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affećlion doeth fuggeft,without any further 
proofe : fo as the Challenge be fent in aciaill 
maner, though without leaue demaundéd 
of the Soueraigne , and without reipeći to 
anyprohibition or limitation ,that hathbene 
layddowneeither by the í\ing himfelte, or 
by the Lawes pofitiue,

T"1 He Law of Lfature neuer warranted the 
prefumption ot a SubieEł-, to challenge 

any perfon to the Qombatefox his life, in cold 
blood, and vpon aduifement, nor any other 
Aćle, then a neceffary defence vpon a vio» 
lent aflault, becaule a Lite mightotherwife 
be loif, before acomplaintcouldbeemade, 
the Weapons working their outragions 
effećh and ends in an infłant, and without 
hope of redrefle. And yet the QiuillLawes, 
which ípeake with the voyce ot TSUture 
among men, doe not admit fo much as this 
defence of Life by theStroni, but vponne- 
cefsitie 5 and as theyfpeake themfelues, 
tione inculpat£ tutuL , which is in fuch di- 
iłrefTe, as deftrućtion cannotbee déclined, 
nor auoydedotherwife ; Forifit fofali out, 

that 



that the partie íet vpon, be able to fecure 
himfelfewilbouttheSHW^ either by ftep- 
ping afide, or by crauing ayd at thefame 
leaíiire , that a Gentleman , or any other 
wronged in his réputation, may také his re- 
medy without rage ör violence, before a 
lawfull ludge, the DueUours of theíe dayes 
maił want this thinne couer for an exctiíe 
oftheir audacitie.

"P Ornothing can be more certaine, then 
that Gentlemen do firft oflend againft the 

LawofNations, which isin deed the Lawof 
"Nature among men that are indued with 
r^í?/o?z,and created according to God s owne 
S aered Image : Howfoener Wee knowthat 
the Law o/ Nature hath In prhnœuo iure, a 
more hrge extent, not by demaunding,but 
by tearingout their portions like beafts , by 
the v teeth and nailes, and peaicing the very 
bowels ofthe Eartb, to fínd ont weapons far 
mořenafchieuousthentkefe : Whereasl«- 
ßlce lookinCT rather to the firífground in her J Z) Z)
ertablifhment oř Lawes, that are truely faid, 
Suum cuicpue tribuere, then to the pafsions of 

wrath, 



wrath, which are tied to no dimenfion, hath 
taken a more fafe and eafie courie, by deba- 
tinganddeciding Iniuries, that are indeed, 
or may bee itrained or pretended byone 
man againft another, according to the rules 
ot 'Modemion and Equitie.

rJ' Hey ipare not in like maner to tranf- 
grefle the ~ü>ritten Lawes of G o d him- 

felfe, which prouidently referre allkindsof 
Complaints, Adions, and Suits, that con­
cerne the Bodies, the Lines and Fortunes of 
men, all kinds ofiłnfebetweene Title and 
Title, Plea and Plea, BloodandBlood, not 
to that humorous conftrudion ofthe par­
ties Humour that is iaterefled f and there- 
fore partialitie corrupts ) but rather tothe 
ftrength of teflimonie, to the luflice of Lawes, 
and to the confcienceof an apright ludge, 
who bending neither topartialitie, nor pre*  
iudice ; but looking vpon the matter with 
rvprigbtneffe of confcience und knowledge, is 
more hkely then the perfons, whotn the caie 
io neerely and dearely concernes, to refolue 
according to fhcfireigbcleuelk

Moreouer,
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Oreouer, if the Lawes of this King- 
dôme ( confenting touching this 

point, with all others in theworld)could 
fpeake as vocally,and audably in their owne 
defence, as the ludges (who are indeed Lo» 
pentes Leges, the fpeaking Lawes,) both 
pleade for them, and ont of them vpon the 
Bench : then doubtleffe they would ex- 
tremely diidaine thatpriuate perfons(borne 
nottocomandbuttoobey, not to ftruggle 
but to fubmit, not to make Lawes', butta 
obferue and keepe them with reuerence 
and awe)ihould bandie out of boldnes and 
prefuæption, againft the wifedome of all 
precedent tànes, iuftifie the crooked mea- 
fure of affection againít the flreight rule of 
Right, and out of the pride of their owne 
diftempered conceits, make themfêlues m 
the point of Reputation, ( which cornes 
neereft to the lifeof a Générons and wor- 
thy minde ) both parties, and ludges abfo- 
lute : and in a fort fubmit the reallgroundi 
of Morall vnderftanding, to the fuddainf 
flaihes of their owne furie.

. ' ' ? Wee 



"V X7 E make no queítion,but that if Ho- 
1 ’ ’ nourhad beene reputed fuch an In« 
diuiduum <vagwn, oř fuch a wilde tranfcen- 
dent in former limes, as neither Ciuill 
Courts were able to containe, which not- 
withftandingiudgeof ail mairers that con­
cerne Libertie and Life,which are reckoned 
with réputation hier tes inœfliinabiles ■> nor 
theCourt of Honour to confine, which was 
ereded to no other end, then to décidé fuch 
queftions, as the Lawes of the Land omit, 
as no way appertaining to their element, 
which the Bookes themfelues exprefle,fome 
other couriê would haue benefound before 
our dayes, that had beene more indifferent, 
and in fo many âges part, betweene the 
fenfc ofHonour, and the feueritie ofLaw. 
But fince we fee, that notwithffanding thefe 
pretended colours in this vetitekinde, the 
Lawes of the Kingdome proceede capitaliie 
againft ail thofe that are found tofpeede 
their enemies vpon priuate Quarrellsin the 
Fields aftera faire maner,(according to the 
phrafe) that is, without treacherie orfraud, 
vvithout either proteâion by the Court of

Chiualrie,
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Chiuahy, or difcharge by Tarliamem ,though 
therein many members are fo und to betied 
in blood,infiiendfhip,and alliance to thofe 
Gentlemen thatrunne this hazard of their 
liues and fortunes euery day : we may con*  
düde that boldnefle doeth ratber begge, 
then Indice can finde any caufe to graunt 
impunitie vpon a point that is fo defperate, 
Forbyhow much Confcience isofgreater 
price then Conceit, by fo much hath an ig­
norance inuincible , or a refolution vn- 
changeable, morereafon to défendit felfe 
in that,thenin this,fettingobedienceafide: 
for the one ftabbes piety,the other doth but 
onely pricke or offend humour.

’T' He wifedome of Our Ancefiours vn- 
A doubtedly foreiâwjthatifthefe Challen­

gers vpon difgrace,that affeéffo earneftly to 
be pnuiledged as Spirituales homines^AâcXï, 
as Gods Spirit witneiïes, à nemine iudicantur, 
couldbyaudacitie,intreatie, or impunitie, 
haue.compafled their owne end in this 
point of*Honour,they  would likewife with- 
in a while haue preifed vpon the famé

B ł ground, 
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ground, to reuerfe the Sentence of a ludge 
in poynt of Right. For O/fohauing firft pre- 
uailed in procuringTrials by the Sword,for 
difcharge ofdifhonor,would after thathaue 
brought theTrials ofihe Subiećłs property 
to the famę bloody touch of gaine. Some 
ofthe FrenchWrizers report, That in that 
Kingdome alfo,diis maner ot proceeding in 
defcnce of Tides vpon Challenge, wasvery 
rife. And Englands. iclfe, as appearesby 
the Writ of fygbt, which ftands in force till 
this prefentjwas not cleare of the like liberty.

jp Hus hauing madę it euident, how faire 
all Challenges in cold blood,fwarue from 

all prefcnption and formes of lulfice that 
euer were,Weemay furtheradde, That a- 
gainft the State ofa King fwhoiê Office is 
to také a precifeaccompt of all wrongs)and 
the luftice of a Kingdome,that make difłri- 
bution without defećf, they tranlgreffe Wil» 
fully. For what can be more répugnant bodl 
to duecie and humanitie, then toínatch the 
Sword of ludice out of Our hands, which 
they meane to draw and exercife in their

a owne 
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owne will, as if it lay in their owne elecb'on 
to obey or not obey,as if they might keepe 
a Pofterne gâte euer open without watch 
or ward, to whichitihouldbee lawfullfor 
yong Gentlemen without confulting either 
Prince or ludge, to runne headlong to 
their owne ruine; or as if it could ffandwith 
the tender care, which We profeffeof con- 
ïêruing the Subiećt in fecuritie, the State in 
ftrength,the gouernementin peace,to open 
the great Vaine , by which the Common 
wealth might bleed, not as Feuers pefhlent 
adanimi deliquium, but rather as in the heart 
ot Seneca, whenhopesare defperate, ad<vi*  
tœ exitům? for this muft be the iflue of an vn- 
lawfull aéte, which excludes ail maner of 
fatisfaéfion for wron^s, befidesthat of the 
fword,which obferues nomeafure.

JN this courfe of proceeding, thefe Chal­
lengers doe likewife fo Itrangely crofle the 

line ot their owne pretended leuill, as if ma­
lice did not ftand too much in the light of 
reafon, they would eafily confefle. For 
pretendrng aboue ail things to regard Ho*  

B 3 nour 
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nour for a flourifh,yet to fatisfie their owne 
inordinaté deines , they Aie the certaine 
iudgementofthe Court oí Honouf, vpon 
queffion which hath no other obiećt to con- 
template, then it leite : which mooues Vs to 
concerne vpon iuft caufe, that their fcope 
and drift is to plant this Idole Honour, ( as 
they make it) onely infcrinio pzïïoris-, that 
is, in the Cabinet ot their owne Conceit, in- 
tendingnothingleilethento hit the marke 
whereatthey íhoote,or Sic currere <~vt com*  

prehsndant, fo to runne as they may preuaile 
in that which they profecute. But howíoe- 
uer their light pafšions may fhift oFten like 
the fands,yet Onrpurpofc and in tent is,ne­
uer to gine way to [hele bolde prefsing hu­
mours m the leaft degree, whereof luílice 
may finde cauíe to complaine , orreafon to 
repent j leíl by the faire aduantage ofthis 
rife,ourraíhAduen ture rs in paruis Viam prœ~ 
ftruendo^y diípenfing with themfelues in 
theíe things (which they value but as peitie 
contempts) may by vfe and daily pra- 
âife bee emboldened to leape ouer thefe 
guards ofloyaltie.

It



11
T T is but a Wanton kind ofdalliance,which 
“*-fo:ne  of the fbuteft Prodours of the 
Challengersare inforced to vie, for fome ex- 
cuie of their oppofition to the written lawes 
of God, which foibid priuate men io kill for 
anv caufe,- & beiid.es> more fafely to conuey 
themfelues, as fome conceiue vnprobably, 
outof thereachof the eternall curie, which 
God by bis owne mouth hath pronounced 
againft ail thoie, that aduenturing to leatie 
thislifeinpaifion, preiume to prefle in the 
next, to the Supper of the Lambe without 
charity,which is the trne badge ohCbriflian 
Profession, becauieit muft euerdiftinguifh 
Gods feruants irom Satansforelornehopes; 
and the heires of the promiie,from ihe dam- 
ned crew, expeâing no greatermercy then 
they merit : The guikineile of euery mans 
owne confcience that oflendeth in thrs kind, 
is able to make vp a Decem taies for euery 
lurourthatis abientfrom the Barre : And 
howioeuer iome preiume too farre vpon 
the grace thatmay be graunted inextrema 
bora, yet Mercy itielfemakesagreatdrffe- 
rencebetweeąe thoie that offendin weake-

- nefle,,
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neífe,orofwilfulnes : For where preiumptu 
ons are confident, euentsdoubtfull, and die 
time which fhould ferne for repentance, 
(hort; nay which is worft of ail, where fa­
cher feare of hell, then obedienceto God, 
may be conceiued probably to be a kinde of 
fpurreto that repentance, which fometime 
deceiues the world, it behooueth men to be 
as certaine of their infiniment, as of their 
aâe ; and that they fhąll haue as much lea- 
fure to confefle, as Godhath mercy ro for- 
giue, beiore they make their paflage fo fafe 
and eafie, as they apprehend, fro the paines 
that are tranfitorie, to the blifie that is vn- 
changeable. It lies not in the wit or proui- 
denceof any mortallman, before hand to 
aflure himfelfe of fuch a perfect patience, as 
may préparé themindto meditate vpon the 
beft meanes of releafe from eternall death, 

’while his enemie is in his eye, the woundes 
bleed frefhly, ihame bhnds the iudgement, 
chollerpreuailsagainft aduifè, and the voice 
of nature herfelre is more apt to cal! for re- 
uenge, then to teach humilitie.

By



15 Y comparing forraine mifchiefes with 
home-bred accidents, it will noc be hard 

to iudge, into what region this bolde bird of 
audaciousprefumption, in dçaling blowes 
íb confidently, willmount, if itbeoncelet 
flie from thebreaft whereinitiurkes. And 
thereřore itbehouethluftice,both to keepe 
her ftill in her owne clofe cage, with care 
that íhelearpe neuer any other dittie, then 
Eftbene-, butwtithall, that for preuention of 
the worft that may fallout, we clippeher 
wings, that they grow noc too faft. For ac- 
cordingto thatof theProuerbs, Itú labour 
Ip/ł, to lay nets before the eyes of winged foules-, 
and experience prooues all Gouernments 
to be weake,andíbr the moft partdifobedh 
ent and mutinons, where the Facher is not 
able to diípofeof a Sonne, nor the Com­
monwealth of a Membęr, nor the Church 
of a child,nor the Soueraigne, that is chiefly 
put in trud with the raines ofRegiment,of a 
najâue Subieâ longer then they lift, or at 
the leaftjthen they ftand free ftom Quarre^, 
whiçh ought^as íbme défend,to be preferred 
betöre duties in all degrees which fencelefle 

C Paradox



Paradoxhath in effećt diffolued al the joints 
hoch ofciuill and diuine difcipline.

T- Here is no doubt, but die ordinary ex- 
A ceptions ofCowardize,which the World 

takes to foft fpirits, that put vp difgrace 
widioutrunninginftantly intofome iharpe 
courfe for vengeance, leaues very deepe im- 
prefsionsinthemindes of forward Gentle­
men , that are not fo fenfitiue of fmart > as 
fearefulof difhonorjconfidering howftrićb 
ly all men that conuerfe in the world, are 
bound togiue an account to the world for 
all their actions that are vifible, and therfore 
without fatiffaćiion vpon the proffer of of- 
fenee , fo farre as the point of réputation 
doeth vrge,it will he found almoft impofsf- 
ble to ftay the current of quarr elling. For 
by whatground of!uftice(tolpeake indiffe- 
rently ) can either a friend perfwade, or a 
fcperiour command one that is wounded, 
either in his perfon, orhis goodname, to 
paffe ouer the leaft imputation of diicrediü, 
as if it were but the biting of aflea, where 
Gentlemen canuot be íátiíBed, nor repaired 
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by any other meane: fince many of the 
Frencb, that are both iudicious and proui- 
dent,haue afciibedthe flight obferuation, 
orratherthegroflecontempt of both their 
Soueraignes fidićte againft Quarreis, and 
Single Fights, either band to hand,or in fet 
match, to the great hafte that was vfèd by 
theStateit feite ; in prohibiting them with 
vnfpeakeable feueritie, before that any 
eourfe ot order were fet downe for leparati- 
on to the partie grieued or diftempered in 
fonae fuch naeafure as mighc bee thought to 
be futable.

*T*Hishathbene likewifeour chiefeft tno- 
A tiue in forbearing to prohibite Quarreis, 

vpo gricaouspenalues,betoreWehad com- 
manded the Lords in Commiftion for the 
office of Edile Marfhaltwhom the wifdom of 
precedent times held fitteft to iudge matters 
of this kind, that touch Honor to the quick 
íbcarefullyandpreciídy toapply the plea- 
fing balme co thefwelling fore, the iatisfa- 
dions co che fmarc, and tkc réparation co 
che difgrace, as nonę might bee able to pre- 

C i tend
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tend anycolourofexception or complaint, 
but fuch as in their avions and oppositions, 
fêeme rather todemonftrate wilfulnes,then 
to deine indifférencié.
,f ' ; ’W ■ <>> i.« ■ • of

TT is the part and Office of an vpright 
xIudge, that intendsaswelltohearewith 
indifférencié, as to refolue by rule, to giue 
that fatisfaćfion to mendiftreffed,which the 
courfeofiuftice> and the qualifie of the 
wrong requires, though hee labour not vn- 
proficably, like an Empericke, to pleafe hu- 
morous affeâions, which choller hath put 
outoftafte, and which felfe-loue fuipends 
from acknowiedging the diftradions and 
imprefsions of fan tafie.

‘ Wo ipeciall benefits may be expeéfed 
bythis courfe,whichWe take inpubli- 

fhing to the world Our conftantpurpofe,to 
aboliih vtterly ail Challenges to fight in the 
field, that is, ail fingle Fights in the field af=> 
ter Challenge in cold blood vpon prépara­
tion and ïêt match, if it be poßible, becaufe 
tfiefe are the cuppingglaffeś that drawto the

- ‘J weakeft 



weakeft parts of the Kingdome, as well as 
the ftrongeft, as many íhařpe humours, as 
therć are occafions Ipringhi^tô ffifré choW 
1er. rThe firft is feare in a gâieiraliîie to gitiď 
offence by oppofition vpon the confidcra*  
don of (harpe punifhments' impofed yndef 
OürhuridandSeale.FonnanyofÖurSub- 
iećtsthararcthoúghťtdBembftfierie, wilf 
forbca.re to purfuc*  pcrfônally the reuenge 
ofcucryworddr aâe, eithërtfùeJygïonn- 
dedvpon mitiry,0r(b cbnreítíedattheleaff,’ 
and apprehended accordjng to that falfg fi­
gur e,which malice is more likely topr.efcnf, 
then indifférencié to eXatÜmè., For howfoe- 
uer payions in theproiïcutioti of C^ùarrels, 
licretoforemight beabiddeiïand endured, 
with greater patience ,whe réparation Côuld' 
notbeehädby any fairer meane : yet one 
rule mutt hold from thistíme forward infal« 
lihly, confidering die care and paine, which 
Wee in Our períon také , to fet all cöürfes 
ftreight by the golden compaffç of indiffe^ 
rent re^rd‘}th^oluntarièpèccantibiis boftiA 
nonrelinauitKr.

" The
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'T'He fécond bcnefit ís prouidence, in 
x deuifing mcanés tliat are apt and pro­

per to gine lahsUČtion íor all kinds of onen- 
ces,that touch honour m the leaíl degree be- 
tweene the feruants or S ubiećis of one po w- 
crful Soueraigne,ihat lookes as well to be o- 
beyed»as honoured: For Princes may bee 
trudy faid > to l^old rather a fhadowthen a 
ftrength ofpower, that leaueit in the Sub- 
iećts hbertie, either to skanne their dtre&i- 
ons,ox to ícorne their authoritie.

'T’Ouching the firíl, which íhewes both 
x whát We wiíh, and many want ; it will 

appeare by r ules prohibitory to good effečf, 
as We conceiue,that no part of a Kings Of­
fice hath beene neglefted or omirted in the 
reglement, thatmay either draw by fweet- 
nefle, or driue by íharpneíTe all degrees and 
rankes of Subieds as they lland affeáed, 
well or ill, to thoíé worthy ends of modé­
ration which O nr hearc affeéls, propoun- 
ding vnto all men water & fire, asGod fpea- 
kethintheletterofhis owneLaw; that as 
they choofe ,£o they may fpeed : 1b as wife- 

dome 
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dome in his owne brood may bee euer iuftià 
fied. The fécond tending more to the rates 
of proportion in fetting tönh the Shares, 
then in theweightof inhibition, bycaftrng 
cenfure vpon contempts, when cjueífions 
that touch credit corne to be debated, with 
that freedome, which in point of iuftice 
makes no différence betweene degrees, Wee 
leaue to be fet downe at greater length, by 
the Lords in Commifsion for the Marßjals 
Office, that no way beleft vnfought,for the 
fatiftaéfion of ail mens minds, which eilhes 
reafon or right can fatiffie.

T T is true, that whofbeuer will eut euenly 
A vpon this nice quarrell, betweene tender- 
nefleof réputation , andcompafsionof lifex 
had neede to haue the famé certaine aime in 
his łuckie hand, that^/co» is affirmed by the 
Poets to haue had, when hee (hot the Ser­
pent deadly in the very head, withoutburt 
to the child, that fäcked in his breath- For 
toend a quarrell between two men of worth » 
andvalour,deepely groundedzand ihrewd-, 
ly feftered, without dilgrace or wrong to ei« 

ther
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ther fidejs aiyvell an efieâof sbili,as an affe- 
dionof defire, confidering bow pettiecir- 
cumlfances are fufiiçient to put thefe clockes 
both out ot temper & true motion 9 that are 
wound vp with the greatefl warineflc. The 
Lords whom Wée haue for mer ly deputed 
to the care ofthele tickle pointsfwhiçh ftand 
as much vpon discrétion as righQarc the fit- 
teft inftrumentsbpth to fearch with viider*  
ftanding,and reioioe by reafon,in refpeâ of 
their Honour by birth, their endeauourout 
of an infinité déliré to doe good, and their 
skill in the nature oi the Subiect, wbichthey 
■take in hand, wheieofmany reconcilements 
made already betweene Gentlemen, and in 
cafés wbich wpre thought to prefle lomć- 
what heauily vpon narrow points affoorde 
very prégnant and çleare tellimonie. The/e 
vnderfiand the difpofitions of the perfons 
with whom they are to treate , the fcope of 
Our intent,therules ofOui inftru&ion,the 
nicetie of the worlds exceptions, andaboue 
al!, the great hazad which they runne of 
their owne Honours, iii café they fhould 
forany caufe encline to any motiue in their 

iudge-
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ludgement, which thegroundsof Honour 
cannot iuftifie. To this implicite faith in 
theirfinceritie, theskill, the worth, and va­
lues of thofe worthy Conßables &.Marjbak, 
that fit in the Court of Chiualrie in Francet 
many of that nation haue afcribed the con- 
tinuance and conftancie of agreements 
madę by themjas if to doubt of io graue O- 
racles were an effećt of facriledge : which 
moouesVs the more confidently to expečt 
the likeproołeof the Minifters which Wee 
depute, bccauie Honour, in all parts of £k- 
riÿ£>wilbe euer like it felfe: wrfdome^emper, 
and integntie, produce futable eflećfs, and 
experience armes indufiry.

jß V t becauiê it is vnpofsible that the Lords 
m Commifsion, being all of Our Pnuie 

Councel, and by confequence, employed 
dayly in the publique fêruiceof the State_>, 
ihould beeable in tneir peribns, without an 
Vbiquitie, to afsiftalltreatiesforagreement 
betweene Gentlemen in all places of the 
Kingdome that breed Quarreis, efpecially 
thofe that are fartheft remote from the
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common Center,wbich is,the Court : Wee 
thinke good to limit their labours and en*  
deuours about mattersof this kind ; firft, to 
the Court it felíe, then to the Citie o£ Lon­
don, wbich is called The Kings Qjamber^nà 
then to the Counties adiacent, fo farreonly, 
as the fpaceof twenty miles in length and 
circuit doe extend, leauins; ail otherCoun- 
ties tbat are farther diilant,to the charitable 
and honourable care ot the Lords Lieute­
nants and theirDeputies, who being furni- 
ihed by the Lords in Commííšion,with cer­
taine Copies of the fame refolutions and 
raies, which they themfelues obferue ordi- 
narily within the Ümits of their owne pre» 
cinćis, may with greater fatisfaćfion to Vs, 
eafe to the Lords, the whole kingdome3and 
themfelues,proceed correfpondently : pro- 
uiding alwaies3that in cafe any Peere of the 
Kingdome, or any other Nobleman Lhali 
happen to bee one of thofe,with whom (by 
vertue of Our Order and Decree)there fhal 
bee iuft occafion to treate,the Lords Lieute­
nants faile not to fend vp both thatLord, 
andhis Oppofice, to the Lords in CommiL 

fion 



ííon, which are likewife Peeres, there to 
abide that iudgement, which to their dis­
crétions fhall appeare indifferent and infł, 
vpon the view of the maine bufinefle,which 
ought with like equitie and finceritie to bee 
aduertiíěd.

Are muft bealíb taken in dne time,that 
vpon the firíl notice of a Quarrell likely 

to proceed, eitherlettersormeífengersfas 
the qualitie oí the place requires ) bee fent 
with fpeed into thoíe parts,wherein the par­
ties interefíed in the caufe, are knowen ci*  
thertodwell or refide for the greater part 
of theyeerej led Malice,waxingbold vpon 
negleél, may preuaile by opportunitie. If 
the parties cannot be found, y et notice muň 
be left in thoíe places, with certaine intima­
tion of theperill, inco which the parties are 
likely torunne tnpœnam contumacix-> in cafe 
within the fpace of eight and twentie dayes 
nextenfuing,f which giue timefufficient to 
corne from the fartheft part of England) 
thougb the Summons corne to their know­
ledge, but at the fécond or third hand) they

D ł appeare 



appeare not in the place fpecified. Befide, 
Our will and pleafure is, that byhow much 
they ihew themfelues to be more impatient 
and fieryduring the timeof this dire&ion» 
-by deuifingmeanes tofight,before the mat­
ter can bee heard , by ío much more ought 
the Lords, vponiuft proofe made of anoto- 
rious contempt, to puniíh the fame more 
remarkably.

y’IIe charges of calling vp offendours to 
the proper touch, with lundry other cir- 

cumftances, incident to a regulär and for- 
mall courfeofproceeding vpon difcouery, 
We thinke good to leaue to the discrétion, 
and good confideration of the Lords put in 
truft, that vfing the fame mo deration which 
they doe commonly in fending for fuipe- 
ćfed peribns or offenders in other kinds,no*  
thing bee done that may eithergrieuethe 
Subiećt, or giue libertie. The purpofe of 
Our loue and tender care, ayming at the 
fame equitie by preferuing Subie&s liues, 
which inciuillcourfes lufticedoeth, topre- 
ferue thcir goods, cannot want lawfuH

meanes
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meanes of execution in forme, but may bee 
furthered exceedingly by the diligence of 
difcreete Otficers, that in difcharge of dutie, 
bind themfelues fo faire to the literall inffru- 
dion, as themaine icope of theWorkeit 
felfe be nothindered. What further time 
foeuer ftiall be borrowed or aflumed, by the 
peribns that are fentfor, aboue eight and 
twentie dayesin their comming, after no­
tice lefc, (as hath bene fpecified before in 
the places of their ordinary refiance ) muff 
be caft by the Lords, &c. into the Cenfure of 
Contempt, leftotherwife oureffeduallln- 
iundions be drawcn by wilfoll cuftome into 
difgracej and diigrace of publike order giue 
mcouragementto ftubburnnefle.

Vt nowbecaufo We íée, that all labours 
and endeauours wilbe loft,if either Wee 

preffe, or the Lords, &c. perfwade an ende 
without an offering,a peace without a price,. 
or afreeremifsion without ibmefuch kinde
of fatisfadion, as may remooue the caufe, 
and qualifie the fmart : fome protefting to 
their friends ( affrighting them with the pe-
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rillbothof foule and body)wich the Pro*  
phet,that they had ïâtherfaüintothebands 
of Gojthen of man ; becaufe his inercie fur- 
mounts all his workes, though in very deed 
they fecure themfelues from neither one 
nor other by this aći : otbers hoping vpon 
grace and mercy at Our hands,when Indice 
thunders, Quia (Ąeges Israel dementes Junt : 
and the greateft part reiolningperemptori- 
ly to aduenture all, rather then be poynted 
at in Courts and ftreetes for Cowardize, in 
preferring formall terrours, bcfore eternall 
ihame. Before Wecome to touch thena- 
tures of the wrongs and iniuries themfelues, 
that implore both I udice and Honor for re- 
drefle, it (hall bee requifite and futable to 
the méthode of Our iud proceeding in all 
mattersjthat touch Reputation and Life,to 
beate downe that deiperate and accurfed 
Paradoxe, which comes more freely out of 
their moutbes,then Our coyne doeth outof 
the purfesof many Subiećts in thefe dayes, 
that no kindof fatisfaćlion withoutblood, 
can fcoure out the foule daynes of many 
wrongs 5 and that fo many as efteeme or 

value
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value Honour at ameanerate, may flatter 
theirowneinfirmities,and dance in the net 
of nouelty,to pleafe the moods and humors 
of men, more inclined to fâue Fortunes 
ftake,then Honotirs refljbut neuer either re- 
mooue,or mooue other mens opinions,that 
had the true caufe of fortitude. They know 
that many had wonne Honour by the lofle 
of their liues, vpon this worthy ground, and 
thofefhould bee theSaints, whofe names 
they would iniert, by limning them in red 
letterSjinto Honors fallender.

y : .
, - 4 ftU -,C . , d. i t -, ■

‘T’Hey prefle further, as it were by way 
of complaint, that although it were a- 

greed by Gentlemen, thatfome fuch dif- 
gracefull word,as Knaue or Raskał : or fome 
fuch diigracefull aćte, as a blow with the 
band, might be expiated by thofe ordinarie 
and propitiatorie meanes, which men of 
woorth and courage, as well as of capacitie 
and fenfe,haue both warranted, and duely 
put in pradife in all lorraine Courts and 
Campes, without exception or obloquiej 
howioeuer fuch reprochfull words or deeds 

are
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are in thëfelues extremdy foule, yet the ey e 
ot IuflicehereinËHg/<wii/> vouchfafing not 
out ofgrauiíy to puniíh any other fcandals, 
then thofe that will beare aďion, nor any o- 
ther blowes or ftripes,then thofe that breake 
boíies, or giue maymes, with that feueritie, 
which the wound of réputation,& contempt 
ot worthvntaintedíhould deíérue, leaues 
menfreetoproíécutethebdl wayes tor a- 
mends thatthey can deuife,without oflence 
to Honour,by their owne induíky. To this, 
fome adde foranexcuíeof diíóbedience to 
peaceabledecrees,thatthe Countrey Tur ours 
at the Grand Afsi^es are put in truft v\ ich the 
weights of réparation by ratiňg damages, as 
no more fenfitiue of the vexations, which 
worthy mindes endure vpon reproachfull 
tearmes or aáes, in refpećt of the grofle ele­
ment,wherin they haue bin bred or brought 
vp, thenof the ícratch of a bramble, or the 
prickingof a pinne in thebrawqes of their 
hard hands,which are made hard by labour.

any man thathath not drunke vp the

Věry 
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very dregs of Circes her inchanted Cup, that 
Rature her ielfe, whom Philofophers ac- 
count the moft indulgent Mother, in con- 
feruing that faire offpring which fhe brings 
to light, fhould rather be reputed iniuftifsi» 
ma nouerca^ ,a moft wreakfull andwicked 
ftepmother,in cafeihehad ingraftedinmens 
hearts, a peremptory difpofition to purfuc 
theirpalsions and violent impulfions with a 
bloody and implacable kinde of Reuenge, 
without giuing way to faiisfaćtion in mode­
rate degrees, fince this execrablejfwra/wc diC 
iblues all harmonie.

WHen God himfelfeout of his graci­
ons and eternall prouidence eftabli- 

fhed his owne holy I.aw,as the pureft touch 
by which all eitles might bee tried, and répa­
rations aftoorded to all kindes of wrongs, 
whether they refpeéicd crédité Jibertie, or 
life; he bkewife fet down the proportids,that 
might euer keepe the great Beame of the 
Ballance ftreight, depriuing all men ofthat 
dangerous and audacious intereft , which 
many would vfurpe,to the breach of luftice, 
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and difturbànce of the common peace, by 
addingout ofpafsion what right admitteth 
not^anddrawingdefperatly the fatisfaćfion 
for many wrongs, frora the Barre to the 
Swordjwhich in cutting keepes no meafure, 
& in that refpećf abhorred as an inftrument 
ot outrageatather then a Standard ot eąuity. 
But againft that eternall Wifedome, it is no 
morepofśible for feduced iudgements, and 
infeded humours to raife platformes of re*  
uenge, according to the module ot their 
erring aimesjhen for a man to build againft 
all the rules and principles of Geometry.

Gaine it r it be vnderftood,that fober 
ludgemei will preferre the ftreight 

rule, which is o. fe for all men at all times, 
and vpon all - .afions and accidentSjbefore 
thecrookedL. Aw»,andlcaden rule, which 
is euer fubiečř to inflexion vpon phantafie. 
Punces ought to bee obfèrued in their dire- 
ćłionSjthacSubiećlsmay be fupponed with 
fecuritie. The voice of one luror is not fuf- 
hcicnt to beare out a caufe; nor the blinde 
conceit ofone deprauing Cauiller,to coyne 



principles.Woe be to thackingdom,where- 
in priuate perfons/vnftayedbyyouth, vn- 
taught by négligence, vnweighed by liber­
ty, may carue out of their owneproportions 
according to the rage ot humorous afłećti- 
onstbat dazle them. It is true, that Godthe 
Father in his luiłice tooke reuenge of our 
wiliull Sinnes, by a bloody ftrokevpon his 
onely begotten Sonne,and our onely Saui- 
our; who for the rédemption of all man- 
kinde, Idcirco crucifixiiseß, quia <uoluit. But 
it is as truejthat this caufe was vniuerfall,the 
Iłroke was iuft,the iudgment ripe,the ludge 
voydof pafsion, the pa tient of contradicti­
on. The date of pleafing God by bloody 
Offerings,ishappily expiredby the death of 
one,to deliuer allj which makes vs the more 
to maruell, that fince Chriflianpohcy for the 
lparïngofblood,brought in iulł Lawes,that 
any man ihould banifh Lawes, that blood 
may follow. The Prottors of this pradiie 
cannotwith their Honours ranęe all fatiffa- 
ćfionsforiniuries to the Court of Honour, 
though the Soueraigne command) but they 
can rayfe a Court of Chiualrie within their
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thoughts,to iuftifie their pafsions and pré­
cipitations , both againft Prince, and Go- 
uernement.

TCXamplcs are as full and prégnant in the 
point of fatisfa&ion as grounds 5 for not 

only they which in former times haue bene 
efteemed for their Valour, both in Courts 
and Campes,but the Writers ofbelf iudge- 
ment, that haue handled this poynt rnolf 
tenderly, and all the Courts of (Jjiualrie in 
forraine parts,thatbothconcerne tbeTheo' 
rique, andapplythe Pratique of this point 
more commendably, and with greater Ho- 
nour and applaufe, then any that impugnes 
the rule ; agree together vpon axiome infalli- 
ble,that the malice of mansheartin giuing 
caufe, cannot exceed the wifdome of mens 
thoughtsin aflording rcmedy. What credit 
may bee giuen to thofe that dare oppofe 
their humour , which is pafsion , to <he 
ludgements and Decrees of many choyfe 
Commanders, in the grcateft actions,that are 
preferuedby Record, Letreafon reíólue,if 
rage will not fubmitj andluftice puniih, if 
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Cuftomequarrellî The rule thatbarreth fa- 
tisfaćtion by any other meanes then bloud, 
orbloodyftrokes,fprang neuer out of any 
worchy mind, chat rightíy vnderftood the 
true weight of contempt, and how vnpofsi- 
ble itis to maintaine fociety or commerce in 
any kind of Gouernement, wbere the rates 
of fatisiaćłion are referued toíingularcon- 
ceits,the fwordofexecution is conueyedto 
priuate handes , and thofe men íhail bee 
thought to keepe the right meafare, thar 
will be bound to no meaíure.

’T'Ouching the bert meanes to raiíe the 
A values in the rates of puniíhment, by 

Iurie satdie grand Afsi^es, ofmany wrongs 
which the world holds to bee very weightie, 
and the Commons very íleight, by confer- 
ring with Our graue and learned ludges, 
Wee hope to worke fome good and auaile- 
able effećh For they both out of confci- 
ence and care of the Gommonpeace, ha- 
uing in their eye the great wafte which 
thefcbloody Challenges haue broughtvpon 
theKingdomewithin thefe fewyeeres, by
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the cutting downe not of trees, but of men^ 
will vndoubtedly endeuour/o much as they 
areabie, tocutoffthis current, thatforthe 
moft part emptiesitfelfe inmare rubrum, or 
toípeake more properly in maremortuum'. 
For thongh We are not deepely grounded 
in the know ledge of the Common Lawę, 
yet hauing heard that the ludges in fuch 
hurts as arefubiećltotheirowneyes, may 
raife the damages which the lurie^ giues, 
according to their owne difcretion : As 
for example, if a Iurie_> (houldallow but 
tenne groats fatisfaćłion for thelofleof an 
arme, or a limme , Wee doubt not but 
the ludges finding alfo ont of wifdome,ob- 
feruation and common fenfe, how faire the 
poore and beggerly fatiffaâions,which lu*  
rors ordinarily giue,for thofe wrongs which 
trench to thevery quicke ofHonour, in the 
iudgement and conftruéfion of timeprefent 
corne fhortof right value, will bee as wil- 
ling to preuent a mifchiefe, as to cure a ma­
ladie. For fince they fee and feele morethen 
the vulgär fort,it is expeâed that their iudg- 
ments fhould incline & refolue accordingly.

Forfomuch 



jpOrfomuch as concernes our owne opi­
nion, Wemuft acknowledge,that in very 

deed Wee are of the minde,that howfoeuer 
fome wilde perlons haue had, andteme- 
times will haue their own courte,though the 
witedome ot Supérieurs apply thebeił de- 
feniâtiues they candeuitejyetmany ftaied, 
ditereet,and worthy Gentlemen, thatrather 
quarrell vpon necefsitie to defend their ré­
putations , then with defire and delight to 
draw blood , hau erunne their for tunes with 
greater force vpon the rock of hazard,in re- 
ipeét of the diigrace , which they feele more 
thatlooketoHonour ,then thatliue by la­
bour, for the reuengeof difgrace, then if by 
the Hâte of ordinary luftice, as thtngs are 
conceiuednow, theymight hauebeenere- 
ípeéhuely regarded, and condignelý fatif- 
fied. Much maybee doně by theluiiices of 
Afsife, either by raifing the conceits of the 
meanerfort of Subieéis, or by tempering 
the demands of the greater,till the wifdome 
ofthe Parliament, obteruingtenderly vpon 
what feete this common mifehiefe doth 
march , may adde much to the weight of 
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thofe fillie helpes, which being now in ordi- 
n arie vie, in refpeâ of weakenefle, doe ra­
dier gine diipleafnrethenflake choller. For 
in very deede , it is not the Word that a man 
vtters, but the conftruéfion which it carries; 
not the thunder clap , butthe thunder boit; 
not the pafsion,but the fcornejthat giues the 
ipeeding blow. Proportions mufl holde in 
ail iuft courfes ofproceeding , afwelltou- 
chingperfons , astimesjfoas accordingto 
the qualifie and worth , afwellofhim that 
öfters, as endures difgraceoi that qualifie, 
which the Lawes doe not exprefiely punifh, 
errours hauing once beene brought to the 
perfeét and true touch, in values of con- 
tempts, may beeeither improoued, or qua­
lifiée!.

g Vt forafmuch as Wee forefee,that many 
perfons of great worth, and ofnecefi'ary 

vfe for the Common wealth, may either bee 
corrupted by the Canker , or eut oft' by the 
fwordofeommon luftice, beforetheParlia- 
ment haue time and oppoi tunitie to amend 
thefe errours, which are the feeds ofcalami­

nes, 



ties, befides the brand ofterrour whichWe 
fet vpon the boldneffe of contempt, as well 
premonifhing thofe that haue not offen- 
ded, as punifhing thofe that haue, to binde 
all thofe by whome thefematters lhali bee 
throughly examined and qualified to the 
mincing ofproportions, fo daintily and ten- 
derly, for fatisiàéhon to thefe wrongs by 
wordordeed, of which many are more fen- 
firme, thároí thepangs of death, asthey 
that are once broughtto the fine, neede to 
make no kind offcrupleor doubt of the reco*  
uery. Ifthofemeanes then,whichthe Lords 
&c. lhali warily and aduifedly propound, 
bee fuch as lufiice doth auerre, Forraine 
Courts of Honourput in praćhfe , and the 
Lords now in Commifsion will auoweand 
warrant vpon their Honours to bee foundj 
the forme of direction , which inlpires life 
to action,lhali expreffe, what différence,not 
onely Wee, but Honour, Trueth and Rea- 
fon, put becweene indifférencié and mu*  
tinie.

He punifhments which We r eíblue yp- 
on ffrange motiues, and inducements 
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to inflićt vpon head-ftrong quarrellers, 
whom ncither reafon can containc, nor ad- 
uife difiwade,nor authoritie reclaimefrom 
thcir inueterate & peremptorie contempts, 
are not written like Dracoes Lawes in blood, 
nor fuited to the feueritie vpon like occafi- 
ons of forraine Stařen orfteeped in vineger. 
But howfoeuer Wee defire to worke our 
ends atgreateň eafe, yet fince We finde be- 
fide the greene paftures > wherein fantafie 
doth feede partiall conceits ; but rough fak 
lowesalfo, thatwill fooner wearie proude 
aflećtions, then a quick fpurre vpon a plaine 
ground, it willperhappesappeare to thofe 
that are mofl note > and haftie vpon the 
point of reuenge, by that time Wee haue 
fupplied olde cenfures with new penaltiesJ 
wherethe verie fetter of the La w falls fhon- 
ithadbeene better forthem tohaue borne 
theraihe imputations ofgreene wits, that 
willbee fatiffied by nothing but the fword, 
then the graue ludgements of Superiouisÿ 
that in comparifon of the preiudice, which 
thecommon peace of the Kingdome may 
fuftaine by conniuencie>(in cafe thefê bra ne­

ues
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nes were permitted topafle freely, without 
checke or oppofition) make final account of 
thofe high figures that are raifed out of fan» 
tafie.

*J*He  frequencieofFrawfallingout dai- 
x lywith greater mifchiefe tothe Com- 

mon vvealth, then theTbnnder-bolts, which 
as the Poets obferue wcl> affright more then 
they kil,déclarés how little good is wrought 
by ordinary proceedings againft quarrels, 
which are onely viêd as it were of courfè. 
It may be that iharper ingrédients may foo. 
nerheale old Vlcers : Diagredion will worke 
when Manno^ failes j malice may be tempe*  
redjbut it cannot be more inflamed; And as 
a wife man hath obfêrued pertinently to 
this point, Quos non amorjimor corri*  

*p He skil ofgouernment doth more con­
fié in preuenting harmes , M ommno 

continrent, then in taxing them Poftquam 
contigerint. For though both cautions bee 
equally expedient in their degrees to the
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policie ofStaío, yet the forecafting part 
doeth beíl exprefle the iudgement,care and 
induíhie of the perfon that commands; and 
expérience doeth further proue} that effećfs 
oř rigour without préparations by wit, like 
the bubbles which ^jÿa/Mwbeheld in 2^7- 
Z/zď, are more windie then durable.

■ .1.,,.. ..'T «.!-,■ .«/■ f. i»V\J ■ ' í--. / ! . . • ’ :

wEethereforedefiring and intending 
' ’ v to cüt off the caufes of fuch quarrels 
as didurbe the Peace and quiet of the land, 
by the benefit whereof, the Subieét fits hap- 
pily vnder the fhade of his owne trees, pref» 
íing many brables to íharpe trials by the 
fword , thatmight eaííly hauebeeneheard, 
and ended by a íáfer meane, doe fiiff ob- 
íerue out ofexperience, that the very natu- 
rallandkindly.feeds ofquarrels, commonly 
brought to the bloodie iffue, are fuch iniu. 
nes,aspurpofely,and not by chance or acci­
dent , touch the perfon or the réputation of 
onp.that ftands.:çonfidently in the defence of 
his owne worth, branchinz from this bitter 
root,into as many fundry kindes and heads, 
as the ordinary cóuerfation of commerce of

by ■ j- 4’ Subieds
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Subieâsto tins waightie Crowne, aťeable 
to aífoordgrounds and motiues of diíčour? 
tede.

^P'yZ' arc not ignorant how futable 
V and proper itis to theMaiedie and

prerogatiue of Kings, that acknowledge no 
Superiour but Godonly,to direći and com- 
mand whatis expedient for timeprefent,out 
of the grounds oftheir iudgements,without 
asking voices, or adoording ípeciall reaíons 
for the care of euery inconuenience that 
may occurre : for otherwiíe it might happen 
oftentimes that the fault would be commit-
ted before the prohibition were fent,and the 
miíchiefe doně, before the penaltie were 
knowen : fo as Ipfa ^espabUcaalipiid caperet 
de triment i, the maine S tare of the Common 
Wealth it felfe íhould fudeme fome preju­
dice. The Subieéis are prefumedtohaue 
put the Soueraignes in trud at their firft 
Eleáion3andtheirSucceflors, with the care 
of ílopping any prefent miíchiefe that is 
likely to breake out, before the three States, 
of the Kingdome can be either formally af- 
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fembled, or také leafure to confult. But yet 
Wee haue benepleaied fora bettet earneft 
andimpreftof Our owne gracious intent, 
to fatisfie the moftcurious conceits of thofe 
that take pleafure to ihread Quarreis into 
mites,to fet downe feuerall Correäions and 
Chaftifements for thefe Offences that breed 
Quarreis moft abundantly in thefe carping 
dayes, asreafon may bee rather thought to 
haue bene Our Guide, then Pafsion Our 
Soliciter.

npOuching the maine point, itis euident 
x that Wrongs,whichaie thegrounds of 

Quarreis, are either förbaä} that is , when 
one Gentleman accuíéth another of fome 
diihoneft fad, orgiuestheLye: or 
vnder which Head may bee comprifed, 
Blowes, Stripes, or Hurts in all degrees, 
though they differ in proportion j and be- 
fide all fcornefull loôkes,ades, or figures, 
that implie contempt,all Libelspubliihed in 
any fort to the difgrace of any Gentleman, 
or any perfon, whom that Gentleman is 
bound in crédité to defend, as himfelfe : for

all



wEe acknowledge with the learned 
in the Ciuill Law, that the World 

containes more things then can beefitted 
with proper termes,and doe likewife holde it 
a thing almoft vnpofsible to applie to enery 
groundof quarrell betweene Gentlemen, a 
certaine and particular receit for eure in that 
particular offence : The befŁ courte will bee 
firft toprouidefor thofe that chiefly fali into 
the praćhfe ot the time, leauing the genera- 
litie of occurrents and accidents,to that rule 
öf reafon , which applies it felfemoft aptly 
and agreeably to ail termes and figures.

ErbaU wrongs exprefled by reprochfull 
termes, whither they be fpoken to the 

parties face, that is depraued,or behindehis 
backe, breed ill concerts in fłanders by, be- 
fides the deepe difgrace, which he fuftaines 
by foule afperfions vpon faire grounds. For 
by this meane all men may bee robbed of 

that 
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ail thefe trench as deepely into réputation, 
as the ftabbe it feite doeth into a man that 
efteemes Honour.
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thaï réputation, which as a 'Birth right they 
brought with them into the World, and cah- 
not forfait nor forgoe, without fomeaćte 
doneby themfeluesvnworthily. The words 
or termes by which tuen may receaue dil- 
grace,arein number too many, andin na­
ture too different, to be comprifed in a Lift : 
but thisrule neitherfailethin the point of 
fcandall,nor the proofe offcorne,that wher- 
infoeuer réputation is agreeued, though it 
be but in the weight of one graine, it ought 
to be repaired, and as much reftored>as hadr 
beene diminiihed.

wEe therefore, whom it chiefly con- 
T cernes to bruife the feedes of Quar» 

reis in the bud , before they corne to beare 
thofe bitter fruits that are euergatheredin 
dormes, and are contented to value mo- 
tiues of this nature, radier as they are eftee- 
med in refpećt of Honour, then as by their 
lawfull weight they are in deed, doe charge 
and command, Firft, the Lords in Com- 
mifsion , and then the Lords Lieutenants 
and their Deputies in their feuerali Pre- 

cinfts, 
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cinds, That fo ibone as they can take no­
tice olany fuch reprochfull terme Jet ilip, as 
in likelihood,withoutpreuention, may raile 
a Quarrell betweene perlons fenfitiue ofin­
jurie, and tender of tbeir good names, they 
commit the partie thus ofiènding, either to 
his owne houle or chamber, only in refpcćł 
ofdifôbedience to Our prohibition ; leauing 
him befide to the difcretron of the Lords 
Commifsioners, for fo much as belongs to 
the parties fatilfaâion that was wounded by 
this difcourtelîe, according to the rules and 
formes, which vpon likeoccalîons, afwell 
within Our Kingdome, as in lorraine Suites 
are vfuall,befoie he be fet at fîill libertic. For 
it is true, that this imali infiniment the 
Timgiiepn the body ofaman,beingkeptin 
tune by the wreftof awe, preuents many 
fearefull accidents that are apt to ipringout 
of negleâ of dildpline.

wEe holde not any man excufable in 
thiscafe, thatoffersto makeproofe 

ofthat afperfion, which he cafieth vpon an- 
other mans réputation in rage : for bee the 

G matter 
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matter true or fallest cannotbedenied,that 
this maner of proceeding leaues a deepe 
imprefsion , before due proofe bee made. 
That Sophiß was not fuflerable in the Com­
monwealth of Athens, that held it lawfull for 
an enemie at all times^Criminariaudailer^ut 
aliquid hœreat ; and Realen prouides remé­
diés for thofe onely that are realbnable. Ei- 
ther the matter deferues not to be ipoken of 
at all in any fort, becaufe it is vntrue ; or not 
inthisfort, becaufeit isturbulent. Forno­
thing flies more fwiftly , nothing finckes 
more deepely, nothing ípreads more wide« 
ly, then the flanders that emblemifh any 
mans good name ; and wbich is worft ofall, 
though Confidence and Trueth prefle any 
man that is Religions, to confefle an errour 
when the fault is found, yet lies it not in him 
to purge the fcandalous imprefsion of other 
mens conceits ; which, betweene the time 
of Errour and acknowledgement , finde a 
large fpace wherein to multiply. But Our 
end is, to fupprefle thefe motiues to conten­
tion, which are vrged as iuft grounds of the 
pretended Libcrtie.

The
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He firft foule word,vpon which a quar- 
rell is begunne, whether the aniwere 

leape ar the firił bound to the lye, or a blow 
bec deait, and that blow produce a Chal­
lenge,or choler breake abrupdy into Chal­
lenge at the very firft, as it happens often- 
times, becauie theproperty of diftemper is 
toconfound ail dealings, and put cuftome 
out of courfe,ought to bepunifhed both for 
it felfe,and in it felfe ab orgine. The Saxons 
laid a fine ot fiue fhillings, as appeares by 
Antiquitie,vpon euery one, thatvnciuilly 
mifgreeted his countreyman. In Spaine 
^mhombrediflinguado, a man that víethill 
language , out of the libertie or the loofe- 
nefle,according to his ranke,is either whip*  
ped in the open ftreetes, or fent to the Gal- 
lies, or (holding the part of a Gentleman) 
called to the next barre of publike luftice, to 
the place of com plaint for this inhumanicie. 
Befide, it is very worthy obferuation, that 
the king oiSpaine doth neuer remit the pe- 
naltie fet downe for iatiffaction, to the 
wroog that any Gentleman receiues to dif 
honour. The firft reprochfulhearme, quod

G 2 dat



’T’ Ouching the fécond brauch of rverbaïl 
iniuriescomprifedvnder thc giuing of 

the Łye, though We are not ignorant,that 
among the Romanes that are worthily re- 
puted the pureft and bei! Interpreters of 
allwords that originally are drawen from 
themfelues,the Lyc was thought to bee no 
other then an earneft négation ofa hold af­
firmation, as may appeare by that the <Se*  
nators theæfelues did often, as their owne

Hifio-
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ť/dt^pag^.whichgiues the very life and 
beeing to a Quarrell, at this day is ray- 
fedboth in Fraunce, and in the Àrchdttkes 
Dominions, to fo high a rate , when Origi- 
nais corne to be examinée!, as in comparifbn 
ofthofe, Our cenfures areconceiued to bee 
but Flea-bitings. Thefe fharpe wayes of 
proceeding^bring foorth one notable eflcćt, 
that rarely in íéuen yeeres a man (hall heare 
in SpMneto( the pafsing of any fach reproch- 
full word or accufation betweene perfansof 
good fort, that may prouoke them to thefe 
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Hiftories déclaré, interchange this teamie 
without dilpleaiûre, as a word of courfe; 
Though malice it felfe hath beene forced to 
corrupt the very nature of the word,by ma- 
kingthisww«tiri, and contra mentem ire, to 
bee one; as if it were not enough to bee vn- 
manerly , vnleffe he were in like fort an hy­
pocrite : Though the lye it felfe admit qua­
lification in fiindrie cafés, and vpon very 
prégnant circuinftances, according to the 
grounds of the DueHors themfelues,which 
the Lordes in Commiffion doe dilfinguifh 
properly : Though Snakesmay be couched 
in mens bofomes without hazzard, if their 
teeth bee firft plucked out : yet, fince the 
Word hath wrought it felfe, par tly by error, 
and partly by time, into that conceit of hor» 
rour,whichmooues Gentlemen well borne, 
rather to endure the racke , then the re­
procha We likewiiê giuing way to the pow*  
erfüll current of preicription, haue beene 
pleaiédinOurpunifhments, to ranke this 
witbthehigheft ruer bail wrongsjexpeéfing 
till time, warned and reformed by meane ac­
cidents, for fo much as concernes the pro-

G 3 pertie



5°
perde and nature of the word it felfe, weare 
out that high creft, that is rayfed vpon im- 
prefsions of credulitie.

VVHereioreleaumg the Lords in Com- 
’ ’ miision, &c. to the bel! vie of their 

owne difcreete endeauours , in diuifing 
meanes to fatisfie the pavty thatis wounded 
bythe giuingof the Lye: Our pleafureis, 
that, to repaire the wrong donc to Our 
place and power by this Contempt, who- 
iôeuer ftandes conuiâed thereof in the 
prefenceof the Commifsioners, the Lordes 
Lieutenants, or their Deputies, byprooie 
iuffiçientjbe prefen tly committed to priion; 
and that he be not fuffercd to départ out of 
duranccjbeforehe (hall acknowledge,both 
an erreur in his iudgement, and a breachin 
duetie, in vpbraiding any man with that 
vnciuill tearme, whichOur tender caution 
hathvery fharpely probibited. Hee ihall 
alfo aske forgiuenefle ofhis fault, in prefence 
ofthe Lords &c.and tenounce thatintereft, 
which men claime in thefe daies,in righting 
themfelues bythe fury, ofthe Sword, when 

luilice, 



luílice, either MarfbĄot Qiuill&x both,pro- 
aides withlb great tendernefle for their in- 
dempnitie. The fcope of Honour is not to 
rétamé the réputation of another per ion in 
our band, by feeking to recouer lawfully 
what is our owne. luflice abhorres oddes, 
and Nature her felfe, holding the beame of 
the Ballance ftreightand vpright, as theP/?i- 
lofophers affirme, Maximèldtaturaqualibus. 
This duetie being yeelded to the publique 
Zw/Zireofthe Kingdome^^ which afwell Ort 
dine as Poteftate, ought to précédé ail pri- 
uate ends,the Lords may worke hard met­
tais into ciuill formes at greater eafej after 
the fire ofcorredion hath made them pliant 
to the ftroke of the hämmer,the wheeles wil 
be put in order, that were abfolutely out of 
trame; & they that décidé the point, weigh- 
ing caref ully and precifely , not by pounds, 
but by graines>themotiueofthe diftempér, 
may better vnderftand with what abate- 
ment or adùantage to repay the principal!.

''J""O iiching the firft branch of aćtuall of- 
fences by Blowes with the hand, Stripes 

with 



wirha rod, Bruifes with a’cudgell, ffabbes 
with a Dagger,or hurts with a Rapier, Our 
purpofe is out of thefenlé of Honour, to 
extend Ourpuniihmentas far aboue tholê 
ordinary degrees, which are now in vfe,as 
thefaéřsthemfelues exceede ail humanity, 
For though the différences betweene grea- 
ter and leffer occafions and motiues cannot 
bee denied,and the Ciliilians diftinguifh by 
their Lawesbetweene Blowes that finart,or 
finartnot; yet fince that lêorne holdes a 
Gentleman well borne, and lutably beha- 
ued,worchy the chaftilêment ofa dog, this 
onely refpeâ ought to bee preferred to the 
finart that is fèlt by die lênfes.

"XX7Herfore,thoughOur purpofebe,as 
¥ ¥ hathbeneipecifiedjtoleauepropor- 

lions and degrees oflâtisfaâion fór wrongs 
to the caution and temper of the Lordes, 
when they corne to reconcile the parties vp- 
on conditions that are at warre $ yet appre- 
hending how great hazard maygrowe by 
thefedi/gracefulla&esco the State it felfe, 
4o offen as they light vpon perlons that are 

powerfull 



powerfujl in their owne Countries,fhorg in 
parne and alliance, or en .ploy ed in d aige, 
incafètheQuarrellipreadby taking holde 
ot afledtons that are futablejcalling to tnind 
alto the combufhon of many forrain States 
vpon the like occafions, either negleéled or 
countenanced,We refolne in this otîence by 
blowes,as in the other côming vpon words, 
to puniih the breach of Order betöre 
wrongs to réputation, which is to feeke a 
lawfull and iuft remedie, when Contempts 
haue bene duely confidered,and ceníured.

Vr pleafure therefore is, that ail of- 
fenders in this kmde, that fhall be con- 

uided orderly betöre the I or des, the Lieu­
tenants,&c. either by the ftrength of Wit- 
neffes, orby their owneconfefsion, ofilri- 
kinghaflilyfor any other caufe, then their 
owne defence vpon aflault, fnall inftantly, 
and betöre the Lordes take any courte for 
recon Jlement ot them, be commitred to 
pnfon j to the end> that during this titre of 
breathing and refpiring, they may learne, 
that Princes remit notaâions oiprelump-
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tion and contemptat the will of their Sub- 
iećts, that are oftentimes as eafily appea- 
fed, as they were at the firft caufeleily kin« 
dled.

TTmooues Vslittle,that fo many as are 
raih and violent in the profecu tion of re- 

uenge,would holde the rime to bee tedious 
and long, for fo ilight a faul ras this is recko- 
ned and efteemed among them. For it is 
proper to Delinquents in all kindes,to com- 
plaine of luftice, and exclaime, \\ke Hercules 
in fury,againft theheauineffeof a correâing 
hand t but Our fcope beeing rather to pre- 
ferue life then pleaie conceit j & to fuppi efle 
outrage, that fets the fharpeft edge vpon 
the firft aduantage,We refolue both to taxe 
and totouch accordinglv.

Vr pleafure likewife is, that, in cafe the 
partie thus prouokmg and offending, 

neuer were of the Commiiśion ofthe peace, 
before the faći committed,he be perempto- 
rily difabled from being put in for the fpace 
offeucnyeeresnextenfuing, vpon notice, 

both
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hoch of the Conuićlion , and the2^fwgj im- 
Seafure, deliuered by the Lords once 

o the Lord Chancellow for the time
being : but if at the time of the Contempt 
he were of the Teace, vpon like notice from 
the Lords, let him be remoued and put out 
inftantly.

T7 Vrthermore*all  perforis thus committed 
x and difgraced , in the end of their Re- 
ftraint Lhali not be fet free, before they haue 
acknowledged their offence at the Q)uncill 
‘Board, for breaking the Kings Ordinance, 
notwithftanding any colour of regarding 
theirownecrédité morethenLife, ihatcu- 
ftome or conftruâion can pretend for their 
indempnitie. For firft they ftrike thofe, 
whom by no lawtull right they can com- 
maund : They brand a Gentleman in the 
forehead with a marke of ihame, that can- 
not be eaiîly repaired, as a word that pafleth 
with the wind : They prouoke anger aboue 
patience : They ftop the courfe of common 
luftice, that deales equally with all: They 
take the Sycord out ofOur handjThey fore.
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ftall by outrage the víuall and la wfull meane 
for rccouerie.

-, . :■ i bwJ OÎ ■ ■■ ■ ' 'h

’ His Striker fhall condemne vnder his 
ownehand, beiore heebe fuffered to 

dépare ont of reftraint, that lancie Paradox, 
winch giues liberty to Gentlemen with their 
owne Swords to reuenge wrongs doně to 
themleiües. Fie lhali further promile ío- 
lemnly berore the Lords, neuer to oftend 
vpon the like occalion, in the like contempt. 
Hee íhall be bound to the good Behauiour 
daring the Ipace of the next fixe Moneths 
that enfue, and during the fame terme like- 
Wifeabltaine from Our Court, and from all 
places w herc the Queene our deareflSpoufe, 
and the Práce Our deareft Sonne lhali hap­
pen to refide. For it is true that Palaces of 
this qnalitie,íhoiild raiher ferne for (o many 
Sanftudrits to diítrefled SubieSts that en­
dure wrong, then réceptacles or retraits for 
perfons of vaftayed iudgement,that öfter it. 
Laftof ail, Wee leaue rhe perlon thatwas 
hurt or ftncken, to the beneftt ofhis Aftion 
of Batterie at the Common Laso , wich a

mea-
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meaning,that Our Genfures be reputed ra- 
thercMWw/^ż^jthenjjri«^^ , of any law- 
ful helpe that Ittftice yeelds,vnlefie theLords 
cari deuife by their difcrenon at tlïe clean- 
fingofthe wound, to purge ail moriues that 
may caufe it by iucceeding accidents, ( that 
rancie and venue} to breane outagaine.

AJ Oreouer, thoughit be crue, thàtthe 
x tripof afoot, thé thruft ofanelbow, 

the makmg witli the moütb 01 hand an vn- 
ciuilllimie, doe neither bruiíe the bone, nor 
maimetheparts; yet, fince the malice , the 

"difgrace , and icorne in thçfethings doefô 
farre exceed , the faâ it felfe (exprefsing 
the bafe reckoning, which they that öfter 
thefe contempts, make of the perfonvpon 
which they braue them, ) is to be taxed and 
correfted by theLords vpon like termes .,and 
withlike feueritie ; prefuming, thatwhen 
they, that are moft apt to inueigh againft 
allkinds ofcorreftion thatftay pafsion,tear- 
mingboid offencespettie treipafles, tothis 
end onely, that they may keepe euer in their 
owne hand a difpenfation to deale blowcs
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attheir owne pleafure, without any checke 
as they lift, ihall finde the iàine Proporti­
ons and courfes of proceeding to he put in 
praftife at this day in forraine Qmrts, they 
wil confefle, that neirher Our directions an 
he oppofed without contempt,nor their po- 
fitions granted without Anarchie,

'“JT Hus hauing laboured and endeuoured 
with all induftry and prouidence to pre- 

uent the bloody execution of endlefle ma­
lice in the Field,by giuing timely iatisfaćiion 
to the motiues and occafions,by reprochfull 
words, bythe grolle terme of the Lie it felfe 
(as in our daies it is in vfe) by blowes,fti ipes, 
ftabbes, hurts , bruifes, libels, difgracefull 
figues, &c. which commonly produce the 
greateft Quarreis of the time ; fo as from 
hencefoorth,neither Our part for difcourage- 
mentf nor that which appertameth to the 
diligence and vnderftanding of the Lords 
for reconcilement, can bee wanting for an 
end ot Quarreis, as they happen to breake 
foorth : It now remaines, that Weeproceed 
with like caution and tendernes, to the fup- 
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prefsion of all bloodie Challenges, to fingle 
Fightsintothefield, the fatall center, vpon 
which the lines of pafsion and leuitie, \n ith- 
out due circumfpeďion and care doe light. 
For thus we fihall be better armed, and pre- 
pared to make anfwere in the dreadfull day 
at the higeft barre, and betöre the higheft 
I udge, Vbi neminem Del (jraßi accufabit inni*  
âiafvel Antonij defendet eloquentia.

TLJ Ow abfurd a Paradox it is, to fuffer 
Subieétsjhac are borne to their Prince 

and countrey more then to themfelues, and 
haue no right of intereft to dilpofe fo much 
as oftheir owne liues, which is lelFc then to 
callvp their fellowes to the fword without 
leaue,tomake their own eledions thus ab- 
folute within the Spbeare of limited andcon- 
fined fcopes ; the Tbilofopbers themfelues 
haue befl expreffed in the figure ofa Camp, 
which Pari in parem imperium non dat, which 
giues to no man any right or intereft aboue 
thoiê tha< are equall ia the famé degree.nor 
ío much freedome as to ihitt a ftanding, 
or to conteh with an Oppofite.

The
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He grounds afwell of Nątural, as of Le» 
gali Luiłięe,are tound euer to be equally 

and, vniformly vpon mis certaine point,that 
faustadion befutable in wcight & nieafure 
toghe wrong, whereofthe party grieued, 
findš luft caule and reafon to complaine;but 
ifwee fee thatthis proportion cannot pofsi- 
bly be kept, where fwords eut out fatisïàâiô 
by rage, & not by rule; it followes that thefe 
Challenges agréé neither with the lufiiee 
which the Lawes of Nature,nor Lawespofi- 
tiueprefcribe;and therefore it were good to 
marke what compafle cardes them.For fan» 
tafie encouraged by pafsion, and fwayed 
by précipitation, cannot bee properly coni-, 
paredwith the Signe of Libra in the Zq~ 
diacke, which,as the Skarfe and Cin&ure of 
the wprld,diuides not,as the other doth, by 
Degrees equally.

_■ . . . ... riJ T is true that in peftilent and contagions 
Feuers, they thatprofeilePhificke , hold 

it foinedmes neceflary, for the coçling and 
clearing of the blood , to open the Liner 
vaine,euen adanimi deliquium lothefaintiug.

of
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of the Spirits, as they may doe without dan­
ger or offence, fo long as they may flop the 
current when they will. But the cafe is har- 
der where the bloodiíTuesby thepinte, not 
by the ounce,and moreoften,2)o«ec efflaat, 
quam deficlat ammd-j. îfyro madę fuch a de- 
iperate experiment vpon learned Seneca his 
owne faithfull and worthy Schoolemafter. 
But it is certainenow, that befide the fâtifîà- 
čtion which our onelySauwur yeelded by the 
price ineftimable of His owne Blood foť His 
Fathers wrath, befide a fécond kindeof ía- 
tifiadion,yvhich theLaWe takés to the lu- 
ftice of it felfe, by which the Subieét liues, 
and thefatisfaélion which the ficke Patient 
defires inhotedifeafesforabatement of di- 
ftemper, luftice treateth of no other remé­
dié nor kinde, neither can any man that 
takés blood by any other couríe, endehis 
life, as 'Balam wifhed, Morteiuftorwn,or de- 
uife, Vt fint nouißima iUius horum fimilia_>. 
Wherfore fince it is certain, that Sanguis cla*  
mat, Blood cryes,let ail thofè, that defire ío 
feruently the keeping of this vent open by 
the piercingof a veine, aífure themfelues,

I - that
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that either in their own time their owne per- 
fons, or in fucceeding times their ofl-fpring, 
or in that time which is beyond that which 
the Greekscaïï Paulo poftfuturum, (withouta 
co rdiall and true repentance)fhall pay for it.

*T*  He Duellors apprehendingoutof Wit, 
together with the feare (wherein they 

liue } of eternail Wrath > for killing men in 
fuch a männer, as Gods holy Lawes ab­
horre , and yet aduifing all men, that are 
once ingaged in a Quarrell, to gine oucr be- 
fore theydrawe blood, trauerfe themaine 
poynt, by aduifing all Gentlemen, that mes t 
with the enemy by appoyntment in the 
Field, by drawing of their Swords, to fall 
downehumbly vpon their knecs, and pro- 
teftearneftlytoGodjthat defire to deiend 
Honor,rather then to kil,hath drawen them 
to this deiperate exeremitie, which would 
make Her aclit m laugh, that neuer laughed 
inhis life before , in cafe he were an eye wit- 
nefle of the fuccefle that followes. For fup- 
pofing that a man out of aweand feare of 
iudgement, atthefirft ihould fight iowa- 

rily,



rily, as the ftanders by might imagine a 
defire rather to hurt lightly then to kill, fee- 
king to receiuecleare iatisfaćtion by weight 
and meafure,for the wrong which he recei- 
ued,and no more: but as the fight goes 
forward, malice increafing by the preflure 
ofreuenge, nature moouing all men be- 
twene two defperate extremes, to ipeede 
another, rather then tobe fped by another: 
and no meane couríé comming into choice 
betweene defire of killing, and prouifionall 
regard not to bee killed, thirft of reuenge 
drinkesvp the former vowe of abftinence, 
Charitas ordinaria a feipfa indpit, and the 
curfe of Towjrfi is commonly the fcope of 
defires and endeauours on bothfides, Je 
Janguine[atient.

’T’ He point which feemeth moftabfurd, is 
A a fiat impofsibilifie for him thataduen*  

tures Soule and Body, to atchieue his owne 
ende by this aft. For howfoeuer it be daily 
feene , that vpon a cjueftion of taft , one 
Gentleman that is accufed of vntrueth, calls 
another into the field of fet purpofe to cleare
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the charge, yetno touchcanbee more de- 
ceitłull in this triall then the Sword,fince he 
thatis tnoft cleare doeth ofcen perifh. For 
Ç o D , whofe ludgements, afiions and 
purpoiês are infcrurable, will not bee tied 
like mortall men to fecondary meanes : and 
this age ought to follow Reafons , without 
refpećt to Miracles. G o d may, when it 
ihall ieeme good to his heauenly wifedome 
in defence otTrueth, fupport weake Dauid 
againfi Pbiliïtim ■> but hereof seither rule 
nor certaintie can be fet down. For by ordi- 
narie experience it happens, that the firon- 
gefi limmeSjthe cleaneft breath,the greateft 
skill, the fitteft meanes, are inftruments of 
Viâorie, howfoeuer the true fiate of the 
caufe in queftion be right or wrong:becaufe 
itholdsnot ^ątione caufœ effefti, wich 
thofe efièfis that follow.

Herefore , leauing to the Lordes in 
Commifsion ail iàtisfaûions for

braueriesinpreífingCWewgří, for fo much 
as concernes the reconciling and compoun- 
ding part, according to the meafure that 

hath
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hath bene kept in other things before, ac*  
cording to the reafons and proportions of 
their owne Rules, Our purpote is to prp- 
ceed orderly with the deterringand corre- 
&ing part, vvhich properly belongeth to 
Oui (RegaUprovidence} leauing the Lords 
as before, to the beft vfe that may be made 
by their difcretions and obteruations, ac*  
cordingto the matter, alter circumftances 
haue bene throughly examined andripped 
vp by degrees, rill the tending or perfor­
ming of the (Jjdliengext felfe, which highly 
wrongs hoch the Common luiłice of the 
State-» and Vs. For bythe RuleofG od s 
eternall Law, latiflaćhon to priuate quar- 
rels and exceptions, cornes after puniih- 
ment.

Th Or triall of the maine point^after Gentle­
men haue agreed to try the Quarrell by 

their Swords in the Field, itis conhderable 
whether both of them bee flaine or neither. 
Forineucry oneof thete, the diueriitie of 
Degrees drawes in likewite a great diffé­
rence betweene the courtes that are to be 
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obferued by the Lords, and their Deputies. 
Touching the partie flaine after Challenge i n 
cold blood by fingle Fight, in defpite of 
Our decree, orin caie the match conflit of 
many, touching all thoiê that are flaine, 
Our part is onely to leauethem to thelu- 
fticeor Mercy of their EternaMudge ; who 
knowingbeftthefecretsof mens thoughts, 
the difpofitions of their mindes, and the 
qualitieof theirrepentances, whetherthey 
were cordiall out of the root of Loue, or 
feruile out of the ground of Feare, accor- 
ding to the depth of his Diuine Wifedome, 
can beft diftinguifh of the diuerfitie. 
Though it be true, that Gods Mercies ftir- 
mountallhis Workes, yetitisastrue, that 
Inquoßatu quifque moritur in eodem iudicabi» 
tury and likewiíé one may aiwell prefume 
too rauch, as feare too rauch, accordingto 
the meaiure of their owne affećtions, and 
the ludgement which theymake withouta 
warrant. This onely Wee comraand, That 
vnlefle iûffïcient proofe bee made by wit- 
nefles, in the behälfe of thofe that in the 
Quarrell happen to be flaine, firft for their

true 



true contrition in refped oftheiroffenceto 
G o D, and then of their Religions Charitie 
ïn forgiuing him that did the deed, they be 
interred in no Church , Chappell , nor 
Churchyard. For ro fpeake trueth, What 
reafon hath the Spoufe of Chrifl ,toreceiue 
into herbolome thofe vnkinde fonnes after 
they are dead,that in this life fcorned her di- 
redions, pugnauerunt contra Ulam, and 
foughtagainiłHer, as fhe complaineth ont 
of the very griefe and vexation of vnkind- 
nefle in the Canücles.

ç -■ ' r* j • ’ • j : :
Tp Hepartiechatkils, if he efêape withLife 

outof theField, fhali be broughtbya 
courfe of Ordinarie proceeding, without 
difpenfation or conniuencie to the Common 
'Barre for triai! of the rad, and for a gréa- 
terdifconragement of ail men thatpreferre 
their payions to Ciuilldueties. Wedoelike- 
wifeproteft and promife vpon the Word of 
a King, That We will neuer by the ftrength 
and vertue of Our ^oyallprerogatiue, grant 
to an y fuch ofFender, any pardon for his life, 
orany Leafê forlife, noranyotherkindof 

grace



d8
grace or fauour, that may put Aduenturers 
into the leaft hope of life,breaking ail bonds 
of \Iußice and Ciuill conuerfâtion thus wil- 
fully. For howfoeuer fome out of their paf- 
iîon and pride, will not confefle that kind of 
flaughtertobe^^/ZMwtZws that iscom- 
mitted after the Challenge hath bene lent in 
cold blood, without either treacherous ad- 
uantage,or indireâproceeding in the Field; 
Yet all Lawes both 'Diuine and Humanere» 
folue otherwife,fo ofren as Life isdeftroyed, 
both inthatmaner, and byfuch aminifter 
as cannot bee iuftified. The right which 
luflice affoords to men that being hardly 
and extremely prefled , oftentimes kill o- 
thers in their owne defence , auailes not 
C^4//ř»gerjthatfeekeQnarrels out ofa kind 
ofluftinefle. For aćts done in thismaner, 
diffex no leihe in condition and kinde from 
others, which inftant danger, and defire ra- 
ther to repell then to oöer wrong extorts, 
then confideration from pafsion , choifc 
from conftraint, and necefsiue from teme- 
ritie.

Ui - •' • ■ . - : ■ t. ! : The
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řJ'*  He late ErewhKing, finding the names 
* of many thoufandsof his Sybieéts in a 

bloudie Lift, thathad beneflaine fince the 
peace of in fingle fight after thefě
brauingC^&wgťj, acknowlędged hisowne 
facilrtie in gran ting pardons for thefè mur- 
thers, tohauebeene a great caufeof encou*  
raging animofitie, withhope ofimpnnitie. 
Forwhat crime dare not men in pafsion at- 
tempt or vndertake, while luftice fleepes, 
and Princes wincke : And hereupon that 
íharpe Editi was publííhed, that put a great 
deale oí water in to their winę, and by feue*  
ritie fupprefied rage. For to forbeare a wo- 
cent is aneffed of as great iniuftice, as to pu­
li ifh an innocent. The life of him that kils,by 
Go D s owne Lawę muk fuffer. Princes 
ought not to blefie thofe whom G o d doth 
curie. lufiice ietteth fnares for the feete of 
menthatare fwiftin fhedding bloud , and 
pietie hath well obferued, That thofe Kings 
haue feldome beene brought drie to their 
graues, that in iparing wilfull murtheis, 
haueaffećted to bee counted mercifull. For
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thisisthat crudelitasparcens which no Reli­
gions conicience can iuftifie.

'T' Hofe ieruants of Ours,thät by the right 
oftheir places offer Pardons oftentimes 

vnder the pretext otManflaughter to be lig- 
nedby Our hand , can beft witnefle with 
what curioiitie and tendernefle ot conici- 
ence We feeke to beenformed of the trne 
date of the caufe, for feare left murther 
might betnasked vnder cunningvailes : be- 
caufe outrage is iometimes efteemed forti- 
tude^ndPhilofopbers obieruerightly, Vtcina 
eße rvitid-, <virtutibtM. They know with 
whatmiftruft and iealoufie We drawbacke 
Our hand, before Our coniciencebe certi*  
fied by the report of thofe Indices before 
whom themaine caufe was tryed. They are 
likewife acquainted with Our exceptions 
to Pardons of ail forts of Offenders, recoir- 
mended by Certifiâtes andhands, before 
the délinquant haue receiued Triall by the 
ordinarie coude of Lawę. For fuch is the 
boldnesofmany fhifters inthefe dayès, as 
toredeemethelifeof an Allie, a friend or 

feruant 



feruant in defpite of luftice, pietie, and con*  
fcience, they fticke not to aduenture Soules 
and réputations,as We haue reafon to feare 
vpon all fuch occafions, leh Our good mea- 
ning bee abuled in the right fcope of Our 
elemencie«

T> Y two meanesonelyit is poffible for a 
Gentleman, thathathflainehis enemy 

by fight hand to hand in the Field,to efcape 
the fatall Sentence of death inflióled by the 
lufticeof theLaw: That is, eitherbyOur 
^0) all Pardon,or by thepraćfife of his owne 
friends, and allies, in corrupting the pure 
fountainesof luftice it felfe in their heades 
and Originals, by their flie trickes andinter- 
medlings. Wherefore as to thefirft, Wee 
haueproteftedjWbat byGoDS graceWee 
will faithfully and vnchangeably performe, 
leauing alldelinquentsin this highDegree, 
to the ftrićt lerter of the Law, with thisad- 
iunćt, That whofpeuer fues for any fuch, 
íhall tafte of Our dÜplea fur e, as the qualitie 
of the prefumption deferues; io doe Wee 
likewife charge all thofe of Our Priuy Coun-
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cd^bíOurNobilide^all attmUntson Our 
^ydl-Pwßft'by Offices m Ol dinary, or o 
thorwifc,& all othe-r S hbie&s of whadoener 
quàkty or rànckc, to abftaine from preffing 
Vsför the Pardons of fochlïieDelinquents, 
as Gods law draggeth from the very homes 
of the jiltar to the place of execution, with- 
out diftinguifhing the poynts that rouch 
réputation, fromoïhermotiuesof Ofienccs 
that bree-d enmitio.

TT ftandeth Vs in hand,withipcedy expe- 
■dirion and refolution, to make vp this 

breachof lüftice, which hadibeenelong a 
very perillous InJet to the lofle .of many 
gallant Gentlemen, whofe hues inaâions 
£more worthy of'their hazard ) would haue 
bene ofgreater vie to the Common wealth : 
Sinceitis cleare, that many haue aduentu- 
fed too ferre vponfecretconfidence in the 
crédité of fome perfons deepely intereflèd 
inOur gracious concerte, making therein 
Our elemencie, to bee liather a réceptacle for 
malefa&ours, then a feourge of inhumant- 
tic. But thefe are not thebladders that can 

make



make meafwíname thaï baue bsauy heads. 
For tbey wili üudfrom tins limę forward, 
tliat their aymes will erre, dien hopes 
will quaile, Łbofe whięhtheyaccounttobeę 
their iureił Anchors will corne fhprt home; 
and thaï for chale chat flaall bee found to 
haue oftended in tlxis hind alter fortie daies, 
beginning from the publication of Our 
pleafure, tanquMWohmtariè peccantibus ho­
jila non seit rcliquo-., Vpon this r cfolution, 
W-ee haue heereby engaged Our word, 
which is the Word of aKing, confiant both 
to His Honour and His Promife ; holding 
it more houourable3moreiuft,and fafe,botb 
for the Soueraigne and Subiećt, to brand 
oöendersin the lorehead with tbeCharaäer 
of implacable indignation , whom neither 
Religion towards God, nor obedience to 
Lawes and Magillrates, can bound within 
the limits of humanityJeauing the blood of 
offenders on their owne heades,then by de*  
fault or négligence to drawe the wrath of 
God vpon Vs and Our Pofteriiie : bec auie 
theluftice of God will be iatiffied.

K 3 Thus
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Hus hauing put ali perlons that pre- 
fume too faire vpon cauflefie Jemency, 

from their fureít holde ; Our next care muft 
bee to prouide,thatpraâife in the Counties, 
bythe fleightsand trickes of inftruments, 
fuborned by the friends and allies of the de- 
linquent.drawen into danger of theLaw by 
his owne bloody faćt, worke not the wifhed 
eftêéi in clofe couerts,before the caufe corne 
to bee triedorderly. Forwerenot thefein- 
uentions eut oft by the carefull watch, Wee 
refolue to fet vpon combinations and con- 
fpiracies, a great let and impediment would 
arife,to the difturbance of that iuft and law- 
fullcourfe, that agréés beft bothwithOur 
end,and Our Honour.

J T fais out in expérience, thatfooften as 
A a Gentleman that is well allied, or any 
perfonof a meanerancke andcjualitie well 
fauoured,doeth kill a man in fingle fight (as 
they call it JFairely, becaufe it is done with- 
out treachery, and after a Challenge font 
aduifedly,andin cold bloodj fome kinfman, 
neere allie,or webafteâedfriend tothepar.
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ue, that is after to bee brought in queftion 
for the fad itfelfe, vponthe firft notice of 
themanner, being powerfull in the Conn­
ue, procures a fpeedy meeting of certaine 
Gentlemenhis ownefriénds and allies, and 
fticli lonietiines as are alto in Commiíšion 
ofthepeace, in fome place adiacent : Here- 
upon,anenditementof man-flaughter in fe. 
defendendo muft beedrawen, andlikewiić 
found by the lilly Coroners inqueft, of pur*  
pole to fupprefle ail bruits of murder, that 
arecaried ouerallthe Kingdome vponthe 
wings of thewind, betörethecafe berightly 
vnderftood, the witneffes examined, the 
reafons euenly peized, cr the friends and al­
lies of the partie flaine brought foorth, and 
heard for the ftronger euidence.

T F then a Pardon may be compaifed vpon 
x this ouerture, by the colour ot the Coro~ 
wminqueíf, before any furtherinquifition 
be madę, together with a faire Certificate 
vnderthehandsof fome Gentlemen, or lu­
ftleer of the peace, thattheparty had bene 
euer holden andreputed ofa very good be- 
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hauiour before this accident, that he ftands 
deepely grieued withhisowne misfortune, 
and did rather íeeke to fhunne the Quarrell, 
then prouokehis enemie, fofarre as with 
lus réputation hee might : the parfaire is at 
an end, and hee that fped thus luckily by 
ftrong aflîftance in the firft attempt, in hope 
toipeed as well by like afiiftance in the next, 
will aduenture with greater confidence. For 
either Princes, that for want of an Vbi- 
quitie, fce by the eyes, and obferue by the 
iudg:ements of minifiers fubordinate, muft 
fafpeét thofe, whomin abfence they put in 
truft, or fometîmes drawen by wrongfoll in­
formations, deare thofe that deferue to bee 
condemned; and condemne others, that 
deiêrue to be iuftified.

BVJ if it happen by the neere approch of 
the Grand Affiles, that the time of open 

triall corne before the Pardon can finde op- 
portunitietopaffe, yetmuft theCertificate 
ferne for a leading Motiue to the Grandluty-, 
with many other leeret Motiues, touching 
thcDelinquents fober diipofirion, as hath 



bene ípecified before, and the haftineíTe of 
the deftmá imprefsing and p;ouoking that 
occaíion that bred the Tragedie. Some 
pvelidents of Pardons granted vpon like 
occaflons arekeptinftore, to draw the lut 
rors difpofitions & arfećhons to fauour lifc : 
Friends, Allies,Tenants,& al forts of Inftru- 
méts are hudled together at the very pinch, 
toípare the man : fo as in conclnfion, that 
whichtheLawesof the Kingdomeholdto 
bee wilfull Marder, muft pafle for Man. 
ilaughter: The Minderer muft bereputed 
the mofbhoneft man : Matters are concea- 
ued, as oflendours are fauoured : Fooliih 
Pitié weighes downe pious Charitie: Great- 
neffeis made amaskeforGuiltinefle, and 
they that dare not také holde of Hornets, 
catch Butterflies : The difcharge of one of. 
fendor,is the Warrant of one hundred raíh 
aduenturers. If God bepotenr,whereis his 
Honour? If Princes lawfull, where is their 
regiment? ifSubieás íéruiceable,whereis 
their obedience ? if Lawes indifferent,wherc 
is their execution? Theleaft gratuitie con- 
ueyedinagoodhoure into tneclofefift of
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an Vnderjbcriffe, Ankes thebargainedead : 
And Weehaije likewife heard, that fome 
ludges in times paft, not out of bafe corrup­
tion,but in feare to be reputed as (harpe and 
rigorous in poynt of life>haue bene content 
at fbmc time, for thçfparing of an oftendor 
at the Barre r to make vie of fome of thefe 
excuiês, which at anothertimethey would 
bauedeemed to be,asiu deed they are,both 
delufory,and impertin enr.

^Ince then Our louing Subieâs appre- 
hend, how hard it was for Vs at OurfirA 

comming to the Crowne, to de/trie thefe 
errours by Our owne eyes without light;- 
and how hard it would beeat this inftanr, 
without ten yeres expérience,to make them 
plaine ; they cannot wondcr,xhat thepafsi- 
ons andpraâifesofmen,blmded with their 
ownc inordinate defires, haue fometimes 
fôund wayes to paffe without either checke 
to difcountenance, or correâion to terrifie. 
But time that ripens fêcret fores to indfion, 
hauing brough t this courfe of working and 
iombinmg to difcouery ,awakes our beft en*  
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deuours to reforme, and affords to Our iuft, 
graue,and learned ludges.an aduantage for 
the bringing of ail offendors in this kinde 
moreroundly totheir anfwere,by ftopping 
vp in time thoféfecret holes andEarths that 
were wontro couer them.

"C Or hclpehereiu, Wec charge and coin- 
x maundfo many of Our louing Subiećts, 
as are interefledin the truft and care ofcon- 
léruing Peace, that ia aUCountics, Corpo­
rations,  and Liberties, w herein any murther 
happens vpon a fent to Fight m
the Field hand to hand, or by match and 
partie,as it fhall fall out ; they feeke foorth- 
with toenforme themfelues ascarefùlly and 
precifely as they candeuife, of ail deuices, 
trickes,fubornations,praćfifes, andíhífts, as 
are daily put in praétiie for fauing the liues 
of perlons that play cnnningly vpon the 
packe : adding hereunto for their better vn» 
derftanding, ail fuchleading motiues, and 
importing circumûances, as may make the 
right date df thecaufeitfelfè tobee more 
cuident. For by this courfe, aclearelêpara-
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tion will bee madę bet Weene thefćope of 
Iuftice,and the drift of deuife: Proceeding 
will be better guidcd in the proofe of Sm» 
gle Combates, then before : Subiećfs will 
préparé themfelues, before the comming of 
the ludges in their Circuits,to truft lefle vp- 
on Protećfion, and more vpon Innocencie: 
And We, that refolue certainely fromthis 
timeforward, vpon no recommendation or 
fuite, to ligne any Pardons before Legali tri­
als paiTe,fhall find iuft caule,either worthily 
to commend, or feuerely to punifh the cor­
ruptions of inférieur Mjnifters, to whom 
fèruices fubordinate in the preferuation of 
Peace doe properly belong,when the World 
(hall both difcerne and confefle, that Nihil 
tam occultumĄuod non reuelahitur.

rJ"'O fat the docke more roundly forwardj.
and vpon certaine wheeles, Wee doe 

further command ail Our luftices of 
which like faithfull Watchmen, and truftie 
Stewards, take account of ail aâions that 
(concerning the right execution of luftice ) 
hauepafledin their ablence in thoiê parts, 
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that attheir comming down theyFalle not, 
as they will anfwere to God for their consci­
ence, to Vs tor their duçties, and tothe 
World for their réputations, to examine all 
grounds ot Enditements with a fingle eye, 
and to keepe one eare alwayes open, with*  
out regard ot perfonsorot qualities, tothe 
complaints and iuft exceptions of as many 
of ourlouińgSubiećis, as fhall tender their 
agrieuances vpon the ground of this crying 
finne, out of the griete and anguifh of their 
foules. Moreouer, that they forger not in 
thofe Charges which they giue vpon the 
Bench, to flirre vp the heft endeauours of 
OurlouingSubiećhinOur name, and ex- 
prefly from Ourowne mouth,to enforme 
duetifully, as becomes them, andwithout 
feare, as they fhall haue caufe, againft all 
Quarrellers that infringe the Peace: Agamę, 
that calling earneftly for the fuli Euidence,. 
they fee the famé prefled home to the fuli 
point, without fupprefsing, colouring, or 
blanching the whole,or any part:That they 
fet leeret Spies vpon Embraceors,and ply the 
Cwontrt fo narrowly in their flie conniuen- 
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ces,asvponiuftcaufe they may bee fifted, 
and vpon detedion notorioufly and exem- 
plarily punilhed. For malice finding by 
thefe euident effeds,that flie is hadin chafe, 
will eafily conclude, ho w vnpoßible it will 
bee from hencefoonh, eithertofhrowd,or 
coumenancc herfelfevnder theprotedion 
of potende.

'VÄ7 Eę doefurtherexped, that the faid 
¥ r Indices in theirpublike charges vp- 

on the Benchjihallimprefle in the Subieds 
minds, a fearcfull horrour of Go d s iudge- 
ments, that light heauily vpon all men, 
whoie hands are ready, and their feete fwift 
in íheddingblood vpon fuch particular and 
lightly grounded Quarrels, as the courfe of 
ordinary luftice would compound, in cale 
dut way were taken, without any ftripe# 
hurt,or maime; and therewithall accjuaint 
the Kingdome with Our vnchangeable re- 
folution, neither to pardon.the lifeof any 
man that kils vpon challenge into the Field, 
whofoeue.r intercédé ; nor countenance, or 
grace any man,though he doe but meet an-

other
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otherwith adrawenSword in the field vp- 
on agreement, though hee doe not kill ; and 
how grieuoufly Wee cenfure thofe weake 
mindes,that radier out of foliy,dien huma- 
nitie, are apt to pitie, where Law doeth pu- 
nifh. For as Wee purpofe not to adde any 
thing to the fharpenefle of that punifhment 
which is now hi vie : So doe Wee likewife 
refolue,fbtoballance Our courfe of procee- 
ding, asno graine bee fcanted or abated of 
the rigour which is due, hauing euer in Our 
eye,the true fcope of luftice, that fetslife at 
the iame price,which the Lawes of the king- 
domedoe putonit,

T"1 He Jurors mufl be animated and fortifi- 
L ed againft the proud lookes, and hea» 

uy threats ofpoweriulperfon s, which beare 
themfelues aboue their equalles with die 
bladdersof ambition, and hold ita greater 
Honour in theprotečtion of a dearefriend, 
a feruant or allie, to croffe the courfe of lu- 
fiice, in the places oftheirowne abode,then 
tocommand a Corporation : All Free-hol- 
ders muft bee likewiie charged in all Biatters 
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that touch lífe, to relye radier vpon the In­
dicé of the Kingdome, then the Combinati­
ons of íriends; beleeumg confidently t that 
noneof theíe croíTe courfes fhall be further 
warranted and approued in Our iudgment, 
then ïhey ground themfelues vpon legalty.

T F Iuries may bee kept in awe by co un feil 
* and aduilê, the labour may be thought to 
haue beene luckily vndergone, that brings 
foorth ío peaceable and moderate eďcéts: if 
not, yetbecauíéitauaileth little toward the 
reformation of any fcandalous corruption, 
to publifh orders for amendement, where 
no penalties are prefcribed againd con- 
temptj Wee held it requifite to charge Our 
Indices of Aßi^e in a high degree, and as 
they will anfwere at thelatterday, that fo 
often as they dikouer any plot of embrace- 
rie, forthepreferuation of thofeliues after 
llaughter, which byIndice deferue to bee 
lod, they willprGceededireälyjwithout ca« 
ding anyeye of preiudi e or partial! affe- 
ćfion to either iide, and oind the Z«^oz‘jthus 
oflending to appearance in theStarre-cham-
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ber,where they ihall finde iufl ludges readie 
both to reprouefor inftrućtion, and to cha- 
ftice for example, whatfoeuer hath bene de- 
uifedor done diforderly.

'T’Husfarre Our care hath beeneexten- 
ded, to the preuention of ail plots,that 

men wel friended,and allied in all theCoun- 
ticsofthe Kingdome, may fet in hand by 
ftirring inftruments, to preferue the liues of 
bloody offenders, of whofe crimes the lawes 
themiêlues are ready to takefùre hołd. For 
certainely the greater part would ihrinke at 
the fight of the ciuill fword,and be wary and 
well aduifed,bcforeaduenturing to drawe 
their owneagainft fuch perlons, asthelu- 
ftice” of die Kingdome values for their 
Worth, if they were not confident in thefê 
Hic trickes,which are kept in flore for a fore 
lift in a calé of extremitie.

Vt if it happen that both parties, aftet 
meeting vpon Challenge incoldblood, 

returne aliue out ofthe field, though gene*  
rallie wc may oblérue, that neither the prin-

M cipals
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cipals thecnfeines > thac went of purpoíe, 
to make good their agreement, nor the Se­
conds tbatm a fort aisilł, arepuniíhed by 
any ordinary courfe ( which flackencflc ra*  
ther multiplies oftenders,then cutsoóoften- 
ccs) yet Our putpofe is without regarde of 
iflues or clients, to puniíh very fharpely and 
feucrely the prefumption it fełfe, in fêeking 
either by the fending,or accepting of aChak 

reuenge that out of pafsion, which 
luftice would examine and corred, widi 
greater indifférencié. For thus We fhalldif- 
courage them from taking holde of Bul*  
ruihesin dcepe pooles > wben the ftrength 
of their owne arme iailetln them. To holde 
this maner of proceeding tobefharpe, were 
bothvnciuilland absurde, confidering ho w 
many wJłull murders happen in thisKrng- 
domedaily,forwantoí awfull obcdience to 
aüthoritie. For dcepe wounds cannot bec 
íearched wirb íhallow inftruments. It is as 
hard to make thoíe that arediforderly^to 
coafefle , as to forbeare a fault, and they de- 
íerueleaff tobe confulted about theptopor*  
tion o f die pumfhment, that arcmoft auda*

> cious
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cious indefending the liberty ofCbaltengn^

TÄ/Hoioeuer therefore (hall prefume, 
1 ■ V as it were in dcfpire of Lawes and
Magyares jafter the ipaceof 40. dayes, to 
beginne txclufiue front, this Publication of 
Our will and pleafure » either to fend any 
Challenge , or to déclare a voluntaiie accep­
tance ot the £Whgethat is lent , whereby 
Our Subie&s may bee drawneto Triallby 
thc Sword ïoï theirliues in the Field-. Our 
pleafureis, thatheorthey,asnumbers hit, 
bc firft conamitted to fonte prifon, knowne 
and vfed in the Countie for the reâraint of 
Malefâlours, that they tnay learne at good 
leafure to repent wilh Jbrrow , what was 
committed with temeritie, The punifh- . 
ments prefenbed againft reprochtull Quar^ 
re'ilours and ftrikers , with prouifipnalfre- , 
gard and tender care, (hall be added in like 
maner camulatiue, to the cenfure of chefe 
Chňíienges in cold blood , as the v> rcckfull 
executions of all pafsions that thofe prepa­
ratowe meanes and outrages haue kindled. 
They (hall moreouer bee fufpended for the

M ł ipace 
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ípace of íéuen yeeres compleat, without 
hope of íorgiueneíTe during that prefixed 
time, not onely fromOur Court,butlike- 
wiíé kom ail places, wherein the Queene 
Our deareft Spou>[<^ , or the Prince Our 
deareft Sonne reiide, that it may beefound 
more eafie for the Sea to brooke a dead 
careafe, then the Court a quarreller. More» 
ouerWeeintend, that du ring the terme of 
this fuipenfion and feparation, afweli from 
Our prefence,as from the Court,all Offices, 
all perfonall Attendants, and the di£ 
charges of all dueties,that belong eithcr to 
Our Werfen, or the íéruice of Our Court, 
fhall ceafe by confequence , that hereby 
greater care may be created in the lookers 
on, to flie and eichew by their heft ende- 
uours, the forerunning caufes of íb many 
miferies.

Jg Efíde, aîthough We purpofe not to de- 
priue any of Our Seruants , or any of 

Our Subic As of the Fees or Penfions,which 
they receiue by warrant of OurSroad Seakf 
becaufe the Lawes and Statutes haue not

as
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asyetbrought thefe audacious contempts 
within the compafle of Forłeiture by Law; 
Yet are Wee refolute to make the price of 
this contempt as heauie to the Challenger• 
and jfofwerer, as We can de.uite, by calling 
backe all Graunts, depending meerely on 
Our pleaíure; holding it more reaíonablě 
to reward an humble Subieći with the iuít 
abatementof a Créait, that neither vnder- 
itands, nor willbetaught the right way to 
fubmitjthen to leaue Ofienders in too great 
prideoftheir ownchappinefle.

BYh^ much Wee déclaré Our felues 
‘L'co be more compaßionate and cautions, 
in forbearing to punifh thofe,xhat offend 
wilfully, and after prohibitions publiihed, 
by prouoking Quarrels, or fending Chal­
lenges,by Life, Lands or Goods, which are 
the ordinary meanes ofchaftitement in for*  
raine parts j by fo much Wee haue greater 
reatenand iuiter caufe, to pinch as hardly 
in thofc points that onely touch their hu­
mours and affećtions, as Weecan, leitthe 
flightneiTeof proceeding, bring the courte

M 3 it
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it felfeinto conterrpt, which W ee tookc in 
hand for die IQngdomes llrength , and ehe 
Subiećłs lecuriuc : Wnercfore ,bcfidc-the 
P^fcj/a?íexprdfled rn that which goesbe- 
forc, not wich the qrniíof an Oftrtch which 
may bow, but as rhe Prophet lpeal.es, 'ungut 
Xd^M^wOjwliichcannoi bieake $ Wedoc 
further binde Ourpurpoic, ^egio, by 
the Word of a King, Tbat during the ieuen 
yeeres Sutyenfan tormedy decieed , both 
Řoffi O ur and Our Court, Wee wili
neuer vfe or nnploy any Gentlemen, &c. in 
Peace or Warne, at home or abroad,direćh 
lyor indirećtly in Our paires :^eewifl 
neuer belłow ondiem the icaft fruit or efleft 
of Our Grace and fauour, in Land, Leaie, 
Penfion, or by Leiters conimendatorie, to 
theiraduantage in theleaftdegree , nor re- 
pute them odier dien as feare and fruidefíe 
branches,eut offďom the bodyof the Kw, 
and made thereby vncapable both of S uftc- 
nance and Support, by which the members 
ofallhodies,afwell TfytutaU, asOeconomicaU 
and Pdlii  teke^bo thiubdlł and ffouriíh.

Moreouer,

lpeal.es
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Oreouer, becaufeit i$ obferued by all 
wite men in theře Jay es, That how 

grjetions íoeuer Penakics may feeme, thaï 
dre layed either vpon the Perlons, orthe 
Purfes of Our Subieéls (once infeéřed with 
vaine-glory to tbe very coare,) yet they 
weither workc Repentance ©r remorfe in 
themfelues^ior caution in thofethat íhould 
take warning, vnleile the Plumesof pride 
bee blafted by fome kinde of acknowled ge­
ment of error, in the foocand circumÜances 
of the fodt it feite rbecaufetnany »denice 
of countermaunds, hold all men to die ra­
llier Martyrs then Malefadiors, thatare 
Haine ( as they terme it ) in a foire maner, 
that is, after a (Jbalłenge tent and accepter! 
by agreenaent to fight in the Stekl : Ouf 
will and pleafiireis, Thatno perfons^hat 
haue beene once committed vpon- thisco»- 
tempt, be releafcd of reliraurc, betöre they 
haue contefTed vnder dierr ownabands y a 
große erreur in the lüdgement of ail forawf 
Uien», wpongiiîg Honour almticbas Duetie, 
thatfeekc to reuenge Inimies, eithcr truely 
apprehcaded T or iufpicjouöy imaginedbý 
' . tlieir
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their owne Aćl; when both the Court ofHo' 
nour, and other CiuHlCourts, make offet of 
due fatisfaćfion, when Subiećh orderly re- 
fort to them.

T5 Efide, fince it is euident, chat the bra- 
X uerieof Challengers defiring to beob- 
forued andadmired for their courage, prêt 
fing Quarreis haftily to triall by the fword, 
fpurres many fallet to the purfuite of re- 
uenge, then the qualifie of the pretended 
caufo deforues; Weeholditvery iuft tode- 
priue all aduall Offendors of that vfoal and 
ordinarie libertie,(which all Gentlemen en- 
ioy in the nature of a birth-righQto wcare 
fwordsanddaggers, to the end that men 
according to the right and equitie of Gods 
ownelawe, maybe puniihed in the iämc 
kind, wherein the firftoffence was giueny 
and that the fonnes of AdaM,afwell as Adam 
himfelfe, Libertate male <utendo eam amit» 
tant. They thatfeemetobee wodłaffećfed 
to the quenching of this flame with milke, 
can neither afcribe this limitation to nouel- 
tienot feucritie, ehe times offormer Princes

Our
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Our Progenitors,abounding with examples 
ollikeproofe, and the la wes ot God him- 
felfe fetting markes of warning vpon thofe 
hurtfuli créatures, that are natnrally apt to 
doe mifchieie, beeingleft to the heft vfe of 
tbewaies,which they defiretotakefor fatif- 
faćHon to furie.
Ą7 Pon this fit occafion, Wee may com- 

mend the binding of all men to their 
good behauiour, that, alter fighting vpon 
Challenge , happen to returne aliue out 
ofthe field,řorfixe moneths at the leaft. For 
as the plagues that hang vpon this cenfure, 
are both many, and thofe very heauy; io 
doth the qualme of the contempt deieruc 
them all, moouing bufie fellowes that are 
giddie, rafh, and inconfiderate, to bee weil 
aduifed, what the lighting will be on the o- 
ther fide, before they leape, and ho w much 
better,and more fecureit is,to preuent ha­
zard by caution, then to procure forgiue- 
nefíe by aeknowledgement.

^Ome careoughtlikewiíeto beehad, in 
fubiećting Challengers, and acceptors of

N all
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all Challenges that are iênt vpon aduifc« 
ment,andincoldblood,afwell to cenfures 
ofthe Soule,as tocheckes ofinlolence: And 
for this refpeét, Wee purpofe ( by Gods 
grace) to mooue Our Archbijbops and Bi- 
j^opj,abouta general! Excommunication to 
bepublifhedagainftall perlons, that dare 
prefumetoputlife in queftion by the pur- 
fuite of priuate reuenge by fingle fight in the 
field; fince allLawes,aiwellthofe thatlooke 
to Honour,as touchPropertie, finde fatif. 
faćtion vpon more certaine principles. For 
God, refufing to accept an ofïering at the 
hand of any man,that is not reconciled to 
an enemie, before he offer vp the gift, hath 
taught the graue and learned Bijbops, with 
what temper to proceed vpon thelè 
grounds,befidetheC^»owsof fome Coun- 
cels that afsift their charitie.

*T* Hus farre Wee hold it requifite, to ex- 
tend Odrprouifionall and tender care 

forthefafetie of Our Subiećfs, fince Wee 
to uch the lite or limme of no man, to make 
anaflay, whether many perlons of good 

woorth,



woorth, findinghow malignandy the moft 
powerfüll Planets are aflećted to theíě fin- 
gle figli ts, will not be more affrighted with 
thefe wearing punifhments, which, like a 
creeping feuer,eate the very marrow of the 
bones, and reforme with leafurejthen with 
the (ôdaine ftroke ofdeath it felfe, that ends 
ail toitures in the turning of an eye. For 
moredifeafesarecuredby good diet, then 
by lettingblood,^ minus timentar qw<e cit9 
périmant.

Tl Vt ifanyjfeeking to contriue a mifchief, 
by defrauding the true purpoie and 

meaning ofthe Lawę, conceiue idlely^ that 
one Gentleman running at another,when 
they meete either in the fields or ftreetes, as 
ifit were by chance, ought to bee freed of 
thofe heauy ceniures, which all Lawes in 
the world in'fliâ vpon thofe, that firft chal­
lenge in cold blood, and after kill in fùryj 
becauiê the malice cannot bee faid to haue 
beene prepenfed, where the chance was vn- 
expedted ; they (halbe taught, how fane 
they wander both frd the Lawes intention, 

N 2 and 



and Our end. For as no man is prefûmed, 
without iome certaine precedent grudge 
or quarrell, to runne madly at another wnh 
amifchieuousintent,remainingin his wits; 
io when Time, which the Toets tearme, the 
Mother of Trueth, fhall bring thofe occasi­
ons to light, that bred the heart-burning, 
by witnefles, examinations,difcoueries, or 
any ordinarie meane, theground & motiue 
ofthat rencounter will then bee laid open 
euidently, howfoeuer caution and cunning 
feeketofuccouritfelfe agamft ail excremi- 
ties. Sure We are, that malice is the caufe, 
both offormall Chalenges, and of raih ren- 
counters,whatfoeuer bee pretlhded vpon 
feare of Legali iêueritie : and therefore it 
were ftrange, if the wifedome of the ludges 
couldnot as eafily lay thefe fecret hookes 
bare, as hypocriiîe can couer them. If any 
thing fali out to make the matter darke or 
doubtfull,whether the rencounter happen 
meerelyvpon accident, or with íbme mix­
ture ofprecedent grudge, the conftruâion 
ought in reaiôn to be caried in the hardeft 
fenie, for the Rencounterers,that feeke out

of
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ofprideorobftinacie,torobbe tbe iêate of 
luitice ofher right,in ałłoording Íatísfaéhon 
to all rankes and degrces, according to thé 
merit of the motiue,and as it íhall leemeto 
craue greater effeéfs of íéuerity oi clemency.

HTHe rnoft delperate inuention of allo- 
thersjtoíreemen from the fentenceof 

the Law, that kill after the fending and ac- 
ceptingof Challenges in colde blood, pro- 
ceedes from the craftof fome,that agree to 
ňghtin forraine parts ,where the $\mgs Wrřt 
runnes not, neithercan theLawes of the 
kingdom t^e hold of any Subiedt outward 
bound, though the Romanes perhaps would 
haue thouaht it ftrange, both in the time of 
their faire flouiifhing and happyCommon- 
weakh ; and after likewiíe during the reigne 
of the firft potent Empereurs jhat tbe life of 
any Subieéř , taken by another Subied 
wrongfuily, in whatfoeuer quarter of the 
World, íhould not bee awfullyaccompted 
for. This reafon might perhaps moue the 
States of drabant beforethe dutifull admit­
tance of Duke lohn to bee their Lord in the

Nj right
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right of his wife,to bind himby oath,neuer 
to Ipare the life of any Subiećt in that State, 
that ihould kill anotherin the Field ,though 
the affe were done in a forraine Gouerne- 
ment. It may likwife bee the rcafon why 
the LordSegnwe,as appeareth vpon record, 
attempting onely to paffe ouer into Francs 
ftom Douer, for the performance of a pri- 
uate Quarrell, was condemned ludicio Pári­
ům, bytheiudgementof hisPeeres: as if he 
had preferred by this aćf,thc lullice of a for- 
raine Country before his owne. Vponlike 
ecjuitie ftands that Aćłe, by which all Ap- 

.peales that concerned things dgne without 
the Realnie, were drawen in the timeof 
Henry the fourth > into the Qonftables and 
M.ar/bals Court wiihin the Realme. France 
proiecates all men without compaíšion,that 
agtee to ende their priuate Quarreis in for­
raine parts. In Spainetht lands and goods 
ofall men that kill after an agreement, to 
ïâtisfie themfelues by Single Combats vpon 
Challenge in forraine parts, are inftantly 
lêazed into the Kings poffefsion byhisOf- 
hcer,though the principals doc not returne;

; • and
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andfo many of their Allies, Semants, or 
Friendes, as (hall by further inquifition bee 
conuinced ofpriuity to the plot,(halbe fincd 
and imprifôned»

E therefbre,finding out of Our owne
’ Iudgement,andexperience,howde« 

fperatly the whole body of the Kingdome 
may be enfeebled, and by coníequence en*  
dangered, by fufíering fo great a quantifie 
ofBlood, and, as it happens íbmefimes,of ; 
the pareil and beft of the Land, to be let ont 
inceíTantly,in café the Pěna mediána,bran- 
ching intomany Générons and nobleparts, 
that hath ïb large and wide an Orifice^ 
íhould bee ftiH kept open for a vent of vio­
lence,refolued to fupply theflacknefle ofthe 
Lawes of England Ç as Wee did then con­
cerne) in punifhingthefeSlaughters, vpon 
agreement to fight in Forraine parts, by the 
íharpeft Cenfures and corredions^that We 
could pofsibly deuife by vertue of Our ? 
high Prerogatiue,till further order might be 
taken,to make Subiečts more afraid of their
delufoxie Stratagems, todefraud thefcope
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and purpoíě of the Law, which hath the 
fifecie of the Subie&s lite in that regard, 
which is due afwell to Common fecuritie, 
as to Charitie.

T> Vthauing lately vnderftood by Confe­
rence wich-Our learned ludges vpon 

this point, that though there can be no pro- 
ceeding by the fommonLaye , againftone 
Subie FI chat hath ilaine another by agree- 
ment vpon Challenge to fight an forraine 
parts; yct by appeale, fo often as it fhall 
pleafe Vs to appoint a Conßable and Mar*  
Jhall of England, but for the preient onefy, 
both to heare and to adiudge thecauie,tlie 
partie thus offending may beecondemned 
in that fourt to death; ( as by an Ade of 
Parliament madę in the firft yeere of King 
Henry thefour th\s emdent JWe doe hereby 
warne Our louing and faithfull SuhieFh., 
that they bee carefull not to put themfelues 
vpon the danger of the Law from hence*  
foorth, vpon hope of former impunitie, ta- 
kmg onely from the time of this Proclama- 
řiewpubliíhed, allowance of fo much fpace 

as
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as may ferue to giue notice of Our plea/ure 
to allthofe that fhall bee queitionedvpon 
the point. For We proteft and promife two 
things in the Word of a Religions and iuft 
King, That Wee will not onely fbr the pre- 
feni vfe, fo often as this accident (hall 
chance, appoint a Cwftable and MarfhaUioi 
that time onely, to heare and adiudge all 
mattersof this Linde : But befides,abfiaine 
from remitting and forgtuing that (harpe 
ludgement, which the Lawes ofthe Land, 
impofe vpon Offenders thus condemned, 
and accordingly to bee executed. It may 
fuffice for fatisfaćłion to duetifulland well 
deieruingS«&e&f that they haue bene thus 
refpe&iuely premomihed of périls incident. 
For in this cafe Ignorance cannot excu/ê. 
If hereafter,either out ofobftinacie in error, 
or confidence in Protektion , they tonne in- 
to (he famę hazard wilfully and precipitately, 
thatothers haue donein former rimes, let 
theni blâme their owne préemption , and 
not Our fyfolution, which in a Cafe, that fo 
neerely concernes the Kingdomes fafetie, 
and the Subie fis life , refolue toproceedin

O that
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that inaner, and wich thatrigour,which all 
Lawes inflićt,andche Stateoftimeprelent 
finds to be ncceifary.

J N excufe of Seconds, it is íaid by lome, 
chat they were onely brought in as vfefull 

inftruments to paire weapons, to fearch bo- 
dies j to départ ehe Combatants vpon ecpall 
tearmes,to fupprefle aduantage vpon either 
fide,and to fee faire play : yet fince ehe Fight 
it feite is abfolutely bad in itfelfe, it is not 
pofsiblefor any aćfe afsifting,or abetting, 
whatfbeuer cloudbe cafl: vpon a tender eye, 
tobeeiuft, orin a matter of this weight to 
Warrant acceifaries,when We taxe the pria- 
cipall. Thefe Seconds in very deed,tomake 
the beit of them, are onely ftout Afsifiants 
to bad ends : their faireft aćlions are but 
formall préparations : their excufês arebuc 
fhadowes: though they fee the finner,. yet 
they runne with him. If wee marke well, 
their labours and eudeuours are oflittle vfe; 
For whatfoeuer be expečted of theirHuma- 
nitie, their Charitie and Care ; yet whofoe- 
uer vndertakes to moderate men in fight,
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will not forbeare, either vpon the fight of 
blood,ortheienceof fmart, to rufhdeipe- 
rately vpon extremities. Thefe Seconds 
mightperhaps ferne better to fome ende, in 
cafe the prolecution of priuate Quarreis by 
the Sword, were firfi: admitted and approo- 
ued by any Třince or State : But fince they 
fhrinke that ihoukfbee the Supports'and 
Stayes, it is not ftrange, that Sublato Princi» 
pali, omnia cadant accefforia : Betweene an 
Ador therefore and an Abettor, the diffé­
rence cannotbee great, ho wiôeuer malice 
may be masked vnder falfecouers.

AXTEe finde by the moderne vie of 
’ v France,oîthe Jrchdukes Dominions,

and many States'vcFltaly, that the Carriers 
of Challenges,and they that bring backe an- 
fweres and acceptances, are bothcondem- 
ned and puniihed in a very high degree,vp­
on a violent prefumption, that they either 
blow the coale, or endeuour not to quench 
thefire, as theyought. For weake begin- 
ningSjwhere care may be timely taken,hauc 
ipeedie ends. Wee doe therefore lay the 

O ł iäme
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famé proportion of puniihmenc vpon the 
Seconds, the Qarriers^ and Entercommoners, 
that We dovponthePrâcz/MZnhemielues, 
in hope that Gentlemen giuen ouet, as it 
were in a fit of a feuer, to the violence cf 
lheir owne vntemperate defire,wil! bee foo- 
ner brought to deteftand abhorre the fali- 
hood of the fpe&acle, that deceiues their 
ey e, when they fhail fee how little grâce and 
fauour is beftowed vpon theComplices that 
(hall ftrike to them, and difcerne thefhal- 
lowneffeof thofe imprefsions that haue no 
better Foundation then fury.

J N many places men runne hazards of 
x theirréputations, that couer the begin- 
nings of hôte Quartels^that might eafily bee 
tempered, in cafe they were difcreet 1 y taken 
vp vpon difcoueirie, before they ranne too 
farrejand not withouciuftcaufê. For by the 
Ciuill Lawes themiélues,men are conceiued 
toaduance andfurther a mifchiefe, which 
there is a pofsibilitie to preuent: And there- 
fore Weewould haue Our louingSubieâs 
apprehend, with whatmiilikeand liorrour

Wee 
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We ihall euer iudge of thofe corrupted and 
putrified affećfions, that eitherout of de- 
light in blood-fhed , or flouth in feruice,or 
feare to crofle thepriuate humour of a friend 
inpafsion, torbeare ro bend their beften- 
deauours for preuention of bloodfhed or 
murder, by areafonable anddifcreet remé­
dié.
DVt becaufe it i's a moreeafie labour to 

repaire wrongs , after they haue once 
beene opened toludges competent, asfor 
example, to the Lords in Commißion for 
the Office of Earle Mar/ball, vyho by the 
Honour of their blood , the frequencieof 
examinatioÄS, and the equitie of their rules, 
are heft able to conceaue the trne fiate of the 
caufe, then in a World io cautioufly, and re- 
iertiedly endined to the couering and con- 
cealing of their friends intention to fight, 
to draw them to the proper touch for 
tiiall , before the Sword begin to play : 
Wee charge all perfons, of wliatfoet^r 
ranke or qualifie , whichare prefenfin the 
place where a QuarreH firft beginnes, that 
vponpaine of Our high diiplqafure , they 

O 3 fiift 
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fiift apply their beft perfwafions and endea« 
uoursjto the taking of the ground of the 
contention away, and the reconcilement of 
the parties mindes ifit be pofsible •> if not, to 
cali in with ail expédition an Offîcer of the 
Peace, that may bring the matter before the 
Lords in Commifsion,before it be too farre 
exaiperated and enuenomed.

T T (hall not ferne any man for an excuíé to 
fay, that he was not prefent, but receiued 

notice at the fécond or third hand ; becaufe 
the opening of a bloodie pnrpofe and iu- 
tent may giue eafe at any time, and confci- 
ence it felfe will throb, to cali t®«nind,in cafe
murder ihould enfue, that a purpofe onely 
fixed,withoutanyaćieengaged, might ea- 
fily haue beene eut oif, in cafe the beft 
meanes had beenevlêd, before it were too 
late to cali for an euen meafure.

Hebetter to bring Quarrels to diićoue- 
rie, when they begin firft to worke, it is 

obferued, that not onely in the common 
Ordinarics, to which Gentlemen doevfu- 

?Uy
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all y refort, but (ômetimesalfo in the T ennis 
Courts, in bowling Allies, Dicing houfes3 
and ail houfes of game, questions fome- 
times vpon a cafl, fometimes vpon. dilfem- 
perinlofle, vpon refufall to tend vpon nn- 
portunitie to be pàid, vpon termes of com- 
parifon, and words of exception, vpon as 
many contingents, as places of that nature 
breed vexations and contradictions.

«

jC Or remedie whereof, Wee doe ftraitly 
x charge and command} Firft Our ownc 
Groome-porter, and then allotherkeepers 
ofgaming houfes, of Tennis courts, and 
bowling Allies, vpon paine of Our high dii- 
pleafure, befide three Moneths- commit- 
ment & fufpenfîon of their power, to keepe 
houfes ofrefort to that end, for the fpace of 
three whole yeeresattheleaft, thatinftant- 
ly vpon the giuing of any reproachful Word, 
orpafsing any blow betweene Gentlemen, 
that are likelie to feeke a (harpe reuenge by 
the fword, in fome place more priuate, their 
fiift care bee to take the weapons of the per*  
fons kindled with ragę, if it may be j the next

to



Tp*  He ground of io great fharpenefle and 
feueritie in proceeding againft all pub­

like keepers oftheie publike places ofrelort, 
is drawne not onely from a likelihocd in 
viewj butin effed from a certaintie in ex­
périence , that howfoeuer houfholders 
themfelues may oftentimes excufe their ab« 
fencevpon incident affaires ,yet thofe fer- 
uantsthatordinarily keepe the boxe, that 
are euer readie to deliuer balles and rackets, 
that bring bowles, and carry meafures, that 
are often trufted with the ftakes & pawnes, 
that are admitted witnefles of ail points in 
fad, and ordinary iudges of ail quertions in 
play, that perfedly know euery Gentleman 
thatfiequentstheirMaliers houfe, íhould 

be
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to keepe them in funder till fome Officer of 
the Peace be brought into the place to coir- 
mand in Our name, till the Quarrell com- 
ming to the hearing of the Lords in Com- 
mifsion, may receiue a iharper cenfure,or a 
better fatiffádion, as they in their graue 
ludgernents fhallfiiide,both the perfons to 
deferue, and the cauie to be coniiderable.
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be abfent at the beginning of many Quar- 
rels, which are maďe vncurable by default 
ofdifcouerie. Befide, We make no doubt, 
that Maliers, finding that their fortunes 
muftpayfor their feruants faults, and that 
thofe Quarr els which are not ended within 
priuatewalles, breake out with great rage, 
bothintofields and llreetes, willbeeæore 
cautious in makingchoiceolfuch, as may 
fecure themfrom penalüe.

;ijP He common vie and cuflome of thofe, 
“*■  in deprauing ail direćtions and ordi*  

nances, that tend to the fuppreßion ofpri- 
uateQuarrelsjbethey neuer fo indifferent 
andiuff, if in the leail degree they crofle 
the current of their owne inordinate de- 
fires,exprefsing hereby rather an humour 
tocontellwithMagiilracie, then to fubmit 
to modération, moouesVs the more care- 
fully to checke this boldneffe in the lower 
Region, before it giue checke to intelligen­
ces, that are moll powerfull in the Spheares 
offublimi'ie.

P H
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T F any therefore lhali prefume lâwcily, af- 
* ter publike notice hath beene taken of 
Oar pîeafure,publifhed by word or writing, 
vpon delight in Quarrels,or oftentation of 
pride,priuatlyorpublikely, inieaft or ear- 
neft, to conteft or argue againft the puniih- 
mentsandcenfureSjwhichWee haue very 
iuftly, and yet fauourably fet vpon thele 
peremptoriecontempts,in deprauing, dif*  
gracingjftriking, challenging,&c. Our pur- 
pofe is, to hold him euer after a profefled 
enemie both to Our luftice and ends, and 
to exclude him, without hope of mitigati» 
on or fatisfaćtion (as one that loues his own 
Peacockes plumes more then the State) 
from ail future grace in any kind,that either 
thefauourofa King, or the bountie of a 
Malier can conferrc on him.

XÄ7E haue already publiíhed by Pro-
¥ clamation, Our high diípleafure a- 

gainft certaine perlons of vnfiayed afleéti- 
ons, that fo foone as they find themfelues 
crolfed by any interuening occafion of 
their blood-thirftie and reuengingappetite 

for
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for deftrudion, either of themfelues, or of 
their partie in the field ,prefently fet forth a 
writing to be publifhed to the World, which 
can bee no other then a Proclamation or E~ 
dićl as farre as lies in them, thereby either 
íhiftingjor excufing their former flownefle, 
oraccufing their parne for not duely mee­
ting them in their prepofterous hafte, to 
their owne ruines.

JJErein Wee obferue three great and 
x maine Offences-}one againft both God 

andVs,that they dare prefume to fet downe 
to the world without ihame , their owne 
<vindicatiue and bloody humor vpon fo vn- 
iuftaground. FornoQuarrelloí anySaÄ- 
iečls can be lawfull,except in defence oftheir . 
Prince or Countrey, the reuenge of all pri*  
uate wrongs onely belonging to Vs vnder 
God, into whofe hand hee hath put the 
fwordfor thatpurpofe. Thenextis, their 
offence againft Vs,in daring to preiumefo 
farrevponOurefpeciall Prerogatiue, as to 
také vpon them to make any publication of 
their pleafure,the power whereof is onely

P x in
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in Vs. The third and lall is, that thereby 
a new feedeof Quarreis is fowen, whereby 
they doe not onely become immortall, but 
multiply. For when Wee fhall haue taken 
thepainesto caufe Our Marfhals to agréé a 
Quarrell, whereupon both Wee and ail ho- 
nelt men haue reafon lo account it vtterly 
extinéi, vpon fuchaPublication, both the 
Parties, and the Seconds are brought vpon 
the Stage againe 5 and not onely by thefe 
meanesmay happen,that theparties (bal a- 
gainefallout, whowere beforeagreed,but 
euen theirfriends, and peraduenture other 
friends, that had nothing todoe wich the 
matter, muft vpon the backe-reckoning fall 
by the eares together. But if it fhould 
chance one or both of the Parties to bekil*  
led in the firft Quarrell, if fuch fort of Publi- 
lication fhould bee made by anyof theSe- 
conds, it is enough to renew a Quarrell, ei- 
ther betweene thofe Seconds,or fome oi the 
neereftof theirkinne, who were killed be- 
fore,- and fofhall quarrels become immor­
tall, andtheirmemory renew, whereasthe 
beft remedy againft ail finnes and offenses,is 
forgetfulnes. For
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C Or remedy whereof,Wedoehereby de» 
x dare , That whofoeuer ihall after the 
publication oi Our pleafure, prefume toput 
inwriting, or publifh any difcourfe of the 
maner, either oi their meetings appointed 
with their parties, ortheir fighting, or any 
part of that quarrellous bufinefle, W ee will 
haue them to be brought Oretetws-pt other- 
wife,as the cafe íhallrequire , in the Starre« 
Qbamber ) and there to bepuniihedatthe 
difcretion and Cenfure of chat Court, for 
their high contempt againft Vs, to be hei e- 
after bamfhed the Court of Vs, Our dearefł 
<Bedjellow,znà. the Prince Our Sonnefa the 
(pace offenen yeeres : And which is hea«. 
uieftofall, Wee doe proteft for Our ownc 
part, We fhal neuer account of them but as 
(oTMrds. For We doe euer hold it the part 
ofman to fhew his courage,when heeisput 
to it in aćtion : But hee that feekes hisrépu­
tation frommanieft voyces anwngthepeo» 
pie, Wee will euer accompt it to proceed 
from the knowledge and iealoufie of his 
owne weakeneffe • as if a man could not 
winne honoujr, but ^ermenáicatajuffragta^, 
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among the ordinaries. If any man fhould 
finde himfelfe grieued with any whiípe- 
rings or rumours fpread abroad, mifrepor- 
ting the cariage oí any fuch matter, he may 
refort to Our QommißionersMarJball, who 
íhall right him ín his Reputation, if they 
finde he be wronged.

'"pHe greateft Oratour aliue, can neuer 
draw y ong Gentlemen to beleeue, con- 

fidering the tickle fiate w herein men ftand*  
thatby aduenturingtoo far, run themfelues 
within the danger of the Law, though the 
propoficion it felfe be very iuft and true,that 
the fending of a Challenge in cold blood,is ra- 
thera demonftration of pufillanimicie and 
cowardiíé, then an aćfe of reíolution and 
fortitude. Forproofe whereof, howíbeuer 
it bedeemedand reputed as a Taradoxby 
fome,that had rather leefe their liues? then 
the hbertie which they také, to put others 
to the perill of their liuesj as many prégnant 
arguments may be brought out of all pro- 
fefsions,as there are certaine grounds ofmo- 
rall iuftice, to fupport the rules by which

States



States are direéted, & contempts puniíhed.

O make the cale more cleare and eui- 
dent, Wec muíl concerne this ground, 

that ail perlons haue beene heretofore, and 
to the worlds end lhali be,branded with the 
marke of ignominie and große cowardiíě, 
that offer to fend Challenges to men that are 
in dureíTe, or that are lame,or neceflarily ty- 
ed, as minifters fubordinate, to Superiour 
commands. Men maybeelikewifebrought 
in queftion probably for their valour, for 
preíuming out of heat to Anke an enemie 
within the Ferge, either ofa Church, or ofa 
Court of luftice, or ofaPrinces houfe : hee 
lends the Charitie to one that cannot pofsi- 
bly repay the lender in his owne coine,with- 
out the breach of as many Lawes, as faults 
can be lubiećł to cenfures.

T F then in euery one of thefe extreames, it 
is notonely expeded, butimpofed, that 

Gentlemen ihould not onely forbeare with 
caution, but feare out ®f confcience to of- 
fend more heinoufly in the männer of the

reuenge,
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rcuenge, ( theperfons and the places cau*  
tioufly confidered ) then the firff affronts 
did to fatisfie deipightjwhat (hall We iudge 
of Challenges in colde blood, that wronglu- 
ftice in thofe very kindes that are expreífed, 
befides many more, that times and occafi- 
ons may exemplifie.

"P Or,who can deny that man to litre in the 
x dateofa prifoner, whom fomany bands 
of duety and obedience deteines from an*  
fwering a perion that is paft himfelfe,accor- 
ding to bis foliy, ora man tranfported be*  
yond ciuill bounds, by confenting in the 
famea&ofwilfulnefle? Why may wee not 
accompt thofe men to be lame , whom lu*  
ftice,for the time, depriues of ail forces and 
faculties, by which they ihould perfourme 
that vnlawfull Challenge,to which they are 
inuited 01 prouoked, by thepride and out­
rage oftheir Oppofites ? How can they be 
faidto iłand tree from fuperioreommands, 
that are borne in obedience to Lawes and 
Maęiftrates, and that by the Lawę of na- 
tm-ciiwę 11 e fi.ff dîity to their Cou; tries,
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the next to their parents and friends, and 
the laft to themfelues, beingfiirtherbound 
by the rules ofthe great Generali, to keepe 
their ftanding firme,according to the iudg- 
ment ofthe diuine Thilo/bpber, without fo- 
much as ffepping afide vpon any errand,tili 
they be otherwife employed, or receiu© fuf- 
ficientdifchargeby fupereminent Authorû 
tie ? what différence can any wife inan put 
betweene one that firikes in the Church, 
and that ftrikes againił the Canons of the 
Church ; that giues a blow within the barre, 
and him that breakes thofe Lawes and Or­
ders wilfully, that are impleaded at the 
barre j betweene him that buffets his Oppo- 
fite within the /ergeoftheKingshoufe, and 
him that by conforming to the Challenge, 
braues the Prince himíelíe that foi tifies the 
Perge ? For whether fhall we fay to be grea- 
ter, asour Sanioar himfelfe deraaunds, the 
Gold itfelfe, or the Tempie, by which the 
Gold cornes to be fanâified ï Since then the 
partie thus bound vp with Laęąrus both 
hand and foote, cannot appeare vpon a 
Challenge, without incurring firft thecen- 
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fure of all Lawes without reiped toconfci- 
ence orawe, Wee hold the partie that pro- 
uokes him to the perillof his Honour, for­
tune,conicience & life, to be timorous, and 
bafe,becaufe all circumftances, afwellperfo- 
nall,aslocall, vtterly bereaue him chat free 
fcope which Subieds ought to challenge, 
anfwering a matter ofthis weight Oppofite. 
T> Y that time the moft proper Remedies 

haue qualified the diftemper of ill dif» 
pofedminds, audacious Spirits haueimar» 
ted for incompétent defires, the falfe co­
lo urs and pretences of erring Cuftome, 
haue both bin counter-pleaded & correded 
by reforming Seueritie,by that time Pafsion 
hath bene put into the right courfe of fub- 
mitting to Difcretion, and Caution hath 
wroughtit felfe at leafure, into as confiant 
a forme and habite of conforming to Obé­
dience,as Seife-will tooke in former times to 
plant falfe Priuciples; the greaterpart will 
eafily difcerne,that there is greater reafon to 
reprooue thofe that öfter Challenges of 
madnefle,thentotaxethofe of Cowardife, 
that abflaine out ofduety.

Since
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Ince therefore it belongeth vnto Vs that 
are accountable to the Soueraigne Com- 

maunder both of heauen and earch, to pu- 
niíh all wiltull tranfgreflours oi Diuine 
Lawes, whofe end is to deňroy the facred 
Image of G o d himielfe in the foules of 
men; topreuent the fhipwrackes that arc 
daily madę of Liues and Families, to the 
great enfeeblement of theSMioit felfe; to 
binde Honour to Obedience, with a knot 
inioluble;& to fupprefle felfeloue that ićdu- 
cing Counfcllour,that obferues no rules : It 
now remaineSjthat fo many asíhal coceiúe 
themiêlues to be behinde in the leaił reipeâ: 
or point of Honour,feekedifcreetly and ad- 
uifedly to repaire themfelues in the Marßals 
Court, who are already throughly inftru- 

ćfed and prepared, as well for the clean- 
fing of all greene Wounds^s for the 

healingof olde ťlcers that 
ihal appeare to them.

Si T La vs Sanctx 
Trinität i.
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