feruant to the king, norreceyued his 
montes ; and withal, added threatninges, as 4 man, 
not y et broken, though bentwith his fort unes : that 
ifheefound not iufticefor his -wronges in that Coun- 
Jell, hee would bring it to the heartng of a great er 
Court.

! The Legat, mildly, as heedidother things, 
fayde : That alrvhatwasfpoke» againft the bifhops, 
oughtfirft to be examined in the Etcleßaftical coun- 

\ feil, whetherthey toeretrueorno,btfore/entente 
\ fhould haue beenegiuen againft them, contrarie to 
the Cannons : and thertfore, the king [houlde, M 
it is lawfuli in iudiciall trialles, revefi the hyfhoppes 
in their former eftates, otherwife, by the Larve oj 
Nations, beeing dijjai/ed,they ftall not holde their 
Plea.

After much debate the Kings caufc vyas> vp- 
on a motion, put off till the nexte day, to the 
endthe Arch-byihop of Rome,an efpecial In- 
fttinnentfor the King, might beetherc -, who

D d 3 deli-1  
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í dcliucring his opinion, fayd : That ifthe By/hops 
could right ly prouc by the canons, thcy ought to baue 

\caßles, theyfhould holde them-, but if they coulde 
not,itproceededefgreat improbit te to firtue to doo 

■ otherwife. And bee it,fayd he, their right to haue 
' them, y et in afufpecłed time3accordtng to tbe man- 
! ner ofother Nattons, al great men ought to deliuer 
\ thekeye softheir Portreffes, to beat the kingspiea- 
fure, w ho is to fight for the peace opali. But it is not

1 their right, by the decree ofthe Canons, to haue Ca~
î files ; andif, by the Princes indulgence, it be toliera- 
ted,yettnatimeofnecefsity, they ought to deliuer 
tbekeyes.

Thé Lawyer Alberic addes : That it was fig- 
nifiedvntotheKing,how theByfhoppes threatned, 
& had alreadyfurnifbedfome to goto Rome agatnjł 
him. But,faydehe,the King would haue y ou knowe, 
that nonę ofyouprefume to doo itifor, ifanie goe 
out ofEngland-, contr ary to his will, and the dignity 
of the kingdomejt wil be bard returning.

In conclufion, theCounfellbrake vppe,no- 
thing was done. The Byihops dürft not ex- 
communicat the King,without the Popes pri- 
uitie : and beiidesathey faw the fwords too bu­
fie about them •• yet failed not the Legat & the 
Arch-byihop to profecute their parts, & from 
authority feil to Prayer,and at the Kings fèete, 

! in his chamber, befiughthim, that hewouldpitty 
theChurchspittiehis owne foule, and his Parne, 
nottofuffer diffention to bee betweene the King-

Í dome
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dome and the Prieft-hoode. The King returncd 
them faire wordes, but held what-heehad got- 

! ten.
« Shorrly after, through greefe dyed the By- 
fhopof Salisbury, and (according to thefate 
ofouer eminent and greedy Officers ) vnpitti- 

! ed. Hewasaman,inhislattertime,notcdof 
much corruption, and vnfatiable defire of ha- 
uing.For whom the prefent King in the begin- 
ning ofhis raigne,had doone very much, ma- 

’ king one ofhis Ncphewes Chancellor, the o- 
ther Treafurerj andvpon his iiite,gauc tohim- 
felfe the Boroughoi Malmesbury, infomuch, as 
the King would fay to his familiars about him: 
pfthis manio il begge thusßif Iwillgiue him hälfe 
the kingdome but Iwillpleafe him : andfirß fall 
hee bee vteary of crauing} ere lof graunting. Ani 
furę the King hadde great reafon to fufpećt his 
adhering to Maud, whofe part hee begänne to

I fauour : onely, out ofthe hatred hee bare vnto 
Winchefter, whoyęt was content to forfakc ■ 

; his own Brother, in regard,by his ingagement 
hec was preferred to the Crowne, rather then

; to’loofe his good will,and the rett of the Cler- 
gie.

But yet tins breaklngof the King into the 
Chtirch,. whichhadmadchim, vtterly diffol- 

' tred him. For prefently heereupon, al his po- 
wer feil affunder; the EmprciTe found nowe a 
way open to let her in, and the Earle of Glace-



21 2 Theraigne Lib. 3.

i (ber, prefuming of a í ure fidc,conduá:ed her in- 
to England, oncly with one hundrcd and fifty 
men, puts her into the Caftle of Arnndell, and 
himfelfe,attendedbutwithtweluehorfe, paf- . 
fedawayclearethroughall the Countrey, to 
Brißow, and from thcncejto Gloceßer, where he 
had leyfure, without oppofition,to raifc al the 
Countrey, to také part with the Empres, who 
from Ar unie liCaftle, was afterwardes by the 
Legate himfelf,and the Kings permifsion,con- 
ueyed to Brifiow, rcceyucd with all obedience, 
grew daily in ftrength,ias íhee went and came, 
atlength to her Brother (who had taken infíe- 
reford, made himfelfftrong with the Welíh, 8c 
fetled thofe parts ) to gather vppc more of the 
kingdome by íhewing her fclfe and her power 
indiuers places.

Stephen, hauingno parteleere, byreafon 
theCaftles, vppon which hee fpent both his 
timeandmcancs, lay fothicke blockcs in his 
way, as he could not make that ípcede to ftop 
this ftreamc,as otherwife hewould,holding it 
not fafe to goe forward, and leauc dangers be-
hinde, that might ouer-take him . Andfirft,

■

he layes fiedge vnto the Caftle of Wallingford, 
which Brian, Sonne to the Earle of Gloceflcr, 
heldeagainft him : then, to the Caftle of Bri- 
ßow, and other places,working much, but ef- 
fećłinglittlc : which feeing, togettime, and 
ftagger the fwift proceedinges of this new re-

_____________ ■______________ ceiucd
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ceiued Princefie, hce caufes a treatie of peace 
! to bec propounded at Brth, whcrc the Legate, 
(who likewife earneftly follicited the fanie) 
with the Arch-bifhop of Canterbury, wereap- 

j poynted Commiflioners for the King; and 
j the Earle of Glocefterfor the Emprefle; but 
nothing was effećted, bothremrne to make 
good their fides. The Emprefle feekes to r-e- 
couer more, theKing what hee hadloft . And 
leaft theNorth parts inight fallfromhim. and 
the King of Scottcs come on,dhe repayreś thd- 
therward : and finding the Caftle of Lincolne 
poifeft by Ralfe Earle of Chef er, who had mař- 
riedaDaughter oftheEarle ofGlocefter, and 
holding it not fafe to be in the handes of fuch a 
Maifter, in fuch a timc, feekes to také it in by 
force. The Earle of Chefter, who field New- 
trall, attcmpting nothing againftthe King, 
tookeitill,andftoodevponhis defence ; but 
beingouer-laydby power, conueyeshimfelfe 
out ofthe Caftle,leaues his Brother and Wife 
within, to défend it, and procures ayde of his 
Father in law, the Earl of Gloceßer, to fuccour 
him. , :

The Earle takes in hand this bufinefle, iets 
out cÁGlocefter with an Army cfiWot/hmen, and 
others, attended with Hngh Btgod, and Robert 
de Morley, ioynes with the Earle of Chefter, 
marches to Lincolne, where, in thebattaile, 
Kingďre^w was taken, carricd prifoner to 

__ E e Glocefler^
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Gloceßer, prefcnted to the Emprefle,and by hir 
fent to be kept in the caille of Brijłow Joui in all 
honorable fafhion, tillhis attemptsto efcapc, 
laydfetters onhim.

Heercupon,the Erapreffe (as the topof hcr 
fortune) labours the Legate to be admittedto 
the Kmgdom, as the Daughter of the late king, 
to whom the realme had tak. n an Oath to ac- 
cept for loueraigne in thefuccefíion,& wroghc 
io.as a parle was apointed for this purpofe, on 
the Plaine neere to Winchefter, where, in.a 
bluftring fad day, hke the fate of the bufincíTe, 
they met, and theEmprefTefwore, and madę 
affidation to the Legat, that allthe great bufi- 
neffcs,and efpecially the donation of Byfhop- 
prickes and Abbies,(hould be at his difpofing , 
ifhe (with the Church) woulde receiuc hcr as 
Qtieene of England,and hołd perpetuall fideli- 
ty vnto her.The famę Oath and affidation took 
likewife her Brother Robert Earle of Gloceftcr, 
ž>Í4»hisfonnCjMarqueiTe of Wallingforde; 
Miles of Glocefter(after earl of Hereford) with 
many others for her.Nor did the Byfhop fticke 
to accept hcr as Queen (though fhc neuer cam 
to be fo) and with fome fewe other, madęlike­
wife affidation for his part, that fo long as fhee 
infringed not her couenant, he wold alfo hołd 
his fidelity to her.

The next day fhe was receiued with folemn 
proceflion into the Byfhops Chureh oxlVin- 

I______________  cheßer^



Lib.?. OfKing Stephen.

chefter, theByfhoppe leadingher on the right 
hand, and 5wwi/,Byfhop of Saint TJauids, on 
theleft. There wereprefent many other By- 
íhopsj as Alexander Byfhop of Lincolne, & 2^’- 
gel Bifhop of£/y (the ncphews of Roger, lately 
imprifoncd) Robert Bifhop oÏBath, and Robert 
Bifhop of Worcefter,with many Abbots.

Within a few dayes after, came Theobalde, 
Archbifhop ofCanterbury,to the Empreife, in- 
uited by the Legat ; but deferred to doe fealtie 
vnto her, as holding it vnwoorthy his perfon, 
and place, without hauing conferrcd firft with 
the King. And thercfore,heewith many Prc- 
lates, and fome-of the Laity, by permiffion ob- 
tained, went to the King to Brifow.Thz Coun- 
fell Brakes vp : the Empreife keepes her Eafter 
at Oxford, being her ownc towne.Shortly vp- 
pon Eafter a Councell of the Cleargie is a- 
gaine called to Winchefter,wherethe firft day 
the Legate hadfecret Conferencewith cuerie 
Byihop apart,and then with euery Abbot,and 
other which were called to the Councell : the 
next day he makes a pubhcke fpeech, Shevttng 
hovt the caufe oftheir Ajjembly, was, to confult 
for the peace oftheir Countrey, in great daunger of 
utterruine. Repeatesthefourißtngrdigne ofhis 
Tncle •, the peace,vtealth, andhenour of the king- 
dorne in his ttme : and hovte that renowned king, 
manyyeares be fore his death, hadrtcetued anOath 

' both tf/Englandaw^NormandiCj/ör thefuccef- 
Ee 2 ßon
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fion ofhis Daughter Mande and ber Jjfue . But, 
faide he, after bis deceafe, bis Daughter beeing 
théninNormandie, makingdelay to corne mte 
England, where (for that it feemed long to ex- 
pect'j order was to bee taken for the peace of the 
Countrey}and my Brother was permit ted to raigne. 
And altbotegh IinterpojedmyJ elfe aJurety between 
GÔD and hirn, that hefbould honour and ex ait the 
holychurchykeepe, and or daine good Lawes ; Y et, 
how he hatbbehauedhimfelfc mthe kingdome , it 
greeuesme toremember, and 1 ama/bamed tore- 
peate> And tben recounts hee ailthe Kinges courir 
feswiththe Byfhops, and alibis ether mijgouerne- 
ments.

And tken, fayde he^euery mans knowes I ought 
to loue my montai Brother, but much more the caufe 
■ofmy tmmortall Father : andtherefore feetng GOD 
hath floewed his iudgment on my Brother, and (uffe- 
red him3 without my knowledge, tofal into the h and 
of Power : that the kingdome may not mifctrrie for 
want ofa Rulery 1 haue catiedyou ail hit herby the 
poweř ofmy Legation. T efierdayjhe caufe was mo- 
uedinfecret, tothe greatcfl part of the Cleargie , 
towhom the right appert aine s to eleiï and or daine 
a Prince. And therefore^after hauinginuoked, as 
itis meete, the Dtuine ayde, weeeledlfor Queene 
of^Ln^nà, the Daughter of thepeacefulf glori- 
ous, rich3 good, andin ourtime the incowparea- 

! ble Kmg, andto her weepromif e our Faith and allé­
geance. ,

W hen
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When alljwho were prefent,either modeft-1 
ly gaue their voyce, or by their filence contra- 
dićtędit,the Legate addes : The Londoners, 
who are, in re/pečtof thegreatneffe oftheir Cittie, 
as amongthe optimacie of England, wee haue by 
sur Meffengers fummoned, and Itruß they will not 
ßay beyondthisday-, to morrowe, weewill expecl 
them.

The Londoners came, werebrought into 
the Councell, ihewed, Howthey werejentfrom 
the Coinmunaltie ^/London, not to bring conten­
tion, but Frayer, that the King their Lord might be 
freedfrom Captiuitie, and the fame did all the Ba­
rones (receyuedwithintheir Libert les') earneßly be- 
Jeechofmy Lord Legate, andalthecleargie there 
prefent.

The Legat aniweres thematlarge,andlof- 
tily,accordmgtohisfpeechthedaybefore, & 
added, That the Londoners, who were beide in 
that degree in England, ought not totake theirpar- ; 
tes,who hadforfaken their lord in the war, by who/e ' 
Councellthe chtirch hadde beene dfhonoured , and \ 

\ whofauouredthe Londoners but for their owne .
I gaine: -

Then ftandes there vp a Chaplayne vnto Í 
: QüceneMaude, wife to Stephen, and deliuers i 
' a Letter to theLegat,whichhcfilently reade, 
; and then faide alowde, That it was not làwfull in 
\ the ajfembly of fo manie reuerende and Religtous \ 
perfons, the famefhould be publickely read, contay-

Ec'j ning \  
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i ning matter reprehenftble. The Chaplayn not to 
fay le in his meiTage,boldly reads thc letter him 
felfc, which was to this effećł : Thatthe ^ueene 
earneftly entreats allthe cleargie there ajsembled, 
and námely the By [hop ofW inchc ftcr, the Brother 
ofher Lordy o reftore him vnto the kingdomjvhom 
wicked menywhtch teere alfo hisJubiecłs^ beidepn- 

foner.
, To this the Legate anfweres, as to the Lon­

doners 3 andihortly aftcr,the Councell brake 
vp', wherein many of the Kingcspart were ex- 
communicated, námely,IVtÛtam Martell,an ef- 
peciall man about the King,who had much dif- 
pleafed the Legate.

Heerupon a great part of£»gZ4»^willinglie 
accepted of Maudÿw whofe bufineiTes her bro- 
ther Robert employés all his diligence and beft 
care,reformingluftice, reftoriogthelawcsof 
England, promiiingrelieumcnts,and whatfo- 
eucr might be to win the people,the Legat fc- 
conding all his courfes.

ButnoWjfheebeingatthe point of obtay- 
ningthe wholcKingdomejall came fodaine- 
ly dafht by the praćtife of the Londoners, who 
adhering to the other fidc, begänne openly to 
inueigh againft her, who,in fomething,what- 
foeueritwerc, had difpleafcd them, and they 
hadde plotted to furprize her in theyr Cittie, 
whereof fhee hauing notice , íecietly with- 
drawing ber iclfc,accompanied with her vnkle 

Daaid
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Diuid Kšngoíscottes fwho was corne to viiîte 
her) and her Brother Rtbert^ntv Oxforde, a 
place of more fecurity. The Legate himfelfe 
takcs, or makes an occafion tobeflackcin her 
caufe, vpon hcr denying him a fute for hisNe- 
phew Eußace^ the fonne oistephen^ abour the 

' inhcritaunceofhis EarledomeofJ/í>rř4;j»í in 
Normandie. Befides, the Queene régnant, 
watchfull ouer ail opportunitie,found meanes 
to parle with the Legate , fettes vppbn him 
withherteares, intreatie, promifcs, andaffu- 
rances for the Kings reformation ; in fo much, 
as fhe recaüed him to the affections of nature, 
brought him about againe to abfolue fuch of 
theKingespart,as heehadlately excommuni- 
cated.

The Earle ofGlocefter, feeing this fuddain 
and ftraunge relaps oftheiraffayres, ftriues by 
ail meanes to hold vp Opinion, and re-quicken 
the Legats difpofition, which to keepefound, 
wasali. HcbringsthcEmpreiTcco Winche- 
fter, fettles her, and her guarde, in the Caille, 
where fhee défîtes to fpeake with the Legate , 
who fît ít délayés,then déniés to corne.
Whereupon they call their beft frends about

rhem. Queene Aiauf and the Lordes cncom- •

paffe the Towne, and eut offall Viétuall frem 
theEmprtffe, fothatin theend, the Earle of 
Glocefter, wrought meanes to haue hcr con- 
ueyedfrom thenceto theFzw, but himfelf was 

taken
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í taken, and in him moft of her.
' This fcts the frdes both euen again into the 
Liftes oftheir triall : thetwo prifoners are to 
redeeme each other. The difproportion ofthe 
qu alit y betwcene thcm, íhewed yet there was 
an eucnnefle of power,and the Earle wold not 
confent to the Kinges deltuery (who onely in 
that was to haue the precedence ) but vppon 
moft fecure cautions. The Archbyfhoppc of 
Canterbury, and the Legate,vndertook to yeild 
themfelues prifoners for him,ifthcKingrelca- 
fed him not, accordingto his promife but that 
would not ferne the turne,till they both hadde 
written thcir Brecfes to the Pope, tointimate 
the courfe that was taken hecrein, and deliue- 

! red the fame vnto him, vnder their handcs and 
. feales. So that, if the Kingftaould, as he might 
not care, to holde the Byíhops in prifon : yet 
the Pope, if harde meafíirewereoffredjmight 
releeue him. Whichíhewestheaduantage 
of crédité in thebufincfíe,lay on this fidc, and 
the King was to haue his Fetters, though at li­
berty.

TheQueene,andEuftaceher Sonne, the 
Prince,vpon the enlargementofStephen, re- 
maine pledges in the Caftle of Briftaw, till the 
Earle was relcafedjwhich was doně vpon the 
Kings comming to Winchefter. Where, the 
Earle in familiär confercr.ee, was by al art poí- 
íible, folicited to forfakc the partie of Maudei 

with 
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with proinifeofallprefermeuts ofhonourand i 
eftateibut nothing could mouchim,being fixt 
to his courles,and racher would he hauebeene 
Content to remayne a perpetuall Prifoner, 
then that Stephen fhould haue beenereleafcd, 
had not hisfiflerwrought hilft rothis conćlu- 
fion.

The Legate, afterthis, calles a Councellat ; 
London, w.here the Popes Letters , written 
vntohim,areopenlyreade,which argue him, 
(but mildely) offome neglcćł of his Brothers 
relcäfing,andexhort him to vfeal meanes Ec- 
clefiafticall, and Secular, to fet him at liber- 
tic.

The King himfelfe came into the Councell, 
comp\aines3How his fubietfes, ter ivhomheehad 
neuer denyed lußicefad taken him, andrtproach- 
fully afflicledhim enen to á^A.The Legate with | 
great éloquence laboures toexcufe his ownc 
courfes, alledging 5 How he receiuednot the Em- 
preffe by hiswil, but nece/sity : thatprejently vpon 
the Kings ouerthrowyehtlfl the f.ordes wereeyther , 
/W, or (łood infu/penceyattending the euent.flse & ; 

t htrpeople turne thundering to the vpolsof XA’mche- 
ftzïtandtbatiWhitpiiff (oeuer hee hidmeide voilh 
her for the right oftt e Churchjhe obsiin.'tly brike 
a!1 j befides, he was ctrtainly tnformed^ that fhe and 
htrs hadplotted, bcth açainfi hts dignitie^ andlife : 
BatGodtnhismercie^ contrarie toher defire^ had

1 turned the bufinejjejo, as hee ejcaped 1 he daunger,
. pf and • 
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and bis Brother was dehuered out efbandes, And 
t bere fore hee3 from the part <?/ God3 and the pope , 
willcd them with all their vtmofl power, toayde tbe 
King^ annointed by the confent ofthe People,and tbe 
Se a Apoftolique, and to excommunteate all the die 
fturbers efthe peace thatfauoured the CounteJJe of 
Aniou.

There was in the Counccll a Lay Agent for 
the Emprefíe, who openly charged the Legat, 
Tkát in ref peci ef the paith hee had giuen theEm- 
preffe, to paffe no acte there, preiudiciall to her Ho- 
nour : hauing fworne vnto her neuer to aide his bro- 
ther with aboue twenty Souldiersjhat hercomming 
into England, was vpon hisoften Leiters fent z>n- 
te her : and his caufe it was,that the king was tak en 
andheldprijoner. This,and much more fayd the 
agent wich great aufterity ofwords,wherwith 
the Legate fcemed not to be motied at all, nor 
wotild ftoope to reply.

Both parts thus fet at Libertie, werclcft to 
worke for themíclues, holding the State bro- 
ken betweene them j and no means madc to in- 
terpofe any barre to keep them aíTunder.Their 
borders lay euery where, and then the ingage- 
mentsof their partakers, who Jooke all to be 
fauers, or to reconer their ftakes, when they 
werc loft(which makes them neuer gine ouer) 
entertainethecontention. Butthebeft was, 
they were rather troubles., then warres,& coft 
more labour then blood . Euery onefought

with
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wich Bucklers,and feldome came to the fharpe 
in the field, which would foon haue ended the 
bufinefie.

Sonie few monethes after thefe charge­
ments, ftood bo th fides at fome reft,but not y- 
dle,caftinghowtocompafl*e  theirends. The 
EmpreíTe at theřfoj with her counfel,refolues 
to fend oiier her Brother into Normandie, to 
folicite her husband the Earlc of^»w«,to com 
toaydeher, with forces from thence . Her 
Brother, the better to fecure her in his abfence 
fettles her in the CaftleofOxford, wellfurni- 
fhedfor allaffaultes : andtakes with him the 
fonnes ofthe efpeciall men about her,as plcd- 
ges to hołd them to theirfidelity. Stephaniccks 
to ftop the Earles pafiage, but coulde not, and 
then laies fiegc to the Caftle of Oxford,which 
hcldehim allthe timetheEarle was abroad. 
Geffrey^tXcoíJniou, defirous rather to haue 
Normandie, whereof, in this meanetime, he 
hadattayned the moft part, and in poflibilitie 
of the reft, then to aduenture for England, 
which lay in daunger, refufed to eonie in per- 
fon, but fends fome fmallayde, and his eldeft 
fonne He.vrj'jbcing then but eleauen. yeares pf 
age, that hee might looke vppon England,and 
befhewedtothepeople, to trie if that would 
moouc them to a' confidcration of his right : 
which prooued of more effcćt then an Ar­
mie.

E e 2 The
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The Earle o^Gloceßer fafely returning,makes 
towards Oxford to relieue the Emprcfle, who 
hadfecretly conucyed her felfe difguifed out 
atapofterne gare, onelywith foure perfons, 
got ouer the Thames, paíTed a foote to Avivg- 
ton, and from thence conuayed to Wallingford, 
wherc her Brother &. fon met her, to hir morę 
comfort after hard diftrcfles.

Stephen feeinghis enemy thus fupplicd^and 
like to grow, labours to win friendes, but Mo­
ney failes,which madę diuers ofhis Lords,and 
efpecially his Mercinaries, wherof hc had ma­
ny out ofFlanders, to fali to thcrifling of Ab- 
beyes,which was ofdangerous confequence; 
And for Armies there was no meanes 5 only a- 
bout Caftles,with fmall powers,lay al the bu- 
flnefle ofthefe times, and they bcing fo many, 
wcre to fmal effcćt,but only held them doing, 
which was for many yeares.

The Earle of Glocefter, the cheefc piller of 
the Emprcfle, within two yeares after his laft 
commingoutofNormandicdycd, and fhort- 

I ly after, Miles Earle ofHereford, an efpeciall 
I man ofhcrs, which had vttcrly quafht her, but 
tbatinflcadof a Brother Atehadafonne grcw 
vp to be ofmore eftimation with the Nobility 
and íhortly after ofablencfle to vndergoe the 
trauels ofwarre . His firft expédition at fixe- 
teenc yeares ofage was Northward,to com­
bine him with Dauid King of Scottes his great

Vnckle, 
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Vnckle,to whome his Mother haddc giuen the 
Country ofNorthumberland. After him fol- 
lowes Stephen with an Army to Yorke,left hc 
fhould furprizcthat City,and to intercept him 
in his returne : but according to his viual män­
ner,and French-like, after the firft heate of his 
vndertakings,which were quicke and braue,he 
quayles: nothitig was effećted,and both return 
withoutyrcountring.

Nowtoaduaunce the State andmeanesof 
Henry , Fortune, as if in loue with youngPrin- 
ces, prefentsthis occafion.£í«jjthďfeauenth, 
KingofFrauncegoingin perfon to the holyc 
Warres, and taking with him his wife Elenor^ 
the onely daughter and hcirc of William Duke 
ofGw/>#, grew into fuch an odious conceipt of 
her, vponthenoticeofhcrlafciuious behaui- 
our in thofc parts, as the firft worke hee dooth 
vpon his comming,backe he répudiâtes, and 
turnes hcr home with all her great dowrie, ra- 
ther content to loofe the mightie cftate fhec 
brought then to liue with her.

With this great Ładie marches Henrie, be- 
fore he was twentie yeares of age(beeing now 
Duke of Normandie, his Father deceafed,who 
had rccouered it from him) and had by her the 
poileifion of all thofe large and rieh Countries 
appertainingto the DutchyofC/w«, befides, 
the Earledome cf poictu.

Whereupon Louys enraged to fee him inlar-
J— ged ......-1
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gcd by this great acceífion of Stare, who was 
ibnccre, andlike tobeeio daungerous and e- ! 
minent a Neighbour, combines with Stephen 
andaydes Eujiace his Sonne, with maynepo- 
wer, for therecouerieof Normandy, wherc- 
in he was firft poifeft. But this young Prince, 
furniihed now with all this powerfull meanes, * 
leanes the mannagement of the affayres of 
England to his Fricndcs, défendes Norman-; 
die, wroughtfo, as the King ofFraunce did ' 
himlittlehurt;and Eußace his Competitor, 
rcturned home into England, where ihonlye 
after he dyed, about eighteeneyearsof his age, 
borne neuer to fee out of the calamitics of 
Warre, and was buriedat Feuerfham with his 
Mother, who deceafedalittle befoic, and had 
no other ioy nor glorie of a Crownc,but what 
we fee.

Stechen,whilft Duke Henry was in Norman­
die ^^o\\ç.ïs\\\-\2xhzcQ\\\à^ and at length be- 
fieges Wallingford-, which fecmes in theiè times 
to haue bin a peece of great importance, & im- 
pregnablc, and reduced the Défendants to that 
extreamity, as they fentvnto Duke Henry for 
fuccour, who prefently thereupon,inthc mids 
of Wintenariues in England with rhreethou- 
fandfoot.and one hundred forty horfe : where 
firft to drawtheKingfrom Wallingford, hec 
layes fiedge toMalmesbury, and had moft ofall 
the great men in the weft,and from other parts 

_ ___________________________ comming
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1 comming in vnto him. Stephennow refolud to 
• putitto thetriallofaday, brings thither al the 
I power hecould make3andfar ouer-went his e- 
nemy in number ; but flouds and dormes in an 
vnfeafon^blc winter3kept the armies from en- 
countring,tiU the Biihops doubtfull of the fuc- 
ccffe, Sč feeing ho w dangerous it was for thcm 
and the whole State,to haue a yong Prince get 
the maiftery by his fworde, mediated apeace, 
which was after concluded in a Parlementât
Winchefler3 vpon thefe conditions.

i. That King Stephen, during his Natural 
lifCjfhouldiłillremaineKingof England, and 
Hernie inioy the Dukedome ofNormandie, as 
difcendedvnto him from his Mother, and bee 
proclaimed hcire apparant vnto theKingdom 
of England, as the adopted fonne of king Ste­
phen .
1 Thatthe partizans ofeither fhould receiue 

no damage,but inioy their citâtes according to 
their ancient right s and rides.

3 That the King ftoulde refume into his 
hands, ail fuch parcelles of inheritance belon- 
ging to the Crowne, as had beene alyened by 
hiwjorvfurpcdinhistime. Andthacall thofe
poïTcHions which by intrufion had bin violent- 
ly taken from the owners fince the daies of K. 
H«W7}fhould be reftored vnto thcm who were 
rightly poiTeifed therçin when the fayde King 
raigned.
i._______________ _  4 That
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4. That all fuch Caftles as had beenebuiît 
bythe permifsion of Stephen, and in his time 
(whtch werefoundtobe 1117.) íhouldbeede- 
molifhed, &c.

There is a Charter of this agreemcpt in our 
Armais, which hath other Articles of referua- 
tion for the eftates ofparticular perfons . And 
faß. fox Willi am, the fécond Sonne of Stephan, 
to enioy all the poífeífions his Father heldbe- 
fore he was king ofEngland, and manie other 
particulars of efpeciall note.

After this pacification , and all bufineíTe 
heere,fetled,Duke Henriereturnesinto Nor­
mandy, and likcwife, there concludes apeace 
with the king ofFrance, and for that hc would 
be fure to haue it, buyes it, with twentic thou- 
fand Markes.

And noweKing Stephanhauing attayned 
(that he neuer had) PeacepA hich y etjt feemcs 
heeenioyednota yeare after) vfes all thcbcft 
meaneshecouldto rcpayre the ruines of the 
State, makcs his progreífcs into moft parts of 
thekingdome,to reforme the mifchiefes that 
had grownc vp vnder the fword : and after his 
returnecallcs aParliament -at Lenden, to con- 
fnlt ofthe beíl mcanes for the publicke good. 
After theparliament, hcegoes tomcetethe 
parle cS Flander $ ar Dauer.who defircd Confe­
rence withhim, and hatiing difpatched him, 
fais prcfcntly ficke, dyes within fcwe dayes af- 

_____________________ ter,



Of King Stéphen.

The end oft he third Beeke.

Errata

XÎÏ4-
He riigacd 18 
yearcs, ind 10 
monetk».

2J7

ter, and was buried fin the Abbey hc founded) 
at Feuerfhiim^ with the vnfortunatc Princes.

A man fo continually in motion, as wcc 
cannot také his dimenfion,but only in paffing, 
and that but on one fidc, which was warre: on 
theother, weneuerfawbutaglaunceofhim, 
which yct, for the moft part, was fuch, as ihe- 
wed him to bee a very woorthy Prince for the 
gouernment. He kept his word with the State 
concerning the relieuements ofTributes, and 
neuer hadSubfidie that we find.

But which is more remarkeable^iauing his 
fword continually out,and fo many déferions 
and rebellions againft him, hee neuer put anie 
great man to death. Befides, it is noted, that 
notwithftandingall thefe mifcrics of Warre, 
there were more Abbey es builte in his raigne, 
then in an hundred years bcforc, which fhewes 
though the times were bad,they were not im- 
pious.
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Errata.
U Or the Fault es committedheerein, Charitable 
-*•  Reader, knowe they are not the Printers (z>z>ho 
hath bin honeßly carefull for his par t) but meerely 
mine ownefreely confefsing my felfe to Lee more an 
honorer y hen fearcher ofantiquités, that lief ar off 
fromvs,andonelyßudiousof the generali notions, 
whichefpecially concerne the fuccefsion of affayres 
ofaction ychtch is thepart I haue 'undertaken. And 
therefore, Itruß al woorthy fpirites in that refpetit 
will pardon mee, and reforme my knowledge , ra- 
ther by way of Conference, then detraction ; for no 
man truely ingénions is m alignant. And (if I Hue) 
afterthispriuateimprefsion,whichis hutof afewe 
Coppies for myfriends, I will amend ivhat is amiffe 
in thepublick. / haue gotouer the worß and rough- 
eiïpart ofthis worke, and amnow corne into a more 
plaine and open paffage, where I fiai bee better able 
to ßand to anjwerefor whatffal be done .and Itruß 
haue more helpes ofmyfriends, and all worthy men 
that arefurnifht wiih matter ofthis nature, whom 
linuoketoafsißmee, andwho, feeingmy honefi

ends.



340 Errata.

ends*  I trnfl wil not děny their Country the know­
ledge ofwhat they haue. And efpecially heerein I re­
ly e vpon the ayde ofthe right woorthy and well-de- 
fermngKnight3 Sir Robert Cotton,whoymt 

ofhis thoyfe, and excellent flore3 can 
beflfurnifb this werke.

FINIS.
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