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ADVERTISEMENT.

H E Publiflier delivcřs, with pleáfurcq 
thc tcnth and laft numberof his Abridg- 

Inent ; and as evcry link of thc chain rela­

tive to this EmbaiTy has been preferved iri 
its progreïs, he leavcá the Public to form 
their opinion as to the probability of adé­
quate fuccefs. With regard to himfelf, in 
fcw inítančes has he Cvcr met with greätcr 
encouragement ;—in none—with more ge­
neral approbation. In his propofals he en- 
gaged to deliver only twenty plates ; but the 
čxtraordinary encomiums pafled on thc work 
by thc difeerning Public, ftimulatcd his ex­
erçons, and demandcd that his libcrality 
ihould keep pace with their gcnerofity ; he 
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ÍV ADVERTISEMENT. •

has thcreforc incrcafed thcir number to 
twenty five : And notwithftanding Mr. 
Nicol has preíumed to bcftow thc epithet 
of miferable on thc Prints of this abftračt, 
thc Public will fcc, by comparifon, that 
no ne are inferior,—many are fuperior to 
his own Engravings.

Far was it from the Publiiher’s intention 
to deprcciatc thc original work, from which, 
by thc pian hc had adopted, hc was likely 
to derive bcnefit. But as hc has unprovok- 
ingly been dared to combat,—like a prudent 
General he has referved thc lire of his artil- 
lery till the day of battlc, in Weftminfter 
Hall ; when hc will be ablc to íhowcr upon 
his antagoniiłs fuch vollcys of fccrct informa­
tion, and irrciiltible arguments, relative to 
the folio volume of plates, as well as the 
quarto volumes, &c. as may bring fuffu- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. V

fion on the cheeks of fomc, and make 
thcm lament they had ever cxcited fuch 

difclofure.

The Public are the bcít judges of the 
handfome männer in which they háve been 
trcatcd in regard to this Embaífy, which 
has coft the nation two hundred tfyoufand 
pounds. It is ítill frcíli in their memory, 
that an account of it was advertifed to bc 
fold for three guineas. Nor is it yet known 
on what prctcncc it is now publiíhed at four 
guineas ; unlefs it be, that the high expééta- 
tions which the Eaft India Company had 
formed of it, induccd thcm to make a pre- 
fent of THREE T1IOUSAND GUINEAS M- 

uoards defraying the expence of engrav- 
ing the volume of unintereßing plates ; 
many of which, fuppofing half the fum to 
háve been applied to that purpofe, rcfleél as 
little hononr on the artilłs as the additional 
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price to thc firft propofal does on the pub­
lizier. Some of thefe plates are well exe- 
cuted ; others fpeak for themfelves : hut 
the maps fo highly cxtollcd are, to retort on 
Mr. Nicol, forry copies of tlíc Jefuiťs maps 
of China.

k

But thc rage for obtruding Prints on thc 
Public does not ftop hcre ; for the truly in­
génions, and, we may add, inodefi Mr. Alex­
ander, has iffucd propofals fór publifliing a 
feries of Prints relating to China, to be 
comprizcd in twelve numbers, at the mode­
rate price of, with letter-prefs, feven íhil- 
lings and fixpencc cach (we hope no fatal 
accident has befallen thc fécond number, 
which was to havc appeared laft Auguft) ; 
fo that, including four guineas to be paid to 
Mr. Nicol for printing his part of thc Em- 
baífy, in a type large cnough to be rcad by 
telegraphs inftead of fpcétacles, the Public 

would 
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would bc obliged to pay eight pounds and 
fourteen ihillings, cre they could obtain that 
information towards which evcry individual 
has contributed, were it not for the corrcd, 
concife, and elegant abridgment of the Pub- 
lifher’s, at the moderate cxpence of Half a 
Guinea in boards. »

Though Mr. Stockdalc deems it indií- 
pcnfibly neccflary to be on his guard to 
repel attacks, as he has alrcady donc ; he dé­
clares, that he cheriihes no refentment 

f

againft any of thofe Gentlemen, much lefs 
againft the learned Secrctary, and compiler 

of the original work, for whofe abilities, and 
elegance of manners, he entertains the higheft 
çftecm.

Piccadilly, 27tllOäobcr> 1797-

Explanatton



Explanation of the Front i/piece and Fig nette.

The Frontifpiece rcprefents the Earl of Macartncy’s 
Entrancc into China, introduced by a Madarine. 
In the back ground are Cities, Canals, &c. The 
three Figures, between the Mandarine and the Fo­
rnale reprefenting Commerce, are Soldiers of the 
Empcror.

The Vignette rcprefents an Englifh Merchant fliewing 
fomc fine broad Cloth to a Chincfe: on the fidc of 
cach, are Emblems of the Commerce of the re- 
fpeäive Countries. In the fore ground are the In- 
fefls and Plant of Turon Bay ; with the Leaf of the 
Prjckly Pear and Cochincal Infeds.
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EMBASSY
TO THE

EMPEROR OF CHINA.
----- iraggcm»------ —

CHAPTER I.
* •1 . / . ... ' ‘ ’ * i J . • . * )

OCCASION OF THE EMBASSY.
*-• ■ * J* ’ '“w r *

THE late Embafiy to China, of which 
thc following is a iummary account, 

was undertaken by Government, as might 
ńaturally be imagined, on purpofc to facili- 
tatc and cxtend our commercial intcrcourfe 
with that empire. The Portugueze were 
thc firft Europeans who, in this point of 
view, cxplorcd thc coaft of China. This 
event took place in the fifteenth ccntury, 
and from thcir carlieft communication, thcy 
had rendered thc Chincfe fuch eminent fer- 
vices, as induccd thc Emperor to grant them 
certain privilèges and immunitics; the Chi- 

B nefc



2 éMbašsý

ncfe theirfelves rcpofed in thcm thc greatcít 
confidence, and, in fomc inítances, havc 
granted thcm a dccidcd preference over 
every other natioií.

The Ďutch, fomc timc after, followed 
the track of thc Portugueze ; and they, too, 
having helped to fubduc a powcrful rebel 
who, with his flcets, was committing great 
déprédations on thc caítcrn coaít of China, 
feccivcd great attentions from thc govern- 
ment ; thc Emperor invited thcm to Pekin, 
and loadcd them with tokens of cítccm. 
His fucceflor, Cam-hi thc Great, who rcign- 
cd long and proíperoufly, admitted into his 
familiarity, all forcigners who were adepts 
in fuch of thc arts and feicnccs, as were bet- 
ter known and cultivated in Europe thaii 
i u tlíc caítcrn climc. Many of thefe were 
religions Miffionarics, from Spain as well as 
Portugal, all of thc Roman Catholie perfua- 
fioih fent thither to propagatc their modes 
of faith ; men who, from their depth of 
learning, ítriétncfs of morality, and fimpli- 
city of manners, conciliatcd generál cítccm, 

madc
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made many profclytes, and by theíe mcans 
furthercd the objcćts of fuch of thcir coun- 
trymen has had cmbarked only on thc prin- 
ciplcs of commerce.

At thc clofc of thc fixteenth Century, John 
Mildenhall was font out by order of Queen 
Elizabeth, to the court of thc Great Mogul, 
to obtain certain commercial advantages for 
thc. Englifli. He was there iłrongly oppofed 
by the Spanifh and Portugueze Jefuits, who, 
from craft and prefents, contrivcd to fruftrate % ę- : < 
its completion for fomc years. It appears 
that the exclufivc privilège of reforting 
thither was elaimed, and cnjbycd, by thc 
Portugueze fili thc ycar 1634, when a free 
trade to China, as well as to other parts of 
the Eaft Indies, was agreed to betwccn thc 
Viccroy of Goa and a Company of Englifli 
Merchants, purfuant to a licence granted 
for that purpofc by King Charles the Firft, 
though in oppofition to an exifling charter 
of Queen Elizabeth, which dclcgated that 
immunity to others. This Company of 
Merchants, by virtue of the premifes, fitted

B 2 out



4 ÈMfiASSŸ

out a fičet of fhips, and gave the command 
to Captain Wcddcll, who being furniihed 
with corrcfpondcnt letters to the Governor 
of Macao, could forefee no obftacle to pre- 
vent the meditated intercourfc with the 
Chinefc at Canton. It feems, however, that 
the Procurator of Maccow, or, as it would 
appcar, the Portugueze ConfuI, on the flect’s 
arrivai off that place, went on board the 
Commodorc’s ihip, and faid, that as to mat- 
ters of fefreihment, be would providc them ; 
but that therc was an obftacle to their trad­
ing, which was, the non-confent of the 
Chinefc, who, he pretended, held his (the 
Portugueze) peuple in mifcrable fubjeétion.

1» ’
In the Iliftory of Commerce, whcncc tins 

article is extraéied, wc arc farther informed, 
that the Englifli, mortified, doubtlcfs, at the 
difappointment, were determined to difeo- 
ver, if poftible, the river leading to Canton. 
A barge and pinnacc, with above fiity men, 
were accordingly fent out to explore, and in 
the courfe of two days they came in fight 
of the mouth of the river, the cntrance of 

which



TO CHINA. 5

xvhich was prohibited cven to tłie Portu- 
gueze; and who, in confcqucnce, carricd oq 
thcir traffic in fmall craft, through circui- 
tous narrow ftraits amid varions iílands.-^— 
The Chincfc, alarmcd at thcir appcarancc, 
came down the river, bcing thcn in fight 
of a fort, or caftle, with twcnty fail of juHÍst 
(boats) all mountcd with ordnancc, and trc- 
blc-manncd, commanded by an admirai, 
who dcfired thcm to corne to an anchor. 
Having complicd, the Chincfc bcgan to cx- 
poftulate on the temerity of coming thithcr 
to infpcćt thcir manufactures, and explore 
the interior parts of fo great a Princc’s do­
minions ; and afked who wcrc thcir pilots. 
Bcing told that they camc from England to. 
excrcifc a free tradc for the mutual advan- 
tage of both Princes, paying the accuftom- 
ed duties, likc others,—that they werc with- 
out pilots, and wcrc able, of thcmfclvcs, to 
difcovcr, by art, paflages infinitely more in- 
tricatc and dangcrous, they bcgan to relax 
thcir auftcrity, and promifed to introducc 
thrcc of thcm to the Viccroy at Canton, 
provided they would procecd no farthcr in

B 3 thcir
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their pinnace. This was agrccd to, andthe, 
next day, bcing within five Icagucs of Can­
ton, (the alarm having reachcd that city) a 
députation waitcd on thcm, and dcfircd 
thcm, in a fricndly manncr, to return to 
their fhips ; with an afliiranee, that if 
they would apply to certain pcrfons at 
Maccow, they fliould hâve a licence grant- 
cd thcm for thc cxercife of a frcc trade. 
This was nothing but an artifice ; for their 
rcqucft bcing complicd with, fix veflels be- 
longing to thc Portuguczc, laden with mer- 
chandize, failed in thc interim for Japan ; 
and it appeared they wcrc under apprchcn- 
fions lcf| Commodore Wcddcll fhould hâve 
feized thcm. Bcing now out of danger, 
they derided Englifh credulity; and confid- 
ing in their own fłrcngth, on thc fcorc of 
dcfcncc, fept thc Englifh a peremptory dé­
niai.

Enragcd at this piece of oriental duplici­
ty, a council of war was holden, at which 
it was unanimoufly rcfolvcd, to procccd up. 
thc river as far as Canton. Having rcachcd

the
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thc caftlc bcforcmcntioncd, by mcans ot 
fomc Interpreters they feil in with, tbcy 
werc introducod to fome Mandarines; who 
promifcd, on condition of their remaining 
on thc fpot for fix days, to intercédé with 
the principal men, refident at Canton, for 
thc accompliihment of their wifhcs. This 
was another fubterfuge in order to gain 
time ; for in thc courfe of tour days, the 
faid fort, before difmantlcd, was now fur- 
nifhcd w ith forty fix pièces of heavy ord- 
nance ; and they aćtually difcharged fevcral 
fliot at one of thc barges, as it was paffing 
by in fearch of a convcnicnt watering place. 
This daftardly condućt, fupcrinduced by thc 
falfe reprefentations of thc Portuguezc, fo 
inccnfcd thc wholc Englilh flcct, that, thc 
thc famę hiftory tells us, they immediately 
hoifted the bloody flag, got wider way, 
anchorcd within gunfhot, abrcaft of thc fort, 
and, by a brille and wcll-condućłed fire, 
filcnced, in a fcw hours, this formidable bat- 
tery. They then landed a hundred men, 
got fuli pofleflion of thc fortrefs, difmount- 
ęd thc ordnancc, hoiiłcd thc Britiih flag on

B 4 thy
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thc walls, fct firc to thc council-houfe, and 
demoliflicd whatcvcr they could. Having 
fcizcd two or thrcc fmall veffels, a letter 
•was fent to Canton by one of thc boats, 
complaining of their breach of faith. They 
alfo juitified their proccedings; and throw- 
ing ail thc odium on thc perfidy and intri­
gues of thc Portugueze, they cffcétcd a ré­
conciliation, and obtaincd the objeét in 
view,—a licence for a free tradc.

The unfortunatc circumftançes, howevcr, 
under which thc Engliíh firlt got footing in 
China, muft hâve operated to their difad- 
vantage, and rendered their fituation, for 
fomc time, peculiarly unpleafant. Till then* 
thc namc of their country was unknown ; 
and thc contcmptuous epithet of carrotty- 
fate was attachcd to them long after their 
commercial intcrcourfc. Thefc, and other 
inaufpicious impreffions given of them by 
othpr European nations, added to the na­
tional and religions prejudice? imbibed 
againft them, and thofè unrcftrained éma­
nations of liberty and independcnce, too fre- 

qucntly 
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quently indulged in by the natives of Bri­
tain, wcre only to bc oblitcratcd by a ferics. 
ot vigilant circumfpećiion, and prudent dc- 
meanor; and more efpecially as mcrchants, 
as well as artifans, arc thcrc holden in the 
loweft degree of eftimation. But of all fo-> 
reigners, then carrying on traffic at the port 
of Canton, the Englifh, from the above 
caufcs, werc portrayed in the moft unfa- 
vourable point of vicw ; their complaints, 
howeyerjuft and notorious, wcre deemed 
frivolous and vexatious ; and, to prevent 
their gricvanccs from being. made known, 
perfons wcre forbidden to tranflate them. 
The fmall number of theEngliih who hadac- 
quired as inqch of the Chincfc language as to 
be able to reprefent them, being applicd tofor 
that purpofe, rendered themfclvcs obnoxious; 
and it bccamc dangerous for the natives to 
undertake to teach it. Now though a fac- 
tory had beep eftablifhed upwards of a Cen­
tury,—yet, for want of an affimilation of 
manners, fentiments, and habits, which fa- 
cilitatc and invigoratc commerce;—on ac- 
ponnt of the vaft pre-cmincncc of rank ar- 

rogated 
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rogatcd by pcrfons in authority, at China, 
over thofe cxcrcifing any kind of traffic,—r 
mercantile concerna wcrc matcrially im- 
peded, and expofed to varions importions. 
Thus cifcumiłanced, thofe ancient préju­
dices to ftrangers, early imbibed, and deeply 
rooted, operating on the condućt of the Chi- 
nefe, and reduccd as it wcrc, to a fcicncc, 
founded on the pcrfećl ftatc of their own 
civilization, remained in their full force; 
and to reprefs the condućt of their Euro- 
pean viiitors, as well as to prevent the con- 
taminating powers of bad examples among 
their own pcoplc, Orders wcrc iil'ued that 
one port only fhould be left open for forcign 
fhips;—and at a iłated period, every Euro- 
pean was obligcd to embark, or quit the 
Chinefe territories, Icaving his faćłory and 
conccrns until the return of the fhip the 
next ycar.

Another obftrućłion to commerce, which 
Jong exifted, was,—the natives wcrc in- 
ftrućłcd, by the moraliits of the Empire, to 
admit it onlyfrom motives of humanity and

benevolence, 
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benevolence, not froni ncceffity or inclina­
tion on their part, nor any mutual benefit 
to be derived ; and even the balance of tradc 
in their favour, a defirablc objcćt with all 
other nations, among them was confidercd 
rather as an inconvcnicncc than advantage. 
Indifferent, then, as to its progrefs, and it 
being ratherfnJferedÚYánjbughtfor, itrangers 
who cxercifed it could entertain but flender 
hopes of common attention, or common 
julticc; nor could the Engliih, in their deal- 
ings, procure any redrefs for inffrlts, hard- 
fhips, or oppreffions. Such conduit, how- 
ever, could not, in their opinion, be known 
to, nor authorized by, the Emperor of 
China; and, thereforc, under this convic­
tion, many agents of the India Company, 
concerned in the tradc thithcr, hinted the 
ncccffity and propricty of an embaffy to his 
Imperial Majcffy, in hopes that, by a truc 
ftatement of their fituation, he would order 
a removal of the cxiiling grievances. The 
idea was communicatcd to fomc eminent 
ąrtifts and mathcmaticians, in the fcrvice ot, 
and who refided at, the Court of Pekin ;

and 



12 EMBASSY

and from a thorough knowledge of the dif- 
pofition of thofc who compofed it, concciv- 
ed the meafurc would be attended with the 
happieft cffećłs, provided it met with pro­
per fupport. Such an event, however, was 
not to be brought about by any of the Eng- 
lifh at Canton ; they had not bcen particu- 
larly recommendcd by their Sovereign, and 
were no otherwife known than through the 
deferiptive medium of their adverfaries or 
çompetitors. The famé motives of policy 
pr commerce, yvhich led to the cftablifh- 
ment of Miniftprs ąt pthcr Courts, applicd 
with equal force and propriety to the ap­
pointaient of one at Pekin. Bcfides, the 
miffion of a Britifh Ambaflador, it was ar- 
gued, would be as flatteringly receivcd, as 
the fpećłacle would be fplendid and novel. 
The annual amount of the |rade between 
the two countries amounted tp lèverai mil­
lions ftcrling ; and though the two fçats of 
Government werp many thoufand miles 
apart, yet the dependent territories of cach 
State approximated within two hundred 
miles of that of Hindoftan. It is herc, 

liowcvcr, 
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liowcver, deferving of notice, that there are 
ibme petty princes, offen* hoftile to cach 
other, but clofely connećłcd with, or de­
pendent on, one or other of their two pow- 
erful ncighbours, who occupy much of the 
fpace fituated between the weitem limits of 
the Chincfc Province of Shen-fcc, and the 
eaftern boundary of the Britiih Government 
of Bcngah In the common courte of events, 
from fuch a relative fituation muft arii'c 
difeuffions which might, without the inter­
vention of perfons of high rank and confi- 
dcntial charaéter, Jay the baiis of difagreea- 
blc difputcs between the two Courts.

At Canton, a few ycars fince, an accident 
happened which had well nigh put a itop 
to our foreign trade. Evils of every kind, 
fraught with this tendency, arc to bc appre- 
hended, and ought to bc particularly guardcd 
againlt, efpecialty by a commercial nation. 
On fomc day of rejoicing, in firing the 
guns of onc of thoie vciîels which navigates 
between the Britiih fcttlcmcnts in India and 
Canton, but not in the employment of the

Eaft-
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Eaft-India Company, two Chincfc, in a boaf 
lying ncar thc veffel, in thc river Canton, 
wcrc accidentally killed by thc gunncr. The 
crime of murder is never pardoned in Chi­
na. The Viccroy of thc province, fired 
with indignation at thc fuppofcd atrocity, 
demanded thc perpetrator of thc decd, or 
thc perfon of him who ordered it. The 
event was ftated, in a rcmonftrancc, to bc 
pnrcly accidentai ; but thc Viccroy, fup- 
pofing it to hâve been donc from a wickcd 
difpofition, ftill perfifted in his demand, and 
to affurc himiclf of that objeéi, he feized 
one of thc principal iùpcrcargocs. The other 
Faftorics being alarmed, united themfelves 
with thc Englifh as in a common caufc, 
and feemed difpofcd to refift thc intentions 
of thc Viccroy; who, on his part, arranged 
his troops on thc banks of thc river to force 
a compliance. It was at lait deemed expe­
dient, on principlcs of policy, to givc up thc 
gunncr, with fcarcc a glimmering hopc that 
his life would bc fpared. Note I.



TO CHINA. 15

The Chiłicfe Government, ever on the 
Watch with rcfpcét to ftrangers, and cafily 
alarmed, forefees the poffibiiity of the mott 
diftant cvils ; and there was much caufe of 
apprehcnfion leit, to avoid fimilar accidents, 
and to prefèrve the tranquillity of its lüb- 
jcćts, it might not bave bcen induccd to 
put a total ftop to forcign traffic. The ef­
fets which fuch a prohibition muit hâve 
on our manufaćtures, not to mention the 
revenue, would hâve bcen fcvcrcly feit in 
this country ; but in no onc article fo much 
as that of tca, which is now bccomc a ne- 
ccflary of life in ail ranks of focicty ; the 
fudden deprivation of which, having no pro 
per fubftitutc, might bc conlidcrcd as a na­
tional calamity.

The firft importers of tca into Europe, 
which did not take place till the commence­
ment of the lait Century, were the Dutch. 
They had heard of the general life of a bc- 
verage from a plant of that country, and 
they wiihcd to eitabliih the. laie of an Eu- 
ropean plant, praifed for its virtucs, for the

famé
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famé víc among the Chineíe, and thus ež- 
change one Commodity for the other. Sagi 
was the herb fixcd on, extolled by the an- 
cient phyficians for its falubrious and lon- 
gevous qualities. The Europcän herb foon 
feil into difufe in China ; but the confump- 
tion of forcign tca has fince increafcd afto- 
niihingly in Europe. From fifty thoufand 
pounds weight, the animal public faleš of 
the Company in the bcginning of the pre- 
fcnt Century, the fales in the famę time, 
now amount to nearly twcnty millions of 
pounds, which is four hundrćd times as 
much as it was a hundrcd ycars ago.

. i i ► .
Meafurcs hâve been tak en to introducc 

the culture of tea in fuch of the Britiih ter- 
ritories in Hindoftan as appcar to be inoft 
congenial to its growth ; and a fhiall plan­
tation of it, in the liland of Corfica, is rc- 
portcd to be in a flourifhing ftatc ; but the 
producc will not be equal» to the expence, 
ït is thought, however, highly probable, 
that we may, fome time hcrcaftcr, furnilh 
ourfelves with this ufeful article, on rcafon-

• ablc
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ablc tcrms, without depending on tlić will 
or caprice of a forcign Power. In thc inte­
rim, prudence dićłatcd thc ncccffity of 
forming fuch a connećtion with the Court 
of Pekin, as might place thc Britifh tradc to 
China on a folid and more bénéficiai baíis, 
as well as to removc the difticulties and jca- 
loufies which might arife on thc fidc of 
Hindoftan, from thc intrigues and mifrcprc- 
fentations of thc rcfpeétivc dcpcndents or 
allies of China and Great Britain.

The forming and complcting of fuch an 
alliance could not bc cxpcétcd to be brought 
about on a fuddcn. The Court of Pékin 
was little inclined to an intcrcourfc with. 
foreign States, and dccmed it wifdom to fc- 
clude its fùbjcéts, whom it confidercd as in. 
thc vale of happinefs, from an affociation 
with thc profane.-—A hafty exception to 
this could not bc expeéled in favour of a 
nation, of whofe .virtucs the Empcror and 
Mandarines were but little acquaintcd.

C , The
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The punilhmcnt of a Britiih fubjcd, by 
exprefs orders from Pekin, for endcavouring 
to penctratc ta the capital, in order to pre- 
fent a memorial of gricvanccs from the Bri­
tiih Fadory, is a proof of the difficulty and 
hazard that might hâve attended an attempt 
to place a fucccffion of Britiih fubjcds, in 
dignified fituations, at that Court, whofe 
amiable manners, and difcrect condud, 
would bc adapted to gain the efteem and 
refpcd of every clafs ; and by diffipating 
their préjudices, and conciliating their good 
will, obtain that confidence rcquifite for fo 
defirablc a conneéiion. But a more rational 
hope for fucccfs was attachcd to the million 
of an Envoy of rank, invefted with royal 
authority; and, accordingly, a Noblcman crf 
cxaltcd merit undertook to make the experi­
ment,but his prématuré death on the outward 
pafi'agc interrupted the expédition. Note IL

Some time after, other propitious circum- 
ftanccs occurred to prefs the execution of 
the original defign, which had bcen delayed 
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by thc above cvcnt ; and to thc confidcra- 
tion of policy and commerce, wcrc no w fu- 
pcraddcd thofe of humanity and philofophy. 
Undcr the aufpices of his prcfcnt Majcfty, 
adding luftrc to his reign, vety confidcrable 
and important improvcmcnts had becn 
madę in navigation and gcography, by voy­
ages round the world, executed by ablc and 
identifie men. Entcrprizcs like thefe, tend- 
ing to cnlargc the boundaries of knowledge, 
without the incentives of conqucft or gain; 
voluntarily facrificing every enjoyment, and 
encountcring numerous périls, in order to 
enrich thc pages of hiftory or fcience, werc, 
in thc midft of war, regardcd as facred by 
an admiring enemy, and thc perfons and 
property of thc adventurers, unfolicitcdly, 
fccurcd from hoftility.

The accounts given by thofe who had 
hitherto bcen fortunatc enough to penetrate 
into C hina, were contradiétory and problc- 
matical, contributing rather to excite atten­
tion than fatisfy curiofity. Thcy ail con- 

C '2 curred, 
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currcd, howcver, in afluring, that, in regard 
to its natural and artificial productions,— 
the policy and uniformity of its Govern­
ment,—tbe manners and fentiments of the 
inhabitants, their civil inftitutions, moral 
maxims, and general cconomy,—it prefent- 
cd, colle&ivcly, onc of the fublimeft objccts 
for human contemplation, or deep rcfearch. 
The imaginary danger of admitting a free 
intercourfe to perfons, prone to tumult and 
immorality, are the obftaclcs raifed by the, 
Chinefe Government againft a free invefti- 
gation of it ; and this could only be donc 
away bý fuch ítrangers whofe rectitude of 
conduit, and fuavity of manners, fhould 
convince them to the contrary by cxamples 
of an oppofite tendency.

To cradicate fuch inveterate préjudices, 
thcrc might not only be required the cfFcct 
of cxamples free from moral obliquity, but 
alfo the accompanying qualifications for 
moving in the higher fpherc of life. Much 
might dopend on the admifiion of an Am- 

baffador
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baïfador into their territorics, and the im- 
prcffion which hc and his fuite might make 
on the minds of the Mandarines and the 
people at large, during their progrefs through 
the country, and his vifit to the Court; but 
principally, whether he could excite a willi, 
and procure rcfidcnce for, fucceeding Mini- 
fters, contrary to the prefent received prac­
tice of the Chinefc. To cffeét this would 
be a principal ftep toward the conclufion of 
an intimatc alliance with the Empcror, and, 
by confcqucncc, a free intcrcourfc with ail 
parts of China. To aim at too much, in the 
beginning, might occafion either a tedious 
delay, or a total failure; and though the Eaft- 
India Company were too well convinccd of 
the inconvenicnces and oppreiïions attached 
to their commerce at Canton, yct, dreading 
hardfhips of a grcatcr magnitude, they re- 
commcndcd the utmoft care and circum- 
fpeétion, leit the Government of China 
fhould, by any imaginary umbrage, cntirely 
cxcludc them from entering their ports. 
Adminiftration had, therefore, to feleét from

C 3 her
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lier bofom, a perlon of great talents, long 
expérience, and tried prudence ; and it was 
fome time erc the Minifter had determincd 
on his choice.

CHARTER IL

PREPARATIONS FOR THE EMBASSY.

THE Right Honourablc Earl Macartncy, 
who had alrcady advantagcd his country 

by his diplomatie talents, and whofe réputa­
tion was fixed for integrity and aptnefs for 
bufinefs, was appointed, by the Minifter, 
Embaflador Extraordinary and Minifter Plc- 
nipotentiary to the Empcror of China. On 
this occafion, the Lords of the Admiralty 
ordered a fixty-four gun fliip, the Lion, to* 
bc fitted up for his Lordfliip’s réception, 
with leave to nominatc the Commander. 
Captain, now Sir Erafmus Gower, who in 
his juvenile years had bcen two voyages 

round
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round the world, and fully equal to the im­
portant fcrvicc, was felcćtcd for this pur- 
pofe, and honourcd with the command; and 
was alfo gratified with the choicc of liis of- 
ficcrs, every clafs of which was foon fillcd.

To add dignity to the miffion, a military 
guard was alfo ałlowed, to attend the perfon 
of the EmbaiTador, in compliance with the 
praétice of Eaitcrn Embaffies. This guard, 
over whom it had been rcfolvcd to maintain 
the ftriéteft difciplinc, in order to prevent 
the leaft dereliélion of duty, or diforderly 
conduét, when in prcfoncc of the Chincfe, 
was put under the command of Major, now 
Colonel, Benfon ; affiited by Lieutenant, 
now Captain, Parifli ; and Lieutenant, now 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Crcwe. Dctćłor Gillan 
was Phyiician to the Embafly, and Doćtor 
Scot the Surgeon; a gentleman of abilities 
and expérience, who had long ferved in that 
capacity in the navy with diftinguiihed ré­
putation. Doctor Dinwiddic, aftronomcr, 
and Mr. Barrow, both well ikilled in ma- 
thcmati.cs and rocchanics, had alfo appro*

C*4 priatc
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priate appointmcnts. Mr. Achcfon Maxwell 
and Mr. Edward Winder, were madę joint 
Secretaries to the Embaffador; and Mr. 
Henry Baring, rccently appointed a Writcr 
in the fervice of the Eaft-India Company, 
was permitted to accompany the Embaffy to 
Pekin. Two botanic gardeners alfo em- 
barked, one at the public cxpence, the other 
at that of an individual in the Embaffy.

Another office, of no fmall import, ftill 
rcmained vacant, which was as ncceflary as 
its fulfilment was difficult ; that of inter­
preter and tranflator. In all the Britifh do­
minions, not one perfon could be procured 
properly qualified; and to dépend on finding 
one at Canton, was too precarious for the 
importance of the Embaffy. The Miffiona- 
rics tolerated at the Court of Pekin arc not 
allowcd to leave the country ; but fomc, by 
penetrating in difguife far from the capital, 
hâve bccn known to return. Some of the 
morę learned Chincfe, however, had, by 
fortuitous circumftanccs, found their way to 
Rome, and wcrc employed, at the Vatican,

to 
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to examine certain Chinefe books and ma- 
nuferipts ;—and at Naples a College had 
been founded, out of z.eal for Chriftianity, 
dedicated to the éducation of young Chi­
nefe; who, by means of the European Mif- 
fionaries, had contrived to cffcét their efcapę 
out of China. The only rcfourcc left was, 
to fee whether any of the above wcrc wil- 
ling to accept of, and qualified for, the em- 
ployment. With this view, the Secretary of 
the intended Embafly fat out in January, 
1702. He pafled through Paris, where two 
foundations for foreign mifllons itill fubfiit- 
cd—La Mai/bn de Saint Lazare, and La 
Maifon des Misions Etrangères. At the lat- 
ter was one who had left China twcnty 
ycars ago ; bút, befides that he was averíe 
to rc-vifit that country, hc had nearly for- 
gotten his native language. Hcncxtwcntto 
Rome, but with no other fuccefs than that 
of having procurcd, from Cardinal Antonelli, 
ftrong letters of recommendation to the Ita- 
lian Mifíionaries in China, as well as to the 
Curators of the Chinefe College at Naples. 
Thcre, by the aid of his Majeltv’s Miniíter,

Sir
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Sir William Hamilton, to whom the Col­
lege were under obligations, hc ovcrcame 
the fcruples of the Curators ; and two Chi- 
nefe, uneontaminated in morals, amiable in 
manners, and candid in difpofition, quali- 
fied to interpret between their own langnagc 
and the Italian or Latin, came to England 
with the Sccrctary of the Embafly, in May, 
1792, exprefsly to embark for China in 
quality of Interpreters.

They foon began to render thcmfclves 
ufcful, by fomc pertinent hints rcfpećłing 
their own country, and fuggefted the fitteft 
préparations for fuch an expédition. Pre- 
fents, according to the Eaüern manners, are 
indifpcnfiblc, both for the Emperor and bis 
Court ; and they mentioned w hat they 
judged might bc moi! acceptable. Such 
articles as werc thcrc ibught after with avi- 
cfity, and produced the greateft profit, wcrc, 
on this head, not to bc difregarded. Ex- 
traordinary pièces of ingénions and compli- 
cated mechanifm, richly and varioufly or- 
namented, and producing, by means of in­

ternal 
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ternal whecls and fprings, apparcntly auto- 
matous movements, werc cxportcd annual- 
ly, to a confiderablc amount. Thefe ma­
chines, taken ovcr thither at the exprefs dc- 
fire of the Mandarines, whom it might 
hâve bccn dangerous to difobey, were cithcr 
given as prefents, or a trifling fum, infinitc- 
ly lefs than the firft coft, was received in re­
turn, that the tranfaćłion might hâve the 
appearance of a common purchafe. Many 
ot thefe coftly articles, obtained by the 
Mandarines, for littlc confidcration, from 
the merchants, under promife of protection 
from their inferiors, ultimately found their 
way into the Palaces of the Emperor and 
his Minifters, in the hope of fecuring the 
favour of their fuperiors,

It would hâve been vain, in public prefents, 
to think.of furpafting, cithcr in coft or work- 
manihip, fuch articles of this kind, (called, 
in the cant jargon of the Eaft, Sing Songs') as 
had pafled thither through private channels; 
and befides, the annual accumulation of 
them was fuppofed fufficicnt to fatiatc the

tranfient 
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tranfient gratification excited by gaudy 
trifles. Othcr prcfcnts wcrc fubiłitutcd in 
thcir room morc worthy of princcly notice 
and acceptance.

Aitronomy bcing a favouritc fcicncc in 
China, which has long engroffed the atten­
tion and occupation of the Government, in- 
fłrumcnts of the lateft improvements, and 
orreries reprefenting the moft pcrfećt motions 
of the folar iyitem, could not fail to be ac­
ceptable. To thefe wcrc added, fpccimcns 
or aflbrtments of fuch of our manufaćtures, 
finilhed in the firił iły Ic, as wcrc adapted 
for generał utility, or focial comfort ; which, 
befides bcing likely to prove highly grateful 
to thofc to whom they were prefented, wcrc 
likcly to croate a future dcmand for the 
fit mc articles.

For the fafer convcyancc of thcfc prcfcnts, 
the liait-India Company appointed one of 
thcir largeit fiiips, and gave the command 
of her to Captain Macintoih ; with inftruc- 
tions to carry out fuch perfons appertaining

to 
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to the Embafly as could not conveniently bc 
accommodatcd on board thc Lion. A fmall 
brigantine, manned and officered from thc 
Lion, was alfo fitted out, as a tender, to ac- 
company thc Embafly.

It bccame ncccflary, while thefe prépara­
tions werc making, to embrace thc carlieił 
opportunity of formally announcing thc in- 
tended Embafly to the Chinefc Govern­
ment, inafmuch as intelligence is frequently 
convcyed to China from foreign ports. 
Without this procaution, thc undertaking 
might, through error or dcfign, be madę to 
aflume an uncertain or warlikc appcarance, 
—thc Embafl'ador’s réception rendered du- 
bious,—and the intentions of Government 
completcly frulłratcd. To fccurc, then, thc 
cffećts of firił impreflions, which in every 
inftance are difficultly eradicatcd, threc 
Commiffioners, who had bcen fclcćled by 
thc Eaft-India Company to manage their 
affairs at Canton, vvere empowered to com- 
municate, with due folcmnity, the intended 
xniiïion of Lord Macartney ; and to dclivcr 

a letter, 
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a lettcr, corrcfpondcnt hcrcto, from Sir 
Francis Baring, thcn Chairman of the Court 
of Direćlors, in fo publica männer to thc 
Viceroy of Canton, as to prcvent, if hc had 
been fo inclined, the poffibility of its bcing 
kept from the knowledge of thc Ęmpcror.

This lettcr ftated, “ that his moi! gra­
cions Sovereign having hcard that it had 
been expeéted his fubjeéts, fettled at Can­
ton, íhould háve fent a députation to the 
Court of Pekin, in order to congratulatc the 
Empcror on his entering into thc eightieth 
year of his age, but that fuch députation 
had not been immediatcly difpatchcd, cx- 
prefíed great difpleafurc thereat; and, being 
dcílrous of cultivating thc fricndíhip of thc 
Emperor of China, and of improving thc 
connećłion, intcrcourfc, and good corrc- 
fpondcncc between the Courts of London 
and Pekin, and of inereafing and extending 
the commerce between their rcfpečtive fub­
jeéts, had refolved to fend his well-bcloved 
coufin and counfcllor, Lord Macartney, a 
noblcman of grcat virtuc, wifdom, and abi- 

lity, 
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lity, as his Embaflador Extrao rdi nary and 
Plenipotentiary to the Empcror of China, to 
reprcfent his pcrfon, and to expreß, in the 
ftrongeft tcrms, the fatisfadion hc íhould 
íeel ií this mark of his attention and regard 
íhould fervc as a Foundation to eítabliíh a 
perpétuai harmony and alliance between 
them ; and that the Embaflador, with his 
attendants, íhould foon fet out on the voy­
age ; and, having íevcral prefents for the 
Empcror from his Britannic Majefty, which, 
from their íize, and niccty of mcchanifm, 
could not bc conveycd through the interior 
oí China to fo great a diftance as from Can­
ton to Pekin, without rifle oí damage, he 
íhould procced direćlly in one of his Ma- 
jefty’s íhips, propcrly accompanied, to the 
port of Tien-fing, approaching, in the firft 
inftance, as ncar as pofliblc to the rcfldencc 
of the Emperor of China.” And Sir Fran­
cis ends the lettcr by “ requefting the in­
formation thus given to bc conveycd to the 
Court of Pekin, truiling that the Imperial 
Orders would be ifl’ued for the proper récep­
tion of the King of Great Britain's íhips, 

■with 
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with his Embaffador and fuite, as foon as 
they fhould appear at Tien-fing, or the 
ncighbouring coafts.”

The prefents on tins occafion, exprefled 
in the above letter, were illiberally con- 
ftrued by fome perfons to be dircctcd to cx- 
traordinary and improper purpofes, and the 
attention of the diplomatie corps was thcrc- 
by awakened. One of thefc attributed the 
defign to nothing lefs than thatof engroffing 
the wholc tradc to China, to the exclufion 
of all other foreigners, and in his zcal for 
his Court, propofed a countcr Embafly. 
That monopoly, howcver, had no part in it 
muft bc evident, when it is underftood, that 
this intended Embafly was exprefsly impart- 
cd to thc Statcs-Gcneral of the U nited Pro­
vinces, then in alliance with Great-Britain, 
with offers of cmbafíadorial fcrvice, in cafe 
the ftatc of thc Dutch Faftory at Canton 
ihould require fuch médiation.

But thc real drift of the Miffion may bc. 
clcarly afeertained by his Majefty’s private 

inftruftions 
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inftruótions to his Embaflador, in which it is 
íignified, that “ a greater number of his fub- 
jeéts than of any other Europcans, had becn 
trading for a confidcrable time paît in Chi­
na ; that the commercial intercourfc bc- 
twccn fcveral other nations and that great 
Empire, had becn preccdcd, accompanied, 
or followcd, by fpccial communications with 
its Sovereign. Others had the fupport of 
Miffionaries, who, from their eminence in 
icience, or ingenuity in the arts, had becn 
frcqucntly admitted to the familiarity of a 
curions and poliihcd Court, and which Mif- 
fionaries, in the midft of their carcs for the 
propagation of their faith, wcrc not lùppofcd 
to hâve bcen unmindful of the views and
intereil of their country ; while the Engliih 
traders remained unaidud, and, as it were, 
unavowed, at a diftancc fo remote, as to
admit ofa mifreprefentation of the national
charaćlcr and importance ; and where too
their occupation was not
efteem which might bc ncceiTary to procure 
them fafety and refpeét that, “ under 
theiè circumftanccs, it became the dignity 

D and 
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and charaćter of his Majefty to extcnd his 
paternal regard to thefc his diftant fubjcćts, 
cven if thc commerce and profperity of the 
nation wcrc not concerned in their fuccefs ; 
and to claim the Emperor of China’s pro­
tection for thcm, with that weight which 
is duc to thc rcquifition of one great Sove­
reign from another that, “ a free com­
munication with a people, perhaps thc moft 
fingular upon thc globe, among whom civi- 
lization had exifted, and thc arts bccn cul- 
tivated, through a long feries of ages, with 
fcwer interruptions than clfewhcre, was 
weil worthy alfo of bcing fought by the 
Britifh nation, which faw with plcafure, 
and with gratitude applaudcd, the fcvcral 
voyages undertaken alrcady, by his Majefty’» 
command, and at the public cxpcncc, in thc 
purfuit of knowledge, and for the difeovery 
and obfervation of diftant countrics and 
manners;” but that, “ in fceking to im- 
prove a conncćtion with China, no view» 
wcrc entertained cxccpt thofc of the gene­
rał interefts of humanity, thc mutual bene- 
lit of both nations, and thc protection

of
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of commerce under the Chinefe Govern­
ment.”

His Majefty’s letter to the Emperor of 
China breathes the famę fpirit. It is thcrcin 
iaid, that “ the natural difpofition of a great 
and benevolent Sovereign, fuch as his Im­
perial Majefty, whom Providence had feated 
upon the throne for the good of mankind, 
was to watch over the pcace and fccurity of 
his dominions, and to take pains for difle- 
minating happinefs, virtue, and knowledge 
among his fubjcćłs ; extending the famę be- 
ncficcnce, with all the peaccful arts, as far 
as hc was able, to the whole human race.” 
That his Britannic Majefty, “ impreifed 
with fuch fentiments from the beginning of 
his reign, when hc found his peoplc engaged 
in war, had granted to his cncmics, after 
obtaining viétories over them in the four 
quarters of the world, the blcffings of pcace, 
on the moft équitable conditions that, 
“ fince that period, not fatisfied with pro- 
moting the profperity of his own fubjećłs, 
in every rcfpećt, and beyond the cxamplc of

D 2 all
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all former timcs, he had taken varions op- 
portunities of fitting out íhips, and fending 
in them íomc of thc moft wife and learncd 
of his ovvn pcoplc, foť tile dífcovcry of dif- 
tant and unknown régions ; not for thc pur- 
pofc of conqueft, or of cnlargiftg his domi­
nions, which wcrc alrcady fufficicntly ex- 
tcnfivc for all his wiílics ; nor for thc pur* 
pofe of acquiring wealth, nor cvcn for fa- 
vouring the commerce of his fubjeéts ; but 
for thc fakc of incrcafing thc knowledge of 
thc habitable globe, of finding out thc vari­
ons productions of thc earth ; and for com- 
municating the arts and comforts of lite to 
thofe parts, whcrc they had hitherto been 
littlc known ; and” that “ he had fince fent 
vcílcls, with animais and vegctablcs moít 
ufeful to man, to iílands and places whcrc, 
it appeared, they had been wanting that 
« hc had been iiill more anxious to inquirc 
into thc arts and manners of countries, 
whcrc civilization had been improved by 
thc wife ordiuanccs and virtuous cxamplcs 
of their fovereigns, through a long ícrics of 
ages ; and feit, above ail, an ardent wilh to

becomc
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becorne acquaintcd with thofe celcbratcd 
inftitutions of his (Chinefp) Majcfty’s popu- 
lous and cxtenfivc empire, which had car- 
ried its profperity to fuch a height, as to bc 
the admiration of ail furroundins nations.” O
7hat “his Britannic Majcily bcing then 
at peacc with all the world, no timc could 
bc ib propitious for extcnding the bounds of 
friendfhip and benevolence, and for propof- 
ing to communicatc and reçoive the benc- 
fits which muił refult from an unreferved 
and amiable intercourfe between fuch great 
and civilized nations ag China and Great 
Britain.”

ït was evident that the Embafly was not 
limited to affaire of commerce at Canton, as 
Lord Macartney had diferetionary power to 
vifit, befides China, every othcr country ca­
pable of affording ufcful or important infor­
mation. He had diplomatie authority ad- 
dreffed to the Empcror of Japan, and to the 
King ol Cochin-China, and a general com- 
miffion to all Princes and States, in what-

D 3 ever
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cver part of the Chinefe feas hc might hâve 
occaiion to touch.

The Ihips being, by this time, at Portf- 
mouth, and every thing in readincfs for thc 
voyage, thofe who were to accompany thc 
Embaflador, in ail ncarly a hundred, joined 
his Exccllcncy there in September, 1 792, in 
order to their repairing on board. Impelled 
by thc fafeinating incitcment of curiofity, 
already were they meditating China at a 
diftance, and voluntarily quitted their native 
fhores to engage in a pcrilous, but intereft- 
ing enterprize ; and when thc wind and 
weather were announced favourable for dc- 
parture, they felt no regret, or unpleafant 
émotion, exccpt when the inward thrillings 
of affedion awoke the rcmembrance of their 
friends and deareft connedions.

CIIAP.
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CHAPTER III,

PASSAGE TO MADEIRA.

THE EmbaiTador and his fuite being 
embarked, thc Lion and Hindoftan, 

accompanied by thc Jackall tender, fet fail 
from Portfmouth on thc 20th of Septem­
ber, 17p2. The weather foon changed from 
moderate to boifterous ; in the night, the 
fhips łoił company of thc tender, and wcrc 
compelled to take fhelter in Torbay ; 
whcnce, after being detaincd two days by 
adverfe winds, they again put to fea.

Stccring thc ufual courfe, on the 1 oth of 
Oćłobcr they difeovered thc iflands of Porto 
Santo and Madeira, the latter of which, at 
the then difłance, appeared likc a hugc 
mountain whofe apex was loft in thc clouds. 
Soon after, thc Dcferta’s Iflands were dc-

D 4 feried, 
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fcncd, fubjećt alfo to Portugal, forming 
part of thc Madeiras.

The firfł vicw of thc ifland of Madeira 
rcprcfentcd it as rocky, barrcn and uncul- 
tivated, but on a nearer approach its bcau- 
ties opened to view, and formcd a fćcne pic- 
turefquc and enchanting. Funchal, its prin­
cipal town, Hands in thc midit of a verdaut 
valley, whofe feattered édifices, being white 
extcrnally, formed a plcafing contraft with 
thc ever-grecns and plantations, which, at 
all points, met the eye.

The feafons here may bc faid to bc only 
two, fpring and lummer ; as no degrec of 
heat or cold bas been found unplcafant. 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer, during his Ex- 
cellcncy’s flay, placcd in thc fliade about 
noon, was from fixty-nine to feventy-two 
degrees. At Funchal, in January, when 
thp tops of the hills are covercd with fnow, 
it is about fixty-four, and feldom rifes in 
autumn, higher than fcvcnty-fivc,

Thc
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The Portugueze Governor ordered due 
attention to be paid to the Embaflador, of- 
fered his Excellency a military guard, who 
rcfufcd, but accepted a polité invitation to 
partake of an entertainment, truły fumptu- 
ous ; to which the Embaflador’s fuite, the 
officers of the Lion and Hindoftan, the 
mcrchants of the Britifli faćtory, and the 
moft refpećhble inhabitants of the ifland, 
about two hundred perfons, werc likewife 
invited. A young lady, only ten years old, 
daughter of the Governor, did the honours 
of the table, till the dcfTert was brought, 
when the Governor’s wite prefided.

Erom a geomctrical furvey of this ifland 
by Mr. William Johnftone, a native of 
Great Britain, lately a merchant in Madei­
ra, hc found it to be of a parallelogramic 
form ; its mcan length, from W. N. W. to 
E. S. E. was about thirty fcyçn miles, and 
mcan breadth eleven miles, comprifing an 
area of four hundred and feven fquare miles, 
equal to two hundred and fixty thoufand 
four hundred and cighty acres. It is divid-

cd 
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cd into thirty fevcn pariihes, and its inhabi­
tants are computcd to be eighty thoufand.

Many parts of Madeira being mountain-r 
ous, dccliyous, and rugged, and others near- 
ly dcftitute of foil, arc incapable of culture. 
Small patches, indced, of cultivatcd ground 
appcar in thc narrow vallcys, in which alfo 
thcre are fome villages. But though the 
cultivators are lazy, yet they háve ihewn in- 
ftances of induftry, by brcaking, on thc fidcs 
of hills, thinly covercd with foil, fuch pièces 
of fcattcrcd rock as contain vcgctablc mat­
ter, into fmallcr parts; and thc rills, from thc 
hcights, being madę to flo\v over, thc frag­
ments comminutc and bccome a fertile 
mold.

Indolence, /however, prcvails with thc 
men, who cnjoy cafe at home, while their 
wives and daughters go barefooted, to a 
confiderablc diítancc, over rugged paths, up 
to the mountains to eut broom for fuch 
This they carry in loads to Funchal, and 
difpofc of it for fnbfiftancc, which is chicfly

on 
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on falt fiíh. T|ius, feverity of labour, poor- 
ncfs of Food, and warmth of climatc, make 
them old in frame, when young in years. 
The complcxion of this clafs of the people 
is dark, their ftaturc low, and the fpjrit 
and ačlivity of their anccftors muçh degene- 
rated.

The hog is the food moft reliflicd at Ma­
deira. Thefe animais, whcn young, are 
marked by their owncrs, and íuffered to 
range wild among the mountains, and at 
laft are hunted and caught by dogs.

I
No ferpents, nor any noxious animal, 

háve been known to exift at Madeira ; nei- 
ther are there hares, or foxes. Fiíh, of 
lèverai kinds, are caught on the coaft, but 
herrings and oyfters are ílrangers there. 
Saltcd cod, in abondance, is imported from 
America; and being the principal diet of 
the poor, occafions among them frequent 
fçofbutic éruptions,

The
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The inhabitants are amply íupplied with 
delicious fruits and vegetable efculents, of 
varions kinds for the table. But the grapc, 
chiefly white, is the ftaplc production of the 
ifland. Twenty five thoufand pipes, cach 
of a hundred and twenty gallons, are made 
annually ; half of this is exported to Eng­
land, North America, and the Weit Indies, 
and the rcfiduc is confumcd by the inhabi­
tants, cithcr in its natural llatc, or in a fpi- 
rit from diftillation.

This fort of winc has the appellation of 
dry Madeira, the higheft price of which to 
dealers, is thirty two pounds a pipe ; but 
private individual» arc, from general euf- 
toms, madę to pay more. The mcrchants, 
however, add one pound per pipe extra, to 
the above charge, for every ycar they kecp 
it in their ccllars, as an équivalent for in- 
tereft of moncy, and other incidcntal loffcs.

Other kinds of grapę arc natives in Ma­
deira ; one, whofe juicc has a deeper co- 
iour than the former, the wine of which is

callcd 
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called tiilto. Ahoťher, callcd Baílardo, has a 
red fkin, but produccs a wbite juicc ; and 
laiłly, on fonie tcw foils a third fpccics is 
raifed, whofe juice is rcmarkably fwcct and 
rich, Irom which is madę that cclcbratcd 
winc callcd Malmfcy. The annual producc 
of this vinc is averaged at five hundred pipes, 
fetching, at market, about fixty pounds per 
pipe. The mcrchants of thc Britiih faäory 
hcre, likc that at Oporto, attach themfelves 
to thc cultivators of thc vine, and fupply 
them, in advancc, vvith whatever can contri- 
butc to their nccefiitics. Thcy arc remark- 
ablc for their hofpitality to ft rangers. Their 
houfes are fpacious, and open, on the flight- 
eft recommendation, for the réception of 
paflengers who flop there for refreihments 
in their way to Aft'a or America.

Provifions excepted, the Government of 
Portugal impofes a duty on all imports into 
Madeira, and alfo on wine exported. And 
though internal taxes are levied, yet, after 
defraying thc expcnces of thc civil and mili- 
tary eftabhlhmcnts, the furplus is faid not to 

exceed
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cxcecd eighty thoufand pounds. The ba­
lance of trade to that iiland is much in 
favour of thc Engliih. Twenty trading, 
houfcs of grcat folidity, whofe acquircd for­
tunes ultimately centre in Great-Britain, 
conftitutc thc prefent Britiíli faćtory. Thcir 
immenfe capital, avowed integrity, and com­
mercial knowledge, hâve ftifled every com­
pétition, and left them in thc almoft entire 
pofieffion of the tradc to Madeira.

The falubrity of the climatc protcćłs its 
inhabitants from various difeafes. Thc 
feurvy, from bad provifions, is thc lot of thc 
poor ; and paralytic affc&ions, from indo­
lence and rcplction, that of thc rieh. Inter­
mittents arc unknown thcrc. Thc fmall 
pox proves moft fatal in fummer, and ino­
culation, on account of rcligious fcruplcs, 
is rarely performed.

The town contains about fiftecn thoufand 
inhabitants; and though ftrearas of water run 
though the ftreets, they are kept very dirty. 
Seme improvements are going on, to which 

thc 
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thc Governor has contributed, and among 
thefe is a delightful mail, with two rows of 
handfome trccs. The cultivation of the 
country keeps pacc with an incrcafing po­
pulation; but the uncertainty of thc fcafons 
often cauíes failure in crops, and fubjećłs 
the farmer to hardíhips.—The créditer can 
fcize property for rent, but cannot imprifon 
the debtor.

I

The fugar cane is but littlc cultivatcd 
herc. The cane rcfcmblcs, in form, the 
common rced, grows to the height of about 
cight fcet, and has a jointed ftem, with leaves 
fpringing from thc joints. The bcít and 
fweeteft juice is ccntcrcd in thc middlc of 
the ftem.—A few trccs of the true cinna- 
mon, with thrce-ribbcd fccntcd leaves, and 
a thin fragrant bark, are thinly difperfcd.

From Funchal, to thc eaftward of thc 
iíland, the road is fteep and craggy up hills; 
at thc top was a narrow path, on onc fidc of 
which was a pcrpendicular rock, on thc 
other a drcadful précipice, paífable only to 

pedel-- 
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pcdcftrians, cxcept to fomc well traîned, 
iurc-footed mules. Farther on is an open 
plain, adorncd with myrtle and box-trcc, 
growing wild ; and alfo thc whortlebcrry 
fhrub, far more confiderablc in hcight and 
luxuriance than any which grows in En­
gland.—At thc eaft end of thc ifland, fome 
gentlemen of thc Embaffy, who had made 
thc cxcurfion, difeovered thc cratcr of a dif- 
tinél volcano, four hundred yards in diamc- 
ter ; at the bottom and round the fides of 
which werc feattered fragments of lava.

It appeared to Dr. Gillan, that “ thcrc 
had bcen fcvcral cratcrs in the ifland, and 
that éruptions had taken place from them 
at varions and very diftant intcrvals. This 
was particularly manifeft at a place ncar thc 
brazen-head, whcre might cafily bc count- 
ed, twelve different éruptions of lava from 
neighbouring cratcrs.”

“ The chain of thc higheft mountains of 
Madeira has hardly any volcanic appear- 
ancc. The çlouds cnvclopc frequently their 

tops, 
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tops, and from thcm defccnd ail thc ftrcams 
and rivulets of thc iiland. Thcir antiquity 
is markcd by thc dccp chaînas or gulphs thcy 
havc formed in thcir dcfccnt bctween thc 
ridgcs of thc rocks, during thc long lapfc 
of timc thcy havc continued to flow.—In 
thc bcds of thcfc rivulets arc found pcbblcs 
of varions fizes, and large round malles of 
fdex, fuch as arc ufually found in thc bcds 
of many limilar torrents in thc Alps. The 
foil, alfo, of thc fields and pafturage grounds 
appears cxaétly thc famé as thofe of thc 
Continent, where no volcanic lire has ever 
been fufpeéted.”

“ It is likewife tobe obfcrved, that no lava 
of a glafly nature has been difeovered in 
Madeira, nor any perfećł pumice lione ; 
circumllanccs which both indicatc, that not 
thc highcił degree of hcat had been fuffered 
here : but it is probable that thc bay or 
bcach of Funchal is a fegment of a large 
crater, thc exterior part of which has funk 
into thc fca; for, in the firft place, the 
Ihining or bluc iłones upon thc bcach are

E all
I
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all of compad lava; fecondly, tcmpcftuous 
wcathcr throws, always upon thc fhore, 
larger maffes of the famé bine lava tlone, 
and, alfo, a quantity of cellular lava, ap- 
proaching to pumice tlone in texture, but 
much hcavicr, and not fibrous; and latlly, 
thc Loo Rock, and landing place oppofite to 
it, to the weftward of Funchal bay, as well 
as that upon which Fort St. Jago is con- 
ilruded, arc evidently pcrpcndicular frag­
ments of thc edges of the crater, which hâve 
hitherto refifted the adion of thc fca, by 
having been better fupported, or having 
more clofely adhered together, tho’ much 
worn by thc violence of the furge. They 
bear not the leati refemblancc to thc neigh- 
bouring rocks a littlc within ihore.”

The ifland of Madeira is well defended 
by nature. Violent furges bcating con- 
ftantly upon its rocky fliores, form a ftrong 
barricr againft invafion. Art has, likcwife, 
contributcd to thc iłrcngth of thc capital 
wlůch extends thrcc quarters of a mile alone 
thc beach, and ncarly half a mile in depth 
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by four forts ; St. Jago, St. Lorenço, Peak 
Caftle, and another upon thc Loo Rock.

The military eftabliihment of thc ifland 
conflits of three hundred regulär troops, half 
infantry, thc reft artillery ; and two thou- 
fand militia who are embodied occafionally. 
The latter, making two battalions, arc ob- 
iigcd to providc thcmfelves with an uni­
form. Thcrc are alfo ten thoufand irre­
gulär militia, who arc not fo elothed, nor 
callcd out to cxcrcifc, and being at no ex­
pence on that account, are compellcd to 
do garrifon duty, to take charge of lignais, 
«and repair thc highways. Three colonels 
arc appointed, in fcparate diftriéts, to com- 
mand them; and they arc farther iubdividcd 
into Companies, cach of which has a cap- 
tain and lieutenant.

The Lion and thc Hindoftan having pro- 
curcd thc neceflary rcfrcfhmcnts, and rc- 
cruited and complcted thc Rock of water, 
and fuel; and having left inftruétions fór 
thc Jackall who had not yct rejoincd them.

E 2 to
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to proceed to Port Praya, in the ifland of St. 
Jago, his Excellcncy and fuite enabarked 
from Funchal on the 18th of Oćłobcr 17Q2.

CHARTER IV.

PASSAGE TO TENEttIFFE ; TO ST. JAGO. 

NOTICES OF THE ISLANDS.

CAPTA1N Sir Erafinus Gowcr, in order 
to obtain a better winę for the feamen 

tłian could be procurcd at Madeira, at the 
contraćl priée, rcfolved to touch at Santa 
Cruz, on his way to St. Jago ; and iłccring 
for this place, they entered the bay on the 
21 Ił of Oćlobcr, and anchorcd in twenty 
fathoms water.

The place is defended by forts and bat­
teries ; and the ihorc fo feneed by cragged 
rocks, and confiant furges, as to render it 
ncarly inacccffiblc to boats. The regulär 

troops 
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troops do not cxcccd three hundred ; but 
cvery perfon, capable of bcaring arms, is en- 
rolled in the militia.

To the above fecuritics of art and nature 
againft thc attacks of an enemy, arifes ano- 
ther to which hoftilc fhips are expofed :— 
The wind is hardly ever favourablc to elear 
the land. This danger proved no obftacle 
to the ardour of the gallant Admiral Blake, 
who, in lös 7, entered thc road, attackcd 
and deftroyed a flect of Spanifh gallcons in 
ftrength nearly equal to his own ; and then, 
by a fortuitous wind, he brought off his 
fquadron in perfect fafety.

The town of Santa Cruz is plcafantly 
fjtuated. 1t has a handfome pier, conve- 
nient landing places, and an excellent quay, 
fhaded by fcveral rows of trees.—Its ftreets 
are elegant and tolerably fpacious. A foun- 
tain, adorned with marble ftatues, Rands 
in a fquare; and thc ncighbourhood affords 
many delightful promenades.

E 3 ' The
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The mountains to the northward of the 
town are rugged, and the rocks, found upon 
them, volcanic. Notwithftanding, they pro- 
duce beans, corn, and grafs for fodder. The 
culture is ingcnioufly carried on to their vcry 
fummits by mcans of ftages or platforms of 
foil, fupported by fonces of ílonc. Various 
■wild odoriferous herbs werc fcattered around; 
and fome of a powcrful, and as it wcrc, in- 
ebriating fmell.

La Figucra dc India, callcd, in Englilh, thc 
Prickly Pear-tree, bcars a fruit, which is hold 
thcrc, in great eftimation ; but it is neithcr 
cafily pluckcd nor eaten. A peafant whom 
a gentleman bçlonging to the Lion, then on 
an cxcurfion, accidcntally met, obligingly 
undertook to ovcrcome the difficulty. He 
gathered one, by cnveloping the fruit with 
a tuft of grafs, to guard his Angers from the 
pricklcs. He warily took off the rind, and 
the pulp being expofed to view, proved de- 
licious to the tafte, uniting the flavour of 
a fig, the winter Burgundy pcar, and the 
water melon.'—Sec a plate of the Icaf of 
this tree.
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Othcr gentlemen, bclonging to the íhips, 
madę an equeftrian tour into the country, 
in which they vifited the capital of the 
ifland, callcd, St. Chriltophé dc Laguna. 
The Governor refides at Santa Cruz, but 
hcre are holden the courts of juitice. The 
city is built on an eminence in an extenfive 
fertile plain ; it contained feveral fountains, 
which were fupplicd with water from the 
neighbouring heights, by mean of an aque- 
duét. The foil produccd vincs, Indian corn, 
potatoes, and a fpccies of bcans. Evcn the 
bofoms of the mountains were eultivated, 
and their craggy fides covcred with varions 
forts of fpontancous plants.

At the bottom of an amphithéâtre of 
mountains, out of which rifes the l’eak of 
Tcncriffe, is the villa, or capital, Orotava, 
otherwife called, Oratavia, the port of which 
is at thrcc miles diftant. The trade hcre, 
as at Madeira, is chicfly confined to Britifh 
mcrchants.

From this place, the afeent of the Peak is
E 4 general ly 
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generally attcmpted ; accordingly a party 
from the fhips undcrtook, on thc 23d Oćło- 
ber, to vifit it. The feafon of thc ycar was 
doubtlefs unfavourablc ; thc co]d on thc 
rnountains was faid to bc intenfc ; and fud- 
den ihowers of ino w and hail often over- 
whclmcd thc travcllcr. They fet off, how- 
ever, about noon, accompanied by two 
Muletcers as guides. They paffed through 
a pleafant vale covcrcd with vineš ; and 
afcending an eminence, thc doping fides 
of which wcrc entirely covcrcd with a grove 
of chcfnut trees, they arrived at thc fummit 
of thc firft, called thc Green, Mountain.

K

They had now to attain thc top of a fé­
cond mountain, whofe fides were craggy 
and fterile, and its afcending patli on thc 
brink of urccipices. A few pines were thin- 
ly feattered on its fides. In the afternoon, 
by mcan of a barometer, they found they 
had afeended ncarly fix thoufand fect above 
the town. The mountain upon which they 
ftood, was now overcaft with clouds ; and 
varions, and impetuous guíls of wind, com- 

bating
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bating cach other, fccmcd to thrcaten any 
farthcr approach.

Excavations, rcfcmbling diiłinćt craters 
of volcanic matter, were difcovercd in every 
part of this mountain ; and night fetting in, 
and thc path being diflicult, the guides not 
only propofed to halt, but, in contcmpt of 
thrcats, were unwilling to proceed. The 
travellers wanted much to rcach that part, 
known by the name of La Enftancia dos 
Inglefes, the refting place of thc Englifh. It 
then began to rain, and blow with violence, 
and the guides, anticipating, from expéri­
ence, an approaching tempeft, declared thc 
unihcltercd travellcr muit inevitably periih, 
and infifted on ftopping under thc brow 
of a projcćting rock.

Thcy had furnifhed thcmfelves with pro- 
vifions at Orotava ; they kindled a fire with 
the branches of the cytifus, and thc Icafy 
boughs ot thc Spanifh broom, ferved them 
as a couch to fleep upon. The thermomc- 
ter was now at forty-five degrees ; thc air 

keen, 
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kccn, thc wind tcmpeftuous, and thcy had 
no flicltcr againtt thc rain.

At day-brcak tbey arofc ; but thc wcathcr 
was exceedingly boillcrous, driving with 
violence heavy drops ot rain. Thcy faw thc 
point of thc upper cone ; but thc conincal 
fruftum, by which it was fupported, was 
conccaled by thick clouds : thcfc rollcd in 
fucccffion along its iides, and being thcncc 
rapidly hurled into the vallies, bctwecn thc 
hills, againft which thcy wcre forcibly 
driven, quickly condenfcd into rain. Somc 
of thc party thcn gave up thc projcćł, and, 
by thc affiftancc of one of thc guides, re’ 
turned to Orotava.

Prcvious to their arrivai at thc fea-port of 
Orotava, and at a littlc diftance from thc 
city, or upper town, ofthc famę namc, ncat- 
ly builtof ftonc, thcy faw, on their way, a 
remarkablc Dragon’s Blood Trcc. Its trunk, 
at the hcight of ten fcct from thc ground, 
mcafured thirty-fix fcct in girth. At thc 
hcight of fiftccn fcct, it divided itfelf into 

about
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about a dozen branches, fprouting regularly, 
as from a centre, in an oblique direction up- 
wards. Thefe produced, only at their ex- 
tremities, thick, fpongy leaves, refembling, 
but fmallcr than, the common aloe. This 
troc, by a tradition current in the ifland, 
exifted threc centuries ago, at the tkne the 
Spaniards conqucrcd Tencriffe ; and it is 
now, as it was then, a diftinguifhing land- 
mark.

The gentlemen who purfued their journey 
towards the Peak, wcrc attended by another 
guide, one of the few remaining of the de- 
feendants of the Guanchcs (original inha­
bitants) and foie pofleflbrs of the ifland, 
when it was firit invaded by the Spaniards 
in the fifteenth Century. They had attained 
the fummit of the mountain whence arifes 
the great Cône, which being frequcntly co- 
vered with fnow, occafioncd the ancicnts to 
give the wholc ifland the namc of Nivaria.

The plain, on the top of this mountain, 
prefented a dreary wafle, loaded with mufles 

of
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of black lava, without verdure or végétation; 
cxccpt a folitary cytitus, which pceping, 
now and then, through the fiflure of a rock, 
difeovered its fceble, withering branches.

Having alrcady afcendcd two thoufand 
fcct above the place vvhere, the prcceding 
night, they had taken fhcltcr, the Mulctccrs 
became refraétory, and impeded the progrefs 
of the animais. The cold, indeed, was 
picrcing and intolérable ; the fall of fleet 
torpificd the hands, and incapacitatcd them 
from holding the reins. In their perilous 
fituation they had many hair-breadth efeapes, 
but nonc more fo than Dr. Gillan. Stimu- 
latcd by curiortty to follow bis friends, and 
foreed by the wind to the edge of a préci­
pice, his mule feil, opportunely, into a bed 
of volcanic aihes, or both muft hâve been 
hurled down the précipice, and inevitably 
pcrifhcd. At this time the tempert raged 
with incrcafcd violence, and the drops of 
rain feil half congćalcd ; the difficultics they 
had to encountcr werc infnrmountablc, and 
the only choicc leit was that of returning.

Excurfions
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Excurfions to thc Peak, at proper fcafons 
of the year, are attended with lefs difficul- 
tics. The famc Mr. Johnftone, mentioned 
in the prcccding chapter, as having furveyed 
Madeira, vifited this place in the fummer 
time. He and his party provided thcmfclvcs 
with tents, and fiept, thc night before they 
got to the Peak, nearly about the famc fpot, 
which finiihed the labours of thofe juft men­
tioned.

“ Thcre,” it is faid, “ they encampcd on 
ground covcrcd with pumice ftone, a ftream 
of lava on cach fidc ; in front, a barren 
plain ; the ifland of Grand Canary bcaring 
fouth-eaft, as if rifing out of an immenfe 
field of ice, formed by the clouds bclow 
them. About four o’clock next morning, 
the firft of Auguft, thc moon fliining bright, 
and the weathcr elear, they began to afeend 
a kind of path, along the firft great fruf- 
trum, leading to thc fmallcr and higher 
Sugar-Loaf. The paffage was ftccp and 
difagrccablc, being covcrcd with pumice 
ftone, which gave way at every ftep. In 

about 
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about an hour thcy got to the Alta Virta, 
wherc it was neceifary to climb over the 
lava, Icaping from one large ftone to ano- 
thcr, till their arrivai at the foot of the Susrar-O
Loaf. Here tliey refted about fivc minutes.”

“ They then began to afeend the Sugar- 
Loaf. This was by much the mott fatiguing 
part ; it being exceedingly fteep, and wholly 
confifting of fmall pumice ftoncs, fo that the 
foot, at every itep, finks and flidcs back. 
They wcrc obliged to takc breath, repeat- 
edly. It was little more than fix o’clock 
when they got upon the fummit of the 
Sugar-Loaf. At this time the clouds had 
gathered about a mile and a half perpendi- 
cular below. They wcrc thick, and had a 
very ftriking cffcél, appearing like an im- 
menfe extent of frozen fea, covercd with in- 
numerable hillocks of fnow, above which 
the lilands of Grand Canary, Palma, Go- 
mera, and Hiero or Ferro, raifed their heads. 
On the fun’s getting a little higher, the clouds 
diiàppeared, and opened to the view the coaft 
around. The colours, hoifted on the Peak,

wcrc
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■vvcrc diftinćłly feen by gentlemen in Oro- 
tava, through their tclefcopes.”

The profpeét from the Pcak is romantic 
and extenfive, no other hill being of a height 
to intcrccpt the view. The coaft is per- 
ceivcd ali round, and a diftinćł idea of the 
ifland formed. The north-wcft coaft ap- 
pears to be well cultivated; but the fouth-caft 
feems dreary and barren.” Within the fum- 
mit of the Pcak, hc relates, “ is an excava­
tion or cauldron, not lefs than cighty feet in 
depth, into which the gentlemen defeended, 
and gathered fome fulphur, with which the 
furface is moftly covercd. In many parts the 
foot cannot reft upon the famé fpot above a 
minute, the heat penetrating quickly through 
the flioe. Smoke iffucs frcqucntly from the 
earth. Juft under the furface is a foft red- 
difh clay, fo hot, that the hand introduced 
into it muft inftantly bc withdrawn. In the 
cauldron, the lulphureous odour is very offen- 
fivc; but on the ridge it may be eafily cn- 
dured.”

From
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“ From this place they faw the town of 
Santa Cruz, and the fhipping in the road, 
which is a diftancc, in a dircét line, of about 
twenty-five miles. They continued two 
hours and a half upon the fummit of the 
Peak, without fecling any inconvenicnce 
from heat. or cold. Soon after fun rife 
the thermometer, in the ihade, was at fifty- 
onc dcgrccs. They defeended the Sugar- 
Loaf, in a few minutes, running the whole 
way, which was found to bc the beft mode.

“ At the foot of the Peak thcrc were 
fcveral cavcrns in the midft of lava, fomc 
fillcd with fine water, cxtrcmcly cold, and 
frozen at the edges of the cavcrns. Others, 
in the Winter, arc fillcd with fnow, over 
which the fun never fhincs ; and, thus, fnow 
continues in them through out the year.”

The height of the Peak, alfo meafured by 
Mr. Johnftonc, was found to be two thou- 
fand and twcnty-threc Englifli fathoms, or 
two miles, two furlongs and cighty-iix yards ; 
and its diftant from the fea port to Orotava, 

clcvcn
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eleven miles and a half, bcaring fouth, forty- 
eight degrees weit ; thc variation of thc com- 
pafs being fixtccn degrees to thc weftward of 
the Pole.

Religion here, as in every part of thc Spa- 
niili dominions, engroífes much of their lei- 
fure which might bc devoted to inlłrućłion 
and improvements. Evcn ladics of rank fel- 
dom go out but to mafs, matins, or vefpers. 
The unmarried live in convcnts, and are 
therc often enticed to take the veil.

Thc refidence of thc Biihop of the Ilies, 
whofe revenue is ten thoufand pounds ayear, 
is at Canaria ; his unbounded charity is equal 
to his ecclefiaftical rigour. Religion fuflers 
very little interruption by commerce. Fo- 
rcign fhips rarely touch at any othcr place 
than Teneriffe ; and from Santa Cruz arc 
annually exported about twenty-five thou­
fand pipes of wine, chiefly to the Englilh in 
return for manufaćłures.

F The
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The revenue accruiilg to the Crown, from 
ali the Canaries, after deduéting the ordinary 
rxpcnces of adminiftration, docs not cxceed 
fixty thoufand pounds a ycar. The duty on 
tobacco and fnuff is ib cnormous, that the 
temptation to fmugglc is irrcfiiiible. The 
royal monopoles, of which Orchilla is onc, 
arc the chief gricvances of the inhabitants.

Tcncriffe, though not the largeft, the moft 
populous and fertile of the Canary Iflands, is 
about feventy miles in length, and twenty- * 
two in mcan breadth. Its furface contains 
onc thoufand five hundred and forty fquarc 
miles, or ninc hundred and eighty-fivc thou­
fand fix hundred acres. Its inhabitants arc 
computcd at nearly a hundred thoufand, 
which averages about fixty-fivc perfons ta 
every fquarc mile.

The population of the Grand Canary 
iiland is cftimated at forty thoufand inhabi­
tants ; Palma, thirty thoufand; Fortcvcn- 
tura, ten thoufand ; Lanccrota, eight thou­

fand ‘r
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fand ; Gomora, fcvcii thouiand ; and Hierro, 
or Ferro, fiftccn hundred. This iiland, the 
wcftcrmoft of all the Canaries, is thc moft 
weitem part of thc old world, from which 
geographers ufcd to calculate thcir firif mcri- 
dian.

On thc 2/th of Oktober, the Lion and 
Hindoftan left Santa Cruz, and itecrcd their 
courfe towards Port Praya, in the iiland of St. 
Jago.

They came in fight of Bonavifta, one of 
thc Cape de Verde illands, on thc firft of No­
vember; on the 2d,—of the lile of May. The 
next day thc iiland of St. Jago appeared ; 
and at noon thc Lion anchored in Praya 
Bay, in fcVcn fathoms water. The latitude 
of the Bay is fourteen degrees fifty fix mi­
nutes north, and the longitude tvventy thrce 
degrees twenty nine minutes weit. The 
variation of thc compafs is twelvc degrees 
forty cight minutes weih Ships, bound 
to the fouthward, gcncrally itop herc for 
Ireíh provifions. The coaft tcems with vari- 

F 2 ous
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ous kinds of fiih. At this time, howcvcr, 
the ifland, was in a ftatc of dcfolation and fa­
mine; nor had any one of the Cape de Verde’s 
cfcaped the calamity. Little or no rain had 
fallen for thrce years paît ; the rivers were 
dried up ; végétation had ceafed ; and the 
cattlc pcrifhed as well from want as drought. 
Some inhabitants had prudently migrated ; 
many of thofe who rcmained wcrc ftarvcd to 
death.

Upon a fandy bcach a little to the right of 
St. Jago, clofe to the rock, and at the foot of 
anclcvated plain, are the ruinsof a once elegant 
Romifh chapel, built, probably, by the gratc- 
ful piety of a perfon faved from ihipwreck.

The town of Praya, if fuch it may bc cal- 
lcd, is fituated upon the plain above-men- 
tioned. It conflits of about a hundred fmall 
huts, one iłory high, built of wood, thinly 
feattered. It has a fort or battery almoit in 
ruins. The jail was the beft building, and 
ncxt to that the church, at which officiated 
a mulatto pricit.

, The
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The governor rcfidcs in a fmall wooden 
barrack, at the extremity of the plain, com- 
manding a view of the bay and fhipping, 
The Embaifador was received by him with 
due honour and rcfpeét ; advancing a con- 
fiderable diftance from his houfe to mcct and 
condućt him thither. But as hc had lhared ii;I 
the, general wretchcdnefs, occafioned by the 
long drought and urid winds, he had neither 
winę nor any other rcfrcfhmcnts to offer.

Notwithftanding the general dévaluation 
in the vcgctable kingdom, a few verdant 
palm trecs werc feen to flourilh amidft burn? 
ing fands. The afclcpias gigantina, noticcd 
for its milky, but corrofive juice, was rieh 
in flower. The jatropha curças, or phyfic 
nut-trcc, called by the Frcnch Wcft-lndians 
bois immortel, was alfo flouriíhipg ; and in 
íhady vales, fome indigo plants, and a few 
cotton íhrubs werc fuccefsfully cultivated. 
The mimofa, or fenfitivc plant, common 
about the country, growing to the fvze of 
trccs, did not appear to languifh; and in fonie;

F 3 parts,
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parts, thc annona, or fugar applc was in pcr- 
fcćl verdure.

( t. /
. i *• ' n -H • •; . . .■ -

A tree, which, for úze, may bc called a 
phenomenon in végétation, was difeovered 
in a hcalthy ftatc, in a vale about a mile and 
a hait from thc town of Praya, called by 
Botanifts, adanfonia ; in Engliih, monkey 
bread tree ; of which a correćt engraving 
is h.ere given. The natives of St. Jago cali 
it kabifera ; others, baobab. The circumfcr- 
cnce or girth of thc baie was fifty-lix fcct, 
which foon dividcd into two valt branches ; 
the onc in a perpendicular dircétion, whofe 
periphery was forty two fcct, thc other about 
twenty-fix. Another of thc famé fpecies 
ftood near it, whofe finglc trunk, girthing 
only thirty çight fcct, was fcąrccly notice^,

A fmall rivulct, diilant, inland, about two 
miles, but which foon falls into a bottom, 
irrigated fomc grounds, and repdered them 
fertile ; and alfo fupplied a fcw of thc inhabi­
tants with water, at this calamitous period.

Near
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Ncar this fpot was plantcd the manifta, or 
caffada trcc, whoíč exprcfl'ed juicc, from 
thc root, is dcadly poifon. The root itfclt is 
ialutäry ; and fo is the fediment depohted 
from thc poifonous juicc, being thc fub-r 
flance fold in England under the namc ot 
tapioca.

The town of St. Jago, formcrly thc capital, 
is fituated in thc bottom of a vale. Not more 
than dix familics refide therc. The country, 
then arid, bore thc appcarances ot natural 
fertility. By thc information of a Portu- 
guefe, thc lile of Brava, one of thc Cape dc 
Verde s, was a better place for thips to toucli 
at, at any tim«, for provifions and water, 
than St. Jago, It had threc harbours, but 
that at Puerto Ferrep, to thc fouthward, was 
thc moft commodious for large ihips. Capt. 
Sir Erafmus Gower, to whojn the like in­
formation had priorly bcen given, rccom- 
mends to make a trial of tl)em.

The population of all the Cape dc Verde 
Biands, about twenty in number, is efli-r

F 4 mated 
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mated at forty two thoufand inhabitants. 
Of thefe St. Jago is faid to contain twelvc 
thoufand ; Bonavifta, eight thoufand ; the 
Ifle of May, feven thoufand ; San Nicholas, 
the moft pleafant of thc whole, the refidence 
of the Biihop of the Cape de Verde’s, fix 
thoufand ; San Antonio, four thoufand ; San 
Phelippe de Fuogo, rcmarkablc for a volca- 
nic fire, ifluing conftantly from thc cône of 
a mountain in its middle, four thoufand ; 
Brava, five hundrcd, and in thofc not fpeci- 
ficd füll fewer.

Thcy had now bccn at Fraya Bay five 
days, without fccing thc Jackall. 1t was 
therefore dctcrmined to profecute the voy­
age without hcr, and the two fliips accord- 
ingly fct fail from St. Jago on the 8th of 
November.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER V.
ai ♦qlvbni «rt » cprft MB
PASSAGE OF TttE LINE. COURSE ACROSS 

THE ATLANTIC) HARBOUR, CITY, AND 

COUNTRY OF RIO DE JANEIRO.
f 1 **

THE fcttlcmcnts on the Coaft of Africa 
always afford abondance of refrelh- 

mcnts which, fomctimes, arc not to bc met 
with in other places. On this account thc 
Lion and Hindoftan dircćłed their courfe to 
thc Port of Rio de Janeiro, a rieh Province 
of Brazil, fiibjeét to thc Portugueze, of which 
St. Scbaftian is thc capital.

Eafterly, callcd trade winds, arc préva­
lent from thc continent of Africa to the At­
lantic océan ; but on approximating the op- 
pofitc continent of America, it has been ob- 
ferved, they takc a courfe between north 
and weft. Ships, therefore, bound to thc 
Cape of Good Hopc, always avail themfelves 
of this information.

They
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They arrivcd rinder thc cquator, about 
cleven o’clock, on Sunday thc I8th of No­
vember ; and Sir Erafmus Gowcr pcrmittcd 
the fhip’s company to indulge themfelves in 
the ludicrous ccrcmony corhmonly obfervcd 
when crofling thc line. On this occafion, a 
iàilor was drcß’cd up in a manner to imitate 
the God, Neptune, holding in his hand a 
trident, his garments dripping wet with thé 
dement hc is fuppofed to command. Hc 
ftood atthe fhip’s head; thc Embaflador, Sir 
Erafmus Gowcr, offreurs, and paßengers, 
being ail aflembled on thc quartcr-dcck, and 
demandcd in an audible voice, the namc of 
thc veilel thus cncroaching on his domi­
nions. An anfwcr being given from thc 
quarter-deck, Neptune, with his attendants, 
fantaftically accoutred, advaneed with fb- 
lemnity towards them, and prefcntçd his 
Exccllcncy with a fiih, rcccntly caught, as 
part of thc produce of the deity’s domains. 
His godthip was treated with refpccft, and 
rcccivcd, for himièlf and comparions, thc 
acc uftomed hiver otłcrings from thofe who 
had before croflcd thc line, but which werc 

rigorouily 
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rigorouíly cxaéted from othcrs who had 
not, under the penalty of going through a 
ccremony more ludicrous tban agrecablc.

■ To kecp up thc charter, however, fomc 
noviciatcs are always marked out as vie- 
tims for the ceremoniál. It confifted of an 
ablution ; gcnerally performed in one of the 
ihip’s boats, filled with water, into which 
the party is fouced, blindfoldcd ; and alter 
he has rcccivcd a good ducking, he is la- 
thered, not too clcanly, and fhaved, not very 
tenderly, by Ncptunc’s tonfor, with a wood- 
cn razor ; and that in fo folcmn, and, appa- 
rently, fcientific a männer, as to excite, in 
thc by-ftanders, broad grins, and Convulfive 
laughters. A hcarty mcal, accopipanicd 
with mufie and cxhilarating libations to 
Bacchus çoncludcd thc amufement,

Thc equator was crofled in thc twenty 
fifth degrcc of wertem longitude from 
Greenwich, with a frçih brecze from fouth 
Cart. Nothing remarkable occurred in thc 
partage from St. Jago. Fcw birds werc 

feen,
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feen, and few fifh caught. A fhark was 
harpooned, which, on diflcćtion, was found 
to contain no lungs. A dolphin was haul- 
cd on board ; and difplaycd, in the agonies 
of death, its inherent property of often 
changing its colour.

*
By heaving the deep-fea lead, in latitude 

twenty two dcgrces fouth, longitude forty 
dcgrecs thirty four minutes wett, foundings 
wcrc difeovered ; and on Saturday the firft 
of November, the Lion anchorcd in the 
harbour of Rio de Janeiro, in ffty fathoms 
watçr ; fo that the paifage from England to 
th'is place, including nineteen days ftay at 
Madeira, Tcneritfc, and St. Jago, was per- 
formed in onc day lefs than two months.

The harbour is capacious, and convcnient 
for commerce. Its fhores Ubound with vil­
lages and plantations, tcrpiinated by an am­
phithéâtre of mountains, whofe fupimits 
arc covcjred with trocs.

The
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The city of St. Sebaftian, alfo callcd Rio, 
is fituatcd four miles to the weit ward of the 
harbour ; in the middle of which is the pa­
łace of the Viccroy. A Bcncdićlinc Con­
vent, and a fort, arc on the extreme point 
point jutting into the harbour, oppofite to 
which is the Ilheo dos Cobras, or Serpent 
liland. Upon tłiis liland arc a dock yard, 
magazines, and naval iłorchoufes ; and, 
around its iliorcs, convenicnt anclïoragcs for 
íhipping.

ilia »211 1

Rio has latcly undergonc confiderable im- 
provements. In many parts the houfes 
are built of hewn ftonc. The ftreets arc 
iłraight, and well pavěd ; and fimilar arti- 
fans refide in the famé ftrect. An aque- 
dućł, of confiderable length, brought ovcr 
Vallies by a double row of arches placed one 
above the other, fupplies the fountains, fitu- 
ated in the fquares, with water. A guard 
coniłantly attends the fountains to regulatc 
its diftribution ; and a fufficicnt quantity of 
it is thence conveyed to the quay, through 
canvas hofes, for the ufe of the íhipping.

The
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The opulence and commercial importance 
of the place could not be more fully afeer- 
taincd than by its fliops, magazines, and 
markets: all of which abounded with every 
fpccics of Britiih manufacture ; and the ap- 
pearance of individuals indicatcd cafe and 
comfort. The city had fcvcral public walks; 
and buildings, both public and private, werc 
incrcafmg. Thcrc w:ere many principal 
édifices built of granite, with which mate­
rial was conílruCtcd a fpacious quay, upon 
the bcach, oppofitc to the palace.’

The town is infalubrious from local cir- 
cumitanccs, and the dccifive influence of 
climatc. It is fituated upon a plain ; and, 
except from the harbour, furroundcd with 
hills, covered with thick foreft trccs. The 
air, thus confincd, is rendered humid morn- 
ings and evenings. From this caufe, as 
well as from ftagnant water in marfhes ncar 
the town, arife putrid and intermittent 
fevers; and the elephantiafis is not un- 

. common.

Thcrc
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Thcre are thrcc convcnts for mon, and 
two for wonicn ; none of them rcmarkablc 
for religions auftcrity. The ceremonies of 
religion, howcver, werč ftridly obfervcd ; 
and an addition had bcen madc to them, 
by the ringing of bclls, and launching of 
Ikyrockcts, whcncvcr any folemnitics wcre 
performing in the churchcs.

Ail elafles of focicty hâve an infuperable 
attachaient to gaiety and pleafure. The 
lower order appeared abroad in cloaks ; thofe 
of the middling and higher ranks always in 
fwords. The ladies had their hair hanging 
down in trèfles, tied with ribands, and adorn- 
cd with flowers ; their heads werc uncovered. 
They had, in general, fine dark eyes, and 
animated countenances ; wcre fond of mu­
fle, and their favourite inftruments the 
harpfichord and guitar. A few of them 
fliewed inftanccs of extreme levity ; and 
fonie of the men wcre accufed of unnatu- 
ral pradiccs.

Plays
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Plays, opéras, and mafqucrades wcrc thc 
innocent amuiëments of both fexes. A pub­
lic garden, at one extremity of thc town, by 
thc fea fide, was thc favouritc attradion ; 
whcrc, after their evening promenade, they 
frcquently partook of banquets, rendered 
more zeftful by thc accompanimcnt of mufie 
and thc difplay of artificial fireworks. This 
garden was laid out, with much tafte, in 
grafs plots, fhrubberics and parterres ; inter- 
fperfed with Ihady trees, and archcd aleoves 
decoratcd with flowers, jcflamincs and fra- 
grant plants. Towards thc middle, was a 
fountain of artificial rock-work, ornamented 
with fculptural figures of two alligators, 
fpouting water into a marble refervoir, in 
which aquatic birds, donc in bronze, wcrc 
fportively reprefented.

Thcrc was alfo a tcrrace of granite on that 
fidc of thc garden next the fea, at thc extre­
mity of which wcrc built two ncat fummer 
houfes. Thc ccilings wcrc ornamented with 
varions defigns ; thc cornices exhibited dif­
ferent fpccics of filh and birds ; and upon thc

walls
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walls wert, ill-executed, eight paintings, 
emblematic of the principal productions 
which raifcd the country to its opulence; 
among which were vicws of the diamond 
and gold mines, and the männer of working 
them.

Contiguous to the fea ihore, and near to 
the town was another garden, curions for a 
fmall manufacture of Cochineal. It was fup- 
pofcd, that the infcCt which forms this dyc 
at Rio, is not the famé as that noticcd by 
Linnæus, under the namc of coccus caCti 
coccinelliferi, which is defcribcd as being 
flat on the back, with black legs, and tapcr- 
ing horns or antennæ.

The infeCt of Rio is convex, with legs, fix 
in numbcr, of a clcar bright red, in both male 
and fcmalc, and the antennæ moniliform, or 
bead like. The colour of the wholc body of 
the male is a bright red ; the breaft elliptical, 
and flightly attached to the head; the an­
tennæ about half as long as the body. Two 
fine whitc filaments, thrice as long as the in­
feCt, projcCt from its abdomen; and they have

G two 
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two wings, ereČl, of a faint ftraw colour.— 
The femalc, which has no wings, is of an 
elliptic form, and convex on both fides; its 
back is covercd with a downy fubftance rc- 
fembling fine cotton. The abdomen is 
marked with tranfvcrfc rugæ or furrows. 
The mouth is fituated in the breaft, having 
a browniih bcak which pénétrâtes the plant 
the infcćł feeds upon. About twenty days 
after its birth, it bccomcs prégnant; and 
dies after bringing forth an innumcrablc 
offspring. The fizc of thcfc is fo minute as 
to be eafdy miftaken for the eggs of thofe in- 
fećts. They romain without the leaft ap- 
pcarancc of life for about the fpace of a day, 
then fhew tokens of animation, and, foon 
after, move agilely ovcr the furface of the 
leaf, upon which they werc depofited by the 
mother. In thrcc or four days the downy 
envelopement, vifiblc on the fécond day only 
through a microfcopc, appears to the nakcd 
cyc ; and the infcći it covercd incrcafes ra- 
pidly in fizc till cqual to a grain of ricc. 
As they augment in bulk, they dccrcafc in 
motion ; and when arrived at their fuli 
growth, they are attached to the leaf in a
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torpid date.—This is the period at which 
they arc taken from the plant for ufc : if 
fuffered to romain, they would dcpofite their 
young, as bcfore mentioncd. Varions Celis, 
of a cylindric form, danding perpendicularly 
upon the furface of the leaf, are difcovcred 
among the cl uders of thefc infeds, cnvclop- 
ed in their cotton. Thefe cells are the 
chryfalidcs or coccoons of the male. The 
wings, in their nafeent dato, make their 
fird appearancc out of them, and are per­
ceptible about three days before the infed is 
in a daté of complction or maturity. In that 
condition it enjoys its exidcncc only three 
or four days, during which it imprégnâtes 
the females. (

The plant, upon which this infcćt feeds, 
w, probably, the cadus opuntia of Linnæus 
called at Rio, orumbcla—a fpccies of the 
cadus, or priçkly pear. A plate of the leaf 
18 here annexed.

The leaves of this plant ate fomewhat 
cUîptical, and grow without dalks. They 
aie thick and fleihy, having the upper fidc 

G 2 more
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more planoconcavc than the other. They 
rife immediately one from thc other’s edge, 
and alfo from the ftem, armed with round 
and tapering prickles about an inch long. 
Thefc plants, though they would extcnd to 
twenty, are prevented from rifing abovc 
cight feet; this height bcing more con- 
venicnt to the manufaéturcr, and at which 
the juice of thc Icaves is fuppofed moft nu- 
tricious. The young leaves arc of a darkifh 
grcen, but acquirc, by âge, a yellow caft ; 
and their internai fubftance is of the famé 
colour as thc extcrnal.

Upon thc caétus is found another infeét, 
fuppofed to fecd upon thc coccus, or co- 
chincal infeél. It refemblcs, in its perfećł 
date, a four-winged infeét, callcd ichncu- 
mon ; but is found, on clofe examination, 
to be a Hy with only two wings. The larva, 
or Caterpillar of this fly, is with difficulty 
diftinguiihed from thc coccus; itinfinuates 
itfelf into thc cotton in which the lattcr is 
cnveloped. When this fly is prepared to 
change its fkin, it Icaves thc cotton, cornes

upon
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upon the leaf, and quickly increafes in fize, 
and changes its colour. In a few days, 
then, it bccomes inačtive ; but quickly after, 
it contracte its wings w ith violent agitation, 
and depofits a globule of pure red colouring 
matter. It next fufpcnds itfelf upon the 
prickles of the leaf, and is metamorphofed in- 
to a chryfalis, out of which iflues, fliortly, the 
pcrfcćł fly. The plate mentioned at page 83, 
will íhcw the refpcítive forms ofboth mfećte, 
as well as the plant upon which they fced, 
and the following is a defeription :

I and 2. The male coccus, or cochineal infećt, the 
fize of nature.

3 and 4. The fame much magnified. The body of 
the infeći is of a bright red colour ; and the 
long filaments proceeding from the pofterior 
extremity of the body are white, but were 
made dark in the engraving to diflinguiíh 
them from the páper.

5 and 6. The femalc coccus, the fize of nature, in two 
different liages of its growth : the body is 
of a mahogany colour ; the legs of a bright 
red.

7. Firlt ftate of the larva, or Caterpillar of the
fly, fuppofed to fced on the coccus.

8. The fame magnified.
G 3 9 and
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9 and 10. The larva of the fly, in different views and 
magnitudes, juft before its change into thc 
chryfalis’ ftate. In nature, it is the length 
of the line linder fig. 9.

11. The chryfalis of the fly.
12. The perfećł fly magnified. The natural fize

is the length of the line drawn under it.

The conversion of thc infcćts into cochi- 
neal is a Simple proccfs. They are put into 
a flat earthen dilb, and placcd, alive, over a 
charcoal ftre, and par-roafted very flowly, 
till the down upon them difappear, and the 
aqueous juice of thc animal bc entirely eva- 
porated. But, during this procefs, they are 
to be conftantly ftirred about, with a tin 
ladle, to prevent abfolutc torréfaction, which 
would reduce the infcćl to aíhcs, and thcrc- 
by deitroy the colour.

Within the harbour, and oppofitc to the 
town, is anothcr fpccies of manufacture, for 
Converting the blubber of whalcs into oil, 
for which an exclufive privilège was given 
to a company, on paying one fifth of its 
profits to government.

At
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At Val Longo, in anothcr part of thc 
harbour, are warchoufes for thc réception 
and falc of flaves frorn Angola and Bcn- 
gucla, on thc coaft of Africa. Out of twenty 
thoufand, purchafcd annually for thc Brazils, 
Rio took five thoufand, of which thc average 
price was twenty pounds fterling each. The 
Queen of Portugal reçoives fixty thoufand 
pounds per annum, into her privy purfe, by 
a duty o^ ten thoufand rees, on cach flavc, 
paid before they are ihipped from Africa.— 
The Brazils, it was computed, contained fix 
hundred thoufand flaves, born in Africa, or 
defeended from thofe who wcre thcre ; the 
whites were eflimated at two hundred 
thoufand.

Thc original inhabitants of Brazil are low 
in Rature, mufeular, ftout and aétivc ; of a 
light-brown complcćłion ; fłraight black 
hair ; littlc bcard ; long dark cyes, but with 
tokens of intellcft. They entertained an 
implacable antipathy to thc invaders of their 
country ; they fhun thc fettlcments of the 
l’ortugueze, but mafTacre individuals, with-

G 4 out 
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out rcmorfe, wherever thcy arc found fcat> 
tercd or unprotcćied.

The foreft, before mentioned, befides 
abounding with palms, and maftic-wood, 
mangoe and gouyava trees, containcd many 
other vegetables never before obfcrved. A 
Francifcan friar, who refided at Rio, had un- 
dertaken a defeription, in a botanical work', 
to be called Flora Fluminenßs.

On a ftream, clofc to the foreft, was 
crcitcd a corn mili, ufcd by them, worthy 
of bcing deferibed from its fimplicity of 
conftru&ion. “ A whccl, a few feet only 
in diameter, was placed horizontally, much 
bclow the current of a ftream, as it feil 
from a ftecp bank, and was rcccived in hol- 
lows, ten or twclvc in number, fo obliquely 
fcolloped into the upper rim of the wheel, 
as to impcl it to a quick rotatory motion ; 
while its upright ihaft, pafling through an 
opening of the centre of an immoveable 
millftonc, above the whccl, but of a nar- 
rower diameter, was fixed to a fmallcr mill- 

ftone
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ftone, which, forced round by thc mo­
tion of the wheel and dependent iliaft, 
crufhed betwcen it and thc larger ftone bc- 
ncath, thc grain infinuated betwccn them 
from a hopper, Thus that effećt was pro- 
duccd, by thc mean of one wheel only, 
which is gcnerally the refult of a much 
more expcnfivc and complicatcd machinery. 
It is faid that a fimilar mili is in ufe in thc 
Crimca.”

The fertile valley of Tijouca cxcited no­
tice. It was irrigated by a pure ftream, 
which, on its firft entrance, was precipitat- 
cd down a iteep and broad rock of granite, 
forming a magnificent cafcade. In the 
fpace of a few fquarc yards—indigo, cofFcc, 
manioc, cocoa or chocolaté trees ; fugar 
canes, plaintains, and orange lime trocs—ail 
grew promifcuoufly. The famé articles, 
■with the addition of ricc, pepper, and to- 
bacco, were produccd in other diilrićts. 
The vine alfo flouriíhed ; but thc grapę is 
prohibited from being prefled.

The
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The whole of the Brazils is divided into 
eight govcrnmcnts; the revenue is cftimat- 
cd at about a million fterling ; of which one 
third was confumcd in the cxpcnccs of ad- 
miniftration. The principal feat of govern- 
ment, and chief mart for commerce, was 
formcrly at Bahia dos Todos os Santos ; but 
the difeovery of the diamond and gold 
mines, within a hundred leagues of Rio dc 
Janeiro, caufed its removal to this place, 
whofc governor has the title of Viceroy.

A late prohibition had prevented the pco- 
plc at Rio from working up the gold cven 
in their own mines ; and the tools, ufed by 
the artificers, fciz.cd and confiícated. The 
peoplc complaíncd hcavily of taxes ; they 
wcrc fo fcverely fclt by thofe in the interior 
provinces, that by carriagc and tranfit ,du- 
ties, a bottlc of port winc coft the confumer 
ten fiiillings fterling.—Thcfc, and other 
hardftiips, led, not long fince, to a confpi- 
racy againft the parent country, in which 
were conccrncd clergy as well as laity, and 
fomc of the principal officcrs of the govern- 

ment 
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ment there. Their views, howcvcr, wcrc 
happily difeovered, and timely prevented. 
Only the chief confpirator rcceived capital 
puniíhraent ; the rcít wcrc baniíhed to the 
Afričan fettlements.

Rio is protcéted by lèverai final! forts and 
batteries, fo dctachcd as to impede the pro- 
grefs of an enemy. Its military cítabliíh- 
ment conflits of, including two battalions 
of difciplincd militia, ten thoufand men ; 
excluíive of a numerous undifciplined mili­
tia, moítly in the city and its vicinity.

The fort of Santa Cruz was the chief de- 
fcncc of the harbour. It mounte twcnty 
thrce guns towards the fea, and thirty thrce 
to the northward and weítward ; and is 
flanked by batteries to the eaítward and 
weítward. The city of Rio depended moít­
ly for proteétion, on the works ercétcd on 
Serpent líland. The length of this is about 
thrce húndrcd yards ; and mounts forty fix 
guns facing different points of the compafs.

' If
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If thc political Rate of Rio fhould pais 
without animadverfion, its natural appear- 
ancc cannot fail to attraćt notice, whethcr 
it bc contcmplatcd in its harbour, moun- 
tains, woods, or rocks.—Its productions 
flourifh on a grand fcale, iikc a prolific 
garden eultivated by the carcful Land ot its 
owner. .

The anxious defire his Excellcncy had to 
attain the place of his deftination, hurried 
him on board before he was quitc reco- 
vered from an indifpofition he had at fea; 
and as foon as thc two ihips had complcted 
their wood and water, they weighed their 
anchors, and on thc feventeenth of Dccem- 
ber, 1702, procecdcd on the voyage.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VI.
• ' ł

PASSAGE TO THE SOUTHERN PART OF 

THE ATLANTIC, AND OF THE INDIAN 

OCEAN. VIEW OF THE ISLANDS OF 

TRISTAN d’aCUNHA IN THE FORMER, 

AND OF THOSE OF ST. PAUL AND AM­

STERDAM IN THE LATTER. ENTRANCE 

INTO THE STRAITS OF SUNDÁ. VISIT 

TO BATAVIA AND BANTAM, IN THE 

islanjDjOF j;ava. view of the Sou­
thern EXTREMITY OF THE ISLAND OF 

SUMATRA. PASSAGE THROUGH THE 

STRAITS OF RANCA TO PULO CONDORE.

IN order to fecure the trade winds, the 
Lion and Hindoftan took a foutherly 

courfe from Rio, till they got into the 
thirty feventh degree of fouthern latitude, 
where the prevailing winds are chiefly wef- 
terlv, favourable to fhips bound to Afia. In 
this track tempeftuous weather is frequent, 
and the fqualls ludden and violent ; every 

poífible 
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pofîîble précaution was, therefore, taken to 
guard againft danger. Z

The navigation was continued in this 
parallel for fome days, with a defirablc 
breeze from the weitward ; and on the 
thirty firft of December, 1792, the Iflands 
of Triftan d’Acunha hove in fight. Only 
the largeft bears that name ; the others are 
fubdiftinguifhed by the appellations of In- 
accefiible, and Nightingale Illands.

Inacceffiblc is a high bluff, about nine 
miles in circumference. It has a very for- 
bidding appearance, and may be feen at the 
diftance of twelve or fourteen leagues. Its 
latitude is thirty feven degrees nineteen mi­
nutes fouth ; its longitude elcvcn degrees 
fifty minutes weil: from Greenwich.

Nightingale iiland is irregulär in form,, 
with a hollow in the middle ; and is feven or 
eight miles in circumference, with fmall 
rocky iíles at its fouthern extremity. Its 
latitude is thirty feven degrees twenty nine 

minutes
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minutes fouth ; its longitude eleven degrees 
forty eight minutes weit, and may be de- 
feried at feven or eisrht leagues diftance.

The land ofTriftan d’Acunha is excced- 
ingly high, difcoverable at tlje diftance of 
twenty five leagues. It feems about fif- 
teen miles in circumference. Towards the 
north part of this iiland, there is an éléva­
tion a thoufand feet perpendicular from the 
fea ; then commences a level, or, in the 
fea phrafe, a table land, extending to the 
centre of the iiland ; and afterwards arifes 
a conical mountain, not very diiïïmilar to 
the peak at Teneriffe, as feen from the bay 
of Santa Cruz.—Having previouily exa- 
mined the fhore, and taken foundings in 
boats, the Lion flood in and anchored in 
the evening, on the north fide, in thirty 
fathoms water.—Whcn the ihip was at an- 
chor, ihe was overihadowed by the dark 
mafs of that portion of the iiland whofe 
fides fecmed to rife like a mofs-grown wall 
immediatcly from the ocean. This appear- 
ance is reprefented in the plate annexed.

This
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This ifland was not explored on account 
of an accident.—A fudden guft of wind 
ftarted the Lion’s anchor, and obliged her, 
for fafety, to put to fea.—But from good 
méridional obfervations, and by the aid of 
accurate time-pieces, the fpot where the 
Lion lay was determined to be thirty íeven 
dcgrees fix minutes fouth latitude, and 
eleven degrees forty threc minutes weil: 
longitude ; which is a pofition two degrees 
eaft of the longitude as laid dow.n in charts. 
The variation of the compafs was fevcn de- 
grees weftward from the pole. Fahren- 
hciťs thermometcr ftood at fixty feven de­
grees.—The fword fiíh ; whaies of every 
fpecies ; fea lions and feals ; penguins and 
albatroifcs frequent this coaft.

t

Thefc iílands are fifteen hundred miles 
diftaut from any land to the weftward or 
northward of them. Being in the general 
track to China, and to the coaft of Coro­
mandel, by the outer paífage, they merit 
particular examination. In circumftances 
requiring difpatch, a veíTcl might come 

from
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from England to Triitan d’Acunha without 
itopping by the way, and thence proceed to 
India or China. A fettlement, indeed, has 
been twice in contemplation. One projeit 
was, to make it a mart for the light manu­
factures of Hindoitan, fuited to warm cli- 
mates, for thc filver of the Spaniih fettle- 
ments in South America ;—the other, as 
a proper Situation for drying and preparing 
the fürs of fea lions and ieals, and for 
extraCling the ipermaceti of the wbite or 
long-nofed whale, and the whalebone and 
oil of thc black fpecies.

In thc paflage from the above ifland, thc 
Lion croflcd the meridian of London on the 
fifth of January, 1793. When in the 
latitude of forty-one degrees fouth, they 
met with itrong breezes. The wind wa^ 
from north weit to fouth weit ; the former 
producing fogs and rain,—the latter, elear 
and cold weather.—During the whole way 
only one gale of wind was experienced, 
which was to the eaitward of Madagafcar.

II It

( (
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It began from the north eaft, and cndcd in 
the fouth weft, blowing violently in all 
directions. The fhip laboured much, and 
rolled gunwale under water.

Approaching within thirty leagues of St. 
Paul and Amfterdam, a few feals and pen- 
guins madę their appearancc—A current 
was alfo obferved to fet duc fouth, at the 
rate of a mile an hour.—The weather was 
no w moderate and warm ; for though in 
the month of January, it ihould be recol- 
lećłcd, that in this hemifphere it is a part 
of fummer.
ł

On the firft of Fcbruary were perceived 
the iilands of Amfterdam and St. Paul. 
They arc in the famę degrce of longitude, 
but at feventeen miles diftance. The 
Dutch circumnavigators, as well as Cap- 
tain Cook, give the name of Amfterdam 
to the northern, and of St. Paul to the 
fouthern ; but moft others, reverfe them, 
calling the fouthernmoft Amfterdam.

As

i
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As the ihip drew nçar the ihore, two 
human figures were feen moving upon the 
land. They made and waved a fignal, by 
tying a handkerchief to a pole; and the 
rational conjećture arofe, that they were 
perfons who had iuffered ihipwreck.— 
The Lion anchored in twcnty-five fathoms 
water, about a mile from ihore, manned a 
boat and fent hcr into the bafon to thofe 
men tolearn their hiftory, and to offer them 
ailiitance.—There were five men in ail ; 
for by this time, threc others, their com- 
panions had joined them. Two of them 
were Engliih, and the reit French ; one of 
thefc, the chief or iuperintendant, was in­
telligent and communicative.—They came 
lait in a trading vcfïel from the ifle of 
ř rance, and had been left there purpofely 
to provide a cargo of twenty-five thoufand 
féal fkins, of which they had already pro- 
cured eight thoufand, for the Canton 
market.—This veiTel was gone to Nootka 
lound, on the noi th weit coaít of America, 
w>th a view of bringing a quantity of fea- 
°ttcr íkins to China, and afterwards of

H 2 calling
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calling for thc cargo of feal fkins at this 
place, tobe likewife carried to China ; pro- 
cecding thus, alternately between Nootka 
and Amfterdam ifland.

The feal of Amflcrdam is thc pboca 
urfina of Linnæus. The małe is much 
larger than thc female ; the weight of thefe 
is from feventy five to a hundred and 
twenty pounds. During the winter, num> 
bers of fea lions {pbocce leonina\ fome 
cightcen feet long, crawl out of the fea, 
making a prodigious noife. Whalesabound 
herc in the winter feafon ; but in the fum- / 
mer tliey feek deeper water.

The feal catchers had conßruded a rude 
hut upon the border of an elliptic covc, or 
bafon. The bank of this cove, next the 
iça, was low, and had rccently bcen di- 
vided in the middle bv a ihallow commu- 
nication with thc fea ; for nonę fuch ex- 
iiled in 1697, when this ifland was vifited 
by Van Vlaming.—Clofc to this now in- 
terrupted caufeway, the land rifes, on each 

fidc,
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lide, fuddenly from the bafon, and is con- 
tinued round it to the height of feven hun- 
dred feet. In divers parts of the flantin
fides of this funnel near the water’s ed Se>
and in the caufeway which divides it from 
the fea, were difcovered feveral fprings of 
hot water. In one of thefe fprings was 
immerfed Fahrenheiťs thermometer, which, 
in the air ftood at fixty two degrees, af- 
cended immediately to one hundred and 
ninety fix. In another it rofe to two hun­
dred and four degrees;—and the bulb of 
the thermometer being applied to a crcvice, 
from which iíTued a fmall ílream, it af- 
cendcd, in lefs than a minute, to the boil- 
ing point or two hundred and twelve de­
grees. One of the gentlemen of the party, 
with a hook and line, caught fome fifli out 
of the bafon, and let them drop into the bot 
fpring adjoining ; where, in fifteen minutes, 
they were boiled fit for eating.

I -arge bcds of moíTes (marcbanťia and lyco- 
pódium) were growing exuberantly in fome 
places, in the vicinity of thefe hot fprings;

H 3 in 
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in others werc obferved vcins of vitrified 
matter burnt but not fujed; and beautiful 
pièces of Zeolite were difcovered in fome 
of the rocks. Several craters werc alfo 
perceived ; the largeft was on the eaftern 
lide of the iiland, now full of water, ex- 
ceeding in diameter thofe of Etna or Vefu- 
vius. Thefe, and other appearances con- 
firmed the idea, tbat the iiland of Am- 
ilerdam had experienced fubterraneous fires, 
evinccd by varions volcanic éruptions.

This volcanic inflammation is percep­
tible, in the day time, only by its fmoke ; 
but at night, from the ihip’s decks, werc 
feen, upon the heights of the iiland, feve- 
ral corufcant fires burfling out of the 
crannies of the earth, refembling, in fome 
rcfpcćłs, but excecding the nightly fiâmes 
iifuing from ignited coal pits.

Except one, all the fprings, or refer- 
voirs, of hot water werc brackiih.—One 
fpring, whofe fourcc is in the high ground 

or 
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or ridges of the crater, is a pretty ftrong 
chalybeate; and fmall incruftations of 
ochre were feen adhering to the fides of thé 
rock whence it iftues, as well as into the 
cavity into which it falls.—This is the 
water ufed by thofe five feamen, who are 
reconciled, by habit, to its tafte ; and feel 
no inconvenience, whatever, from its ufe.

This ifland lies in thirty eight degrees 
forty two minutes fouth latitude, and 
feventy fix degrees fifty four minutes eaft 
longitude. The magnetic variation, in the 
great crater, was nineteen degrees fifty 
minutes weftward of the north pole. The 
length of the ifland from north to fouth 
rather exceeds four miles ; its breadth 
from eaft to wcft about two and a half 
miles, and itscircumference cleven miles,— 
comprifing a furface of eight fquare miles ; 
nearly the whole of which was covered 
with a fertile foil.

Among the different kinds of fifh with 
which this ifland aboundcd, noue vyas

II 4 more
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more reliíhed than a fpecies of the cod, 
wbether eaten freíh or falted.—Cray fiíh 
wcre caught upon the bar by band ; and at 
the fhip’s anchorage in baíkets. That 
fpecies of the penguin, partaking, by its 
fcale-like fcathers, and fin-like wings, of the 
fifhy tribe, callcd by Linnæus chryíocoma, 
is found here in abundance.

With refpećł to birds, there was a lefs 
variety. Of the larger were feveral fpe­
cies of the albatrofs, and the fierce and 
voracious black petrel, the procellaria equi- 
nočiialis of Linnæus. This bild is a more 
fatal enemy to the blue petici of Amfter- 
dam, the procellaria forßeriy than to the 
albatrofs. It evifeerates the former, and 
devours only the heait and liver ; many 
were found upon the ifland in this fiate.— 
But the moft beautiful of the fcathered tribe 
was the filver bild, or fierna hirundo, the 
fizc of a large fwallow, with a forked taił.

The blue petrel, about the bignefs of a 
pigeon, and the fifh caught by angling, 

conftituted 
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coniłituted the principal food of thc feal- 
catchers, the only inhabitants of the ifland. 
But for thefe, they muft have periihed.—• 
They had been here fince the month of Sep­
tember, and were left with a fcanty flock of 
provifions. They were fupplied with many 
devient roots from thc Lion and Hindoftan ; 
and befides potatoes, the gardencrs planted 
around their hüt, varions kinds of veget- 
ablcs, which may not only provc a feafonable 
relief to them, but alfo to their fucceflbrs 
Upon the ifland.

The ifland of St. Paul lay in fight, and to 
the northward. It prefented no very high 
land nor eonie nfings. Report fays it abounds 
with frefh water ; but there is no good an- 
chorage near it, nor any fafe or convenient 
landing place. The fhips got under way, and 
on theevening of the fécond of Fcbruary loft 
fight of both iflands.

For fome time the fquadron failed in high 
fiouthern latitudes ; but a favourable breeze 
fipringing up, they took an oblique courte to 
the north caft, as well to get into the Straits

of 
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of Sundá, as to hâve the better chance of 
falling in with fliips homeward bound. The 
fun’s vertical heat was moderated by freíh 
breezes ; the tropica! birds then made their 
appearance ; and feveral water fpouts, ibme 
refembling jets d’eaux, others very fimilar to 
thc blowing of a whale, prefented themfelves 
to view, and fćcmed to reach the lowcred 
clouds.

The fcurvy now began to affcćl the crcws 
ofboth ihips, notwithflanding the beft nicans 
taken for the prefervation of their health. 
Marinated cabbage, callcd four crout, was 
mixed with their food, and a beverage admi- 
mftered to thein from the effence of malt.

The Lion and Hindoftan having fpread 
more than ufual, the bettcr to accompliih 
their wiihes, now feparated, for the firfttime 
fince they left England ; but thc rendezvous, 
North Ifland, had bcen previouily appointed.

On the twenty fifth of February, 1793, 
Java head, the moi! wcflcrly point of the

ifland 
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iíland of that name, was difcovered by the 
officers of the Lion ; and, not long after 
Prince’s iíland, which is at the entrance of 
the Straits of Sundá. Thefe Straits are form- 
ed by the proximity of the fouth eaft part of 
the great iíland of Sumatra to that of the 
north weit of Java. They are interfperfed 
with a number of fmall iíles, rich and gay 
in appearance.

The two great iílands, Sumatra and Java, 
are low, and rnaríhy towards the íhore, but 
afterwards rife gradually to the'interior of 
the country ; affbrding every variety of 
landfcape. In the middle of the Strait is 
a fmall iíland named, from its fituation, 
Thwart-tbe-way ; and two ímaller called, 
appropriately, Cap and Button. Thefe háve 
fteep and naked fides ; but moít of the others 
are level, founded upon beds of coral, and 
covered with trees.

A wbite fandy beach cncompafíes fomc of 
the ímaller iílands, which háve numerous 
thickcts clofe to the water’s edge ; and on 

the 
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the outfide are ihoals, upôn which multitudes 
of little aquatic animais, are fagacioufly bufied 
in conftruCting calcarcous habitations for their 
protection. Thefe gradually emerging out, 
and riflng above the furface of, the water, by 
the adventitious adhefion of floating vegetable 
matters, plafticly giving birth to plants and 
trees, either become new iflands, or augment 
thofe already produced by the famé means.

The Lion found the Hindoftan at anchor 
in North Ifland, one of thefe coralline pro­
ductions. Near the mouth of the Straits ihe 
had fallen in with one of the Eaft India Com­
pany’s ihips, rcturning from China. She 
had brought difpatches front the Company’s 
Commiiîioners at Canton, addreflëd to the 
EmbaiTador ; and aftcr waiting tcn days for 
his Excellcncy at Batavia, wcre left there for 
him.

On rccciving tins information, both ihips 
immediately fhapcd their courfe thither, and 
the paifage was productive of much pleafure. 
The fea had fcarce an ondulation ; and cluf-

tcrs 
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tcrs of coral iilands fprang in view. Quanti­
fies of zoophites were dragged from the fea, 
fome of a fleihy, and fonie of a leathery tex­
ture. The corals were of vaft maiłeś, and of 
numerous fpecies, the madrepora, cellipora, 
and tubipora ; of varions ihapes, flat, round, 
and branched ; and of the feveral colours, 
blue, whitc, and brown ; but nonę red, ex- 
cept the tubularia mußca.

On the fixth of March the ihips anchorcd 
in Batavia road, fituatcd in fix degrees ten 
minutes fouth latitude, and a hundred and fix 
degrees fifty one minutes eaft longitude ; the 
variation of the compafs about half a degree 
to the weftward of the Pole.

The road is very capacious, and has a 
fafe anchorage for ihipping, it being protećled 
from any fwcll by a circular range of iilands. 
Several Chinefe junks were riding at an- 
chor ; and the vaii quantity of Dutch veíftls 
lying beforc the city, announced it as their 
chief place of tradc, as well as their principal 
feat of government.

Notwith-
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Notwithftanding the Embaflador’s miflion 
had excited great alarms, bis Excellency firft 
received the compliments of the Dutch go- 
vernment on board, and was afterwards flat- 
tered on ihore with diftinguifhed honours.

His Excellency explained away their ap- 
prehcnfions by afluring them, that the Admi- 
niftration of Great Britain had offercd to the 
States General its mediatorial afliftance, if 
necelfary, on behalf of their trade. The 
Council, who had been ignorant of this prof- 
fer, acknowlcdgcd their intentions of coun- 
tera&ing the Embafly ; and refolved to lend 
immédiate inftrućłions to Canton, for uniting 
with, inftead of oppofing the efforts of the 
EmbaiTador ; whencc it was expeéted, that 
every other nation trading to China, would 
ultimately bc benefited.

The difpatches which his Excellency re­
ceived here from the Commiflioners of the 
Eaft India Company, at Canton, portendcd 
his honourablc réception at the court of 
Pekin. The Commiflioners ftated that,

“ ha vin 2 
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“ having applicd totwo of the principal mer- 
chants to folicit their audience from the 
Fouyen or Governor of Canton, in the ab- 
fence of the Viceroy of the province, in order 
to deliver a letter to bim from the Chairman 
of the Court of Diredors of the Eaft India 
Company ; thofe merchants readily gueiïèd 
that the letter related to the Embafly, of 
vvhich the rumour had fprcad among them ; 
and expreffed fomc dcgree of appreheniion, 
lefl the meafure might, in its confequences, 
affed the trade, property, or perfonal fecurity 
of the native merchants at Canton ; but that 
the Commiflioners aflurcd them that it would 
father bc produdive of good than of ill confe­
quences to all the trading part of the Commu­
nity ; that the motives of the Embafly vvere 
anxioufly enquired into, on the part of the of- 
ficers of governmcnt, as a prcliminary fiep to 
the audience required by the Commiflioners, 
Mio declarcd that nothing fart her was intend- 
C(1 than to effed a Arider fricndihip between 
the courts of London and Pekin, and an in- 
Creafe of that intcrcourfe, vvhich had been car- 
r'ed on for fo many years, to the advantage of

beth 
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both nations; that this explanation was pro- 
bably fatisfaćłory, as the day for their récep­
tion was fixed at an earlier period than could 
bave becn expefted, from the procraflinating 
and fupcrftitious temper of the Chinefe ; that 
a meflage afterwards, howevcr, was fent by 
the Governor to learn the rank and fituation 
of the perfon from whom the lotter came ; 
and whether he was a fervant of the King, 
and held an office under his féal ; that in 
anfwer it was faid, that the lettcr, though 
not written by an immédiate fervant of the 
King, was fent to the Viceroy with his 
Majeily’s knowledge, to announce the ap- 
proach of his Embaflador to Pekin ; that in 
confcquencc, however, of thelctternot hav- 
ing been written by an immédiate officer of 
the crown, nor to be dclivered by perfons in 
its fervice, but in that only of the Company, 
objećtions arofe to the intended form of their 
réception ; but as any conteft about cere- 
mony might hâve becn followed by a réfutai 
to receive the lotter, till an anfwer could bc 
obtained from Pekin, which was a fubterfuge 
■which the Hoppo or mandarine more immc- 

diatcly
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diately connećted with Europeans, and inter- 
cfted in prevcnting reprefentations of any 
kind from reaching Pekin, betrayed a difpo- 
fition of urging to the Fouyen, it was deter- 
mined to deliver the letter in any männer 
that might be prefcribed. It became necef- 
fary, likcwife, to communicate its contents ; 
and it was with no fmall trouble and dif- 
ficulty that the Chinefe merchants, who 
were the only Interpreters, could be brought 
to comprehend the particulars of the letter, 
and the real objećt of the Embafly. The 
Want of a competent linguift, and the ne- 
ceflityof encouragement toattain the Chinefe 
language, under the obftacles to be encoun- 
tered in fuch a purfuit, were, perhaps, never 
fo apparent as on tins occafion ; and the 
Engliih commiflioners could not but lament 
the want of an interpreter of their own 
nation, capable of concciving and rendering 
the fpirit of the letter, and of carrying on 
With advantage a Conference both délicate 
and important. That it ended, however, 
in a promife that the letter ihould be for- 
wardcd to the Empcror ; and the refult

• I made
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madę known to them through the Chincfe 
irierchantś. That accordingly, fome timc 
afterwards, his Imperial Majefly’s pleafure 
was publifhed on the fubjećt in an edićt 
declaring his fatisfaftion of the Embafly ; 
and giving Orders that pilots fliould be pro- 
perly iłationed to conduit the fhips, in 
which the Embaflador and the prefents from 
the King of Great Britain wcrc expcited, 
into the Port of Tien-fing, or any other 
they might think more convenient, or ihould 
prcfcr.” The Commiflioners added, that 
“ the imprcflïon lookcd for from the Em- 
bafly had al ready taken place on the oflîccrs 
of government at Canton. Lefs interruption 
to forcign trade, and a more ready attention 
to the reprefentations of the Commiflioners, 
werc very apparent ; and the Hoppo was 
alrcady faid to hâve in contemplation to 
abolifli the extravagant charges at. Macao, by 
which means one of the principal importions 
on forcigners would bc fupprefled.”

The Batavian government, on the commu­
nication of thefe difpatches, in which they

• fclt
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feit themfelves interefted, rcfolved to cele- 
brate the anniverfary of the birth of the 
Prince of Orange, Stadtholder of the United 
Provinces, with additional fcílivities, and 
increafed fplendour, to which the EmbaíTador 
and his fuite were invited.—A falute of 
twenty-one guns was fired from the Lion 
the cighth of March, on the occafion, and it 
was on that day his Exccllcncy firft went 
on íhorc.

The entertainment took place at the houfe 
of the Governor General, a íhort diftance 
from town ; an avenue of trecs, bordered by 
canals, lead to the fpot.—On one fide, the 
unexpeéted exhibition of the humours of a 
Flemiíh fair, arrefted the time and attention 
of fome of the gucfts ; while, on the other, 
a drama was performing, by lèverai Chinefe 
aćtors, in a cart or pulpitum, faid to be the 
original or fcenc of dramatic reprefentation.—■ 
A grand bail preccdcd the banquet ; and fplen- 
did illuminations ànd artificial fireworks were 
difplaycd in the garden.

I 2 The
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The city of Batavia, fituated amidft fwamps 
and flagnated pools, independent of climate, 
and inattention to cleanlinefs, is, perhaps, 
one of thc inoft unwholcfome places in the 
univerfe.—The morning fea-breeze ufliers 
in noxious vapours, and the meridian-fun— 
delcterious miafmata. The wan and lan°-uid 
appearance of the people, and the obituary 
of the public hofpitals, which recognized 
nearly a hundred thoufand deaths within the 
lait twcnty years, are melancholy proofs of the 
affertion, and proclaim it, with juftnefs, the 
Grave of Europeans. Note III.

The acknowledged unhealthinefs of Bata­
via, notwithftanding the inducemcnt of a 
rapid acquifition of fortune, difcourages Eu­
ropeans from going thither, if, by any pofiible 
means, they can remain comfortably at 
home.—This accounts for the prepofterous 
unfitnefs with which offices and proférions 
are ii lied and peribnated. There were two 
men in thc place, originally barbers ; the 
onc aded as clergyman, for the good the 
foui,—the other—as phyfician for that of 
thc body.

The
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The feafon which contributes moft to 
Health, or, rather, which arrcfts or retards the 
progrefs of death, is from March to No­
vember. The fea breeze commences about 
ten o clock in the morning, and remains till 
about four in the afternoon. A calm then 
fucceeds till about cight, whcn the land 
breeze fets in, and, except now and then a 
few intervening calms, is ftationary till day- 
break ; from which time, till about teil 
o’clock, there is fcarccly a breath of wind. 
Düring the Lion’s ftay in Batavia road, the 
thermometer was from eighty fix to eighty 
cight degrees ; but in the town it was two 
degrees higher.

Difcafes of the teeth, which prevail in the 
northern parts of Europe, are ftrangcrs to 
the native Javanefe, who principally fubfift 
on vegetable food. But fo capricious is man- 
kind with regard to taße, that what would 
appear difgufting if not difgraccful to an 
European, black teeth, is with them confi- 
dered as the ftandard of beauty. Accordingly, 
they feduloufly paint their teeth all black, of

I 3 the
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the deepeft hue, the two anterior ones in the 
middle excepted, and thefe they cover with 
goldleaf.—The operation is repeated, as often 
as is neceflary, to keep them in that ftate ; 
and they compare thofe to monkeys who 
preferve them in their natural colour.

The fortifications of Batavia, which at firfl: 
view feemed to imply great ftrength, would 
not, in Europe, be confidered as formidable. 
And it íhould ,be obferved, that one of the 
Counfcllors of the Indies, who had exerted 
his military talents to guard the fcttlemcnt 
from external attacks, declared that their 
chief dependence was upon the havoc which 
the climate, and noxious air of the ^mo- 
fphere werc likcly to make upon the enemy’s 
forces.

The trooos on the eftabliihment were A
twelve hundred Europeans, of whom eleven 
hundred were infantry, the reit artillery.— 
Therc were, bciides, three hundred volun- 
teers of the town, not difciplined, formed 
intp two Companies, The irregulars con-

fifted
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íifted of enrolled natives of Java, who were 
never embodied, and of Chinefe ; in all very 
numerous. Add to this, every perfon who 
becomcs a fettlcr at Batavia, is compelled to 
také up arms in its defence.

The caille is conftrufted of coral rock, 
and the town wall, partly, of denfe lava from 
the mountains in the centre of the líland, 
not unlike that of Vefuvius. There is no 
ftone of any fort difcovered for miles behind 
the city of Java.—The marble and granite, 
ufed here in varions édifices, are conveyed 
thither from China ’in vcllels called junks. 
Thefe fail from the ports of the provinces of 
Canton and Fokien, and are moílly laden 
with tea, filks, and porcelain.

The Duích fettlers in this place, acquiring 
Wealth and influence under the Company, 
neglećl their former habits of induilry and 
tempérance, and too often Sacrifice hcalth, 
and fometimes life, to indolence and volup- 
tuoufnefs. Convivial pleafures, in parti­
kular, are carried to excefs.—In many re-

1 4 . fpcćtablc
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fpećhablc houfes, fiihand flcfh are ferved with 
tea and coffee, for breakfart ; very foon after 
this, gin, claret, Madeira, Dutch imali beer, 
and Engliih porter are placed in the portico 
of the grcat hall ; and pipes and tobacco 
ferved to eveřy gueit, with a brafs jar to 
receive the phlegm. Jn tins they are buiicd 
with little interruption, till near the hour of 
dinner, which is one o’clock.

Jurt before dinner, each gueft is ferved 
with a bumper of Madeira winę, as a whetter 
or bracer ; two men Hâves attend for this 
purpofe. Aftèrwards enter three fornale 
(laves ; one holds a íilvcr jar containing rofe, 
or ęommop water to waih with,—a fécond— 
an cmpty fil ver bafon, with a cover, to re­
çoive the water after having ufcd it ; and the 
third has towels to wipe the hands with.— 
Othcr female (laves wait at table, which is 
covcred with a variety of difhcs ; but with 
ftomachs fo cloyed, little is rcccivcd into 
thein exçept liqueures. A band of mufie, 
ail (laves, play at a Imali diiłance, during thç 
repart. Coffee immcdiately fucceeds dinner, 

and 
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and foon after they retire to bed, eon lifting 
only of a mattręfs, bolfter, pillow, and a 
chintz counterpane, but no iheets ; and the 
night drefs, confifting of a muflin cap, and a 
long loofe gown, is put on. If he be a ba- 
chelor, a female flave attends to fan him 
du ring bis fleep.—About fix they rife and 
drefs ; drink tea ; take an airing in their 
carriage, and form parties to fpend the even- 
ing.

J

The morning meetings are fcldom attended 
by the ladies. Moft of thefe are defeended 
from Dutch fettlcrs, and their éducation has 
by no means been neglećłcd. The features 
and contour of their faces are Eyropéan ; 
but their complexion and characber Javanefe. 
The tint of the rofe is an alien to the cheek, 
while pale languor obfets the countenance.— 
When at home they are elothed, like their 
flaves, in a red, checkercd gown, of cotton, 
defeending to the ancles, with long wide 
fleeves.—The colour of theik hair is moftly 
black ; worn in plaitsor treftes, faftencd with 
a filyer bodkin on the top of the bead, like' 

the 
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the peafants of Switzerland ; they wear no 
head-drefs ; and their hair is occafionally 
poliihed with the oil of the cocoa-nut, and 
dccorated with chaplets of flowcrs.

When abroad on morning vifits,—out on 
airings in their carnages,—or engaged in 
parties on evenings, they drefs fplcndidly in 
gold and filver-fpangled muflin robes, with 
their hair, unpowdered, adorned with a pro- 
fïiiion of jewels. They are not folicitous to 
inold the ihape, from fancied elegance, at the 
cxpence of eafe ; neither are they guided by 
any ftandard of faihion.

Every native lady takes abroad with her a 
fcmale flave, handfomely drefled ; who, on 
hcr miftrcfs being fcated, fits before her on 
the floor, holding in hcr hand a gold or filver 
box, containing a pungent mafticatory. It 
js compounded of areca mit, cardamom feeds, 
pepper, tobacco, and flacked lime, rolled 
within a betel leaf, and is in general ufc 
among the ladies.

]f, when al public afltmblies, the ladies 
feel thcmfelves incommoded by heat, whether 

occafioned . 
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occafioned by their drefs or not, they with- 
draw, and change their coftly robes for a 
loofe attire.—The younger gentlemen follow 
the example, and fqbftitute white jackets, 
often with diamond buttons, for their heavy­
formal veftments :—and the Eiders of the 
Council quit their periwigs and put on 
nightcaps.

The members of this government, but on 
thefe occafions, bave always combined their 
perfonal gratification with the eaftern policy 
of ítriking i vulgär minds with reverential 
awc, by afltiming external and exclu live dif- 
tinétions. They, alone, for inftance, are 
privileged to wear abroad, crimfon velvet ; 
to them, only, one of the city gates is 
opened ;—their carriages have diftinguiihing 
heraldic Ornaments ; and others, meeting 
them, muß itop and pay them homage. 
They certainly do fucceed in maintaining ab- 
folutc power, not only over the defeendants 
of the aborigines of the country, but likewife 
°ver the flaves imported into it, and the Chi- 
Hefe attraćłed thither in the hope of gain.

The
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The native Javanefe were formerly go- 
verned by as many petty Kings as thcrc wcre 
large towns ; but their number has been di- 
minifhed. At prefent, the Sultan of Ma- 
taram rules to the eafl, the King of Bantam to 
the weil, while nearly the whole coaft and 
ciïeétive power arc in the hands of Holland. 
Thefe pcople are reprefented fierce, proud, 
and barbarous ; very remote from civilization. 
No attempt, however is madę to enílave their 
pcrfons ; and they find the Dutch govern-r 
ment lefs tyrannie than that of others who 
fharc fome portion of the fovereignty of the 
ifland with them. Thofe other fovereigns 
are the defcendants of forcigners whobrought 
the Mahometan religion with them to Java ; 
but there are a fcw mountaineers cxcepted, 
who havc maintained their independence and 
their faith, and with other articles the trans­
migration of fouis.

Thofc Mahometan princes, being all de- 
fppts, do not rule in the hearts of their fub- 
jećłs. According to Dutch accounts, the ty­
rannie fway of the Empcror is fupported by 

prodigious 
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prodigcous armies throughout his territories^ 
and by a very confiderable femalc guard about 
his perfon. Thefe heroines are trained to a do- 
meitic, as well as to a military life, among 
whom many, frorn mental äccompliihments, 
are the companions as well as attendants of 
bis Imperial Majefty. If the fame accounts 
be corrcćł, that the number of female births 
in Java, furpafles that of the males, the fingu- 
lar inflitution abovementioned may have ori* 
ginated from the facility of obtaining recruits.

The ifland of Celebes, to the eaftward of 
Borneo, and fome other eaftern iflands fup- 
ply Java with flaves ; and though a change 
of mafter may not have generally aggravated 
their condition, yet fome among them, who, 
before they were made captives, lived in a 
ftate of independence, have been known to 
take ofFence on the flighteil occafions, and to 
avenge themfelves by aflaflination. Under 
this apprehenfion it is, that female flaves arc 
preferred in, Batavia, for every ufe to which 
they can be applicd, and their number, of 
courte, exceeds that of the males.—The me- 

thod 
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thod of wreaking their rcvenge is this : In 
order to pofiefs themfelves of artificial cou­
rage, they fwallow a more than ordinary dofe 
of opium, which foon renders them frantic 
and defperate. In this ilate, they not only 
ftab the objeäs of their hatred, but, in their 
phrenzy, fally forth and aflail, in the fame 
männer, every perfon they meet, till felf- 
prefervation renders it a duty to deftroy them. 
Indeed, fuch is the moral turpitude of man- 
kind, that inftances are not more frequent 
amöng the ilaves, than among the free natives 
of the country, who, without prudence to guide 
them in the ordinary affairs of lifc, or forti- 
tude to bear them up againit its common ac­
cidents,—from the anguiih of lofing their 
friends, or their money or property, madly 
2 dopt the fame remedy, and produce the likc 
drcadful cifećłs.

%

The Chinefe, too, are fondly attachcd to 
gaming as well as opium ; but by inftilling 
into their minds cautious principles, the fame 
latent difpofition in them is curbed, and they 
hâve becn deterred from lapfing into fimilar ex- 

ceifes.— 
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ceíTcs.—-However they may be difpofed, they 
are more capable of forming defigns againft 
the Government. They are faid to be now as 
numerous as they were in 1740, when they 
joined in a revolt againft the Europeans, un- 
der the command of a pretended defcendant 
of the Emperor of China ; but they were re- 
pulfed and difarmed. The alarm, notwith- 
ftanding, was fo great that, under ordcrs of 
the Duích, twenty thoufand Chinefe, men, 
women, and children, were mafíacred, and 
their efteéts feized. The Direktors of the 
Company in Holland cxecrated the horrid 
deed. They fearcd the Emperor of China’s 
indignation ; and apologizing on the ground 
of neceftity, were agreeably furprifed when 
he returned them the following anfwer ; that 
“ he was little folicitous for the fate of un- 
worthy fubjećts, who, in the purfuit of lucre, 
had quitted their country, andabandoned the 
tombs of their anceftors.”

They appear, however, to have the higheft 
Veneration for fuch of their anceftors as have 
P>‘id the debt of nature. A cemetcry is ap- 

propriated
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propriated for their remains, and they fpare 
no expcncc in erefting monuments to their 
memory.—The head of every family, not a 
pauper, has a feparate vault ; and when a 
Chincfe of refpeélability dies, thc mclancholy 
evcnt is announced to the furviving relatives. 
The body of the deceafed is wafhed and per- 
fumcd ; and after putting on its beft apparel, 
it is fcated in a chair, before which the wives, 
children, and relations proftratc themfelves 
and weep bitterly. A table, fpread with fruit 
and various diihes, with a dcfcrt, is laid be­
fore the corpfe, and wax figures placcd on 
cach fide, as its attendants.—On the third 
day thc corpfe is put into a coffin, and placcd 
in one of the bell apartments hung round, 
on tins occaiion, with wbite Unen, the colour 
of their mourning. An altar is raifed in thc 
middle of the room ; they place thc portrait 
of thc deceafed upon it, and burn incenfe 
near it. The fous, drefied in coarfe white 
lineu, ftand near thc coffin, and manifeft 
every token of forrow, while the mother and 
femalc relatives arc heard to bcwail behind 
a curtain.

On



TO CHINA. 129

On thc day of intcrmcnt thc whole fa- 
mily afícmblcs, and thc corpic is conveyed 
to thc grave with grcat pomp and folcm- 
nity. In thc firfł procellion arc perlons 
Hearing images of men and women, rela­
tives of thc family ;—images of varions 
animais ; and wax tapers and inccnforics. 
Next follow thc priefts, accompanicd with 
inftruments of mufie ; and then thc corpfe, 
borne upon a hier, attended by thc fons of 
thc dcccafcd, elothed in whitc, and in- 
clining upon crutehcs, as if unablc, from 
forrow, to fupport thcmfelvcs erećł. The 
fcmale relatives are carricd in chairs, en- 
circlcd with wbite filk to conceal them from 
view ; but their lamentations are uttered 
aloud ; and othcr women, trained to mimie 
forrow when thc hcart’s not fad, are hired 
to howl, fhrick, and groan, as is thc cuf- 
tom in fomc parts of Europe.

The Chinefe, from their induftry and 
uigcnuity, havc rendered thcmfelvcs indif- 
pcnfably ncccflary to thc Dutch, who ac- 
knowlcdgc thc fettlemcnt could fcarccly

K fubfift 



130 EMBASSY

fubfifł without thcm.—Their refidcncc, at 
Batavia, is in thc fuburbs,—their. houfes are 
Iow, built moflly of vtood, crammcd with 
people. Every fort of mechanical employ­
aient is donc by thcm ; in town, alfo, they 
bccome clcrks, agents, or huckiłcrs ; and 
in thc country-—farmers, particularly in thc 
cultivation of thc fugar cane.

The ihops at Batavia, refembling thofc of 
brokers dealing in fccond-hand articles, werc 
thinly fupplied with Britifh mcrchandize, 
vcry unlikc thofc at Rio dc Janeiro ; a plain 
proof that thc interior inhabitants of Java 
arc either unablc or not willing to purchafc 
coiłly manufactures. But therc are fpa- 
cious magazines for depofiting thc rieh pro­
duits of thc Molucco or fpice iflands, ex­
portée! hence to all parts of thc world ; bc- 
fidcs fugar, pepper, coffcc, and arrack, thc 
producc of thc place;

The Dutch Company, from an inor- 
dinatc tbirft for gain, fuggeited thc idea of 
prjonopolizing thc w hole of thc fpice trade 

to 
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to themfelves. To cftcćł this, as well as to 
prcvent thc markets from being ovcrftocked, 
if reports arc to be crcditcd, they employed 
and eftabliihcd a fet of men under thc appel­
lation of extirpators, whoic fole bufinefs was 
to cruncate, in whatever places they could 
pcnctratc, a few fpots cxccptcd, every trče 
which bears thofe valuablc productions ; 
hoping thus to fecurc to themfelves thc ex- 
clufivc fale and property of thefe articles.— 
Thefe extirpators had torn up and dcítroycd 
thc nutmeg trcc at all thc Moluccas, Banda 
cxccptcd ; at which lait place, a fubfequent 
volcanic éruption had ncarly complctcd what 
they had lcft unfiniíhed, by burying, in its 
ailles, or otherwife matcrially injuring, every 
vegctablc production of that iíland.

The medical garden, at Batavia, is now 
Well ftocked with thc varions fpicc-trecs, 
and thc Delegates are bccomc more liberál 
m their idcas. A nutmeg plant, and a nut, 
m a fiate fuppofcd capable of germination, 
Were prefented to a Gentleman in the Em­

isi 2 bafl}’, 
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bafly, who intendcd thcm forHis Majefty’s 
Botänic-garden, at Kew, but an untoward 
accident in the paflage fruftrated the dc- 
flgn.—The nutmeg-tree is a bcautiful vege- 
table ; its fruit, when frefh, is ncarly the 
flzc of a common nedarine. Betwcen the 
ihell and the outward rind is a reticulatcd 
membrane, or partitioned ikin which, when 
dried, is the mace : the nutmeg, foft in its 
original flatc, is the kernel within the 
fhcll.—-Thcre is alfo a elove-tree in this 
garden.—The germ of its fruit with the 
flower cup which contains it, is the elove.— 
The cinnamon-trcc is known by the thrcc 
nerves, which uniformly dividc the inner 
furface of its oval leaf, as well as by the fra- 
grancy which is diflufed from bruifing any 
of its leaves or branches, corrcfponding to 
the odour of its hark.—The camphor-trcc is 
alfo herc ; fo is the pepper, which grows in 
elufters, like the grapę, butofa much fmaller 
flzc.—The betel is a fpecics of the pepper 
plant, the leaf of which is chewcd by moft 
of the fouthern Afiatics ; and ferves for the 

inclofing 
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încloiing of a few bits or fliccs of the areca, 
thencc erroneoufly called the betel nut, re- 
fembling in form and taftę, but fmallcr whcn 
dry, the common nutmeg. The areca nut- 
tree is the ftnalleft tribc of palm-trecs, but 
next in bcauty to the mountain cabbage-trce 
in the Wcft Indics.

A tree was faid to be growing in the ter- 
ritorics of one of the Princes of Java, fo veno- 
nious and dcftručtive as to poifon perfons by 
its exhalations at fomc miles diftance. This 
was the fuppofed Upas, of which the above 
account was given by Focrfch. But it was 
nothing but a bold attempt to impofe on 
the crcdulity of the public.—Enquirics 
Were madę conccrning it, and no fuch tree 
is known to cxift in the Wand. In a difier- 
tation written exprefsly by a Dutchman, the 
ftory is refuted. An opinion, however, pre- 
vads at Batavia, that thcre is in that country 
a vegetable poifon fo fubtile, that being 
rubbed upon the daggers of thc Javanefe, it 
rendors a wound incurable. Indeed, Doćłor 
(Allan was informed by onc of the keepers

K 3 of 
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of the garden, that therc was in that col- 
leétion a trec which diftillcd a poifonous 
juice; but the knowledge of this was kept 
leeret, leit, by being communicatcd to the 
Javanefc, they fhould turn it to an im- 
proper ufc.

The wholc country is richly ftored with 
the choiccft fruits, which, like all places 
within the tropics, are gathered throughout 
the wholc year. The mangolteen, about 
the fizc of a nonpareil, accounted the moft 
dclicious of all, was ripe in March. Its 
rind, thick and firm, of a dark colour, con- 
tains from five to feven ieeds, of which the 
pulp that covcrs them is the only part catcn. 
1t has a délicate fubacid tafte, differing a 
littlc from, but far préférable to the famé 
kind of pulpy fubftance which inclofes the 
four-fop in the Weft-Indics. Fine apples 
arc planted in large ficlds, carried to market 
in carts like turnips, and fold for lefs than a 
penny a piece—Sugar fetchcd only fivc- 
pcncc a pound ; and provifions of ail forts 
wcrc cxcccdingly cheap. Rico, though un- 

commonly
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commonly fcarcc whcn the Lion was at 
Batavia, fold for iefs than a penny a pound.

Notwithlłanding the number of noxious 
animais whichalways abound in low, warm, 
naarfliy countries, few accidents were known 
to happen in this part. The lacerta iguana, 
or gnana, a harmlcís land animal, is exte- 
riorly formed like the lacerta crocodilus, or 
crocodile ; a mott voracious animal which 
frequents thc rivers and canals of this coun­
try. From being an objcćł of fcar, it has 
bccomc an objećł of vénération ; and to this 
day offerings are madę to it as to a Deity.

The diiłrićłs round Batavia, fubjcćt to the 
Dutch, arc fuppofcd to comprife lifty thou­
fand families, enumerating in all thrcc hun- 
dred thoufand perfons. The city of Bata­
via and fuburbs contain eight thoufand 
houfes. Thofc belonging to the Dutch arc 
clcan and fpacious, and built fuitably to the 
cli matę. Both windows and doors arc widc 
and lofty, and thc ground floors are laid 
"witli marblc. Many of thc houfes were

K. 4 uninhabited, 
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uninhabited, which with othcr circum- 
ftances indicated a decleniion of thcir com­
merce. The Company’s vcíTcls wcrc lying 
in the road without men to navigate, or car- 
goes to fili them. They had no fhips of 
war to protcćl their commerce ; and evcn 
pirates came to the harbour’s mouth, and 
attackcd and carricd ofF their veflels. They 
wcrc, befides, threatened with an invafion 
from the iile of France, at a timc when they 
knew the place was not in a proper con­
dition for dcfcncc, half the troops deftincd 
for this purpofe being ill in the hofpitals ; 
and, laftly, Commiflioncrs wcrc expečted 
from Holland for the reform of abufes; 
whofe prcfencc was as much dcprccatcd as 
that of an enemy.

Notwithftanding thcfc gloomy profpcćłs, 
the Enibafiador and his fuite wcrc treated 
with every mark of attention and rcfpcćt. 
His Excellency bcing indifpofcd, was prefled 
to remove from town to a hcalthy fpot 
aniidft the mountains ; but he waved the 
invitation, and left Batavia on the feven-

tcenth 
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teenth of March, in order to procccd to the 
Straits of Banca.

In the pallagc from Batavia, the Lion 
touched upon a fniall, unnoticcd, funken 
rock, whofe apex was thrce fathonis under 
Mater, but around its bafe were fix or feven. 
This circumílancc pointed out the ncceffity 
of fuch a tender as the Jackall ; and as, by 
the difpatches which the Anibafiador rc- 
ccived at Batavia, the Conipany’s Conimif- 
fioncrs at Canton had been difappointed in 
their intentions of fending two fniall vcífcls 
to précédé the Lion and Hindoílan, in order 
to found the depth of water in unknown or 
fufpcćłed places, his Exccllcncy fent back to 
Batavia and purchafcd ope which the fervicc 
required, and callcd her, out of rcfpcčt to 
his Royal Highncfs, the Duke of Clarence.

After this they íleered towTards the open- 
ing which leads to the Straits of Banca. 
Blie weílcrn lide of thefe Straits is formed 
by the c’ailern fide of the iíland of Sumatra, 

whofe 
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whofc fouthern extremity forms thc northern 
íide of the Straits of Sundá. North ifland, 
the rendezvous íixcd, in cafe of feparation, 
is fituated ncarly in tlíc angle made by thofe 
Straits abovementioned, having at the fame 
time aviewof the Straits of Banca; and 
the Lion had not long returned to thisfpot, 
ère the Jackall came in fight. She had un- 
fortunately arrived, both at Madeira, and 
St. Jago, a fcw days at cach place after the 
Lion had quitted them. She had expe- 
rienccd many hardíhips in the paífage ; but 
was foon ready to procced to fca.

The monfoon being adverfe, and many 
of thc fcamen fickly, thc fliips kept moving 
about thc coarts of Java and Sumatra, to 
difcover thc coolcft and healthieft fpots. 
Düring this period obfervations werc taken, 
in order to afeertain thc accuracy of former 
charts of thc northern cntrancc into thc 
Straits of Sunda, from which thc latitude 
and longitude of the foilowing places wcrc 
determined :

Pulo
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South Latitude. Bail Longitude.

Pulo Salier 5° 5O' 30" 105" 5Ö' 30"
Nicholas Point 5 50 40 105 54 30
Java Head 0 47 104 50 30
The thrcc Sifters 
Thwart-the-way

5 42
5 55

105 41 36
105 43

North Ifland 5 38 105 43 30
Angerce Point 6 2 105 47 30
Cap 5 58 30 105 48 30
Button 5 49 105 48 30

Thcrc wcrc two caverns difeovered in
Cap ifland, which ran horizontally in thc 
fidc of a rock. In thcfc wcrc many of thofc 
birds’ ncfts fo much valucd and fought aftcr 
by Chincfc cpicurcs. Thcy arc built by thc 
imali grcy fwallow, of which grcat numbcrs 
Wcrc feen flying about. Thcfc ncfts not 
only adhcrc to cach othcr, but likcwife to thc 
iidcs of thc cavcrn, in almoft unintcrruptcd 
rows. Thcy arc compofcd of fine filaments, 
United by a tenacious matter ; and are not 
unlikc thofc gelatinous animal fubftanccs 
feen floating upon every coaft. The fwal- 

lows 
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lows fecd on infcćts, and their nefts, which 
occupy thcm two months to build, arc prc- 
parcd from the choiceft rcmnants of their 
food.—Thcy lay only a couple of cggs, 
which are hatchcd in about fiftecn days; 
and thc proper time for taking the nefts is, 
when the young oncs arc fledged.

Thcfc nefts, not known at thc fouthern 
extremity of Sumatra, form an objcćł of 
trade with thc Javancfc, who go rcgularly 
threc times a ycar to takc thcm ; but it is a 
very pcrilous enterprize.—The natives of 
this part as well as at mort of thc iilands in 
thc Chincic feas, arc diftinguiíhcd by the 
nantie of Malays ; remarkablc for vindieftive- 
nefs, indolence, and indocility. Thcy arc 
low in ftature ; hâve broad faces, wide 
mouths, brown complcétion, and long 
black hair. Though half naked, for their 
drefs extends no lower than their waift, 
thcy never go abroad without being armed 
with a crifs or dagger, with its point im- 
bued in a poiibnous juicc.

An
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An artificcr bclonging' to thc Embaffy, 
who went on fhorc hcre with a fmall 
bündle of linen to wafli, was jnurdcrcd by 
íbme of thc Malays.—Many of thc fouth- 
crn parts of Sumatra arc fubjcćł to thc King 
of Bantam, to whom it was dctermincd the 
murdcr fhould bc made known. This was 
donc through thc Dutch Chief, and fome 
time aftcr intelligence was rcceivcd, that 
bis Bantamcfc Majcfty bad difcovercd one 
of thc men, and had caufcd him to bc 
executcd.

Thc fquadron weighed from North Ifland, 
and procecded to Nicholas^ay ; an caftcrly 

courfc from which leads to Bantam, for- 
mcrly a place of great trade, and the prin­
cipal eaftern rendezvous of fhipping from 
Europe. But aftcr thc Dutch had con- 
quered thc ncighbouring province of Ja- 
catra, and built Batavia ; and that the 
Englifh removed to Hindoftan and China, 
commerce took a new courfc, and Bantam 
foon funk into infignificanCe. Thc powcr 
cf its fovercign declincd with the lofs of its 

trade. 
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tracie. Whcn at war with other princes of 
Java, lie folicitcd thc afliftancc of thc Dutch, 
fince which period hc becamc, as it wcrc, 
their captive. The Palace he refides in is 
within a fort garriíbned by Batavian troops. 
The commander docs not reçoive his orders 
from the King of Bantam, but from a Dutch 
Chief or Governor, who refides in another 
fort adjoining thc town, ncarer thc fca-fide.

Contiguous to Nicholas Bay was a con- 
venient rivulet for watering ; and at a ihort 
diiłancc from thc ïhore a village, whcrc 
buffalocs, poultry, fruit, and varions efeu- 
lent vegçtables \vere chcap and abundant. 
Frcíh provifions wcrc ferved daily to thc 
Lion’s crew.—Herc, as well as at Angcrcc 
Point, many of thc convakfccnts wcrc fent 
on íhorc for air and cxcrcifc.—Indigo was 
nianufaćłurcd at this place from a leaf which 
grows in thc neighbourhood.

Two íhips, which arrived from China, 
brought a confirmation of thc former fa- 
yourable accounts. Soon after, the vyind

began 
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bcgan to fhift, and thc Lion got undcr way; 
but from very light břeezcs littlc advance 

■was madę, and thc anchors werc often let 
go to prcvcnt thc ihips from bcing drivcn 
back. On thc twcnty-fixth ot April thc 
current changcd its direćtion to thc eaft 
fouth eaft, and thc ncxt day north eaft, 
half a mile. Whilc thc ftpiadron was at 
anchor within threc miles of two iilands, 
callcd thc Brothers, their latitude, by ob- 
fervation, was found to be five degrees cight 
minutes fouth, and longitude one hundred 
and fix degrees four minutes eaft.—Whalcs 
wcrc difeovered about this place, for thc 
firft time fince tlicy had leit thc iiland of 
Amftcrdam.

On thc twenty cighth ot April thc hills 
on Banca iiland were feen ; and on the 
thirtieth thc ihips came to anchor clofe to 
,its weitem fhorc, ncar thc threc Nauka 
ifles.—The iiland of Banca is celebrious 
throughout Afia for its tin mines, thc an­
imal profit of which, to thc Dutch com­
pany, is eftimated at a hundred and iii ty 
thoufand pounds,

The
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The ihips leit the Nanka ifles on the 
fourth of May, and on the tenth croiîcd the 
line, in longitude one hundred and fivc de- 
grees forty eight minutes caił. A current 
was difeovered here which fet eaił north- 
caft twenty feven miles in the twenty-four 
hours.

Pulo Lingen, no inconiidcrablc ifland, is 
crofled by the equinoélial line. It has a 
mountain in its centre, terminating in a 
fork, like that of Parnaflus, and called by 
feamen afles’ cars. In this paflage new 
iflands conftantly fprang in view, difplaying 
a variety of fhape, fize and colour; fome fo- 
litary, others in clufters; fome with tall 
trees growing, others mere harren rocks, 
tenanted by innumerablc b'yds. The wea- 
ther was often fqually with rain ; and thun- 
der and lightning werc not infrequent. 
The thermometer in the fhade was from 
cighty four to nincty dcgrccs ; the heat fuf- 
focating and intolerable. The fea was very 
lhallow, its depth feldom cxcecding cight 
fathoms, and the fquadron was often com- 
pclled to corne to anchor. Scvcral feamen 

were 
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vvere attacked with dyfcntery, which ren- 
dered it dcfirable to remove them' on fhore 
in order to flop its contagions influence.

Onthe feventccnth ofMay, the fquadron 
anchored in a fpacious bay, on the caitern 
fide of the ifland of Pulo Condorc, at the 
entrance of its. fouthern extremity. Four 
imali iflands form this bay,—-the principal 
of which, in fhapc of a half moon, with a 
ridge of peaked hills, is about twelve miles 
long, and three broad. By a méridional 
obfervation its latitude is eight degrees forty 
minutes north, and its longitude a hundred 
and five degrees fifty five minutes eaft.—A 
nett of turtles was found here upon the 
bcach, containing fcvcral young ones, juft 
hatchcd. Thcir fizc was about an inch and 
a half, and thcir weight only a fcw ounces. 
Sómething refembling a placenta was ob- 
ferved to adhere to thcir bcllics.

The Engliih werc difpoflcfl'cd of thcir 
Settlement on Condorc, in the beginning of 
tne prefent Century, by ibme Malay foldicrs 

1/ then 
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then in their pay, who mufdcrcd moft of 
thcm in rcfentment, for, probably, ima- 
ginary ill-ufagc. A very fmall numbcr had 
the good fortune to efcapc front the ifland, 
in which no European has fince refided. 
Clofc to a fandy bcach, at the bottom of 
the bay, was a village to which a party bc- 
ing dctached, armed, they were met by 
fome of the inhabitants who wclcomed 
thcm on ihorc, and cfcortcd thcm to the 
rcfidencc of the chief. It was a ncat bam- 
boo cabin ; the floor, elevated a few fcet 
above the ground, was covcrcd with mats. 
In onc apartment was an altar drcifcd ont 
with images ; aneb the partitions had pen­
dent figures of monitrous deities. A few 
fpears ilood againft the wall, as did alfo fome 
match locks and a fwivel gun. Thcir drefs 
was principally of bluc cotton worn loofcly 
about the body ; thcir faces were fiat, and 
their eyes fmall. Thcir oral language was 
different from the Chincfe, but the ivritten 
une was compofcd of the famé charadcrs.
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An offer was made to them to purchaic- 
provisions, and thc fpccified quantity wero 
promifcd to be ready the ncxt day ; whcn, 
iS thc wcathcr permittcd, it had bccn in- 
tendcd to land thc invalids. Mcflcngcrs 
being, accordingly, fcnt on fhorc, with mo- 
ncy to pay for thcm, werc aftonifhed to find 
thc village abandoned. The inhabitants 
had left open their houfes, and nonc of the 
cffećłs had bccn removed. In the chief’s 
cabin was found a paper, written in the 
Chincfc language, of which thc following is 
the literal tranllation; that “thcpeople ofthe 
ifland wcre fcw in number, and very poor, 
yet honeft, and incapable of doing inřfchief ; 
but feit much terror at thc arrivai of fuch 
great fhips, and powerful perfons ; cfpccially 
as not being ablc to fatisfy their wants in. 
regard to the quantity of cattlc, and othcr 
provifions, of which thc poor inhabitants of 
Pulo Condore had fcarccly any to fupply, 
and confcquently could notgive thc exped- 
cd fatisfadion. They thcreforc, through 
dread and apprchçnfion, refolvcd to flcc, to 
Prefcrvc their lives. That they lüpplicatc

L 2 thc
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the great people to háve pity on them ; 
that they left all they had behind thcm, 
and only requefted that their cabins might 
not be burnt; and concludcd by proftrating 
thcmfelves to the great pcoplc a hundrcd 
times.”

It 13 probable that the writer of this let- 
tcr had rcccived fome unfair treatmcnt from 
former étrangers, and it was refolved they 
fhould háve no caufe to entertain the famę 
unfavourable idea of ail who came to vifit 
them. Therc is no doubt but that they 
were as much furprifcd, on their return, to 
find their houfes undcmoliihed, as their vi- 
fitors had bccn to fee thcm all deferted. 
Not an article had bccn removed ; and a 
imali prefent, fuch as was imagined would 
be acceptable to the chief, w as left for him 
in the principal dwclling, with a Chinefe 
letter, purporting that, “ the fhips and pco- 
ple were Engliih, who called merely for rc- 
frcfhmcnt, and on fair terms of purchafe, 
without any ill intention ;■ being a civilized 
nation, endowed with principles of huma-

- • . --nity,
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ni ty, which did not allow thcm to plunder 
or injure others, who happcned to be weaker 
and fewer than thcmfelves.”

This Icttcr, howcver, was not likely to 
fall into their hands whilc thc fhips rcmain- 
cd in thc bay. Their apprchcnfions could 
only fubfide by rcmoving the excitingcaufe; 
and as it was a matter of importance to get 
thc invalida comfortably provided for on 
iliore, thc fignal was made to weigh anchor, 
and on the evening of thc eightccnth of 
May thc fquadron quitted this place, and 
fhaped their courfc to the northward.

Ł3 CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VII.

COCIIIN-CHINA. PASSAGE TO THE LA- 

DRONE ISLANDS, NEAR MACAO; AND 

THENCE TO CHU-SAN. TRANSACTIONS 

AND OBSERVATIONS TIIERE.

THE iłatc pf health of thc Lion’s crcw 
bccamc daily morc alarming, and 

thc ncccfllty for rcmoving thcm on fhorc 
morc urgent. Bçfides the dyfentery, fcvcral 
wcrc afflićłcd with difeafes of thc liver; 
others with fudden and violent fpafms ; 
and the fultrinefs of thc wcathcr often pro- 
duced deliquium. From reports of former 
voyagers Turon Bay, in Cochin-China, pro- 
mifed thc advantages of good anchoragc 
for thc fhips, and a dry air and frefh provi- 
fions for thc men ; and towards this place 
thc fquadron bent (hcir courfc.

Jn
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In thc cvcning they came in fight of thc 
fouthcrn extremity of what may bc called 
thc Chinefe continent. This part is divided 
into threc fmall kingdoms or territorics, 
called Cambodia, Tliompa, and Cochin- 
China.—Hillory liâtes it to havc formed, 
ancicntly, a part of the Chinefe empire ; 
but the Chinefe governor of the fouthcrn 
pcninfu.la, containing Tung-quin to thc 
northward, and Cambodia and Tliompa to 
thc fouthward of Cochin-China, feizcd an 
opportunity, and ercćłed thc ftandard of in- 
dcpendcncc at thc time of the Mogul in- 
vafion of China, from Tartary. He and 
his poflcrity had refidencc in Tung-quin. 
In the courfe of time, thc Tung-quinefe 
governor, following thc examplc of thc an- 
ceftor of his fovcrcign, alfo ercćłed his go,- 
vernment into a kingdom. Both, hovv- 
ever, acknowledgcd a nominal valfalage to 
the Chinefe empire ; and did occafional ho- 
magc at the Court of Pekin.—This com 
nećtion with China, though flcndcr, was 
confidered, by thc Embafly, as worthy of 
»ittention.

L 4 No



152 EMBASSY

No part of Cambodia came within view 
of thc fquadron ; but Tfiompa was difco- 
vcrcd on thc nincteenth of May, as was 
Tyger iíland near it ; and thc next day twa 
•othcr iflands, Pulo Cambir dc Terre, and 
Pulo Cccir dc Mer. After this, in latitude 
twelve degrees fifty minutes north, Cape 
Varclla came in fight, on thc fummit of 
which is a high rock refembling a tower. 
To thc northward of this rock, in latitude 
thirteen dcgrccs fifty two minutes north, 
is a bay called Quin-nong, or Chin-chin, 
often reforted to by thc country vcfiels.

Pulo Canton, named, alfo, Pulo Ratan, 
whofe cxtremitics being high and its middle 
low, givc it thc appcarancê of two iflands, 
was deferied on the twenty fécond of May. 
The fquadron was now abreaft of thc king- 
dom of Cochin-china, and their paflage bc- 
tween its ihorcs and a multitudinous range 
of rocks and iflets, called the Paraccls, lying 
north and fouth for almoft four hundred 
miles. The danger of being driven againft 
thefe, by currcnts, was not leis to be attend-
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œd to than what are called, in thofc feas, 
ityphoons, in the Atlantic, hurricanes ; be- 
i ing both alike as to the violence and fudden 
ifhifts of the wind. Sonic prctcrnatural ap- 
]pearances in the atmofpherc indicated the 
iapproach of onc, on the twcnty third of 
. May ; but thcy foon aftcr difappcarcd ; and 
• the weathcr, next morning, bcing fine and 
i elear, fhewcd an opening in the land, at 
fome diftance, fuppofcd to be Turon bay.

A grcat number of canoës were fiihing 
between the fquadron and the land, and 
feveral were hailed to corne along iidc ; but 
bcing frightened at the fight of Arrange vef- 
fels, they made towards ihorc with ail pof- 
fible fpecd. One canoc was overtaken by 
the Hindoftan’s boat, and the Skipper, 
under great terror, taken on board as pilot. 
His mind was foothed, and his alarms dif- 
perfed by attention and prefents ; and he 
condućłcd the Hindoftan into Turon bay ; 
but, bcforc flic came to, fudden fqualls of 
wind, accompanied with thunder and light- 
cning, drove ail the ihips again to fea, and 

thcy 
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they could not return, to anchor, before thc 
twenty fixth of May, when thc Lion moor- 
cd in feven fathoms water. Thc channci 
into thc bay is round the north-caft end of 
a pcninfula, called by thc fquadron, from 
its rcfcmblancc to, Gibraltar ; having a lump 
of an ifland to thc north.—Ships may ap- 
proach thc coait with fafety, as the water 
ilioals gradually from twenty, to feven fa­
thoms.
t

The firil objećł attended to, was to find 
a falutary and convcnient fpot for the fick 
and invalids. Gibraltar hill, ncar thc Lion’s 
bertb, was fixed on ; and as foon as tents 
wcrc pitched they wcrc all taken on fhorc. 
A difpatch was preparing to bc fent to the 
town of Turon, to announcc thc arrivai 
of thc thips and thc caufc of their déten­
tion ; but an alarm had al ready been cx- 
citcd : for thc Lion had no fooncr anchorcd 
than an ofïiccr came on board, in order to 
bc informed of thc rcafons for thc fqua­
dron’s appcarance, confidcrcd by them hof- 

tilely, 
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tiiely, not having cvcr feen fliips of fuch 
magnitude and warlike conftruclion.

Bcfides thc ufual fquadron, another vcflel 
from Macao, under Genocfc colours, fol- 
lowed them into thc bay, fo that thc wholc 
had an inimicitial afpećł. The latter idca was 
entertained from a circumftance explained 
by thc mafter of thc brig from Macao. Hc 
faid that Turon, and a confidcrable part of 
thc kingdom of Cochin-china, wcrc at that 
time under the dominion of a young prince, 
thc nephew of an ufurper, whofe antago- 
nift, a defeendant of the former fovercigns 
of the country, tlili retained fome parts of 
thefouthern provinces of thc kingdom ; and 
that he was in daily expečlation of fuch 
fuccours from the court of France as might 
cnablc him to rc-conquer thc tcrritorics of 
his ancctlors. European miffionarics had 
becn treated by his family with kindnefs, 
and their religion tolcratcd. The princi­
pal of thofe miflionaries, dignified, by the 
Pope, with thc title of Biihop, was aftcr- 

wards 
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■wards fent, by his Cochin-chinefc Majcfty, 
embaffador to thc court of France ; whither 
he efcorted the young prince, for whom 
fuch an uncommon degree of intcrcft was 
takcn, that effectuai fuccours werc pro- 
mifcd for the re-eftablifliment of his houfe. 
Mcafures werc aćtually preparing in France 
for this purpofc, when the révolution which 
happened deprived the unfortunatc Monarch 
of the power of affording affiftance. Thcfc 
hopes, however, werc often rcpcatcd ; and 
thc fquadron, now in thc bay, was fuppofed 
to be comc with hoftilc intentions.

i»
A communication foon took place be- 

twcen thc officcr and Interpreters, by mcan 
of thc written charaćtcrs of thc Chincfc lan- 
guage. The pacifie difpofition of thc fqua­
dron bei n g dcclared, and its ultimatc ob- 
jećt expiai ned, an immédiate fupply of pro- 
vifiops was requefted. The governing Ma- 
giftratc of the place, in thc interim, had 
written for inftruftions to the capital ; and 
till he rcccivcd an anfwer very little could 
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be procured eithcr from boats or at mar­
ket ; and the few articles purchafed were 
paid for at exorbitant priées.

But, in threc or four days, a perfon of rank 
arrived at Turon, who complimentcd the 
Embaftador on the part of his maftcr. He 
came in a large dcckcd gallcy, with numc- 
rous rowers. There was a ftatc cabin upon 
the middle of the deck, ncatly painted ; the 
head and ftern wcrc ornamented with ftrea- 
mers of varions colours ; and the fides of 
the ftatc cabin were cncircled with fpears, 
and various enfigns of authority. The of- 
ficcr, attended by a Chinefe interpreter, was 
drefted in elegant filk robes ; and his man- 
nefs wcrc poliihed and refined. Ninc boats 
followcd his gallcy, full of various kinds of 
provifions, as prefents, from the chief, for 
the failors and paftengers ; and from that 
Moment the markets wcrc abundantly fup- 
pbed, and the articles fold at reafonablc 
rates.—The Governor of the diftrićt alfo 
ťame on board, and paid a vifit of refpećł. 
blc invited the Embaftador and fuite to an 

entertainment 

(
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entertainment on íhorc, and propofed to 
keep an open table for their confiant récep­
tion. The moil marked attention was 
henceforward manifefted, and no effort 
fpared to eultivate the friendfhip and good 
wifhcs of the fquadron.

Propofals wcrc made for the purchafc of 
arms and ammunition; and it was percep­
tible that no confidcration would hâve been 
fpared to hâve derived afliflancc in behalf 
of the prince thon reigning at Turon, as 
well as at the capital and northern parts of 
the kingdom. His fituation was very in- 
fècuré. The province of Douai, or fouthern 
part of Cochin-china, had reverted to the 
ancient family of its fovereigns ; and Quin- 
nong, the middle province, was poffcffcd 
by the ufurper of the whole. His younger 
brother, entrufted with the care of his con- 
qucfls in the north, availing himfelf of thia 
confidence, invaded Tung-quin, the ncigh- 
bouring kingdom, with fucccfs ; and then 
declared himfelf fovereign, as well of Tung- 
quin as of Cochin-china. He alfo intend- 

cd 
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cd to havc wrcftcd frotn his brother what 
hc ílill poíTeflcd of that kingdom, and likc- 
wifc fuch othcr parts as had becn rccovcred 
by the lawful fovereign. But this bold, 
cntcrprifmg ufurper, well verfed in the art 
of war, died in September, 1702, in the 
midft of his fucccffes. His eldcft fon, who 
was illcgitimate, was left in the governmcnt 
of Tung-quin. The youngeft, his Icgiti- 
mate offspring by a Tung-quinefc princcfs, 
bcing at Turon when his father died, in- 
ftantly took upon himfelf the reins of go- 
vernment, as heir at law to lus father ;— 
while his eldcr, but illcgitimate brother kept 
pofleffion of Tung-quin, and arrogated a 
right to the wholc of his father’s conqueft.

During this ílatc of civil warfare, which 
had lafted twenty years, grcat numbers had 
fallen on both fides. The country was fo 
much depopulated and exhaufted, and the 
balance of parties fo nearly cquipoifed, that 
no enterprize of moment was undertaken, 
though both wcrc devifing and preparing 
®ew projcćts for cach othcr’s overthrow. But 

had 
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had thefe cvils not cxifted, the EmbaíTadoť 
did not imagine it would háve been pro­
per to prefent his credentials, much lefs to 
trcat on any kind of bufinefs, till hc íhould 
háve delivered thofe addreíTcd to the Em- 
peror of China.—His Excellency confincd 
himfelf to a reciprocation of compliments 
and rcfpcél, and to a return of prefents 
which had fo fcafonably been fent to the 
fquadron. But even this kind of inter- 
courfe did not exift without vifible marks 
of mutual diílruft and clofe obfcrvation.

The bay of Turoň, callcd by the natives 
Han-fan, as well as the town, might, with 
more propriety, bc ítyled a harbour. It is 
very capacious ; has good holding ground ; 
and íhips may anchor fccurcly from every 
wind. The fca breeze commences about 
thrce or four in the morning, and continues 
about twelve hours ; to this fuccecds the 
land breeze which lafts nearly as long ; and 
is not contaminatcd by paffing over fwamps 
or marihes. In commun weather, fhips 
may bc fo placed as to take advantage of 

both. 
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both. The fca is fmooth throughout the 
harbour, and tlîcre is a convcnient place fbr 
fliips to be hovc down or refittcd.

The harbour is plcntifully fupplied with 
fifh. The fiflierman is fometimes attcnded 
by his wife and childrcn in the boat, in 
which a circular roof fervcs thcm for fhcltcr 
in licu of a flat deck. Broad picccs of 
erourd or calabafh are attachcd to the chil- 
dren’s necks to buoy thcm up, in cafe they 
fhould fall overboard.—-As often as the 
fifhermen return on íhorc, they creít al- 
tars to the deities, among the bufhes ; 
make oflerings of rice, fugar, and othcr vic- 
tuals ; and burn odorous, coniecratcd wood, 
imploring the fafety of their familics and 
iucccfs in fifhing.

A river at the fouthern extremity of the 
harbour leads to Turon town ; and upon a 
contiguous point of land is a watch-tower, 
confifting of four exceedingly high pillars 
of wood, upon which a floor is conftrućtcd. 
brom this floor, afeended to, by a ladder,

M may 
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may be feen any vcífcls to thc northward; 
and, looking ovcr thc iiłhmus, thofe to tfce 
fouthward. Ali veiTcls going into thc river 
arc ftopped and examined at this tower.— 
Upon thc fand, by thc river’s fidc, was feen 
that renowned bird, thc pclican of thc wil- 
dernefs, the fizc of whofc bill, gullct, and 
wings are more than proportionate to its 
body, which is, however, not lefs than that 
of thc 1 ärgert turkey. The town is fituated 
about a mile above thc river ; thc adjoining 
land has a gradual flopc to thc waters edge. 
In this river infants, from two years old and 
upwards, camc down from their habitations, 
and fwam and fported in thc water likc fo 
many ducklings.

I
Turon, bcforc its civil commotion, was 

confidcrably larger than it is at prefent. 
The houfes wcrc Iow, built principally with 
bamboo, and thatched with rice ftraw or 
ruíhcs ; and, except thofe fituated in thc 
market place, interfpcrfcd with trees. The 
neateft arc in thc centre of gardens, plant- 
cd with thc arcca-nut trcc, and other dc-

IcćtabJc 
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leĆłablc flirubs. Behind thc town arc othcrs 
fituated in thc midft of groves of oranges, 
limes and plantains. The market was well 
fupplicd with fifh and poultry; efpecially 
ducks; and the varions fruits and vegetablcs 
indigcnous to tropical climates.

The chief of the place gave an entertain­
ment to a party from the ffiips. The table 
was fpread with many diihes, or rather 
bowls, confifting of pork and bccf eut into 
fmall fquarc pièces, ferved up with varions 
kinds of favoury fauces. In othcrs were 
ftewed fifh, fowls, and ducks ; and thc reft 
wcrc loadcd with fruits and fwcctmcats. 
The number of bowls wcrc not lefs than a 
hundred, piled in three rows, one above 
another. In licu of brcad, boiled rice was 
placcd before each gueft ; two porcupine 
quills did thc office of knife and fork, and 
their fpoons, in form of íhovels, wcrc madę 
ot porcelain. After dinner, an ardent fpi- 
nt, obtained from rice, not vcry unlikc 
whifky, was ferved around in cups ; and thc 
hoft, by way of cxample, and in thc ftyle

M 2 of 
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of European fcílivity, íillcd his own a bum- 
pcr; and whcn hc had drunk it, turned it 
up to fhcw nonc was left in thc bottom. 
Hc aftcrwards walked a fhort diftance with 
thc gentlemen, and took them to a kind of 
théâtre, w’hcrc a comedy was reprefented. 
The principal charaélers werc a peeviih old 
man, and a humorous clown ; and they 
werc fo well fupported as to excite rifiblc 
plcafurc. Not only thc théâtre, but ail thc 
adjoining trecs which looked into thc play- 
houfe, werc croudcd with fpcćłators ; who 
werc more inquifitivc to fcc thc ftrangers 
than thefe werc to fcc thc aétors.

On thc return of thefe gentlemen from 
thc entertainment, a harbinger was difpatch- 
ed to requeft them, by figns, to ftop till an 
cldcrly lady, who was on thc way from hcr 
houfe, fhould corne up with them. Ap- 
proaching with wonder and furprize, ihc 
apologized, in thc language of nature, for 
thc liberty ihc had'takcn. She gazed at 
them with avidity and uncommon atten­
tion; and fhortly after, tcitifying hcr thanks 

for 
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for their politcnefs, retircd ; exulting in the 
gratification of an ardent curiofity.

The attention of the famé gentlemen was 
arrefted in their turn by a fingular inftance 
of caliern agi lity. A number of Cochin- 
chinefe young men werc collcćłed togethcr, 
playing at fhittlecock.—They had no bat- 
tlcdore ; neithcr did they ufe the hand at 
all ; but, after running a ihort diftance, met 
the defeending fhittlecock, and ftruck it 
with the foot fo forcibly as to drive it up 
high in the air.

But fportive games are not the only in- 
ftancçs in which thefe aétivc and ingénions 
peoplc ufed their feet as others do their 
hands. The lower Orders, and many of 
other ranks, arc accuftomcd to go bare-foot- 
ed. By this the mufcles of the toes have 
free motion, and acqnirc a ftrong eontraćłile 
power, fo as to render the foot an ufcful 
auxiliary to the hand, in the cxercifc of

M 3 fevcral
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fevcral mcchanic tradcs, but particularly in 
that of boat building.

The boats in common ufc among them, 
confift of fivc planks only, united together 
by ribs or timbers. Thefe planks arc render- 
cd flexible by being expofed, fometime, to a 
flame of fire, and are then brought to the 
dcfired degrec of inflexion. The ends being 
thus connećłcd together in a line, the edges 
are joined and fixed by trcc-nails (wooden 
pins), and ftitched with flexible thrcads of 
bamboo. The feams are afterwards paid 
with paftc,madc by mixing water with quick 
lime from fea fhells. Othcr boats are madc 
with wickcr work, the intcrftices of which 
are paid, or filled up with the famé compo­
sition as ufed for the former ; and tins luting, 
as it may be ftyled, renders them water- 
tight. They are remarked for withftanding 
the violence of the waves, for being ftiff 
wpon the water, and for failing with expé­
dition.

The
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The boat which bclongcd to thc chief 
of the diiłrićł, of which a corrcćł cngraving 
is herc given, was built after thc above me- 
thod, but on a larger fcalc. It had a carvcd 
and gilt head, not much unlike that of a 
tyger; and a ftern dccoratcd with fculp- 
turc of varions defigns, painted in vivid co- 
lours. In thefe boats, contrary to European 
euftom, the principal fitters are accommo- 
dated in thc ftem.

X

The Cochin-chincfe, though little affift- 
ed by the foftering hand of fcicnce, hâve 
brought fonie of thc arts to great perfec­
tion. Prompted by ncccflity, they hâve 
fhcwn themfelves fufficiently dextrous in 
making experiments on fubiłanccs of which 
the refult promifcd to contributc cithcr to 
their wants or their comfort. The few ar­
ticles manufaćłurcd among them are fuch 
as would not difgracc a rnore enlightencd 
nation. Their carthen utcnfils are ncatly 
madę. They underftand thc cultivating of 
land ; and in thc art of refining fugar, they 
fcem to cxccl Europcans. Their method

M 4 was
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was this :—After draining the grofs fyrup 
from it, and that it was bccome granulatcd 
and folid, it was fometimes placcd in iłrata 
or layers of about one inch thickneis, and 
ten inchcs in diameter, under layers of cqual 
dimcnfions of the herbaceous part of the 
plantain trec. The aqueous juices which 
exfude from this filters through the fugar, 
carrying along with it all the fcculcncies 
which had been boiled up with it, and 
leaving the fugar pure and cryftalizcd. In 
this itate it was light, and as porous as a 
honey-comb ; and when diflblvcd leit no 
impuritics at the bottom.—This was fup- 
pofcd an iinprovcmcnt on the mode prac- 
tifcd clfcwhere, which conflits in pouring 
the fugar, when granulatcd, into inverted 
co.nical vcifels, and placing a laycr of wet 
carth upon the upper furface of the fugar. 
But fugar, thus refined, will be lefs pure 
than that which is donc after the former 
method,

t

The art of fmclting orc, fcicntifically, is 
not known among the Cochin-chincfc, yet 

they
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thcy havc fallen upon tlíc mcans of making 
good iron, and the manufaéturing of it, af- 
terwards, into match locks, fpears, and other 
articles. Their dexterity was confpicuous 
in all their operations, cfpccially in the Bar- 
ringtontan art, in which, from frequent prac­
tice, thcy were become noted adepts; nci- 
ther were they difconccrtcd whenever their 
direptions were deteélcd.

Befides gold that was found in the rivers, 
thcy had alfo feveral mines of the richcft 
orc ; and from the pure ftatc in which it 
was obtained, the gold was cxtraéted by 
the fimplc aétion of fire. They formed it 
into ingots of about four ounccs, and made 
their payments with it to forcign mer- 
chants. It was ufcd, alfo, as an ornament 
to their drefs and furniturc, and íbmetimes 
as an cmbclliíhment to their fwords and 
fcabbards. Prior to the troubles in Cochin­
china, not only gold duft, but, alfo, wax, 
honcy, and ivory werc brought down from 
the high lands and cxchangcd, by thofe 

rude 
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rude pcople, to tlíc low-1 anders for cloth, 
cotton, ricc, and iron.

Silver mines were, formcrly, cithcr fo 
rare, or the art of rcíining ío little under- 
ftood, that filver ufcd to bc importée! from 
abroad, and bartered for go.ld, to the advan- 
tagc of the importers. But, lately, cithcr 
new mines of filver muff háve been cx- 
plorcd, or a more facile mode of purifying 
it praétifed, inafmuch as it was now the 
chief medium of exchange for goods from 
abroad, and was made up, for that purpoíe, 
in bars of about twelve ounces.

The lower clafs of thefe pcople transfer 
their wives and daughters on moderate 
terms, and without the leaft fcruplc ; and 
treat ail affaire of gallantry with perfcćt in­
différence. The higher Orders cxercifc au- 
thority over their wives, by confining them ; 
and injufticc over the pcople, by oppreffing 
them. Subordination among them is feru- 

puloufly 
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puloufly maintaincd,—cvinccd by numcr- 
ous inftances of abjcćł humiliation.

The firft degree of rank herc was the 
military, who held the pcoplc in the greateft 
fubjcćłion : the next was that of the judges. 
The power dclegatcd to both was equally 
abufcd to the oppreffion of their inferiors. 
Trials at law were condućtcd with much 
feeming formality and apparent cquity ; but 
a favourable dcerce was always to be ob- 
taincd by bribes. Both parties, indeed, madę 
prefents ; but the moft liberał donor was 
likcly to be the fucccfsful litigant.

Painting and fculpture are entircly un- 
known to the Cochin-chincfe ; but the fci- 
cncc of harmony has bccn, not unfuccefs- 
fully, eultivated. They hâve both wind and 
«ring inftrumcnts, upon which they played 
feveral pièces of mufie in a ftyle that was 
not expeéted. Their inftruments were rude, 
but their general principles and intentions, 
'Were the famc as in Europe. In performing, 
they keep excellent time, and mcafure the 

bars 
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bars by a regulär movemcnt of both hand 
and foot.

Among their various amufemènts, thc 
draina fills up a part of their vacant hours. 
The Embafl'ador accepted an invitation 
from thc Governor of thc diftrid, to dine 
on íhorc on thc fourth of June, his Bri- 
tannic Majefty’s birth-day ; and a grand re­
part was providcd on thc occafion. A play 
was aftcrwards pcrformed, in a manner fu- 
pcrior to any thing bcforc exhibitcd. It was 
a kind of hiftorical opéra, with thc rccita- 
tivc, air, and thc chorus, in rtriét conformity 
to thc cftablifhed mode of thc Italian rtagc ; 
and fcvcral of thc fcmalc lingers met with, 
and merited mtich applaufc. The Embafla- 
dor’s band pcrformed, occafionully ; but their 
mufie was by no mcans approved of,

The Embartador was rcccivcd in a build­
ing hung with printed cotton, of Britiih 
mamifaélurc ; and thc foldiers who attended 
the Governor hąd outfidc vertments of red 
cloth, alfo fuppofcd to hâve corne from Eng­

land. 
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land. But their chief trade is with thc Por- 
tuguezc at Macao, who fupply thcm with 
goods of an inferior quality, from thc Can­
ton market ; and who, in their dcalings, ex­
périence many exactions from thc executive 
government.

The foldicry of Cochin-china wcrc armed 
with fabres, and long pikes dccoratcd with 
tufts of hair dycd red, a colour forbidden to 
be w’orn in drefs or équipage by any cxcept 
in thc fervice, or by order, of thc fovereign. 
His Exccllcncy’s gnard who attended him 
on fhorc, fi red a falutc in honour of thc day ; 
and performed a number of military évolu­
tions, to thc aftoniihment of thc native 
troops, and to thc admiration of a bcholding 
multitude.

Though thc country has been very much 
dcpopulatcd by a long, civil war, thirty 
thoufand men, cxercifcd daily, wcrc faid to 
be in garrifon at Hue-foo, thc capital of thc 
kingdom, about forty miles to the north- 
■Ward of Turon. Their gênerais hâve much 

» rcliance 
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reliancc on tlic havoc madc by éléphants, 
hcrc traincd for war. Thcfe, likcwifc, are 
occafionally exercifcd and arc obcdicnt to 
command. A numbcr of foldicrs arc placcd 
in ranks bcforc thc war-clcphants, who are 
inftrućłcd to aiTail them moft furioufly, 
grafping thcm with thcir trunks, throwing 
fomc into thc air, and trampling othcrs 
undcr foot. The clcphant, howcvcr, is 
gcntlc by nature, agile though unwicldy ; 
and pcrfcétly inhoftile, unlcfs traincd to aétâ 
of violence, or roufed by corporal injury. 
Thcir keeper is gencrally a boy, who mounts 
upon bis ncck, and governs him with cafc ; 
and thc extrême fenfibility and abduccnt 
power of his probofeis render it, in many 
inftances, equal in adivity to thc human 
fingers.

The clcphant, among thc Cochin-chincfe, 
ferves likcwifc for food, and his flcfh is ac- 
countcd a great dclicacy. When flaughter- 
ed for thc table of thc king or his viccroy, 
picces arc eut off and font as prefents to per- 
fons of rank, as a diftinguiflicd mark of

favour« 
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iavour.—Buffalo has thc preference over 
ether bcef. It is not euftomary to milk any 
hind of animal ; ot courte, milk conftitutes 
no part of their food ; notvvithftanding they 
havc often cxpcricnced all the horrors of a 
famine, occafioncd by thc deftrudion of thc 
contending armics. In this drcadful conflid, 
human flcfh is faid to bave been expofed for 
ftilc, in the publie markets of the capital.

Düring the infurredion in Cochin-china, 
thc ncighbouring Tung-quinefe feizcd that 
opportunity to invadc thc territorics of the 
north, comprifing the capital of tlić coun­
try, and pillaged it, during their fliort ftay, 
of every thing that was valuablc, cfpccially 
gold and filver. The major part of what 
then efcaped their rapacity, had been fince 
fent to China to pay for thc ncceflarics of 
hie brought thithcr by thc junks, an ex­
tremity which thc mifcrablc inhabitants had 
been often put to, from thc dévaluation of 
their cultured lands, and thc deftrudion of 
their mannfadorics.

Thc
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The prefent mountainccrs are defccndants 
of the original inhabitants of the country; 
and when their anceftors, in pofleflion of the 
plains, were invaded by the Chinefe, they 
retired to the mountains which are on the 
confines of Cochin-china to the weftward, 
as well as to thofe which feparate it from 
Cambodia ; fimilar to the flight of the an- 
cient Britons into Wales. Thefe refidents 
of the mountains of Cochin-china are de- 
pićłed as rude and barbarous, with coarfe 
fcaturcs and black complcxions ; whereas, 
the colour of the lowlandcrs was lefs dark ; 
and thefe were confidcred, bcforc the over- 
throw of the ancicnt govcrnment, a civil, 
affable, and harmlefs pcoplc. This fimpli- 
city of manners tlili cxiíts among the agri­
cultural inhabitants.

Smoking is a cudom very prévalent in 
both fcxes of the Cochin-chineíe ; but the 
women fmoke lefs than the mcn.—They 
hâve no winc in the country, but indulgc 
thcmfelves in the free ufe of fpirituous li" 
quors, as well as in that of tobacco ; and 

they 
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thcy arc paflionatcly fond of chcwing the 
arcca-nut and betel-lcaf, kneaded into a 
pafte with lime and water. The men arc 
lazy in the extreme ; the fmoking of to- 
bacco being their chief employment ; and a 
fervant always attends his mailer abroad 
with the apparatus for fmoking. The 
women arc rcmarkably induftrious, as weil 
at home in domeftic affairs, as abroad in 
cultivating the land. In towns thcy often 
act as agents and brokers for foreign mer- 
chants, and cohabit with them during their 
agency ; and in both fituations arc faid to 
aél with fidelity. Concubinage is not herc 
accountcd diihonourable,

The exterior drefs of thefe pcople was 
hardly fufficient to diferiminate the fexes, 
'Both worc a loofe robe with long fleeves, 
which cover the hands ; but perfons of rank, 
particularly the ladies, put on three of thefe . 
gowns, of different colours, one over the 
other. The undermoft touchcd the ground; 
the next was fomewhat fhorter, and the up- 
permoft the ihorteft of all. Small collars

N were
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plate will tend to elucidatc this defcrip^ 
tion.
, > ■ ” > /z ■;< i ti • - • ' '

The white wax of thc caft was faid to 
bc compofcd of thć above white powdcr. 
A certain proportion öf vcgetable oil being 
mixed with it, and kneadcd together gives 
it a dcgree of confiftcncc or folidity, as to 
render it fit to bc moulded into candies. 
The'expéri ment may be made, and thc faét 
afeertained by incorporating One part of this 
wax, with threc parts of olivě oil. The 
compofition will concrète into a mafs, with 
nearly thc hardnefs of bee’s wax.

Turon bay affords a fafe rctrcat for íhips 
of any bürden, and at all fcafonsof thc year; 
and thc coaft, befides, is intercepťed with 
other commodious harbours. Cochin-china 
then may bc confidered as particularly well 
adapted for commerce, fccing that its vici- 
niny to China, Tung-quin, Japan, Cam- 
bodia, Siam, Borneo, Sumatra, Malacca, 
and thc Philippines renders any intercourfc 
with thefe countrics íhort and facile. Mr.

Barrow,
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Harrow, who furveyed thc hatbour, and has 
given a plan of it, found thc latitude of the 
Hindoftan’s anchorage: to be fixtecn degrecs 
fevcn minutes north, and longitude a hun- 
dred andeight degrees twelve minutes weft.

- ’ i ; f ; • » • • • • r < '. . .

Notwithiłanding thc difadvantagc of cli- 
mate, thc country in general, was imagined 
to be healthy ; thc fcorching rays of thc 
fummer fun being tempered by the regulär 
breczcs from thc fca. The rainy feafon 
commeneed in September, and continucd 
till the end of November, during which 
period the Iow land.s werc frequently in- 
undated by torrents precipitated from the 
mountains. Thefe inundations happened 
about once a fortnight, and continucd for 
two or three days ; and as thc timc of their 
commencement was about, thc, fuli and 
change of thc moon, it feemed to confina 
thc idea of that fatcllite’s influencę. The 
Hionths of Dcecmbcr, January and Fe- 
bruary werc alfo accompanicd with fome 
rain, and with cold northcrly winds.

f N 3 The
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'J'he déluge, jiiít mcntioncd, like tlie pe- 
riodic ovcrflowings of thc Nile, rcndered 
this country as fruitful as any upon thc face 
of thc carth ; many parts of thc land pro- 
ducing threc crops of grain in thc year. 
Sevcral commercial nations had an exten- 
fivc intcrcourfc with thc pcople, and were 
accuftomcd to barter Britiíh manufactures 
for their . valuablc productions, in which 
Avcrc includcd thc prccious mctals. But 
thc dévaluations caufed by intcítine broils 
had turned thc currćnt of commerce, and 
nowr except a few Chincfc junks, nothing 
but their own galleys and fometimes a Por- 
tugueze veflel were feen in their hurbours.

Othcř circumítandes haftened thc dcítruc- 
tioň of thc commerce of thc country. Per- 
mifíion to tradé1 was only to be obtained by 
purchafc ; high dutics wcrc levied on goods 
for fale-,' and prefents demanded by thofe in 
power; and to complété thc whole, perfidy 
had been praCiifed to eut off both íhip and 
cargo. An inftancc of this kind is rccord- 
cd, by thc Eaít India Company, to have 

happened
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happcncd in the ycar 1/78. The French, 
Conícious of the danger and unccrtainty of 
holding intercourfe with them, had direčted 
their views to the purchafe of the fmall 
iíland of Callao, fituated a few miles to the 
fouthward of Turon. Such an intention 
rendered that iíland of importance ; and a 
profcflional vifit was made to it by Captain 
Parifli and Mr. Barrow.

i ífc ' ', ?.. j i • »

Callao, fo callcd by its inhabitants, but 
by Europeans Campello, is oppofitc to the 
mouth of a large river on the coaft of Co- 
chin-china, about cight miles to the caft- 
ward ; on the banks of which ftands the 
town of Fai-foo, a place well known, at no 
great diítance from the harbour of Turon. 
The bearing of the higheft peak of Callao, 
from this harbour, is about fouth-caft, dif- 
tant thirty miles. The extreme points of 
the iíland lie in fifteen degrees fifty three 
minutes, and fifteen degrees fifty feven mi­
nutes north latitude ; the greateft length is 
Irom north-wcft to fouth-caft, and is about 
five miles ; and its mcan breadth two miles.

N 4 The
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The fouth-weft coafl is the only inhabited 
part of the ifland. The lower grounds con- 
tain about two hundred acres of good fertile 
land, diverfificd with temples, houfes, flirub- 
bcrics, and trecs of varions kinds; and a 
ftrcam of pure water ifluing from the moun- 
tains, is direčled through fluiccs along the 
ridges of the vale, to rcfrelh the ricc grounds 
in dry feafons.—The number of houfes upon 
the ifland was about fixty ; of which thirty 
wcrc in the principal village, cliicfly built 
of wood, a few, howcver, of ftone, coyer- 
cd with tiles ; and the appcarancc of the 
wholc was cicán and docent. Bchind cvcry 
houfe, not immcdiatciy in the village, wcrc 
growing in a fiate of exubérance, íugar canes, 
tobacco, and varions kinds of vegetables.

Èxclufive of the principal bay there wcrc 
feven fandy inlets, and at the back of thefe 
fmali parccls of lovci ground. Thefe ou­
trances formed tolerable landing for boats ; 
but íleep and ruggcd rocks, which feparated 
them from each other, rendered any com­
munication between them difficult, if not 

impraéli- 
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impraticable ; fo that very flight worka 
would be iufficicnt to défend the iiland. The 
water in the bay was deep enough for fhips 
of the heavieft burden, and they werc per- 
feélly ihcltercd from every wind, except the 
fouth-eaft, to which quarter it was immedi- 
ately open.—The diftance bctwixt this and 
China is very fhort ; a paflage with a fair 
monfoon was made in four or five days. It, 
thercforc, the impediments and reilriélions 
which impede a freer intercourfe with China 
could be removed, a fettlemcnt at Cochin­
china would be of as much advantage to 
Great Britain as to any Europcan nation ; 
bccaufe, independent of this new channel for 
the confumption of its own manufaéturcs, it 
would fecurc to the Britifh fettlcments of 
Hindoftan an important demand for their 
produirions.

Préparations werc now making by the fqua- 
dron for their departurc. They had been about 
fourteen days in Turon harbour, and the mon­
foon having fet in favourably promifed a 
Quick paífagc to the coati of China. The in­

valid« 
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valids wíio had bcen on íhore the whole time, 
wcrc rcturned on board in bettcr hcalth, and 
the íliip was free froni evcry kind of conta­
gion. The paffcngers and crcw had to re­
gret the dcccafe of a worthy man, Mr. Tot- 
hill, purfer of the Lion ; and ncarly about 
the famc time, much temporary uncafinefs 
was crcatcd for the fatc of Mr. Jackfon, the 
mafter, as well as for a boaťs crcw. Hc had 
gonc in one of the ihip’s boats to také the 
foundings and bearings of the caftcrn íhore, 
on the peninfula of Turon, and was cxpcét- 
cd to return the fame night. AU the next 
day elapfed without any tidiňgs of him, 
and of courfc his friends wcrc alarmed for 
his fafety, rccollcéting the perfidioufnefs and 
cruel tics cxcrciícd againft ftrangers upon the 
coaft. The rumour which had bcen fprcad 
that hc, the boaťs crcw and the boat had 
bcen fcized and detained, was foon confirm- 
ed by a Mandarine, who acknowlcdgcd that 
fomc forcigncrs had bcen taken up for at- 
tempting to pcnctratc, in the night time, 
onc of the rivers in a fufpicious, if not in an 
unwarrantable mariner. Tins was a very un- 

plcafant 



ŤO CHINA. 18?

pleafant circumftancé, as it was pofiíblc that 
a tedious difcúffion with the aéting govcrn- 
ment might arifc from the fubje<ft, which, 
in its coníčqučnccsmight in fomc refpc&s 
impcde the buíint‘fs<of th'c F’mbafly. Thé 
Embafladoť, howevC'r, člaimcd them, and a 
promifc was given that they, their boat and 
etfećłs fhould all be rcítored. A few days 
after they did return, but in their captivity 
they had foffered much fatigue and many 
indignitics from the peuple, independent of 
the crueltics cxerciícd over them by the in­
ferior officers.

This incident furniíhed Mr. Jackíbn with 
an opportunity of making fomc pertinent 
remarks on that part of the country tlirough 
which he was marchcd. Hc ftated that, in- 
tending to také a íuťvey of the caftern coaft 
oí the peninfula, he kopt along íhore till he 
r^ached the ifthmus’ point, when the fca- 
brceze fet in. Hc then ftood towards the 
tntrance of Fai-foo river; and bcing afTured 
that it was a branch of another river of which l
another branch, at a lhort diítancc, feil into

the 
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the harbour of Turon, he thought of return- 
ing that way to the fhip. After procecding 
twciity miles in varions direćtions, about 
eight at night he found himfelf before a large 
town on the bank of a river. Having re- 
mained there about two hours, he was 
beckoncd on fhorc by two armed galleys ; 
but he had no fooner landed than he was 
feized by fourteen men, and taken to a houfe 
in the town, wherc he and the reit remained 
prifoners all night. The next morning they 
wcrc all removed from thcncc, handcuffed, 
to a fort at a ihort diftance from the town, 
and treated’with much inhumanity till the 
arrivai of a perfon of authority, who, appa- 
rently, was greatly difplcafcd at their bc- 
haviour. They wcrc afterwards marchcd 
for two days through the country, feoffed by 
their condućłors, and derided by the popu­
lace, till at length, being cfcortcd to their 
boat, they got on board and iteered for Tu­
ron harbour.

In marching through the country to the 
fouth-weił of Turon, Mr. Jackfon obferved 

it 
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ít was Icvcl and fertile. He faw many rivera 
and canals fuli of boats of varions fizes. Thcy 
lay bcforc a town thrce quarters of a mile 
long, (diiłant from the fca twelve miles) 
whofe houles were built with red brick. 
Thcy pafled through two other large towns; 
in one, the market was fťorcd with rice, 
yams, fwcct potatoes, greens, pumpkins, me­
lons, fugar (in widc circular caiks, at threc 
halfpcncc a pound), fugar canes, poultry and 
hogs. Stalls werc crcćłed in the market, 
built with bamboo, for the fale of cloths 
and other articles. The country feemed 
exceedingly populous, and both men and 
women very induftrious.

Narrow paths, in cultivated grounds, 
ferved as diitinćłions of landed property, for 
thcy had no fcnces whatever. The land 
"was ploughcd by a couple of buffalocs ; and 
the plough appeared to bc all of wrood. 
Childrcn were employed in picking cotton 
from the pod ; and women in fpinning and 
weaving it. The horfes hc faw were fmall 
hut mcttlefomc. Thcy had many goats ;

and 
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and therc werc fctfnc mules and ailes. The 
civil officers treated the peuple likc tyrants, 
the fôldiers likc brutes; both kept thcin 
under great iubjećłion. Their arms con- 
iiiłcd of fpears, long pikes and cutlailcs. 
JIc faw no cannon, but fcvcral wall-picccs 
with bcll-likc muzzlcs. Therc were no 
carriagcs of any kind; ncithcr, indeed, were 
the patiis madę wide cijough to ądmit them.

Since Tung-quin had iubmitted to the 
arms of the latc nfurper, the whole of the 
Cochin-chineic territories occupicd thę 
fpacc between the twclfth dcgrcc of north- 
ern latitude, and the tropie of Cancer, anc| 
its brcadth not quite tyvo degrees of longi­
tude. Tlicie domains arc boundcd to the 
wcitvvardby a cordon of mountuins, which lie 
contiguous to the kingdoms of Laos, Siam, 
end (Àimbodia ; Cochin-china and l'ong- 
<]uin arc waihcd by the. fea to the eaftward; 
this—has the Chinciè province of Yunman 
to the northvvard, and that—Tliompa to 
the iouthw ard. The whole comprifeg about 
nincty iivc thouland fquare miles.

Notice



TO CHINA. 101

Notice was givcn to thc officers of thc 
Cochin-chinefe govcrnmcnt that the fqua- 
dron was about to quit its prcfent ftation. 
This was anfwercd by a mcffage of compli­
ment from the rcigning prince, attcnded by 
a fécond prcfcnt of rice and other provi- 
fions. The Embaflador rcplied with appro- 
priate civility and thanks, and fignificd bis 
intention of returning to Cochin-china, if 
praticable, after bc ihould hâve vifited thc 
court of Pékin. The fquadron then weighed 
anchor, and failcd from Turon on thc fix- 
teenth of June, 1703.

For the firft tbrec days after their depar- 
turc, they met with currents which fet in 
varions diredions, arifing from different 
caufes ; and on the twentieth of June thc 
fhips difeovered a high, acuminated ifland, 
callcd by Europeans thc Grand Ladrone. 
Near it was another, lefs lofty, but more 
level upon its top; and thc famé day the 
main land of China came in fight, bearing 
north-north-caft.

On
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On thc twenty fîril of Junc thc fquadron 
anchorcd in twclvc fathoms water, undcr 
thc Icc of Chook-tchoo, another of the La- 
droncs; which place bore fouth by weit, 
diflant threc miles, and thc Grand Ladrone 
weft-fouth-wcft threc Icagues. The lati­
tude of thc Grand Ladrone was found to bc 
twenty one degrccs fifty two minutes north, 
and thc longitude a hundred and thirteen 
degrccs thirty fix minutes eait ; the latitude 
of Chook-tchoo twenty one degrccs fifty 
fivc minutes north ; longitude a hundred 
and thirteen degrccs forty four minutes caft. 
The above longitudes, which wcrc afeer- 
tained front correćł data, and accurate cal­
culations, are a fcw miles lefs eaiterly than 
what they have been fuppofçd to lie in,

The rocks adjoining thc fea, which bor­
der thc ifland, arc of a dark brown côlour, 
and much honcycombcd, by reafon of thc 
aćtion of thc falt water. They arc compo- 
uent mafles of clay, a fmall proportion oi 
calx of iron, and a confidcrablc one of flinty 
earth, and of mica, a genus of thc talc; and 

thc
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thc foil upori thc furfacc of thc ifland fecm-* 
Cd to partake of thcir combinée! propertics. 
Somc fprings arc found upon thcfc iflands, 
whofe water is neithër brackiih nor chały-* 
bcate.

The íquadron beińg now on thc bordera 
of China, thc Embaflador gave directions 
for thc .lackall and Clarence brigs to pro- 
cccd tó Macao, on thc bufinefs of thc Em- 
baily. On this occafion, two Chincfe> 
brought from Europe, who during thc paf- 
fage had afl'ociated with the Interpreters^ 
wifhed to cmbrace that opportunity of re- 
turning to thcir native land, and accordingly 
folicited his Excellcncy’s permiflion. The 
condućt of both had bccn exempláry during 
thc paifage ; and one of them, an adept in 
thc Chincfe charaćtcrs, had occafionälly af- 
fiiłcd thc Interpreters in thc way of thcir 
profeffion. Bciorc his departure his Ex- 
dellency prefled him often to accept of mo- 
ney and prefents, as a compenfation for his 
trouble ; but he was inflexible in his re- 
tufals,—declaring, at the fanie tirne, his 
Pcrfcćl ciiccm for thc Englifh nation ; and

O that 
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that gratitude for the civilities which had 
been ihewn him, would compel him, when 
in China, to do jufticc to its charaétcr, to 
the extent of his influence. One of the 
Interpreters was alfo defirous of retiring from 
the fcrvicc of the Embafly, through fear of 
being deteded, and puniihcd conformablc 
to the laws of his country ; for Icaving it 
without licence, and for acccpting an cm- 
ploymcnt from a foreigner. The café of 
the other interpreter was cxaétly fimilar, 
but hc had lefs apprehcnfions and more for- 
titude ; and was determined, at all events, 
to fulfd his engagement. To prevent dc- 
tcćlion, hc was drclfcd in an Engliih mili- 
tary uniform, with fword and cockadc ; and 
though a native of Tartary, fubjcćł to China, 
his features wcre not fo ftrongly markcd as 
to betray his country, and hc anglicifed his 
namc as an additional précaution.

The othcr thrcc Chinefe embarkcd for 
Macao, with thc perfons ordered thithcr by 
thc Embafl'ador on thc bufmefs before men- 
tioned. The Sccrctary alfo carricd with 
him difpatchcs from thc govcrnincnt gene­

ral 
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frai of thc Dutch Eaït India fettlements, to 
thcir refident in China, with inftrućłions to 
aid thc vicws of thc Britiïli EmbaiTy ; and 
Icttcrs to thc famc purport from thc cardi­
nal prcfcét of thc congrégation for propa- 
gating thc faith at Rome, to thc procurator 
of thc millions refiding at Macao. The 
Englifh faétory ftill remaincd there, none 
of thc fhips having yet arrived from Eu­
rope, that feafon, in thc river Canton.— 
Note IV. ł

On thc return ofthc twobrigs fromMacao, 
thc Embaiïador rcceivcd information from 
thc Engliih Eaft India Company’s cômmif- 
fioncrs, that “ his Imperial Majefty’s difpo- 
fition to afford a réception to thc Embafly, 
fuitable to its dignity, had not íuffered thc 
leaft diminution, as appeared by his repeat- 
cd inftrućłions on this fubjcét to thc dif­
ferent governments upon thc coaft. Hc 
had given orders for Mandarines to await 
his Excellcncy’s arrivai, and the pilots to be 
properly ftationed to také charge of his 
Majefty’s fhips, and to condućt them in 
lafety to Tien-fing, as well as to prépare for

O 2 receiving 
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rccciving thc Embaflador, and convcying 
him and fuite to Pekin ; concluding his 
commaäds with thefe rcmarkablc words, 
“ that as a. great Mandarine had corne fo jar 
to ißt him, he. muß be received in a dißin- 
guifhed männer, and anjwerable to thc occa- 
ßon."

Thc commiflioners, however, formed thc 
opinion, collećtcd from faćłs, that thc go- 
verning officcrs of that place to whom thc 
Embafly was cxcccdingly obnoxious, had 
contravencd thc difpofition and inclinations 
of thc Emperor towards Europeans ; and 
that nothing could be fo deíirable, nor fo 
advantagcous to thc Eaft India Company 
as thc effećłing of a free communication 
between their fervants and thc court of 
Pekin, The Hoppo, or chief officcr of the 
revenue and infpedor of forcign tradc was 
thc moft alarmed. He ftood fclf-conviéted 
by his manifold aćts of oppreflîon, extortion, 
and injufticc, and viewing thc intent of thc 
Embafly in no othcr light than to procure 
a redrefs of gricvanccs, he was tcrrificd 
thc thought of an inveftigation, and cm- 

ploycd
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ploycd all his art and intcreft to countcraćł 
its tendency.

The Foo-ycn* or Governor of Canton, 
whofc idea of thc buiinefs coincided with 
thatof the Hoppo, was not without his ap- 
prehcnfions ; and was ffill anxious to know 
thc private ohjcóls of thc Embaíly. Per- 
fuading himlclf that the Commiffioncrs 
niuft bc acquainted w ith theni, as weil as 
with the perfons to be denounccd, he af- 
furcd thc Commiffioncrs, that “ if they 
would difclofc them to him, he would con­
fine thc matter within his own breaft and 
that of thc Empcror.” They very properly 
replicd, that, as far as came within their 
knowledge, therc was no other view than 
that of payinga juif compliment to his Im­
périal Majcity, and of cultivating his friend-» 
fliip.

The Commiffioncrs had been rcpcatcdly 
prefled to write to thc Embaffador to ftop 
at Canton, wherc ail forcign vcfficls came, 
,n lieu of going to Ticn-fing. By this

O 3 artifice
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artifice they hoped to dive into thofe fup- 
pofed intentions, and if fuch exifted, to re­
tard the progrefs of the Embafly ; probably 
by corrupting the integrity of the pilots in 
fubjećłing them to bc biafled by intriguing 
perfons confcfledly againft the mcafure.

Somc of the European fa&ories ftill cn- 
tertained jcaloufies on the occafion ; but the 
Dutch had availcd themfelves of the nafeent 
influence of the Engliih to avoid the ufual 
impofts laid on foreigners, who remove from 
Canton to Macao. The Emperor’s notifi­
cation had madę fuch an impreffîon on the 
officers of government at Canton, that feve- 
ral new taxes which originated with, and 
were claimed by the Hoppo, in the article 
of euftoms, had, fince the arrivai of the 
Commiffioncrs, been given up, on an abfo- 
lutc refufal to fubmit to them ; and this 
without any confequcnt delay in fliipping 
the company’s tcas. The fufpcéted com­
plainte which he dcprccated, had extorted 
from him i ni tances of forbcarancc, and arts 
ofcivility.

The
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The Governor of Canton had demanded 
a liit of the prefents intended for the Em- 
peror ; and as the curiofity of the court of 
Pekin had been roufed on the occafion, he 
wifhed for the means of gratifying it.—He 
laid it down as a neceflary condition ; af- 
firming that “ he could not fend the letter 
announcing the Embaflador’s approach,with 
an offeririg tohismafter, without tranfmitting 
the particulars of it.” The Commiffioners, 
who difeovered that much importance was 
attached to the nature of the prefents, gave 
ail the information they were able conccrn- 
ing them, but deelared their knowledge 
of the bufinefs was very limited, as they 
had leit England previous to many of them 
being provided.

The Embaflador rcccived information, 
alfo, from the Commiffioners, that two of 
the.native mcrchants of Canton had got Or­
ders to be in readinefs to go to any part of 
the coaft, whenever intelligence lliould be 
©btained that any of his Majefty’s fhips had 
přived there with the Embaffiador, and pro-

(J 4 bably 
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bably to procecd to court with his Exccl- 
Icncy. It was conjećłurcd thcy wcre to 
fervc as Interpreters, as well as to trcat for 
any mcrchandize which might bc fent with 
the Embaffador for fale. The Commiflion- 
ers, however, were of opinion, that the cx- 
tcnfive traffic between the faid merchants 
and the Company might fuffer by their ab- 
fencc, and for that rcafon intrcatcd the go-» 
vernment not to také them from their bufi- 
nefs, inafmuch as the Embaffador was ab- 
ready accommodated with interpretera, and 
that there wcrc no goods of any kind for falc 
on board tbe fhips which attended the Em- 
baify.—Thcfe merchants, befides being ill- 
qualified for Interpreters, yvould havefuffered 
confiderably in their affairs by the journcy; 
thcy, therefore, backcd the pétition by mak- 
ing liberal prefents to the officcrs of the 
government of Canton, and wcrc in copfc- 
quencc excufed from leaving their copccrns,

It had been the cuflom, on former Em- 
baffics to fend one of the mißionaries, at- 
tached fo the palace, to mcct and accom-

• pany 
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pany thc Embaflador to courts but even with 
thefe a change of íýftcm had bccn rcfolved 
on. Due précautions had been taken, from 
thc moment thc French Revolution and its 
concomitant calamitics, were known at Pe­
kin, to prevent the introduélion and diíTe- 
mination of fimilar principles.—And though 
foreigners were not exeluded from entering 
into Canton, and that miffionaries were ílill 
admitted into China, and, as adepts in thc 
fcicnces, cncouragcd in thc capital, yet their 
conduét was narrowly watched, and their 
corrcfpondence intcrceptcd and examined by 
the vigilant and fufpicious government of 
China.

The infercncc deduciblc from thc abovc 
is obvions ; that on the prefent occafion, of 
eommunicating with foreigners, thc Chinefo 
would naturally give thc preference to their 
own fubjcds ; nearly in which light, from a 
long uninterrupted conncdion, they confi- 
dered thc Portugueze of the dependent fet-, 
tlcmcnt oí Macao. Some fricndly offices, 
howcycr, were to bc expeded from thefe in 

/ behalf 



EM B A SS Y202

behalf of the Engliih, in confequencc of the 
ftrićl alliance which fubfifted betwixt the 
tvvo nations. But the Embafîador was af- 
fured, on the beit authority,' that the Por- 
tugueze ftill rctained their ancient policy of 
a monopoly, and werc exerting their influ­
ence to excludc ail forcigncrs from China, 
His Excellency then had pripcipally to rely 
on the impreflion which his own condud; 
and that of his fuite, might make on the 
Chinefc, for diflipating the jealoufles, and 
removing the préjudices entertained againft 
the Engliih, as well as for furmounting every 
obftacle that might bc thrown in his way 
to countęraćł the tcndcncy of the Em-, 
bafly.

The brigs being returned from Macao, 
the fquadron got under way, and left Chook- 
choo on the twenty-third of June. The 
wind was favourablc for their courfe to- 
wards the lirai ts which fcparate the conti­
nent of China from the ifland of Formofa, 
or, as the Chinefc call it, Tai-wan. The 
famé day the ihipspafled between two fmall 

iilands,
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illands, one, from its bifurcatcd appcarance, 
called Affes Ears, the other Lema, both en- 
vironed with rocks, and uncultivated. By 
méridional obfervations, and the aid of 
timc-kecpcrs, the fituations of thefe iflands 
arc

Long.O

T r (The Ailes’ Ears, 21° 55"\XT , Latof{L«na, - - - 22 *North’

1' ] Eaft 114° 17 i

On the twenty fourth of June a large 
elevated rock was deferied, which being 
pcrfcćłly white, has obtaincd from the Por- 
tugueze, who firft difeovered it, the name 
of Pedra Branca. Its latitude is twenty 
two degrees ninctcen minutes north, longL 
tudc a hundred and fourteen degrees fifty 
feven minutes eaft. At noon the thermo- 
meter was at cighty four degrees, and the 
barometer at twenty nine inches feventy 
thrcc décimal parts. During the lait twen­
ty four hours, a current had fet north by 
caft, at the rate of a mile an hour.

The
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The ncxt day the fquadron croflèd tlíc 
tropie of Cancer. An extraordinary degrce 
of rednefs that evening, attended the fetting 
fan. The quickfilver feil fuddenly in the 
barometer ; and the wind, betöre moderate, 
changcd now to a freih gale from the fouth 
weit.

The morning of the twenty-fixth came 
in with 'heavy fqualls, attended with rain, 
thunder, and lightning ; but therc was a 
calm bcforc noon. The ica, notwithiland- 
ing, kept up for fome time. The thermo- 
meter ilood at cighty-two degrecs, and the 
barometer at twenty ninc inches fixty three 
décimal parts. During the remainder of 
the day, the wind veered from fouth caft 
to. fouth by well ; and the wcathcr being 
fc pially, thick and hazy, attended with much 
rain, no obfervation could bc taken.

It is a euftom among the Chinefc iailors, 
when it rains, to change thcircotton elothes 
for Rackets and trowfcrs made of ilraight, 
uneomprefled reeds, placed parallel to cach 

other ;
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other ; and to wcar a flouched hat formcd 
of thc famé texture and materials. The 
rain flidcs offthcir furfaccs as water docs ofF 
thc feathers of aquatic birds.

On thc twenty feventh of June the wca- 
ther was likewife fqually. with continued 
heavy rains, and a difagrceable croîs fwell of 
the fca. By obfervation, a current, within 
thc laft three days, had run forty cight miles 
in thc dircćłion of north feyenty two degrees 
caft, equal to two thirds of a mile an hour. 
The thermometer at noon ftood at feventy 
ninc degrees, and thc barometer at twenty 
ninc inches feventy three décimal parts.

On thc twcnty-cighth of June thc wca- 
ther was moderate ; thc wind variable, but 
chiefly from the north ; and there was a 
heavy fwell fetting eaftcrly. The fquadron 
having now clcarcd thc Strait, a current 
was obferved to fet to the weftward, at the 
rate of about half a mile an hour. The 
weather being moderate, a courfc was íhaped 
towards the iflands of Çhu-fan.

The
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The weather proved vory liazy on thc 
twenty-ninth. The foundings now were 
afccrtaincd to dccreafe from fifty two to 
twenty two fathoms ; and at this timc thc 
fhips pcrceived a clufter of iflands, difłant a 
very fcw miles, callcd the Hcy fan, or Black 
Iflands ; littlc elfe than barrcn rocks. Theif 
latitude is twenty cight degrees fifty threć 
minutes north, and longitude a hundred and 
twenty one degrees twenty four minutes 
eaft.

On the thirtieth of June the fquadron 
had thick weather, with a moderate fouth- 
weft brcezc. As they were now ftanding 
to thc northward, the foundings incrcafcd 
from twenty two to thirty two fathoms.

On thc firfł of July they met with liazy 
weather, with drizzling raili; the wind 
foutherly, but variable. This day another 
clulłcr of iflands, callcd thc Quce-fan, wcrc 
obferved; and

Tiie
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The next day, the fquadron advancing 
ncar them, anchorcd in nine fathoms water. 
The higheíl and mott foutherly of thefe, 
called by the Englifli, Patchcock, bore north 
by weft four miles. It isfituated in latitude 
twenty nine degrees twenty two minutes 
north, longitude, by Chronometer, a hun- 
dred and twenty one degrees fifty two mi­
nutes caft.

On the third of July the fquadťon weigh- 
ed anchor, and iłood in, not without difH- 
culty, nearer to Chu-fan, by reafon of a 
multiplicity of boats around them. There 
werc fome thoufands in fight. Three hun- 
dred crouded about the Lion, from one of 
which a pilot was procured by the Hindof- 

• tan, He condućtcd her off Tree-a-top 
ifland, and anchorcd hcr four miles to the 
louthward of it; but the Lion and Jackall 
ftood in, and came to bctwccn the Plough- 
ntan and Buffalo’s Noie. Erom hence fomc 
oi the gentlemen, with the interpreter, werc 
difpatched, in the Clarence, to Chu-fan, to

bring

I
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Bring down thc pilots who had bccn ordercd 
to carry thc íhips to Tien-fifig.

The Liori got a fiippíy from Plowijian’s 
iíland, confiffing of bullocks, goats, and 
fowls on rcafonablc terms ; and of fiíh, from 
boats which wcrc along fide. The numbeť 
of vifitors who came to fee thc íhip was íb 
great that all thc dccks wcrc filled ; and it 
was found neccflary to fend off, fucceffively, 
onc party to makč roonl for anothcr, who 
wcrc cqually anxious to bc gratified. Somc' 
of them obfcrving, in thc grcat cabin, thc 
portrait of thc Emperor of China, immédiate-' 
ly proftrated themfelves in humble adoration, 
kifling thc ground rcpcatcdly ; and after 
rifing, looked with gratcful complacency 
towards thc cxaltcd poflcffor.

The Clarence, in hcr paflage to Chu-fàiï 
harbour, anchored, thc firff evening, a littlc 
to thc fouthward of Kec-to-point, in feven- 
teen fathoms water ; and fo good a look-out 
was kept, that intelligence of hcr approach 
had alrcady bccn rcccivcd at Chu-fan. An 

officcr, 
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officcr, from a Chincfe vcflel paid a vifit on 
board, who, purfuant to inftrućlions, con- 
dućtcd thc Clarence, with his boat, the ncxt 
morning into Chu-fan harbour.

Thrcc hundred iflands arc faid to be com- 
prifed betwecn thc Qucc-fans and Chu-fan 
harbour ; a fpace of about fixty miles in 
length and thirty in width ; among which 
there are many valuablc and commodious 
harbours, fit for fhips of thc greateft bürden. 
This advantage, added to its central fitua- 
tion with regard to the caftcrn coaft of 
China, and its contiguity to Corea, Japan, 
Leoo-kcoo, and Formofa, make it a place 
of great trade, particularly to Ning-poo, a 
great commercial city, bordering on the 
province of Tche-tchiang, to which are an- 
nexed all thc Chu-fan iflands. Twelve 
vcflels arc difpatchcd annually for coppcr, 
from onc of its ports to Japan.

The occafion of thc Clarence’s arrivai be- 
tng made known to fomc civil and military 
officers, who came on board for that pur-

P pofe, 
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pofe, accompanicd by a Chinefc mcrchant 
as interpreter, it was agreed that the party 
ihould difembark in the morning to wait 
on the Governor, and to make the demand. 
This interpreter, formerly concerncd in trade 
with the agents of the Eaft India Company 
while they were permitted to frequent this 
cóaft, had not entircly forgotten the En- 
glifli language. In a convcrfation with him 
he deelared, that the Engliíh had given no 
caufe fór umbrage ; that he attributed the 
interdićłion to the intrigues and interefted 
views of the governing officcrs of Canton ; ' 
and, perhaps, dreading an innovation of prin- 
ciplcs,to thatjealouscye with wb ich the Chi­
nefc governmcnt always regarded ftrangers.

As foon as the Governor had information 
that the Clarence bclonged to the Embafly, 
he ordered provisions of every kind on board. 
líc alfo politely rcccivcd the gentlemen on 
fhorc the next morning, and invited them 
to partakc of dramatic and other amufc- 
nlcnts. He had before been apprized of the 
Einbaffador’s arrivai in the Lion, and had 

fent 
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lent his Excellcncy a formai invitation to his 
houfe, wherc fplendid préparations were 
naaking for his réception. The ardent de- 
fire of repairing with all fpecd into the pre- 
fcnce of the Empcror was admitted as a fuf- 
ficient apology ; as well as for urging an 
carly departure of the pilots.

The Governor had providcd pilots who 
were capable only of carrying them to the 
next port, at which others werc fucceffively 
to be procurcd, till they fhould arrive at 
Ticn-fing. The danger of coafting with 
fuch large íhips, the frequent occafion to caft 
anchor, and a defire for a direćł navigation 
to the Gulf of Pekin being infiftcd on, he 
1'equcftcd till next morning to déterminé on 
the bufinefs.

In the interim the party went to view the 
city of Ting-hai, about a mile diílant.—It 
is environed by a wall thirty fect high, over- 
topping the houfes, moft of which háve only 
one flory. Sevcral fquare lione towers were 
creélcd upon the walls ; in the parapets were

P 2 embrafures, 
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cmbrafurcs, and in thc mcrlons holes foť 
archcry.—Within a double gatc was a 
guard-houfc, furniflicd with bows and ar- 
rows, matchlocks and pikes, all placcd in 
proper order ; and foldiers were therc on 
duty. The town had many bridges, being 
intcrfcćłed by canals ; the ftrccts were nar- 
row, pavěd with fquare flat ftones ; the íhops 
ťnimcrous, and the goods for fale well dif- 
played ; cfpecially coffins, which were paint- 
cd in varions colours. Dogs and other fmall 
quadrupeds, poultry, fifli in tubs of water, 
and eels in fand, all intended for food, were 
expofed alive for fale.—Both fexes wcrc 
drefted in loofe garments and trowfers ; no 
paupers about thc ftrccts ; induftry fccmed 
to prcvail ; and thc ficlds wcrc eultivated 
like a garden.

Womcn of thc middling and inferior claf- 
fcs,aping thc unnatural cuftom of their fupe- 
fiors, who confidcr a fmall foot as a mark of 
beauty, fuffer much pain and inconveniencc 
by having their fcct maimed and diftorted. 
The grcat toc is thc only onc left to aét with

frccdom,
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frccdom, the reit arc doublée! down under 
thc foot in their tendereft infancy, and re- 
tained by comprcfl'es and tight bandages, till 
they unité with, and are buried in thc fole. 
I his gives them an awkward, hobbling gait, 
cauiing them to walk upon their hccls, and 
to totter as they pais. The famé prcíTure is 
applicd by fome to thc anklc. A model was 
procurcd of a Chinefe lady’s foot, and an en- 
graving taken from it. Sec thc annexedplate. 
Somc of thc fcmalc mountaincers of the low- 
cft clafs arc exempt from this barbarous euf- 
tom ; but they are holden in the greateft 
contempt by thc others ; ncither is this ha­
bit pradifed in Hindoftan, or Turkey, whcrc 
women are kept more clofcly confined than 
in China.

In thc morning thc party went, by ap­
pointaient, to the hall of audience, a fpaci- 
ous building with gallerics around it. The 
roof was fupported by pillars of wood ; and 
thefe, with the beams and rafters, were 
painted red, and highly varniíhed. Round

P 3 the 
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thc columns, and undcr thc crofs bcams, 
wcrc a great number of lamps or lantcrns 
of varions ihapcs and fizes ; fufpcndcd by 
filken cords. The luminating part of fome 
wcrc made of thin filk, having varions dc- 
vices of needlework ;—others, not lefs than 
two fcet indiameter, of a cylindric form,wcrc 
madc of one uniform piccc of horn, which 
bcing lighter than, is preferred to glafs. 
They arc in common ufc, not only in their 
houfes, but in their temples.

The feams or joinings arc rendered invifi- 
blc by an art found out by thc Chincfc, of 
which the following is faid to be a pretty 
exaćl defeription.—The horns, chicfly thofc 
of fheep and goats, arc to be put into water, 
and boiled till they arc foft. In this fiate 
they are to be eut open, and flattened by 
repeated iłrokes with a hämmer ; after 
which they may be eafily feparated into thin 
laminæ or plates. To join two of thefe to- 
gether, the fides arc to be madc ftraight, 
and both edges chamfercd, as joiners do a 
piccc of wood. They arc then to be ex- 

pofcd 
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pofed to hot fteam, and as foon as thcy arc 
thus rcndcrcd foft, thc two chamfered or 
furrowcd cdgcs arc to bc put in contait, and 
prcifing thcm clofe with any convenicnt in­
strument, thcy will bc firmly incorporated.

The Governor now madę his appcarance 
at thc hall, accompanied by a civil ma- 
giftratc. The latter worc upon his breait a 
fquarc piece of party eoloured filk, upon 
which was embroidered a phœnix ; thc Go- 
vcrnor’s had a tygre wrought upon his, 
cmblematic of his military fundions. Tea 
followcd an interchange of compliments, 
after which hc aflerted, that it had long 
been thc euftom of thc Chincfc to navigate 
along thc coaft from province to province, 
and that that mode, in the prefent inftancc, 
muft bc thc moft éligible ;—that the port 
of Chu-fan was only an auxiliary port to the 
grcatcr one of Ning-poo, and not ablc to 
furnilh fuch pilots as wcrc rcquired. To 
this it was anfwcrcd ; that as thç Engliih 
ihips wcrc much larger than thç Chincfc, 
and of a different çonftrudion, thcy rc- 

p 4 quired 
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quircd a mode to be followed different from 
their ufual pra&icc ; and that as Ning-poo 
might fupply fuch pilots as could not be met 
with at Chu-fan, they would immcdiately 
go thither in fearch of them.

The governor inftantly took the alarm. 
Their departure for Ning-poo, lie faid, would 
bc conftrued by the Emperor as procceding 
from an improper or cool réception, and 
that he might not only bc difmiffed from 
his office, but bc divefted of his honours ; 
pointing to a red globular button in his bon­
net, betokening the fécond claíš of magif- 
tracy in the empire, of which thcrc arc ninc; 
and, ftridly fpeaking, no other rank or dig­
nity in the country.

To avert the danger, hc undertook to 
find pilots capable of taking the fquadron to 
the defired place. Orders wcrc inftantly 
difpatchcd into town, commanding ail per- 
fons who had ever been at Tien-fing to re­
pair forthwith to the hall of audience. Sc- 
vcral came, and underwent examinations ;

and
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and at laft two wcrc found who had ottcn 
tradcd to that port, and who faid, thc fqua- 
dron might be carried to a fafe and commo- 
dious harbour, undcr thc ifland of Mi-a-tau, 
within a day or two’s fail of Ticn-fing.

The Governor chargcd thefe two men to 
préparé themfelves inftantly to go on board 
thc Clarence, and to pilot thc Englifh fhips 
into thc harbour hc mentioned, or as near 
to Tien-fing as was praćłicablc. It “was in 
vain they urged thc diiłrcfs of their families, 
or thc lofs of their bufinefs ;—thc Empcror’s 
Orders, hc faid, muił bc obeyed, and hc 
could liften to no remonftrancc.

The gentlemen now returned on board 
the Clarence to make rcady for departure ; 
iend very fhortly after they häd an unexpečf- 
ed vifit froin thc Governor, iłiniulatcd as 
much, perhaps, by curiofity as civility. The 
pilots bcing now on board, thc Clarence got 
tinder way, and the ncxt day rejoincd the 
Lion.

In
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In ber abfencc thc Embaflador had bccn 
vifitcd by thc députation mcntioncd at Chu- 
fan, and alfo by thc Governor of the pro­
vince. Both had folicited his Exccllency 
to partake of cntertainments on fliore, which 
•werc declincd on excufcs fimilar to thofc bc- 
fore mcntioncd.

CHAPTER VIII.

NAVIGATION THROUGH THE YELLOW SEA. 

embassador’s ENTRANCE INTO THF. 

RIVER LEADING TO TIEN-SING. PRO­

GRESS OF THE EMBASSY, ALONG THE 

RIVER PE1-H0, TOWARDS THE CAPITAL 

OF CHINA. DEPARTURE OF THE SIIIPS 

FROM THE GULF OF PE-CIIEE-LEE.

BEFORE thc fquadron could arrive at 
thc gulf of Pékin, they had to fait 

through about ten degrccs of latitude and 
fix 
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fix of longitude, and that in a fea in which 
no Europcun had hitherto pcnctratcd; Chu- 
fan being thc utmoft boundary of their nau- 
tical rcfearches. The fhips werc now under 
the guidance of two experienced pilots, well 
acquaintcd with thc coaił ; and being fur- 
nifhed with fcientific men ready to feizc and 
note down every ufcful information, it was 
no trifling advantage accruing to thc Em- 
bafly to have been thc caufc of cxploring, 
without rifk, a traći fo extcnfive and impor­
tant.

Thc Yellow Sca is bounded by China, 
Tartary, and thc pcninfula of Corea. Thc 
great Whang-ho, or Yellow River of China, 
difembogucs itfelf into this fea; carrying 
with it, in its circuition, a vaft quantity of 
ycllowifh mud, from which circumftance it 
derived its namc,

The pilot being upon deck, looked with 
aftoniihment at thc manœuvres of thc ihip, 
and the alacrity of thc feamen in preparing 
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hcr for fca. Hc had brought with him a 
compafs, but no chart; nor any infiniment 
for taking an obfervation. They do, fomc- 
times, carry with them rough drafts of their 
intended track, fkctchcd out or engraved 
upon the back of an empty gourd, its glo­
bular form correfponding, in fomc dcgrcc, 
to the rotundity of the earth. But as the 
Chincfc feas arc narrow, and every whcrc 
intcrfcćłcd with iflands, they hâve lefs occa- 
fion for charts, and they dépend chicfly on 
the polarity of the nccdlc.

The compafs, however, is in univcrfal ufc 
among them. Their magnetie needles are 
fcldom madę longer than an inch, nor 
thickcr than a line, or the twelfth part of 
an inch. They are poifcd fo nicely, or tick- 
ll/hly in the box, as to be moved by the 
fmallcit change of pofition towards the weit 
or cait of it; but as the pcrfećtion of a com­
pafs conflits in the magnetie nccdle’s kcep- 
ing itcadily to one iixcd portion of the hea- 
vens, whatever motion may be given to the 

containing
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containing box, or furrounding objeét, the 
Chincfe hâve an ingénions mcthod of ac- 
compliihing this; which, howcver, cannot 
be confidcrcd very intcreffing to any of our 
rcadcrs.

The Chincfe compafs-box, as will appear 
by the annexed corrcćł engraving, has, upon 
its upper furfacc, fcvcral concentric circles, 
of correfpondcnt fizes. The innermoft, and 
of courfe the fmallcft, contains cight differ­
ent Chincfe charaćłcrs, which ftand for the 
four cardinal points, eaft, wert, north, and 
fouth; and the four bifcćting ones—north- 
eaft, fouth-weft; north-weit, and fouth-caff. 
Thcfe cight charaélers are alfo mcant to cx- 
prefs as many equal divifions of the natural 
day, each of thrcc hours ; and that of the caft 
being placed towards the fun-rifing, the reff, 
of courfc, will reprefent, ncarly, the pofition 
of the fun at the different times of the day. 
fhis divifion of the inmoft circle into eight 
equal parts, accords with the firft compafs, 
faid to hâve appeared in Europe at the com­

mencement 
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mcnccmcnt of thc fourtcenth Century, 
which, forgrcatcr accuracy, was aftcrwards, 
and iłill romains fubdivided into thirty two 
cqual parts or points, each whcrcof has a 
diftinguifhing appellation.

The next circle upon thc Chincfe com- 
pafs has twenty four divifions, with appro- 
priatc charaétcrs denoting a twenty fourth 
part of thc heavens, and, confcqucntly, a 
twenty fourth part of thc natural day ; each 
point containing fifteen dcgrccs, a propor- 
tionatc part of thrcc hundred and fixty, thc 
number of degrccs into which ail celcftial 
çircles are divided.

As thc Chincfe nation rcckons its chro- 
nology by cycles of fixty ycars, another of 
thc circlcs contains thc charaétcrs which 
exprefs theni; as do thc two rcmaining oncs 
thofe which explain their doétrincs of my­
thology and philofophy.

The Ihips being rcady, they iłood out a 
confidcrabl«
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Confiderablc diiłancc from land, having prc- 
vioufly takcn thcir departure from the iílc 
ot Patchcock, whofe latitude is twenty ninc 
degrees twenty two minutes north, and 
longitude a hundred and twenty degrees fifty 
two minutes eaft. Thcy entered the Yel­
low Sca on Tuefday the ninth of July, in 
dark, cloudy wcathcr, Vaít quanti tics of 
yellowifli-brown mud wcrc difturbed by the 
fliip’s motion through the water, when thcy 
Wcrc failing in about fix fathoms, as appear- 
ed in the fhips’ wakes at a confidcrablc dif- 
tance.

On the morning of the tenth of July, 
heing in from thirty to thirty feven fathoms 
Water, thcy difcovcrcd the iilands of Tchin- 
hin, and Shoo-tong-yeng; which bore about 
^orth-weft by weit, diftant ninc or ten lea- 
gues. A heavy fwcll fet from the caitward, 
accompanicd in the morning, by thick, 
hazy weathcr; in the afternoon—by light 
airs.

' , Light
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Light winds and câlins in thc fore part of 
thc ncxt day ; foundings at noon thirty fix 
fathoms. Towards evening, a brcczc fprang 
up from the íbuthward. Ať fivc in thc 
morning, dcfcricd two new iflands callcd, 
Pa-tcha-fan, and Tc-tchong.

Friday thc twclfth of July, the wind, at 
thc beginning of this nautical day, was at 
fbuth, fometimes fouth-caft, attended by a 
thick fog, which incrcafed much in thc 
morning. The foundings from thirty fix, 
decreafed, fuddcnly, to feventeen fathoms, 
with grey fand at thc bottom ; a circum- 
ftanec, thc pilot obferved, that indicatcd 
they wcrc then oppofitc to thc province of 
Kiang-nan. Guns wcrc fired, during thc 
fog, to keep thc fquadron together; not- 
withftanding thc Hindoftan loft company.

Saturday thc thirtccnth, thc weathcr bc- 
ing foggy, thc Icad was caft every hour, thc 
wind was fouth-caft.—At (hort intcrvals the 
fog clcarcd up.

Sunday
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Sunday thc fourtecnth of July, thc wind as 
ýeftcrday ; but thc fog was difpellcd. Scvcral 
junks wcrc obferved this morning ftcering 
different courfcs. Land birds, alfo, madę 
their appearance ; and fea weed and bamboos 
werc perceivcd floating upon the water; 
indications of approximating thc land. The 
Hindoffan, it afterwards appeared, had this 
day fallen in with the Endeavour brig, bc- 
longing to the Eaff India Company, com- 
mandcd by Captain Proćłor, on board which 
Veffel was a young man, maffer of thc Spa- 
tiiíh and Chincfc languages, who mcant to 
offer himfelf as an additional interpreter to 
thc Embaffy.

Monday thc fiftecnth, altcrnatc foggy and 
elear wcathcr ; thc wind fouthcrly. The 
Hindoffan, in elear intervals, perccived a 
hnali conic-formcd iíland, callcd by the 
Pilot Ka-té-noo; and on thc next day, the 
Cri‘ggy promontory of Shan-tung, and a fmall 
dland to the fouthward of this.—An incon- 
hderablc current was herc obferved to fet to 
the northward. The longitude of this place

Q was



22Ö KMR.YSSY

■was afccrtaincd to bc a hundred and twcnty 
two degrecs forty-five minutes eaft, and la­
titude thirty five degrees ten minutes north. 
The courfc which the Lion iłcercd from thiś 
place was weft by compafs, till flic reached 
the latitude of thirty fix degrees twcnty mi­
nutes north. Herc the foundings leflened 
fuddenly from forty to fourtccn, and even 
twelve fathoms, having a fandy bottom.

On Tuefday the fixtccnth, the famo ifland 
which the Hindoftan deferied in the north- 
caft, appeared at the famę time from the 
Lion to the north-weft,—-lire bcing to the 
caftward of it.

On Wcdnefday the fcvcntccnth of July, 
the wholc fquadron again joined company. 
Two capes or headjands were this day dif- 
covered. Thcfe, with the ifland juił no- 
tieed, lying in the track from the fouth- 
ward to the gulf of Pekin, bcing likcly 
to be the firil iflands madę, their cxad 
fituations were afccrtaincd, and the follow- 

ing 
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ing names givcn to them by Sir Erafmus 
Gowcr.

North latitude of Cape Macartncy 36" 54*
Eaft longitude 122u 12' by fun and moon 
----- - ----- ------ 122 20 by timc piece.

North latitude of Cape Gower 3Ö 5 7
Eaft longitude 122 15 by fun and moon
— --------------- 122 23 by timc piece.

North latitude of Staunton’s Wand 3ß 47
Eaft longitude 122 9 by fun and moon
— ---------------122 17 by timc piece.

There was an inlet within Cape Macart­
ncy, where fevcral fmall craft wcrc fcen ly- 
lng at anchor. This cape may be caiily 
known, if it is brought to bear north-north- 
Caft to north-weft, by a fingular appcarancc 

hx pointed pcaks.

A recf of rocks ran out from a neck of 
'•ind ncar Cape Gowcr, which appeared to

Q 2 harc 
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hâve a compaćt harbour. The entrancc to 
it was between the Cape, and the reef juft 
mentioned. A confidcrable number of vcf- 
fcls were deferied within the harbour, and a 
pretty large town behind it.

Thurfday the eighteenth, cafterly wind 
with fogs. Anothcr fpacious harbour was 
pcrccived this afternoon, füll of junks. The 
following day was hazy ; the wind from 
eaft-fouth-caft to north ; but a thick fog 
coming on about midnight, the fhips lay to. 
On clearing up the next morning, they found 
thcmfelvcs clofe to a fmall rocky iiland. 
From hence the fquadron made fail along 
the coaft in varions diredions, till they got 
into the bay of Ki-iàn-iêu. The harbour of 
Mi-a-tau was in an iiland, diftant fiftccn 
leagucs farther to the weftward, though the 
latitude differs but a few miles only to the 
northward.

The bay of Ki-fan-feu is very fpacious, 
extending about ten miles from eaft to weit, 
and ncarly the famé diitance from north to 

fouth.
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fouth. It is íheltered from cvcry wind cx- 
cept from caft-north-eaił to caft-fouth-caft, 
the dircćłion of the entrance into it.—There 
are two harbours within this bay ; one at the 
backof a high bluff point, callcd Zcu-a-tau; 
the other, on the fouth-eaft fide of the bay, 
on a projcćłing ilip of land, by the mouth 
of a river, callcd Ya-ma-too.

The fquadron remained one day in this 
bay, having procurcd new pilots ;—but on 
Sunday the twenty-firft of Juiy, they madę 
fail through the paifage betwecn Cape Zcu- 
a-tau and the ifland, kccping rather clofer 
to the former than the latter.—There was a 
bay, a littlc to the weftward of the moft 
northcrly point of Zcu-a-tau, in which fc- 
vcral veflels were feen to enter. This has 
bcen laid down by fomc miffionarics as a 
fafc and convcnicnt harbour.—After clear- 
■ng the caft point, they fłecrcd a courfc from 
north to north-weft, kccping the coaft 
pretty weil on board. On the evening they 
l’aulcd round a proje&ing hcad-land, which,

Q 3 with
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with a bluff point due weit from this, 
diftant about eight miles, form the outrance 
of Tcn-choo-foo bay, in which the íquadron 
anchorcd in feven fatlioms water.

I

The anchoragc being foul, by reafon of 
íhells and hard ground, the Clarence was im- 
mcdiatcly ordered to procecd to Mi-a-tau to 
examine its harbour. In the interim, an of- 
ficer was font to the Governor of Ten-choo- 
foo, to notify the arrivai and purport of the 
fquadron ; who,whcn hc hcard thcEmbaffa- 
dor was on board the Lion, inftantly fent off'a 
prefentof frefh provifions,and fome fruit, and 
went afterwards in perfon to compliment his 
Excellency. The Governor had allumerons 
train of attendants, onc of whom difplaycd, 
on the quarter-dcck, an inftance of the moft 
abjcćł fervility, to the great furprize of the 
Engliíh fpcćłators. Hc had occafion to com- 
municate fomething to the Governor as hc 
pafled along the deek, and hc inftantly 
thrcw himfelf upon his knecs, and remained 
jn that degrading pofturc all the time he was 

talking 
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talking with him. The Governor’s counte- 
nance was not thc leaił movcd, and it was 
cafy to perceive, that it was thc ufual man- 
ner in whicli he was accofted.

The Governor did not fail to invite the 
Embaffador and his fuite, in the mort prefl- 
ing manner, to entertainments and plays on 
fhorc. He wiihcd for an opportunity of 
fhewing his Exccllcncy, on a fmall fcale, 
what a magnificent réception was preparing 
for him by his Sovereign againił his arrivai 
at thc court of Pekin.

To a nation likc thc Chineic, among 
whom fubordination in thc varions ranka 
and degrees of fociety is obferved with un- 
remitting iłrićtncfs ;—who look up to the 
throne with thc profoundeft vénération, and 
whofe minds wcrc about to bc impreffed, 
bom thc imperious cxamplc of their Sove­
reign, with the higheit degrec of confidcra- 
tion for thc Engliih nation, herctoforc held, 
>1 not in contempt, at leafł in difcftccm, it 
Was a matter of thc higheft importance, that 

Q 4 thc
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tlíc individuals who compofcd the Embaffy, 
ihould adopt fuch a cautions and circum- 
fpeétivc conduit as ihould avoid giving of- 
fence where it was fo cafily takcn ; and alfo 
cndeavour to root out their préjudices, and 
conciliatc their cfłccm, by cxamples of civi- 
lity, courtcfy, and morał rcititude.

As the fquadron was now pretty far ad- 
yaneed in the Yellow Sca, and likely foon to 
arrive at its place of deiłination, his Exccl- 
lency judged it expedient to caufe a paper to 
be difpcrfcd throughout the fleet, tending to 
put thofc perfons, who compofcd the Em- 
bafly, on their guard witłi refpcil to their 
generał dcmcanor. This paper, whicli was 
publicly rcad to the crews and paflengers of 
cach fliip, purported, that the fucccfs of the 
Embafly depended on gainingthe good-will 
of the Chincfc ; that this might alfo dé­
pend on the ideas entertained by them of 
the difpofition and conduit of the Engliih 
nation, now to be judged of by their bcha- 
viour ; that the unfavourablc, impreflions 

retained 
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retaîncd by thc Chinefc againft thc Englifli 
for irrcgularities herctoforc committcd at 
Canton, ftampiug them as thc worft of 
Europcans, could only bc cffaccd by a con­
duit diametrically oppofitc ; and fuch a con­
duit only was likcly to cradicatc that fcttled 
enmity ; that thc mcancft of thc Chinefc 
wcrc fupportcd by thcir fupcriors in ail their 
différences with foreigners ; and, if nccef- 
fary, wcrc rcady to avenge his blood, of 
which a fatal inítancc had happened, not 
long fince, to an Englifhman, who moft in- 
noccntly, and very unintcntionally, deprived 
a Chinefc of life ; hc thcrcforc rccommend- 
cd particular caution and mildnefs in every 
intcrcourfc or accidentai meeting with thc 
pooreft individual of thc country.

His Exccllcncy, who was convinccd therc 
Was no ncceflity for rccommcnding to Sir 
Erafmus Gower to make fuch régulations, 
as prudence might diitate on thc occafion, 
for thc perfons under his immédiate com- 
Piand, nor to Captain Macintofh for the of- 

ficcrs
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ficers and crew of thc Hindoftan, trufted 
alfo that the propriety and cxpedicncy of 
maintaining the credit of thc Engliih namc 
would fecurc thcir voluntary obcdicncc ; 
and that thc famc incentives would producc 
fimilar effcćts on cvcry pcrfon concerncd in 
thc Embaffy.

His Excel lency declarcd, that as hc fhould 
bc prompt to encourage and report thc good 
conduit of thofe who merited commcnda- 
tion, fo he fhould bc cqually ready, in cafe 
of mifcondućt, to report with cqual exacti­
tude, and to fufpend or difmifs thc viol'ators ; 
and that, ihould injury bc offered or donc 
to a Chincfe, or a mifdemeanor of any kind 
be committed, punifhable by the laws of 
China, they wcrc not to expcit him to 
interfère with a vicw of mitigating or ward- 
ing off thcir feverity.

His Exccllcncy had a firm reliance on 
Lieutenant-Colonel Benfon, Commandant 
of his guard, that hc would ftriitly watch

over 
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ovcr thc conduit of that body ; tliat he 
would caufe them to be excrcifed in all 
military évolutions, and fufter nonc to bc 
abfcnt without ípccial leave, and in urgent 
cafes. His Excellency prayed, in thc moft 
carncít manner, that no perfon whatever 
bclonging to thc íliips might bc permitted, 
■—and he ftriitly enjoined that his fuite, his 
guard, and mechanics, íliould not prefume 
to öfter for fale, or propofe to purchafc the 
fmallcft article of merchandize, as thc leaft 
appearancc of traffic would compromife thc 
dignity and importance of thc Embafíy.

His Excellency took occaíion farther to 
obfcrvc, that however impellcd by a feníč 
of duty to promote thc objeits of his mif- 
fion, and to infpcit into thc conduit, and 
puniíli thc crimes of thofe whofe improper 
behaviour, or difobcdicnce of orders, íliould 
either endanger or retard thc fucccfs of thc 
Embafty, or tarniíli thc credit of the En- 
gliíh charačter ; he íliould on thc other 
hand, bc always happ) to be ablc to report 

and 
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and reward thc merit, as well as to advance 
thc intcreft and gratify thc wifhcs of every 
perfon, as far as was compatible with thc 
honour and wclfarc of the public.

It may bc plcafant to thc reader to be in- 
formcd, that this paper produccd thc dcfircd 
cffcćt on the pcrfons to whom it was ad- 
dreffcd. Thcir condućl was mcritorious 
and exempláry, and met with thc approba­
tion of thc Embaffador, of which his Excel- 
lency madę a favourable report. It was fuch 
as was alfo highly cxtollcd by a Mandarine 
of rank, who conftantly accompanicd the 
Embafly, and who dcclarcd, that an cqual 
number of Chincfe taken from thc different 
ranks of focicty, would not hâve behaved 
themfclvcs in a more orderly or dccorous 
manner.

The next objcét of importance was, to 
know whether thc fquadron could bc fafely 
fhcltcrcd in thc harbour of Mi-a-tau. The 
officer who had been thither in thc Cla­
rence to rcconnoitrc, foon after returned,

and 
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and reportcd that that harbour did not af- 
ford thcm a fccure retreat, on account of a 
dangcrous recf of rocks that lay off thc caft 
cnd of thc caiłcnimoft of the Mi-a-tau 
iflands, callcd Chan-fan, which could not 
be approachcd by thc fquadron ncarer than 
wherc thcrc wcrc ninc fathoms watcr. The 
Clarence, however, anchorcd in feven fa­
thoms, in clayey ground, within a mile of 
thc fhorc.—The ifland was three miles long, 
and ncarly as many broad ; and was popu- 
lous and well cultivated.

From this report it was determined, by 
Sir Erafmus Gower, to fend an officer, pré­
viens to thc fquadron’s fading to the gulf of 
Pekin, to furvey the mouth of the river 
which feil into it from Ticn-fing, that its 
fafety might be afeertained. The Jackall 
was no fooner difpatched for this purpofc, 
than a ncw pilot was recommcndcd, well 
acquainted with thc fpot in queilion. He 
did not hefitate to affirm there was a com- 
tnodious harbour within fix miles of thc

Pci-ho,
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Pei-ho, or White River, flowing from Tiefl-» 
fing, with water deep enough for the largcit 
vciTels ; and he drew a /ketch of the place. 
As this man appeared to be more ikilful in 
nautical affairs than the other pilots, much 
confidence was placed in him, and it was 
rcfolvcd to enter the gulf without farther 
delay.

The fijuadron got under way in the af- 
ternoon of the twenty third of July, keep- 
ing the Mi-a-tau iflands on the right. The 
wcathcr moderato and elear ; and the wind 
eafterly. Soundings through the day from 
fifteen to ninc fathoms.

Wcdnefday the twenty fourth, the wind 
fouth-eaft with moderato breczes and elear 
wcather. Early in the morning the found- 
ings dccrcafed from fourteen to nine fa­
thoms ; and afterwards to fix and a half 
fathoms. The Clarence, which had bcen 
font a head, fired fevcral mu/kets as fignals 
of danger. The ihips worc, and Rood off 
to caft-iôuth-caft.

Thurfday
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Thurfday thc twcnty fifth, light breczcs 
from thc fouth and fouth-wcft, with elear 
wcathcr. Standing a little to thc fouth- 
ward of weft, under cafy fail, thc water 
íhoaled from fifteen to feven fathoms. At 
midnight, having ftccrcd towards thc weft, 
thc Clarence made thc lignai of danger ; 
thc fhips hauled their wind to thc fouth- 
caft, and thc Lion foon got into from fix, 
to ten fathoms.

In thc morning ofFriday thc twcnty ftxth 
of July, violent fhowers of rain, and in thc 
evening tremendous claps of thunder, with 
continuons vivid Halbes of lightning.—The 
Jackall was difeovered returning from thc 
weft ward, environ cd withnumerous Chinefe 
junks; and from Lieutenant, now Captain, 
Campbcll’s report, who had becn fent to 
explore, it appeared that no fccurc harbour 
was to be found on thc fhores of thc river 
Pci-ho.

The Jackall, in going up thc river, was 
hailed. by ibmc Chinefe foldiers in a boat, 

who 
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who dcflrcd her to caft anchor. Soon after 
a Mandarine, with fevcral attendants, came 
on board; and bcing aíTured íhe bclonged 
to the Embafly, inquircd after the Embaf- 
fador, and what prefents he had brought for 
his Imperiál Majefty. When hc had ob- 
tained ali the information he could as to 
the number and flze of the íhips, and how 
many guns they carricd, hc clofcd his inter- 
rogatorics bydeclaring, that the Emperor had 
given fpccial orders for the réception and ac­
commodation of the Embafly, and that hc 
wonld provide whatever might bc wanted. 
In the mcan time the gentlemen of the 
Jackall acceptcd an invitation, and wcrc 
hofpitably entertained on íhore; but fłrićłly 
rc-examincd on the former points.—The 
Mandarine alfo inquircd rcfpeéting the mer- 
chandizc brought for falc at Pekin, and of- 
fered to get them dcpofitcd in the four 
chriftian churchcs. Trade and an Engliíh- 
man wcrc, in the mind of a Chinefc, fo 
aflbciatcd, that nothing could cxcccd his 
furprize on bcing told that they had no 
goods for fale, that the perfons of the Em- 

bafly 
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bafly were not merchants ; and that mcn of 
war ncvcr carried out, nor dealt in, any kind 
ot merchandize.

The Mandarines being informed that the 
fliips wcrc too large to crofs the bar, gave 
Orders for a fuflîcient number of junks to 
be got ready to bring the prefents, and paf- 
fengers, and baggage, on fhorc. An exten- 
flve building, uear the rivcr’s mouth, had 
bcen prepared for the Embaflador’s récep­
tion, fuppofing he would hâve rcmained 
thcrc ibmc days to rccover himfelf from fa­
tigue; and his Exccllency had the choice of 
travelling to Pékin in a fedan chair, in a 
two-wheclcd carriagc, or in a commodious 
Vcflcl by water.

Soon after the Jackall’s return, a prodi- 
Çious quantity of livc-ftock, fruit and vege- 
tablcs were brought to the fquadron in 
Junks; and not being able to ftow away the 
wholc, the furplus was ncccflarily returned. 
^be following is a lift of the articles.—- 
J'wcnty bullocks, a hundred and twenty

R flieep, 
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fhccp, a hundrcd and twcnty hogs, a hun­
drcd fowls, a hundrcd ducks, a hundrcd and 
fixty bags of flour, fourtc.cn chcfts of bread, 
a hundrcd and fixty bags of common ricc, tcn 
chcfts of rcd ricc, tcn chcfts of white ricc, tcn 
chcfts of fmall ricc, tcn chcfts of tea, twcnty 
two boxes of dried pcachcs, twcnty two boxes 
of fruit preferved with fugar, twcnty two 
chcfts of pluma and applcs, twcnty two boxes 
of ochrus, twcnty two boxes of other vege- 
tablcs, forty bafkets of large cucumbcrs, a 
thoufand fqnafhcs, forty bundlcs of lettucc, 
twcnty mcafurcs of peafe in pods, a thou­
fand water melons, thrcc thoufand muik 
melons, bçfidcs a fcw jars of fwcct winc and 
fpirituous liquors; together with tcn chcfts 
of candies, and thrcc bafkets of porccluin. 
Not only hère, but alfo at Turon bay, 
Chu-fan, and Tcn-choo-foo, the fquadron 
cxpericnccd the famé hofpitality; and they 
werte gratuitoufly fupplied without having 
been prcviouily demanded.

Two Mandarines of rank, one in the ci­
vil, the other in the military department, 

numcrouily 
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numcroufly attçnded, came to thc Lion to 
congratulate the Embailador in thc Empe- 
ror’s name, and in thcir own, on his fafe 
arrivai, aftcr fo long and pcrilous a naviga­
tion ; and informcd him thcy wcrc ordered 
hy thcir fovercign to accompany him to 
court. The civil Mandarin, whofe family 
name was Chow, had thc title of Ta-zhin, 
or great man annexed to it. Ile bore thc ho­
noráry diiłinćłion of a blue globe placcd 
Upon his bonnet.

The name of thc militai'y Mandarine, 
who had a brave, open countenancc, was 
f^an; but he, too, had the addition of Ta- 
zhin, or great man. His valour had been 
confpicuous in battlc; he had rcccivcd many 
Sounds, and was not only honoured with 
the red globe upon his bonnet, but had alfo 
fupcradded a peacôck’s feather, taken front 
the tail. He was celcbrious for his ikill in 
ilrchcry, the bow and arrow being ftill in 
l,fc thcrc, and gencrally preferred to firc- 
strnts, Thcfe gentlemen wcrc received on

R 2 board 
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board thc Lion with cvcry mark of atten­
tion and rcfpcd. A third perlon of high 
rank, of a Tartar race, had alfo been ap- 
pointed by thc Empcror as a principal le- 
gate, to attend the Embaffador; but being 
very timid of the fca, waited to rcceivc his 
Exccllency on fhorc.

Bctwccn thc higheft Mandarine or prime 
miniíter, and thc lowcft conftable, therc 
are ninc claífes, all vefted with different de- 
grees of authority. Each clafs is diftin- 
guiíhcd by a drefs pcculiar to itfelf, as well 
as by thc colour and matcrials of thc fmall 
globe or bail worn upon the bonnet. Thus 
it is that they may bc known by ítrangers, 
and are pointed out to thc peoplc; by which 
a proper rcfpcét is always paid to their per- 
fons, and duc obédience to their refpedivc 
Orders.—Mandarines, it is alfo faid, háve a 
a gnard of infantry and cavalry always at 
command. Thefe guards refide in tents 
pitchcd around thc manfions of their maf- 
ters.

Inquiry
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Inqutry was made by thc two Manda­
rines, whether thc letter brought by the 
Embaflador for thc Emperor was rendered 
into Chinefe, and what werc its contents, 
in order that they might be ablc to tranfmit 
to Pekin every poflible information relative 
to thc EmbafTy.—As this queftion was not 
urged on thc authority of thc court, the an- 
fwer given was, that thc original, with its 
tranflation, wcre lockcd up togethcr in a 
gold box, to be delivered into the hands of 
the Emperor.

But with regard to thc prefents, after 
Which they feduloufly inquired, they wcre 
formally inftrućłcd to demand a lift of them, 
to be forwarded to thc Emperor. An ordi- 
nary catalogue could ncither point out their 
Qualities, nor their worth; nor be comprc- 
hvndcd by any tranflation.—They wcre, 
therefore, deferibed, by circumlocution, in 
all thc pomp of oriental ftyle.

I he prefents confiftcd of an orrery, a rc- 
flefting tclcfcopc, a celeftial and a terreftrial

R 3 globe, 



246 EMBASSY

globe, fcveral Chronometers or time pièces, 
an air pump, a machine exhibiting the me­
dianie powers, fivc pièces of brafs ordnancé, 
mufkets, piftols, fword blades, a conipleat 
model of a firft rate man of war of a hundred 
and ten guns, ornamented vafes, varions 
kinds of earthen wäre, a large burning glafs, 
a pair of magnifîccnt glafs luilrcs, fpecimens 
of the produirions of the manufaélures of 
Great Britain in wool, cotton, flcel, and 
other metals, reprefentations of fcvcral ci- 
tics, towns, churches, feats, gardons, caf- 
tlcs, bridges, lakcs, volcanos, and antiqui- 
tics, of battlcs by fea and land, dock-yards 
or places for building ihips, horfc-raccs, bull- 
fighting, and of moit other objeéls curions 
or rcmarkablc in the dominions of his Bri- 
tannic Majefty, and other parts of Europe ; 
alfo of fomc of the moit eminent perfons, 
including the royal family of Great Britain ; 
the reprefentations thcmfelves being monu­
ments of the arts by which they are made 
in their prefent advaneed fiate.

The defeription at large, as it appears in 
the 
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thc original work, was tranílated into Chi- 
ncfe, and donc into Latin by Mr. Hiitncr, 
tutor to Maftcr Staunton; as had alfo bccn 
his Majcfty’s letter to the Empcror, for thc 
purpofe of giving tlíc miffionaries au oppor- 
tunity of corrcéting anymiihikc which might 
háve bccn committcd in thc Chinefe traní- 
lation,—which, howcvcr, was undcrítood 
fufficicntly by thc two Mandarines to excite 
thcir admiration of its contents.—Orders 
wcrc given to prépare a nutnbef of junks to 
convey the wholc acrofs thc bar, after which 
they were to bc tranfhippcd into different 

■ Vcffcls, better adapted for the navigation of 
thc river; other junks were provided to con- 
Vey the perfons and baggage of thc Embaffy 
froni thc fliips to thc river, whcrc proper 
vcffcls were alfo ready to reçoive them.

The fea junks, which attended thc ihips 
were to thc number of thirty, each about 
two hundred tons burden. The hold, by 
nican of partitions, is dividcd into twelve 
cotnpartments. The compofition ufcd for 
Caulking thc feams is made of lime and oil?

R 4 w ith 
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with fomc fcrapings of bamboo.—Tt is vcry 
glutinous, foon acquires folidity, is not com- 
buftiblc, and is impénétrable to water.

The weather was cxcecdingly favourablc 
for tranfhipping the prefents and baggage ; 
for though donc in the open fea, they did 
not fuftain the leaft damage. The ftormy 
feafon, however, was approaching faft, and 
fomething was to bc refolvcd on to providc 
for the fafety of the fquadron, their prefent 
fituation being inéligible. With refpcćł to 
the Hindoftan, it was thought dcfirable in 
hcr way home to touch at Chu-fan, pro- 
vided leave could bc obtained at Pekin for 
that purpofe, which it was intended Cap- 
tain Macintoih, by accompanying the Em- 
baflador, fhould folicit in perfon. Ile could 
not only procure thcre tcas and filks on bet- 
ter terms than at Canton, but on his way 
to rejoin his fliip, hc might hâve an oppor- 
tunity of obferving the mode of fabricating 
the articles he ufually carried from China, 
of which the Eaft India Company was anxi- 
ous to gain information. His Exccllcncy

rccom- 
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rccommended Sir Erafmus Gowcr to pré­
pare to condućł the fquadron, either to the 
Bay of Ki-fan-feu, or to that of Chu-fan, 
wherc proper convenicncies might be pro- 
cured for the fick, and refrcihmcnts for the 
crews ; but trufted that the neccilary fup- 
ply of provifions would be paid for, and that 
no prefents would be allowcd to come on 
board for individuals,

Whilc thefe préparations were making, 
under orders frotn the commander to his 
officcrs, his Ęxcellcncy wiíhed to hâve the 
fatisfaćłion of his company to Pekin. One 
of the brigs was to rejnain in the river Pei- 
ho to takc him to the Lion, after which his 
Excellcncy requefted that Sir Erafmus 
Would quit the coaft of China, and not to 
reviíit it till theenfuing month of May ; the 
»nterval of which was filled up with gene­
rał inftrudions of what ports hc was to 
touch at, obferving to be at Macao, to mcct 
the Embafiador in the beginning of the fol- 
Lwing May.

Sir
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Sir Erafmus Gowcr bcgged to décline the 
propofal of going to Pekin, dccming his pre- 
fence with the fquadion indifpenfably nccef- 
fary.—He fhould return to one of the bays. 
mentioned, and aftcr the health of the 
Crews wcrc re-cftablifbcd, procccd to ac- 
complifli the objefts contained in the in- 
iłrućtions, for the public advantagc. T he 
Mandarines having becn applicd to, procured 
from the Viccroy letters to cnfurc good 
treatment for the Lion.—The Embaflador 
and his fuite wcrc now preparing to quit her, 
on whofe dcparturc the crcw checrfully 
obeyed the Orders of their commander, to 
man the yards as a token of efteem; loud 
chccrs wcrc given, and a general falutc from 
the fhips fired, which was a novel fpcćłacle 
to the gaping Chincfc.

It was on Monday the fifth of Auguft» 
1793, that the Embaflador, and the gentle­
men bclonging to the Embafly, embarked on 
board the Clarence, Jackall, and Endeavour 
brigs for the Pci-ho river ; the fervants, 

guards. 
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guards, muficians, and othcr attendants, 
went with thc baggage and prefents in the 
junks.—The wind being favourable, they 
croiTed thc bar in a fcw hours, and in the 
afternoon came to, for a íliort time, on the 
íouthern bank óf the river, oppofite a fmall 
village callcd Tung-coo, which being a 
military poft, the troops werc drawn up 
as a mark of rcfpeét to his Excellcncy. 
Erom this place the vcflcls werc draggcd or 
trailed along, by men upon the rivers’ 
banks, to another village named Scc-coo, 
and thence to a town callcd Ta-coo, wherc 
a grcat number of yachts and other boats 
Werc lying rcady for the accommodation of 
thc Em bafly.

As thc learned author of the Embafly to 
China has not thought proper to give a de­
scription of thc Naval Procejjion on this ex- 
traordinary occafion, our rcaders may not be 
difpleafed at our having fupplicd this defi- 
Cicncy, which wc underítand was as follows :

Firß,
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Firß, The grand Mandarine and his 
fuite in fivc large covcred 
barges ;—afterwards in

Yacht, No. I. His Exccllency thc Earl of 
Macartney.

2. Sir George Staunton, Bart.
Sccrctary, and Mr. Staun­
ton, Page of thc Embafly.

3. Mr. Plumb, thc Chinefe In­
terpreter.

■4. Lient. Col. Benfon, Licut. 
Parifh, and Licut. Crewe.

5. Capt. Macintofh of thc Hin-
doftan, Mr, Maxwell, Sc- 
cretary to thc Embaflador, 
I)r. Gillan, Phyfician, and 
Mr. Hiitner, Preceptor to 

’ Mafter Staunton.
6, Mr. Barrow, Mathematician,

Comptrollcr of thc Houfc- 
hold,&c. Mr.Windcr, Joint 
Sccrctary of thc Embafla- 
dor, and Mr. Baring, io» 
of Sir Francis Baring.

Yacht,
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Yacht, No. 7. Dr. Scott, Surgeon to the 
Embafly, Dr. Dinwiddie, 
Profeffor of Aftronomy,&c. 
Mr. Hickcy, Portrait Painter. 
and Mr. Alexander, Draftf- 
man.

Laßty, Fivc other large junks which 
contained the mechanics, 
foldiers, and fervants, elofed 
the procefiion.

The yacht prepared for the réception of 
the Embaii'ador, into which hc entered on 
their arrivai ofFTa-coo, was fpacious, richly 
ornamented, and contained a grcater num- 
her of glafs panes than the other yachts; 
'vhofe windows, inftead of being glazed, 
"'vere filled up with a tranfparent kind of 
Papcr, fabricated in Corca from cotton, and 
ls not eafily affeéled by rain or any other 
Heather. His Exccllcncy’s apartment com- 
prifed moft of the veiïcl, and confifted of an 
anti-chamber, a faloon, a bed-chambcr, and 
a clofet. The faloon was furniíhed with a 
hpurc fopha, or fiat of honour, fuch as are

mét 
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met with in the maniions of the chief Man­
darines, which they always occupy on giving 
audience.—On each fide of the yacht, frorri 
head to ftern, was conftrućlcd a gangway, . 
projcéting two feet beyond the gunwale. 
Upon this the crew manœuvred the vcflel ; 
and by it the domeftics wcrc prevented 
from paffing through the principal rooms. 
—The cabin allottcd for the crew was ncxt 
the item, in a corner of which was a fmall 
altar, with an idol upon it, and around it' 
perfumed matches wcrc kept conftantly 
burning.

Befides the Embaffador’s, thcrc wcrc fix- 
teen other yachts in the proceflîon, indepen­
dent of lighters for convcying the prefents 
and luggage ; and the junks for the accom­
modation of Mandarines of varions tanks, as 
well as other Chincfc, ordered to attend on 
the occafion, werc cqual in number to thofe 
which compofed the Embafly.—Many of 
the yachts were cighty feet long ; and not- 
withftanding they werc cncumberçd with 
upper-Works, drew only eighteen inches 

watep 
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water. The cabins in them wcre lofty and 
•dry ; above them were berths for thc crew ; 
bencath—lockers for iłowage. Some had 
ćoloured curtains on thc outiidc, rcaching 
from iłem to ftern, to kcep out thc fun, and 
fliutters to ward off thc rain.—Some of 
thefc boats, in which were fevcral cooks, 
containcd provifions for the Embafl'ador’s 
table, to prccludc thc ncccfiity of going on 
thore, or prevent procralłination whenever 
thę wind and tidc were favourablc for their 
paffage.

Every magnificence was difplayed out of 
compliment to thcEmbaffy. A confidcrablc 
guard had been appointed to attend the Em- 
baffador on ihore, but the yachts could cach 
(>nly takc in a fmall number. One ofthefe 
a‘ways accompanicd an European on ihore ; 
bis prefence, while it elaimed for thc ftran- 
ger govcrnincnt protection, might alfo hâve 
been intended as a fpy upon his aćłions.

I he tranfliipping of thc luggage, of 
wbiçh thcrc wcre fix hundred packages, 

occupicd 
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occupicd nearly three days. Whilc tliís 
was doing, thc chief dircétors of thc route, 
Chow-ta-zhin and Van-ta-zhin, made oc- 
cafional complimcntary vifits to thc Embaf- 
fador, as well as to fee that he was propcrly 
accommodated. Their politenefs extended 
to thc principal gentlemen of thc Embaffy, 
whowcrc likcwife honoured with vifits of 
civility. The inferior Mandarines wcrc not 
lefs attentive to thc accommodation and 
comfort of thc palfcngers belonging to thc 
Embaíly, and even thc Chinefc foldiers and 
íailors evinccd a difpoíition to plcafc beyond 
tlíc ordinary line of duty.

The gentlemen in cach yacht wcrc ferved, 
after thc manner of thc caft, with a fcparatc 
table, in which faint attempts wcrc made to 
Imitate Engliíli cookery. Stewing, how- 
ever, was their moft ufual method of prc- 
paring animal food, of which beef and pork 
wcrc thc moft plcntiful. The meat was 
eut into fmall fquarc pièces ; vcgctablcs of 
various kinds wcrc mixed with it, and fca- 
íbned and ferved up with piquant lavoury 

fauccs.
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fauces. They had abundance of thc com- 
tnon fowls of Europe ; but the greatcft de- 
licacy, and moft coítly article of the table, 
'vas the fwallow’s ncft, defcribed in page 
13g, and the fins of íharks. Both theíe 
yiclded abundance of rich nutritious juiccs, 
but, likc thc turtle, werc neceflarily drefled 
with ítrong fpiccs to rcnder thcm zcftful.

Roafting, it appcarcd, was very little prac- 
tifcd in China; inthis mode of cookingoil was 
oiade ufe of, which not only gave a high glofs, 
like varniíh, to the méat, but proved fingu- 
larly unpleafant to thc palatě.—The Man­
darines, howcvcr, imagining roafl-mcat 
'vould be acceptable, gave orders to their 
Cooks to préparé fomc in this way ; and 
pigs, turkeys, and geefe were brought wholc 
upon thc table.

Baking was as fcldom put in praétice as 
’oafting ; indeed, not a proper oven was per- 
ceivcd in this part of the country. Boilcd 
‘■ce isgencrally ufcd at mcals as bread. Its 
f xpanfion in boiling facilitâtes its digeftion,

S and 
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and renders it as wholcfomc as fcrmentcd 
dęugh ; but though thcy do not bakę, thcy 

ßeam bread ; and it is donc in thc following 
manncr:

Whcatcn flour, mixed with watcr,is madc 
into cakes ; thefe arc put upon latticed 
fhelves, fixed within a framc of wood, of a 
convcnicnt fizc, open only at thc bottom : 
This framc is then placcd over a vcflel of 
boiling water, thc fteam of which, afeend- 
ing through the lattice-work, caufes thc 
cakes to rife or fwcll to thc fize of a com- 
mon orange, leaving a thin, foftiíh cruił over 
thc whole furface. In this iłatc thcy arc 
catcn by the Chinefc ; but when fliced and 
toafted, thcy were a tolerable fubiłitutc for 
hard-baked bread.—Somc of thefe cakes 
were rendered very palatable by thc admix- 
turc of aromatic feeds.—Thcir ilour is ob- 
taincd moiłly from buck-wheat, which (as 
well as thc other fpccies) is eultivated in 
many provinces of China.—It is perfcćłly 
whitc when feparated from thc bran.

Jars
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Jars of wine, or rathcr of vinous liquor, 
were diftributed among ail the yachts ; but 
it was generally difliked. It was of a yel- 
lowiih colour, by no means pellucid, and of 
an acefcent quality. The Chinefe feemed 
to have been better acquainted with the art 
of diftillation; for the fpirit fupplied was 
Vcry palatable. Its ftrength excecdcd the 
cornmon proof ; it was perfećlly elear or tran- 
fparent, and void of empyreumatic odour. 
Fhis fpirit, in the fouthern provinces, was 
diftillcd from rice ; in the northern—from 
millet, and was called by the Chinefe ßiow- 
choo, or hot wine.

Fruits of various kinds, fuch as, peaches, 
plums,apples,pears, grapes, oranges and apri- 
cots, were regularly fupplied ; and, as might 
be expeded, green and bohea tea in abund- 
anec. Its tafte, however, was not rcliíhcd fo 
Well as the London tea, owing, perhaps, to its 
having been rcccntly gathered.—Thcir green 
tea was imported, chicfly, from the province 
°f Kiang-nan, and the bohea from that of 
l'o-chicn. The Chinefe, in general, ufc no

S 2 fugar
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fugar in their tca ; and cven tca among the 
lowcr clafs appcarcd to be a luxury. — 
Loaf fugar was unknown herc, nor did they 
import the cryftallizcd fugar of Cochin­
china ; but the province of Fo-chien fup- 
plicd theni witli brown fugar and fugar- 
candy.

An intcrchaiigc of vifits took płace bc- 
tween the Embaflador and the Viccroy of 
the province, as vénérable in ycars as rc- 
fmed in manners. He was of the higheft 
rank yet feen in the country, and by com- 
rnand of the Emperor, had eonie a hundred 
miles, from his ufual rcfidcncc, to congratu- 
latc his Exccllcncy on his arrivai into the 
territorics of China, and to fuperintend the 
purveyancc of every thing that could rc- 
dound to the honour of the one, or the 
comfort of the other.—In this vifit the con­
traint of eaiłern forins, cfpccially on the 
introduction of tca, was difpcnfcd with, 
and his Exccllcncy was rcccivcd with a dc- 
grcc of cafe, attention and politenefs, fcldom 
furpaffed in the more poliflied courts of 

Europe.
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Europe.—Tea was handed in cups with 
Covers, and oblong fauccrs, without either 
ercam or fugar ; cach cup was infufed fepa- 
ratcly, and the leavcs were left at the bot-» 
tom of the cup.—-A fhort time after the 
Embaflador’s return to his yacht, he re- 
çeivcd, very uncxpeétedly, from the Viceroy, 
a fplcndid repaft, coniifting of twenty-four 
diflics ; and thrcc others, not lefs cxpcnfiyc, 
and of cqual covçrs, wcrc alfo fent to the 
thrcc gentlemen who accompanied his Ex- 
ccllcncy on the vifit,
'î','. u» ' •' ii'iidv bnrjca £ m

The Viceroy refided at the principal 
temple of Ta-cop, confccrated to thp god of 
the fea, under the nąmę of Toang-hai-vaung, 
Or king of the çaftern fca. A reprefenta- 
t>on of a Chinefc Neptune is given in the 
anncxcd plate. In the right hand he holds 
a dolphin, ihewing his power over the inha­
bitants of the océan, and in the other a 
magnet, confcious of his fccurity. His agi- 
tated locks, and difordered bcard, flowing 
ln every direction, fecm to perfonify that 
perturbed element.

S 3 On
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On the morning of thc ninth of AuguÆ, 
cvery neceifary arrangement having takcn 
place, and his Excellcncy’s wifh bcing 
known, the fignal was madc for failing. 
This lignai, always ufed upon the watcr, is 
not made with gnns, but with an inftru- 
ment called in Chinefe loo, and by Euro- 
peans in China, gong. It conflits of circu­
lar rimmcd plates of coppcr, in which thcrc 
is mixed a certain portion of tin, or fpcltcr, 
to make it ibnorous. Thcfc bcing ftruck 
with a wooden mallet, covercd with leathcr, 
émit a found which may bc heard at two 
or three miles’ diftancc. Authoritativc no­
tice, on ihore, cfpccially among troops, is 
madc, not by drums, but by ftriking two 
pièces of hollow bamboo together. The 
drum is no martial inftrumcnt, bcing ufcd 
only in their temples.

The mcandrous courfc of the river, which 
rendered a wind that was fair on one ftreteh, 
foul on another, retardcd the progrefs of the 
EmbaíTy, but afforded a favourable oppor- 
tunity of viewing its banks and circumjaccnt 

places.
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places. Each fide was adorned with plca- 
iant villas and dclightful gardens, and thc 
fields wcrc in thc higheft ftatc of cultiva­
tion; many of them covcrcd with Barbadocs 
millet, holens jbrghum, the tallcft of the ve- 
getablc tribc, growing to thc height of ten 
or twelve feet, and is faid to incrcafc a hun- 
dred fold. At night its banks wcrc fplen- 
didly illuminated with a diverfity of lights, 
from lauterns of tranfparent, party-colourcd 
paper. Lights werc alfo affixed to thc maß 
heads of the vcffcls ; their number and fitu- 
ation denoting thc rank of thofe o-n board. 
Thc fhrill and repeated found of the loo, and 
thc confiant buz and threatening fling of 
mufquitos in thc night time, werc both fin- 
gularly troublcfomc.

Not only during thc firft, but alfo in the 
fécond day’s progrefs up thc Pei-ho, werc 
thc banks lined with innumcrable fpećłators 
°f both fexes, and of all âges; but the river 
itfelf was, litcrally, covcrcd with boats of 
every defeription. Its fhorcs, on onc fidc, 
"vverc crowdcd with ftacks or pyramids of

S 4 falt,
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falt, from two to fix hundrcd fcct long, and 
about fiftccn fect high. Two hundrcd and 
twcnty-two entirc ftacks werc countcd, 
bcfides many othcrs incomplète; which, 
from a nice calculation, were fuppofed to 
contain fix hundrcd millions of pounds 
wcight. This was an article of great reve­
nue to the crown.

On the third day they rcached the port of 
Tien-fing, the general mart for the northern 
provinces of China.—The city is built at the 
confluence of two rivers ; the one, upon 
which the Embafly wastoprocecd toTong- 
choo-foo, was alfo callcd Pei-ho, the other 
Yun-leang-lio. A bridge of boats extended 
acrofs the rivers, which occafionally feparated 
to admit a paflage for vcflcls. Temples, and 
handfomc édifices werc built along the 
quays, contiguous to which werc yards and 
magazines for naval flores ; and fliops and 
warchoufcs for rctalc trade.

A pavilion was crcćłcd in the centre of 
the city, oppofite to which the cmbafladorial

fleet 
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flect ftoppcd. The Viccroy, who had 
come by land froin Ta-coo, was in waiting 
herc for the Embaflador. His Exccllcncy 
difembarkcd, with ail his fuite, attendcd with 
his wholc train of fervants, gnards, and mu* 
ficians, and was received on fhorc by the 
Viccroy and the Legate, mentioned at page 
244, according to the following order of 
paradę :
■Thrcc military mandarines, or principal 

officcrs :
A tent, with a band of mufie outfidc the tent: 

Threc long trumpets :
A triumphal arch :

Pour large green ilandards, with fivc fmall 
ones between each, and bowmcn bç- 

tween each fmall colour :
Six large red ftandards with matchlock 

men, and fivc fmall colours between 
each ftandard :

wo large green ftandards, with fwordfmcn 
between each :

Mufie tent :
Triumphal arch :

A body of Chinefe troops.
At
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At thc upper end of the pavillon, to which 
the Viccroy condu&ed thc Embaflador with 
thc principal gentlemen, was a fanétuary, in 
which thc majefty of the Emperor was fup- 
pofed to be conftantly prefent ; and they 
wcre given to underftand that a refpcćlful 
obédience íhould be paid to that majefty. 
This was according performed by a profound 
inclination of body.

After an interchange of compliments, and 
the accuftomcd rcfrcíhmcnts of tea, and 
fwcctmcats, thc Legate informed thc Em- 
baflador that the Emperor was at his coun­
try rcíidcncc at Zhe-hol, inTartary, at which 
place it was his intention to cclcbratc the 
anniverfary of his birth-day, which happened 
on the thirtccnth of the cighth moon, cor- 
rcfponding with thc fcvcntccnth of Septem­
ber ; and that it was his dcfirc to rcceive thc 
Embaíly in that city.

The Embaflador and thc gentlemen re- 
turned to their rcfpcétivc yachts, and foon 
after a fumptuous repaft, with thc addition
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®f winę, fruit, and fwcctmeats, was fent to 
thcm from thc Viccroy, as hc had done be- 
fore at Ta-coo ; and his hoipitality was cvcn 
cxtended to thc fcrvants of the Embaily, to 
whom hc alfo fcnt a plcntiful dinncr. One 
among thc many inftances of politc attention 
to the Embaflador, was a temporary théâtre, 
which he had caufed to be erećtcd oppoiite 
to his Exccllency’s yacht, whcrc a company 
of comcdians, at varions times of thc day, 
cxhibited dramatic pièces and pantomimes. 
—Boys or cunuchs played thc female cha- 
raćłers.

In thc evening, thc wcathcr proving fa- 
vourable, the yachts and veflels procecdcd 
vp thc Pei-ho. Its fides, in fomc places, 
werc banked up by thc lowcr ftalks of thc 
millet ; in fomc rcachcs—by parapets of eut 
granite, and at others—by caufeways of thc 
famé material ; and fluiccs wcrc made hcrc 
and therc to Ict off water to irrigatc thc ad- 
joining lands. During thc progrefs up thc 
river, they wcrc affiftcd by thc tidc for thirty 
miles from Ticn-fing, whcre it ccafcs to 

flow ; 



2ÜS EM B A SST

flow ; but in light airs, and contrary brcczcs, 
thc Chinefc fâilors frequcntly madc ufc of a 
couple otßveeps, or large oars, which arc ne- 
ver lifted ont of thc water. When rowing 
was impraticable, men werc employed upon 
thc banks to trail thc vcffcls by ropes.— 
Thcrc werc fifteen men to cach yacht, and 
upwards of fivc hundred werc occupicd on 
this fervice.

Ticn-fing, the tranflation of which is hea- 
vcnly fpot, is in length ncarly cqual to Lon­
don, and containcd, by information, feven 
hundred thoufand perfons. Some of thc 
houfes arc built with ftone, but moftly with 
brick, of one ilory only, though thcrc arc 
fomc of two {tories high. Kvery houfe is 
well fillcd, inafmuch as thc exiiting branches 
of thc famé family dwcll in fmall apart- 
ments under thc famé roof.—The beft or 
moft durable bricks arC of a bluiili or lead 
colour ; fomc fcw arc red ; and others pale 
brown.—The lait kind, ufcd for thc mcan 
dwellings, arc only bakcd in thc fun. The 
bluc bricks arc burnt in a kiln by a clofç 

wood
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Wood Tire, thc blaze of which is Hot allowcd 
to touch them ; and thofe which are ex- 
pofed to its flame, acquire a reddiih colour. 
•—In thc making of bricks from thc clay, 
thin layers of llraw are placcd between 
them, without which they would, as tłicy 
dried, run or adhère together ; fo that thc 
Chinefe, like thc children of Ifracl, could 
not make bricks without itraw.

The lands, as on tlic other fidc of Tien- 
fing, wcrc many of them covercd with mil­
let, which with rice, and fume corn, arc thc 
principal objcćłs of cultivation ; yct thc 
pcoplc hâve experieneed thc drcadful effcćts 
of famine from thc deftruétion of locufls, or 
the fall of torrents from thc mountains. In 
fomc fpots wcrc feen growing a fpccics of 
thc dolichos, not very diflimilar to thc kidney 
beau ; in others ficlds of bcans, and various 
kinds of pulfc ; and likewife fefamum, and 
other plants whofe feeds produce oil.— 
Plantations of thc tca trec, of a dwarf fize, 
wcrc alfo deferied. The Icavcs had a ncar 
rcfemblance to a myrtlc. It was the feaibn 
' X for
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for plucking the bloiToms, the fmalleft of 
which, whcn carefully dried, poilefs the 
higheft flavour. Note V.

The number of junks feen upon the river 
was incalculable. Exclufive of thofc builcd 
in the ordinary courfe of commerce, not Icfs 
than a thoufand, of a large fizc, wcrc em- 
ployed in the fervicc of the government be- 
tween Tong-choo-foo and Tien-fing, for the 
purpofe of gathering fuch taxes as were paid 
in kind ; and a part of the corn thus col- 
lećłcd, was depofited in the public granarics 
throughout the Empire.—It is ufual for the 
wives and families of the officcrs and failors 
to live conftantly upon the water. Childrcn 
arc bom, brought up, and fpend their wholc 
lives on board; every land is forcign to them; 
and the water may be called their proper 
element. Each vcflcl, on an average, con- 
tained iii ty perlons ; and cftimating the total 
of the boats at two thoufand, it will appear 
that a hundred thoufand fouis move and live 
only upon the furfacc of that river.

There
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Thcrc arc no bridges thrown acrofs the 
river Pci-ho, as they would obiłrućt the na­
vigation ; but feveral of hcwn itonc, and 
of décent architecture, wcrc feen over 
branches of that river, as well as over canals 
—Near the ruins of one of thefc bridgeś, 
dilapidated by an inundation, itood a large 
palace, in the midft of a garden, inclofcd 
within a wall, having a treblc gâte to the 
water fidc. It was one of the Empcror’s 
feats, and was the occafional rcfidcnce of 
fonie of the family.

Beiides the mufquitos already mentioned, 
there are other infeCts very troublefome, as 
Well on account of their iting, as of the un- 
common noife they make.—Of this laft kind 
Was the cicada, whofe din, produced by the 
Motion of two flaps which covcr the abdo­
men of the male, was a fignal to allure the 
Icmale to amorous dalliance, who is not fur- 
■ftifhcd with thefe flaps.—A fpecics of moth, 
as large as a humming bird, was frequent in 
this quarter,

The
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The travcllcrs, in thcir ílow progrcfs up 
thc river, often quittée! and rejoincd thc 
yachts, to obfcrve more minutcly objcćts on 
fliore which ilruck the fancy. This condućt 
was watchcd with extraorďinary jcaloufy ; 
and they wcrc given to underftand, that this 
freedom was difpleafing to the Legate. In 
ihort, the interpreter difeovered, by fcveral 
vague intimations, occafionally let out in 
familiar converfàtion with the Mandarines, 
that fomc récent dijjat'isfaßiion had bcen con- 
ccived at the court of Pékin againû the 
Englifh nation. Great circumfpcćtion had 
bcen obfcrved by the interpreter, in acquir- 
ing this important information ; nor was it 
without much addrefs that he extorted from 
them thc following explanation.

In thc ycar 1791, thc Emperor of China 
fent an army into the country of Thibet, to 
drive back the Rajah of Napaul, who had 
made predatory excurfions thithcr; and in 
the conteft, his army met with more ob- 
ilaclcs, greater rcfiftancc, and hcavier lofles, 
than had bcen forefeen from fo fccblc an 

cnemy» 
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enemy. Somc of the Chinefe officcrs, mor- 
tified at their ill fucccfs, fancied they faw 
oppofed to them not only Europcan tadics, 
but Europcan foldicrs ; and rcported at 
court, that they perceivcd hais as well as 
turbans among their encmics; and they con- 
"cluded the former muft havc bccn Engliih. 
Thus it had bccn politically and induftrioufly 
reportcd among the pcople of China, that 
thc Engliih had, in the above inftance, adu- 
ally aflbrdcd affiftance.—Though thc Em- 
baffador gave no credit to either fad, hc was 
induccd to bclieve, that thc bare aifertion 
would have thc power to alicnate any pre- 
vious favourable difpofition of the country 
towards the government of Great Britain.

It had been a policy pradifed in the caft, 
prior to a meditated attack on the territorics 
°f a foreign prince, to fend an Embaify thi- 
ther, under thc maik of friendfhip, the better 
to difcover its real Situation and ftrength.— 
The Britifh government knew well with 
'vhat a jealous cyc the Chinefe viewed their 
acquittions in Bengal, and the préjudices 

T which
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which might be raifcd on the fcorc of ambi­
tion ; and thc Embaflador was furniíličd 
with arguments to allay thcir fufpicions ort 
that hcad. But it was not within thc com- 
pafs of human wifdom to forcfce, and prépare 
againft, an imputation of having interfered 
hoftilcly with thearms of China, which had 
never taken place ; nor was it till thc fol- 
lowing ycar, when his Exccllcncy arrivcd at 
Canton, that he was informed from England 
and Calcutta, what werc thc circumftanccs 
upon which an aflertion fo groundlcfs had 
bcen founded. It was notorious, that thc 
Governor General of Bengal condućtcd him- 
fclf, in this bufinefs, with ítriét neutrality, 
and with great propricty and attention to- 
wards thc Emperor of China ; declaring to 
the Rajah of Napaul, that thc only affift- 
ancc hc fhould givc, was to endcavour to 
cxtricate him from a ruinons war, by mcan 
of conciliatory négociation between thc 
commandcrs of thc Thibet and Chinefc 
forces.

It
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It is probable, that if the Embafly in- 
tendcd for China, in the year l/8/> had not 
failed through the prématuré dcath of Co­
lonel Cathcart, then appointed Britifli Mi- 
nifter to the court of Pekin, any mifunder- 
ftanding might hâve been prevented ; or, if 
even the circumftanccs conncéted with the 
Thibet war had arrived at Canton before the 
prefent Embafladôr quitted its vicinity to 
procced to Tien-fing, it is poflible it might 
hâve been in his power to réfute the ca- 
lumny. His Exccllency took pains to, and 
abfolutcly did convince the principal Man­
darines and Chincfe Officers of State, that 
the flory was unfounded ; but he was not 
able to cfFcćł fo much with the Tartar Le­
gate, over whom the others had no influence; 
who alonc was allowcd to corrcfpond with 
the govcrnmcnt, and who evineed no difpo- 
fition to make a favourable or juft reprefen- 
tation of the Englifh or the Embafly. The 
Legate, cither from miftruft or malcvolcncc, 
even rcfüfcd to fend the Embaflador’s let- 
ters to Sir Erafmus Gower, by the meflen- 
gers of govcrnmcnt, though he knew his

T 2 Exccllency
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Excellcncy had had the honour of rcceiving 
a packet from the Emperor. Without the 
Legatc’s permiflion, there was no mode of 
conveying any intelligence whatever ; of 
courfe, he was fccludcd from correfponding 
with the Company’s Cömmiffioners at Can­
ton. Thus the moft neccffary intercourfc 
was obftruded, without the leaft profped of 
redrefs ; inafniuch as- the Legate was the 
intimate créature of Collao, the prime mi- 
niftcr of the Empire, whofe fentiments wcre, 
doubtlefs, in perfed unifon.

It may be proper to obferve, in this place, 
that the government of China bas not efta- 
blifhcd any mode of conveying letters of 
corrcfpondcncc for the convcniency of the 
pcople. The Emperor only reçoives and 
fends exprejjès, which arc convcyed on horfe- 
back to and from every part of his extenfive 
dominions, at the rate çf a hundred and fifty 
miles a day.—For the ordinary cxigcncies of 
government, as well as for the ufc of the 
Mandarines and ofhcers of ftatc, there arc 
flower couricrs appointed, who arc fome- 

times,
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tîmcs, though rarcly, permitted to carry 
Icttcrs or packcts to individuals. But in­
formation is conveycd to, or with-held from, 
the body of the pcoplc juft as thc govcrn- 
mcnt may deem it expedient.

The perverfe circumftances above men- 
tioncd augured an unfavourable fucccfs to 
the Embafly, which was proceeding, but 
ilowly, towards thc capital. The river being 
íhallow, much mud, or diluted clay, was 
difturbcd from thc bottom ; and this, added 
to what was occafionally wafhcd down into 
it from thc mountains, rendered the water 
turbid and feareely potable. The Chincie, 
however, bave an caiy mode of refining it.— 
A fmall quantity of allum is put into,the 
hollow joint of a bamboo, in which lève­
rai perforations are made. A convcnicnt 
quantity of water being taken from the 
river, it is to bc ftirred about thrcc or four 
minutes with this bamboo ; by which thc 
allum unités with thc carthy particlcs, and 
précipitâtes them to the bottom of thc vciïcl, 
Icaving the water pure and transparent.

T 3 The
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The Chincfe of rank ufc diftillcd watcr 
for their own confumption ; and even thc 
lowcr clafles nevcr drink it till tca or fonie 
other falubrious herb has bccn infufcd in it. 
—Not only is this infufion drunk hot, as 
common beverage, but cven winc and cvery 
other liquid is madc warm bcforc taken. 
The famę mode prevails in thc hot climatc 
of Hindoftan.—The Chincfe, however, en- 
joy, in the hcat of fummer, thc gratcful 
coolnefs of ice ; but it is principally with 
fruits and fwcctmcats.

Notwithftanding tca is thc common be­
verage of all thc Chincfe, and is prefented 
to vifitors at all hours ; yet thcrc are fome, 
cfpccially in thc northern provinces, who arc 
fond of fpirituous liquors, and arc difpofcd 
to be very convivial. The Mandarines feem- 
cd to indulgc in luxury; they madc, daily, 
fcvcral meals of animal food, highly fea- 
foned; cach repaft confifting of manycourfcs. 
The intervals wcrc employed in fmoking, 
and chcwing thc arcca nut.

The
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The Ch i liefe of rank arc in general cour- 
teous, familiar, and affable ; but they arc 
vain and national.—The two Mandarines 
who had the dircétion of the Embaffy, took 
much plcafure in fatisfying the inquirics 
made refpcding their own country. The 
JuCgate was more taciturnous, and feldom 
entered into convcrfation with the Embaf- 
fador, who, very prudcntly, forborc to aik 
queftions about China in his prefence. He 
vifitcd his Excellcncy pretty often, though 
he travelled, in great pomp, part of the way 
by land, in a fedan chair, preccded by foldicrs 
and fervants clearing the way before him. 
A reprefentation of this chair, borne by four 
men, is given in plate No. 5.

The Embaffy, in its paffage up the river, 
was faluted by a difeharge of three guns at 
every military poił, fomc of which were 
paffed every day when the high road was 
«car the river. This road, though narrow, 
Was good ; carriagcs were few ; and thofe 
only with two whecls, and without fprings. 
Gentlemen commonly travel in fedan chairs, 

T 4 chair 
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chair-palanquins, or on horfeback,—and la­
dies in clofe litters fufpended between mules; 
and even in this manner only for fhort déf­
iances. Therc are no coaches in the country.

The ancient euftom of applying fails to 
carriages by land, is not cntircly laid afidc. 
Thefe vehicles are carts or double barrows 
made of bamboo, having onc large wheel 
placed between them. T wo pôles, rifing 
from the oppofite fides of the cart, ïèrve as 
mafts, upon which the fail, coniifting only 
of a mat, is fet. But this can only take 
place when the cart is going beforc the 
wind. In other cafés, the machine is drawn 
by one man, while another, behind, not 
only keeps it fteady, but impels it forward.

On the fixtecnth of Auguft, the yachts 
having procccded as far up the river Pci-ho 
as the depth of water would admit, came to 
anchor within half a mile of Tong-choo-foo, 
which is ninety miles diftant from Tien- 
iing, and within twelve miles of the city of 
Pékin.

It
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It appeared that the Lion and Hindoftan 
ïàilcd from thc gulph of Pe-chee-lee on the 
eight of Auguft, and on thc 12th pafled 
through thc ftraits of Mi-a-tau.—Whilc 
thcy rcmained at anchor in thc gulph, thcy 
found thc latitude of thc anchoragc to bc 
thirty dcgrecs fifty-onc minutes and a half 
north, and longitude by time-kceper, a hun- 
dred and fcvcntccn degrccs fifty minutes 
caft ; and that thc latitude of thc mouth of 
the Pci-ho or whitc river was thirty-ninc 
dcgrecs north.

Thc letter which had bcen fent from thc 
Viccroy of Pc-chcc-lee to thc governor of 
Tcn-choo-foo, in favour of Sir Erafmus 
Gower, had bcen thc meanof procuring him 
every afliftance of which he ftood in nccd. 
From thcncc he went to takc a minute exa- 
mination of thc bay of Ki-fan-fcu, iöme- 
times named Zeu-a-tau, wherc he arrived 
on thc fiftccnth of Auguft, and found it fpa- 
cious, the depth of water from ninc to 
five fathoms, the ground or anchoragc 
tough, and that fliips were fccurc in all di­

rections ;
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redions ; but that wood and water wert at 
fomc diftancc in thc bay.—The country, 
howevcr, had a harren appearancc, thc 
inhabitants wcrc poor; and it was doubtful 
whcther proper accommodations might havc 
bcen procun d for thc fick and convalescents. 
Sir Erafmus, therefore, determined to go to 
Chu-fan, whcrc hc had morc favourablc 
profpeds, and for this place the fquadron 
ihaped their courfc.

CHARTER IX.

EMBASSY LANDS NEAR TONG-CHOO-FOO. 

PROCEEDS THROUGH PEKIN TO A PA­

LACE IN ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. RE­

TURNS TO TBE CAPITAL.

THE route preferibed for thc Embafly 
was through thc city of Pekin to a 

villa in thc vicinity of thc Emperor’s au­
tomnal palace, callcd Yucn-min-yucn or 

garden 
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garden of perpétuai verdure. At this palace 
werc to be depofited fuch of the prefents as 
might rcceivc damage by convcying them 
along the rugged roads to Zhc-hol.—A tem­
pie, or monaftery, near Tong-choo-foo, was 
appropriatcd for the accommodation of the 
Embaflador and his fuite, and temporary 
buildings had becn erećled for receiving the 
prefents. Thcfe buildings, coniłrućłed of 
iłrong bamboo, werc impénétrable to rain ; 
guards werc plaćed around them, and per- 
fons forbidden to approach them with fire 
or lights. AU the articles werc relanded 
and houfed in a day.

This temple, now convcrtcd into a cara- 
vanfary for travellcrs of rank, was founded 
lèverai centuries ago, by the munificence of 
a bigot, for the maintenance of twelve prieiłs 
of the religion of Fo, the moli general in 
China. It profefles the doćłrinc of the trans­
migration of fouis, and holds out happinefs 
Undcr certain conditions, which conflit more 
m donations for the ercćting of temples, and 
Maintenance of prieiłs, than in the obferv- 

' an cc 
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ance of moral duties ; the negleél of which 
is the puniihment of the defaulters in hav- 
ing tlicir fouis pafs into the bodies of the 
mcaneft animais, in which the fufferings 
arc to bc apportioned to thcir tranfgrcftions. 
In this temple was a deity perfonifying Pro­
vidence, under a graccful fcmale figure, who 
held in hcr hand a circular plate, having an 
cyc portrayed upon it. The anncxcd en- 
graving is an exaét reprefentation.

I

Nearly the whole of the habitable parts of 
the temple, was occupicd by the numerous 
train of the Embaflador. The priefts went to 
a neighbouring monaftery, except onc, who 
was appointed to watch over the lamps of 
the fhrine, and to attend his Exccllcncy’s 
commands. The rooms had boardcd plat­
forma, elevated a foot from the floor ; thick 
woollcn cloths wcrc fpread upon them, 
which, with the addition of a cufhion, con- 
ftituted the bedding of thofe priefts. The 
Apartments of the fuperiors of the monaftery 
were allottcd for the Embafly, in which, to 

their
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their great terror, werc difcovered fcorpions 
and icolopendras.

A public banquet or breakfaft was pre* 
pared the ncxt morning by thc Mandarines, 
to which every perfon belonging to thc Em- 
baily was invited. Befides tca, there were 
varions kinds pf viands. Tables were fpread 
m thc vacant parts of thc new ftore rooms, 
no other place being fufficiently capacious. 
This repart, according to Chincfc étiquette, 
was given as a mark of extreme civility, by 
nicluding every attendant belonging to the 
perfon whom it was meant to honour ; and 
not to hâve acccpted of it, would, befides . 
giving timbrage, hâve been confidcred as a 
Want of good breeding.

The diftance from the bcach to the tem­
ple was fo lincd with peoplc, that it had the 
appearancc of a crowdcd fair, efpccially as 
rtmilar ftalls were purpofely ereéted for thc 
falc of liquors, fruit, and other articles. Not 
a pauper to be feen on the fpot ; nor did any

onc 
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one alk alms. The prefent, indeed, was not 
the fcafon of diftrefs for the peàfantry, who 
in tiincs of dearth or fcarcity, impelled by 
fliarp hunger, are often driven to criminal 
excelles to procure food. In thofe times of 
national calamity, however, the Empcror 
who may truły be callcd the fathcr of his 
pcople, opens the public granarics for their 
relief,—remits the taxes of the haplcfs cul- 
tivator, and rcinftates him in his farm by pc- 
cuniary afliftancc.

A party of gentlemen, accompanied by 
fome mandarines, going into the adjoining 
city to purchafe a fcw trifies, obferved the 
projcélion of a lunar cclipfe upon the fides 
of fevcral houles. In fine weather, perfons 
of every clafs live much without doors, and 
accuiloming thcmfelvcs to watch the ap- 
pcaranccs of the heavens, they conncćl them, 
by habit, to terreftrial eyents, as if thefe had 
a dependence on the former. Some fortu- 
itous concurrences taking place, flrcngthcn- 
cd the belief, and the vanity of prefcicnce 

laid 
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laid the Foundation of thc pretcnded fcience 
ùf aftrology.

If, as thc peoplc bclicved, cclipfes had 
powcr or influence over thc operations of 
nature, and thc tranfaétions of mankind, 
thc period of their advent merited care and 
attention : and thc govcrnment of thc coun­
try, wiihing to cftablifh its authority, in 
their opinion of its funerlativc wifdom and 
folicitude for their fafety and welfarc, lias 
availed itfelf of their préjudices, by exclu- 
flvely obtaining a communication of ail that 
fcience and obfcrvation could afl'ord on this 
fubjcćł. This foreknov. ledge is afterwards 
rnade known to thc peoplc at large, and 
that in fo folcmn a manner, as to infpire 
them with vénération for that fwperintend- 
ing powcr froni whencc they derivcd that 
information.

The Chincfe hâve always confidcrcd an 
eclipfe of thc fun as portending fomc na­
tional calamity ; and as they eftimate their 
own happinefs by thc dcgrcc of virtuc pof-

fefled 
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ícffcd by thcir iôvcreign, thcy attribute 
thcir misfortunes to his privation of moral 
goodncfs. Even thc Emperor is forccd, as 
it werc, to acccde to the idea, and govern 
himfclf accordingly. On the cvc of an 
eclipfc, for cxample, hc ncvcr engages in 
any important enterprize ; but feems dcfir- 
ous ofavoiding thc convcrfe of his minifters 
that he may fccretly examine into his part 
aćłions, with a view to corrcćt thcir errors, 
for which thc approaching eclipfc may bc 
font as an admonition ; and his fubjcćłs arer 
invited frčely to offer thcir advicc.

Though fomc of the Mandarines who 
werc with thc party conccivcd a juft idea 
of thc nature of cclipfes, the Chincfe, in ge­
neral, did not feem to be fufficicntly ikillcd 
in numercial computation, as to bc able to 
folve any intricatc problem. Thcy calcu- 
late by thc help of a machine callcd fwan- 
pan. Smali balls arc llrung upon wires 
and placcd in different columns. Thofc in 
thc firft row, to thc right, Rand for unils ;

tlić 
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thc ncxt column from right to left tens, and 
fo on in a tcnfold ratio.

The multiplication as well as fubdivifioii 
of quantitics and meafures, among the 
Chinefc, is rcndercd fimplc by addecima- 
tions. In their moncy, for inftancc, an 
ounce wcight of hiver is equal to a leang ; 
ten dien make a leang, ten fen a chcn, and 
tcn lee a fen. Thus thc lee, a real, and thc 
fmalleft of their coppcr coin, is a thoufandth 
part of a leang.—But thcy hâve imaginary 
money, though füll addecitnated, cXtending 
much lower than a lee, which is of a circu­
lar form, having a fquarc hole in thc middle 
to admit packthread, upon which thcy arc 
ftrung in tens, and multiple of tens, for mu­
tual convenience in traffic.—A lee, the 
°nly Standard coin in thc empire, is the 
commun pricc of a cup of tca, which is fold 
m public houfes therc as porter is in En­
gland.

l'hcre is no fil ver coin in China, not- 
'Withftanding paymcnts are made with that

U métal 



EMBÂSSY2(J0

metal in mafios of about ten ounces, having 
the form of thc crueiblc they were rcfincd 
in,, with thc fiamp of a fingle charaćłcr upon 
thcrji denoting their weiglit. Its value, in 
currcncy, rifes and falls according to its re­
lative fcarcity or plenty ifi'ued from thc Im­
perial treafury. Spaniih dollars were known 
at Tong-choo-foo, and are current through- 
out every part of Afia. Gold is frequently 
made ufe of in articles of drefs or luxury, 
but feldom applicd to thc purpofes of com­
merce.

Therć is no fiate religion acknowlcdgcd 
or cncouragcd in China. Thc faith of moff 
of thc common pcople is that of Fo ; many 
of thc Mandarines have anothcr, and that 
of the Emperor different from theirs. Hut 
thc temples confccratcd to religions worfiiip 
are fcarccly diftinguiihablc from common 
dwclling houfes. Thc circular lofty itruc- 
tures callcd, by Europeans, I’agodas, are of 
varions kinds, appropriated to varions ufes, 
but nonc for religions worfiiip. In many 
inftances thcre is a fimilarity in thc exterior 

forms
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iorms of thc religion of Fo and that of the 
Romifh church. Upon thc altars of thc Chi- 
nefe temples wcrc placed, befeind a fereen, an 
nnagc of Shin-moo, or thc holy mothcr, fit- 
tuig with a child in her arms, in an alcove, 
with rays of glory round her head, and ta- 
pers conftantly burning before her.

The temples of Fo contain more images 
than arc met with in moft chriftian churchcs. 
Thcre was onc fcmalc figure particularly 
prayed to by unmarried women who defirc 
hufbands, and by married women who wifh 
fior childrcn. But as thc doćłrinc of Fo ad- 
Hiits of a fubordinatc deity propitious to 
cvcry w ifli than can bc foritied in thc human 
mind ;—as thc government of thc country 
never interfères with mère opinions, nor pro- 
I'ibits any belief which may not alłećł thc 
pcacc of fociety,—it is no wonder it fhould 
Spread among thofe clafles of thc people 
"'ho are difiatisfied with thc ordinary events 

nature. Thus, from extreme fuperfti- 
bon, thc temples are particularly frequented, 
■"nl the fuperintendant deity firft confultcd,

U 2 previous
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prcvious to thc undertaking of any thing oí 
importance ; whcther it be to enter into thc 
matrimonial fiate, to fet ont on a journey, 
to make or concludc a bargain, or any other 
momentous event. Thcre are varions mc- 
thods of doing this, one of which is ; a 
piece of wood, of fix or eight cqual fides or 
furfaces, cach having its particular mark, 
is thrown into the air ; thc fidc which is 
uppermoft after rcaching the ground is ex- 
amincd and referred to by thc pricfl to its 
cor rcfpon dent mark in thc book of fatc. If 
thc firfl throw accord with thc wiflies of 
him who made it, he profitâtes himfelf in 
gratitude, and checrfully undertakes thc bu- 
finefs. If the throw bc unpropitious, he 
makes a fécond trial ; but thc ihird throw 
muil décide thc qucflion.—The temples arc 
always acccffiblc to confiait thc will of hea- 
ven ; and their adoration confiais more in 
giving thanks than offering prayers.

The Chincfc, in their turn, had now an 
opportunity of fecing an European ccremony 
of religion, in the fanerai of an ingénions 
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artift, of thc name of Eades, belonging to 
thc Embafly, who dicd on Monday evcning, 
thc ninetecnth of Auguft, near Tong-choo- 
foo. He came from Birmingham, and was 
induccd, though bcyond thc middle age, to 
undertake thc voyage, in hopes of acquir- 
ing, among other arts, that of making Tinr 
fei, as praćłifcd at Pekin, which is not liable 
to tarnifh, or lefs fo than that which is fa- 
bricatcd in Europe. By order of his Exccl- 
lency, thc funcral rites wcre performed, 
next day, with mijitary honours, and the 
proccffion accompanicd by ą prodious con- 
courfe of Chincfc. Thc ccrcmony of inter­
vient was donc with becoming deccncy and 
gravity, fuitablc to caftcrn cuftom, which 
confiders the Icaft mark of levity on thefe fo- 
Icmn occafions as barbarous and inhuman. 
His body was interred amidft fcvcral Chincfc 
tombs, interfperfed with cyprcfs trees, near 
thc road leading out of Tong-choo-foo.

The country, for fomc miles round Tongr 
ehoo-foo, was level ; the foil light, and of 
f^lfy culture. Its principal autumnal crops

U 3 yvçrc 
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wcrc Indian corn and millet ; and thc thick 
tubblc was leit upon thc ground for manure. 
The intruments of hufbandry for thraihing 
and winnowing corn, as well as for rolling 
thc land, wcrc ncarly of Europcan contrac­
tion. The cnclofurcs were i'cw ; and but 
few cattlc to cnclofe ; paturage ground was 
rare ; thc animais for food and tillage bring 
foddered and fed chicfly in talls. Strasy eut 
imali and mixed with bcans was thc food 
for horfes. Ploughing was performed by 
oxfcn ; it bcing too cold herc for buffalos. 
Their horfes wcrc trong and bony, but no 
mcans employed to improve their breed. 
Many of them were fpotted as regularly as 
a leopard, occafioned by croffing thofc ot 
contrary colours. Mules were more valu- 
ablc than horfes, requiring lefs food, and 
performing more labour. The cottages of 
thc pcafantry wcrc fnug and comfortablc ; 
not united into villages, but thinly difpcrfcd. 
They had ncithcr fcnccs nor gates to guard 
them againt wild beats or thieves ; for thc 
lattcr, perhaps, it wcrc unneccfl'ary, as rob- 
bcrics arc fcldom committed, notwithtand- 

ing 
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ing thę punifhment is not capital, unlefs 
accompanied by aéts of violence.

The wives of the peafantry are truly in- 
duftrious ; befides managing cvcry domeftic 
concern, they cxcrciíe fuch trades as are 
carried on within doors, 'I hey rear fdk- 
worms, fpin cotton, and work at the loom; 
in íhort, they are the only weavers m the 
country. Their huíbands, hovvevcr, tyran- 
nizc over them, kecp them in the greateíl 
fubjcétion, and, on occafional quarrels, makc 
them attend behind the table as handmaids. 
—The old gencrally refid.e with the young, 
to temper their impetuofity ; and obédience 
to them is cnforccd as well by habit as by 
moral prcccpts.—Moral maxims are incul- 
cated by the aged to the younger offspring ; 
and pldin íentences of morality are hung 
tip in the common hal!, where the male 
branches of the tamily aflemblc. A tablet 
of anceftry is in cvcry houfe, and références, 
in converfation, often made to their actions. 
—-By their periodical vifits to the tombs ot 
their forefathers, the moít remote relations

U 4 bccomc 
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bccomc collcćtcd and unitcd. The child is 
bound to work and provide for his father 
and mother ; and the brother—for the bro- 
thcr and fiftcr, in extreme diftrefs ; a failure 
in this duty itamps them with fuch igno- 
miny, as to precludc the neceffity of a pofi- 
tive law to this purpofe. Even the moft 
diilant relative, if in iil hcalth, or in mifery, 
has a claim on his kindred for charitable 
affiftancc. This is the rcafon why no men- 
dicants.nor fpeétaclcs of diftrefsare to bc feen.

By the euftom of the country, perfons on 
horfeback, meeting their fuperiors, difmount 
as a token of rcfpećł. This civility, which 
was fhcwn to fonie Engliih gentlemen in 
an cxcurfion into the country, prevails in 
other parts of the Eaft. Similar homage is 
exaéted from ail the refidents of Batavia, by 
the Dutch governors and counfellors of the 
Indics. From this inftance, as well as from 
others in Java and other places, it is elear, 
that China gives the ton to ail the countrics 
bordering upon its feas. Every fovcrcign in 
the caitcrn part of Afia, for cxamplc, affeéts 

the
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the diftinćtion of yellow colour in imitation 
of the Emperor.

The preients and baggage, which hither- 
to had corne by water, were now to bc con- 
Veyed by land to the Empcror’s automnal 
palace. Such as werc liable to receive da­
mage by the jolting of vehicles without 
fprings, were deftined to be carricd by men ; 
aud from a pretty nice calculation it was 
found, that about nincty waggons, forty 
hand-barrows, two hundred horfes, and 
nearly threc thoufand labouring men would 
be wanted for this bufineïs.

lu China, bulky and heavy packages are 
Carried by men. To each fide of the load 
arc fixed two ftrong bamboos. If four men 
(hvo to each bamboo) bc not cqual to its 
'veight, two other bamboos, fhorter than 
the firil, arc faftened to the extrcmitics of 
cach of the original long oncs. Thefe cight 
c*trcmities arc brought to reit on the fhoul-

of cight men, as deferibed in the an- 
I1CXcd plate. More bamboos being affixed

to 
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to thefe, thc ftrcngth of a grcatcr number 
of men may bc applied in a geometrieal 
proportion ; cach of whom would fuftain an 
equal degree of prcflurc on raifing or carry- 
ing pondérons packages.

l'lic Embaflador and threc gentlemen of 
his fuite travelled in fedan chairs ; thc other 
gentlemen, and all thc mandarines, on horfe- 
back. Thcy wcrc preccdcd by Chincic fol- 
diers on foot, who clcarcd thc way. His 
Excellcncy’s fervants and guard wcre con- 
veyed in Waggons.—The road to Pekin from 
Tong-choo-foo is pcrfećłly levcl, thc middle 
of which is paved with granite ; bordered 
in many places with trccs. On thc road, 
and over a rivulet, was a handfomc, marble 
bridge, wide, fubftantial, and but littlc elcr 
vated, as thc banks of thc river are never 
overflowed.

After partaking of a breakfaít at a fmall vil- 
läge upon the road, thcy got foon after to the 
caflern iuburbs, and in fifteen minutes moi’*'» 
before the walls of thc city of Pekin. I

Embaflador s
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Embaflador’s arrivai was notified by thc firing 
°f guns. Refrefliments wcrc prcpared at a 
rcfting place within thc gâte, over which 
Was a watch tower, having, in thc different 
ftories, port holes for cannon.—The height 
°f the city walls was forty fect,—thc para­
pet crenated, with holes in the nierions for 
archery ;—thc thickjiefs twenty feet at the 
hafe, and twelve acrofs thc tcrrcplaine or 
platform, upon which thc parapet was 
etcćted. The walls wcrc flanked on the 
°Utfide by fquarc towers, diftant from cach 
°thcr about fixty yards, and projećłing from 
thc curtain betwccn them forty or lifty feet. 
lèverai horfemen might ride abreaft upon 
thc ramparts, to which an afcent was madę 
ty dcclivous paths of carth raifcd within 
fidc.

The entrance into Pekin had nothing to 
excite particular attention. The houfes werc 
tnoftly of one fłory ; thc iłreet about a hun- 
dred fect wide, but unpaved, acrofs which 
Was a triumphal arch built of wood, having 
three elegant gateways. This ftreet led to 

thc 
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thc eaftern, called the yellow, wall of thc 
Imperial palace, whofe namc is derived from 
the colour of the varniflied tilcs covering the 
top. Near thc gatc wcrc cxtcnfivc ftore- 
houfcs for depofiting rice ; and a lofty build­
ing, at no grcat diiłance, faid to bc an ob- 
fcrvatory, built in thc reign of thc Empcror 
Yong-loo, to whom the city was indcbted 
for its principal Ornaments.—A funeral pro- 
ceffion was met in this iłreet, which, from 
the white colour of thc męurncrs, was taken 
for that of a wedding ;—but thc lamenta­
tions of young men attending thc corpfe» 
inclofed in a fquarc coffin, fhadcd by a gau- 
dy painted canopy, foon undcceivcd thc 
travcllcrs. The fcmale relatives followcd, 
behind, in fedan chairs, covcrçd with white 
cloth.—Soon after, a nuptial proęcffion of' 
fered itfelf to view, in which it would bc as 
prepofterous to appear in white as it would 
in Europe to bc drefled in black. The lady? 
whom thc bridegroom had not yet feep, W»8 
carricd in a gaudy chair, decoratcd with fet' 
toons of faćłitious flowers, attended by het 
relations, friends, and fervants, fupporting 
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thc paraphcrnalia, the only portion given to 
a daughter in marriage.

The Embafly turning to the right of thć 
yellow wall, got from its eaftcrn to its 
northcrn lícíc, in which ftrect, inftead of 
fliops for bufincls the houfes were all pri­
vate. Before the courts of thefc houfes was 
a wali or curtain to obfłrućt the view of 
paflengers ; and this was callcd the wali of 
'"efpett. They halted oppofite the trcble 
gates on the northern lide of the palace 
vvall, which encompafled a cenfiderablc 
fpace of ground. In fome fpots were ftecp 
tOounts ; in others deep hollows, full of wa­
ter, with varied margins. Out of thefc 
artificial lakes appeared lèverai finall iflands, 
fæautificd with fancicd fabrics, intcrfpcrfcd 
vvith trees.—The Empcror’s principal pa­
laces were crećtcd upon cmincnces of varions 
1‘cights ; fome of thefc hills were embcl- 
lifhed with lofty trees, which encircled ca­
binets and fummer houfes deftined for plca- 
lure and retirement ; the wholc forming a 
feen« irrefiltibly charming.

Continuing
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Continuing in aweftcrly courfe through the 
city, the cyc was dircćłcd to a libraryofforeign 
munufcripts, among which was faid to bc an 
Arabie copy of the Koran. Bciides a fcwMa­
hometan ipcćiatorsof the novel proccffion,rc- 
cognifcd by tlicir red caps, wcrc lèverai wo- 
men, natives of Tartary, or of Tartar extrac­
tion, whofe fcct wcrc not diiłorted like thofe 
of theChinefe. Many of them wcrc genteelly 
drcfïcd, and of délicate fcaturcs; but their 
complétions wcrc ailiited by art. The feat of 
bcauty was upon the lower lip, in the mid­
dle of which was a thick patch of vermi­
llon. Somc of thefe ladies wcrc in covered 
carriages, and others on horfeback, riding 
aitraddlc like mcn. The Embafly now 
crofled a ftrcct, fituated north and fouth, 
in Icngth four miles, the wholc extent of 
the Tartar city, and in about two hours 
more, after having pafled by fcvcral bcauti- 
ful temples and other extenfive buildings 
arrived at one of the weitern eity gates, 
whcnc'e commences the fuburbs; to tra- 
verfe winch took up twenty minutes.

The
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The Embafly had now reached the villa 
’ntendcd for its réception, fituated between 
the town of Hai-ticn and Yucn-min-yuen. 
The buildings comprifcd lèverai diftinét pa­
villons, conftrudcd round fmall courts, 
vvhofe apartments were moitly embeUifhed 
With landicapcs, donc in water-colours. The 
Whole encircled about twelve acres of land, 
’n which was a garden laid out with tafte ; 
a rivulct mcandcring round an iilartd ; a 
grove of trees with feattered grafs plots of 
^ćlitious mounds and cavlties, and craggy 
r°cks rudcly pilcd upon each other.

The Governor of this palace, between 
whom and the Embaflador the accuitomcd 
c°napliments of civility pallcd, ag’recd with

Excellency, that the moft advantageous 
ftode of difplaying the prefents would bc to 
Place the moft rare and curious on each fide 

the throne, in one of the halls of audir 
c”cc. The entrancc to this hall, whofe 
sternal appearancc was magnificcnt, was 
^’roughthrecquadrangular courts, encornpaf- 
^-'d by feveral dctachcd buildings. It was a

hundred 
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hundrcd feet in length, and forty in brcadth, 
and in hcight about twcnty ; and crećtcd 
upon a platform of granite. Two rows ot 
large wooden columns, whofc fhafts werc 
paintcd red and varniíhcd, fupported its 
projcćiing roof ; and its capitals, bcfides 
othcr ornamcnts, wcrc dccoratcd with dra­
gons, whofc fect wcrc armcd with jivè 
claws. Thcrc was nothing Icft in thc hall 
but thc throne, of which a correćł cngrav- 
ing is givcn, cxccpt a few large jars of porce­
laine, and a mufical clock, made early m 
thc prêtent Century, by George Clarke, nj 
Leadenhall-ßreet, London..

The throne was afeended to by fteps id 
thc front and on each fide ; and above d 
Wcrc thc Chincfe charaćłcrs of glory and 
pcrfcćłion. Tripods, and vcflcls of incenfo 
wcrc placed on cach fidc, and bcforc it 
imali table, as an altar, for placing offering5 
of tea and fruit to thc fpirit of thc abfeid 
Empcror. Bcing thc period of fuli moon, 
a fcítival with thc followcrs of Fo, it was a 
day of facrificc.—Among thc many narne® 

givcd
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givcn to his Imperial Majeity, hc lias one 
which correfponds in found, as well as in 
dritten charaćłcrs, with that givcn in China 
fometimes to the Dcity ;—doubtlcfs as an 
attributc of power, refiding, almoít intirely 
’n the perfon of the fovereign ; whofe domi­
nion they confider as virtually extending 
over the whole world. Believing the Ma- 
jefty of the Emperor to be ubiquitary, they 
facrificc to him when abfent ; it cannot 
thcrcforc bc furprifing they fliôuld adore 
him when prefent. The adoration, or Ko- 
ieou, conflits in ni ne proftrations of the bo­
dy, the forchcad being made cach time to 
touch the floor ; which is not only a mark 
of the deepeit humility and fubmiffion, but 
alfo implics a conviétion of the omnipotence 
°f him towards whom this vénération is 
niade.

Thcfe abjeét proilcrnations arc required 
n°t only from the fubjcćłs and tributary 
princes of the empire, but alfo from ail 
Orangers, however exaltcd ; and the Legate 
now urged the Embaflador to perform them

X before 
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bcfore the throne. His Exccllcncy had pre- 
vioufly rcceived his Majcily’s inftrudions on 
this head, and was thereforc prepared to 
anfwcr the Jemand. Hc well knew the tc- 
nacity of the court in exaéting ceremonies 
as degrading to one part as cxalting to the 
other, and which rendered Embaflics fmgu- 
larly gratcful to the Imperia! court.—It was 
this haughty fpirit which dićłatcd Orders to 
Write, in large Chincfc charaders, not only 
upon the flags of the yachts up the river 
l’ci-ho, but likewife upon thofe which ac- 
companicd all the land carnages of the Em- 
baffy, EMBASSADOR BEARING TRI­
BUTE FROM THE COUNTRY OF 
ENGLAND.

His Exccllency, confidering that hc might 
be fuppofed ignorant of the mçaning of 
thofe charaders, forborc to make any for­
mal complaint ; in which, in the firft place, 
hc augured no fuccefs, and in the next, 
that it might be the mcan of abruptly tcr- 
minating the Embafly. The charadcrs, 
however, had attraded general notice ; they

werc 
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were infcrted in the court gazette ; they 
would bc recorded in the annals of the em­
pire, and would find their way into Europe 
through the medium of the Ruffian refi- 
dents, and the miffionarics in the capital.— 
The Embaffiador was therefore particularly 
on his guard with rcfpcét to any aćt of his 
own, which might leffen the dignity of his 
fovcrcign ; and hc had the cxamplc of a 
Ruffian embaffiador who had rcfufcd to com- 
ply with the cercmony in queftion, until a 
regulär promife had been madę for its re­
turn in like manner to his fovcrcign. The 
Dutch, who in the laft Century had meanly 
tubmitted to every degrading cercmony in 
the hopc of obtaining profitable commercial 
Avantages, complained afterwards of being 
treated with negleét, and of being difmiffed 
Whout cxpcriencing the fmalleft mark of 
favour.

Somc of the miffionarics, it was faid, had 
reprefented Holland to the Imperia! court 
as a fpot upon the general map, bearing a 
political weight or importance only in pro-

X 2 ■ portion,
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portion to its fize. The famo ftandard, in 
all likelihood, may háve bcen applied with 
regard to England. Front! fuch partial and 
inaccurate ílatcmcnts it is fair to conclude, 
that the Chinefe miniílers may háve formed 
a fcale by which they meafurc the relative 
importance of the different po wers of Eu­
rope, by the degrees of rclu&ancc with which 
they accède to their claim of arrogated fu- 
periority. But in any point of view, thcrc 
wert cogent reafons for imagining, that the 
difpofition of the Chincfe empire, at that 
time, would refufe a return of faveurs for 
any facrificc of dignity. The préjudices 
imbibed againit the Engliili on their finit 
appearancc at Canton ;—the efleét of fubfc- 
quent mifreprefentations;—and, to complète 
ail, the récent circumflanccs of the Thi- 
bet war, notwithftanding the magnificence 
which every whcrc accompanicd the Em- 
bafly, worked fo ftrongly upon the minds 
of every Tartar chief, as to excite a miitruil 
of its defigns, as if intendcd ukimatcly to 
iliare with the Tartars themfelves fome por­
tion of their ruling power.

The
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The Legate, who was not ignorant of 
thc cafe of thc Ruffian cmbaffy, flattcred 
himfelf of bcing more fuccefsful wjth thc 
Britiih Embaffador, from whofc tra&ablc 
difpofition he had built upon unconditional 
compliance; and to bis own efforts he added 
thoïè of the mandarines who wcre thc moff 
intimste with his Exccllcncy. Thcfe, how- 
ever, were aftonifhed when they.hcard that, 
for a fimilar ad donc by an Europcan, Ti­
magoras, in the charadcr of Embaffador to a 
powcrful monarch of the Eaft (of Pcriia), 
Ws condcmned to fuffer dcath by his coun- 
trymen, thc Athenians, as foon as he re- 
tttrned home, for having degraded thc na­
tion who deputed him ; that kfs ads of 
humiliation had, in modern timeg, bcen 
feverely ccnfurcd ; thc adions of men in a 
public capacity bcing looked upon as the 
:ids of thoie whom they reprefent : and that 
c'erenionics pradifed by fubjeds to their fo- 
vcreigns, ought not to bc exaded from thc 
rcprefcntatives of forcign princes.

X 3 The
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The point in queftion being of the utmoft 
delicacy, bis Excellency was difpofcd to gra- 
tify the dcclared wiihes of the Emperor, as 
far as lay in his power, without committing 
the dignity of his fovercign. He did not, 
thcrcforc, refufe to accédé to the ceremony 
of proftration, but offered to perform the 
wholc on a condition which, while it did 
not abftraćt any pcrfonal rcfpcćł from the 
Emperor, removed the principal objeétion 
attached to it as an aét of homage or de­
pendence in his reprefentative charaéter. 
This condition was, “ That a fubjećt of his 
Imperial Majefty, of equal rank to his own, 
ihould perform, before the piéhirc hc had 
with him of his Majefty, drefled in his robes 
of ftatc, the famé ceremonies that the Em- 
baflador ftiould be dircétcd to do before the 
Chinefc throne.” It was of the utmoft 
moment that. this propofal iliould bc accu- 
ratcly tranflatcd and forwardcd to the Em­
peror, to avoid the poflibility of mifconccp- 
tion. The cmbafladorial interpreter, though 
a native of China, from long difufe was un- 
acquaintcd with the ftyie requifite for the 

palace.
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palace, and from having becn for y cars, 
while at Naples, accuftomcd to write only 
the Latin and Italian, thc Chinefe charac- 
ters, amounting to eighty thoufand, wcrc 
no longer familiar to him. The miffiona- 
ues feareely ever attempted to write official 
papers ; they wcrc gcnerally donc by Chi- 
nefe bred to letters. The Legate, who had 
dircćtcd his views to unconditiona! compli­
ance, rcfiilcd any compaét in writing, and 
was unwilling to afford any affiftancc to that 
purpofe. After repeated applications, fome 
°f thc miffionaries wcrc introduccd to his 
Lxcellcncy, but with the utmoft circum- 
fpeétion, and in prcfcnce of thc Legate and 
a Portuguczc jefuit, whom thc Emperor had 
raifcd to a higher dignity than any of his 
brethren. This man was inimical to thc 
mtercÛs of Great Britain, and cncouragcd 
the Legate to refiil thc requeft which thc 
l'-mbaflador had mude to remove to thc ca­
pital, whcrc he might more convcnicntly 
prépare for the journey to Zhe-hol ; but thc 
governor of thc palace of Yucn-min-yucn, 
^uperior in power to thc Legate, interpofed 

X 1 on
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on the occafion, and thc Embafly was im- 
mediately ordercd to takc refidence at thc 
pałace in thc city of Pekin. Note VI.

Herc, a Chincfc chriflian, qualiiied in all 
rcfpećts for thc office of tranilator, recom- 
mended to his Exccllcncy by a miffionary 
weil affcćtcd to the Embalfy, undertook, 
privately, thc bufinefs, though not without 
much rifk on his part, provided it ffiould 
be known to the Legate ; for it is a noteri­
ons faćt that a native of Canton had been 
formcrly put to dcath for writing thcrc a 
pétition for the Engliih. Carc, however, 
was taken in this cale to prevent dctcćłion. 
The tranilation was copied, fair, by Malter 
George Staunton, (who not only, occafion- 
ally, officiated as interpreter, but who had 
acquired a wondcrful facility in writing thc 
Chincfc charaćtcrs) and thc original rough 
draught dcílroycd in his prcfence.

The memoriál of his Exccllcncy was ad- 
drcíTcd to Ho-choong-taung Colao, firlt ixw- 
nilter of thc empire, and reprefented, that
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“ his Majefty thc King of Great Britain in 
fending an Embafly to his Majefty thc Em- 
peror of China, fully intended to give thc 
itrongeft teftimony of particular efteem and 
Vénération for his Imperial Majefty; that 
the EmbaíTador entrufted to convey fuch 
fentiments was carneftly defirous of fulfilling 
that objećł of his miflion with zeal and ef- 
fećt ; that hc was ready likcwifc to conform 
to every exterior ccrcniony praćłifcd by his 
Imperial Majefty’s fubjcćts, and thc tribu- 
tary princes attending at his court, not only 
to avoid thc confufion of novelty, but in or­
der to fhew, by his cxample in behalf of 
one of the greatefł as well as moft diftant 
nations on the globe, thc high and juft fenie 
univerfally entertained of his Imperial Ma- 
jefty’s dignity and tranfeendent virtuos; that 
thc EmbaíTador had determined to aćł in 
that manner without hefitation or difficulty, 
on this condition only, of which he flatter­
nd himfelf his Imperial Majefty would im- 
nicdiately perçoive thc ncccflity, and hâve 
thc goodncfs to accede to it, by giving fuch 
dircćUons as fhould be thc means of pro-
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vcnting thc Embaflador from fuffering by 
his dévotion to his Imperial Majcfty in this 
inftance ; for thc Embaflador would ccr- 
tainly fuffer hcavily if his condućł, on 
this occafion, could bc conftrued as in any 
wifc unbecoming thc great and cxaltcd rank 
which his maftcr, whom hc reprefented, 
hcld among thc independent fovcrcigns of 
thc world ; that this danger could bc eafily 
avoided, and thc fatisfadion bc general on 
all fides, by his Imperial Majefty’s order that 
onc of thc officers of his court, cqual with 
thc Embaflador in rank, fhould perform be- 
forc. his Britannic Majcfly’s pidurc at large, 
in his royal robes, and then in thc Embaf- 
fador’s pofleflion at Pekin, thc famc cere­
monies which fhould bc performed by thc 
Embaflador beforc thc throne of his Impe­
rial Majcfty.”

This paper, aftcr being properly addrefled, 
was fhewn to thc Legate, who appeared to 
approve its contents, and undertook to for­
ward it immediately to thc Emperor, whofe 
acquiefcencc was littlc doubted. In this 

perfuafion, 
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pcrfuafion, the articles dcílincd for Zhc-hol 
were brought back to Pekin, among which 
were fix ncat brais field pièces, on light car­
nages. His Excellency had them tried by 
the artillcry men, préviens to their exhibît- 
ing before his Imperial Majcfty, and they 
were fired fcvcral times in a minute. This 
cclerity in military manœuvres was difrclifh- 
cd by the Legate, who affeélcd to fay, that 
the Imperial army was equally as expert. 
Hc countcrmanded the Orders rcfpeéfing 
thefe field pièces, which, before werc defiin- 
ed for Zhc-hol, but now to romain at Pekin. 
The fcw barrels of gun-powder, iatendcd 
for falutes, and the mufquetry of the Em- 
bafiador’s guard, werc both bccome objcćls 

fufpicion, and werc defired to be given 
^p. The requeft was immediatcly complied 
with as a matter of indifférence. In fhort, 
the wholc tenor of his condud difplaycd a 
mind agitated by fufpicion leit the Chincfc 
fliould attribute fuperior prowefs to the 
Kngliili nation. Even in a difplay of the 
prefents, to gratify curiofity, he was fo illi­

beral 
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bcral as to fupprcfs thc łeaft émotion of ap­
probation.

_ 1 ' • .. » ) y * i , , t ’

In thc thirteenth Century, thc commence­
ment of thc iirft Tartar dy nafty, a ncw plan 
was deiigned for thc principal part of thc 
capital, thcnce callcd thc.Tartar city. It 
has a parałlelogramic form ; and thc four 
walls, which front thc four cardinal points, 
include an area of about fourteen fquarc 
miles, of which thc pałace, fituated in the 
centre, comprîtes, within its yellow walls, at 
ïeaft one fquarc mile. The whole is com- 
puted to be onc third larger than London. 
—The Chinefe city, fo named by way of 
diftindion, contains about ninc fquarc miles; 
thc major part of which is not occupied by 
buildings. Upon that part of it which is in 
cultivation is conftruéted thc jien~nong~tan, 
or eminence of vénérable agricultûralifts, of 
which fociety thc Empcror is thc head, and 
direds thc plough, once a ycar, with his 
own hand.

The



TO CHINA. 317

The walls of tlíc Chinefe city, likewiíé, 
comprife two temples ; the onc callcd Tien- 
ian, or enťmence of héhven, having the word 
lien, oř heaven inferibed upon its principal 
building ;—the ether-—tee-tan, which is de- 
dicated to the earth. The former is round, 
in allufion to the arch of the heavcnly firma­
ment, as it appears to the eyc ; the latter is 

fquare, in conformity to the idea of the Chi­
nefe, who believed this to be the figure of 
the earth.—In the fummer fulfticc, the fun’s 
grcatcíl heat, the Emperor cornes in awful 
proccfiion to pay obédience, and return 
thanks for its benign influence; and the like 
ceremony, in the winter folíticc, is per- 
lormed in the temple of the earth ; but per- 
fonification docs not také place in cither.

This religions woríhipof heaven and earth 
18 confined to the perfon of the Emperor; 
and for his accommodation it is performed 
at Pekin, whcrc hc annually appears abroad 
111 fcveral other magnificcnt proceflions, fug- 
gefted from views of policy and religion, 
lhefc ceremonies, which conílitute the

chief 
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chief public fpcćtacles in that city, háve 
bcen comparée! to thofe religions ones of his 
Holineís at Rome, under the namc offon- 
zioni.

Riches, in China, confer but littlc im­
portance, and no powcr ; and property, 
without office, is not always fccurc. Thcrc 
is no hereditary dignity to givc it wcight 
and pre-cminencc. The ílrong arm of 
powcr often falls more hcavily upon the un- 
protcélcd rieh, than upon the mifcrablc 
poor, who having nothing to lofe are lefs 
objcćłs of temptation. Excellence in learn- 
ing, alonc conftitutcs greatnefs. Thcrc are 
but thrcc claflcs of men in China : men 
of Ictters, from whom are choíen the man­
darines; agricultural ifts ; and mcchanics, 
including merchants.—In Pekin, alonc, fuch 
as, by public examination, are found to cx- 
ccl in the fcicnccs of morality acid govern- 
ment, as taughtby the ancicnt Chincíc, are 
exalted to the higheft dcgrcc of literaturę, 
and clećłed, by the Emperor, to all the ci­
vil offices of Rate, and to the great tribunal* 

of 
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of thc empire.—Military rank is alfo con- 
fcrred on fuch as, by compétition, furpafs 
’n military taćłics and warlike cxcrcifcs.

The fcveral branches of a family refiding 
under one roof, and all dieting together, 
are cnablcd to live with greater cconomy ; 
yet thc poor are fometimes compclled, by 
ncceffity, to fubíiít on vegetable food oni v, 
thc priée of labour not being always propor­
tional to thc pricc of provifions. Mar­
nage, therefore, among thc poor, is a mea- 
turc of prudence, thc fons being bound to 
hipport their parents ; and as thc cuftom of 
carly marriage is confidcrcd in the light of a 
rcligious duty, an union takes place when- 
Cver thcrc is thc leaft profpcćł of procuring 
future fubfifłcncc. In that view they are 
n°t always fucccfsful ; in which cafe their 
hclplcfs offspring are abandoned by thc 
^retched authors of their exiftcnce. Su- 
perftition has lent her hand to fan&ion thc 
Corrid decd, rendering it a boly offering to 
the fpirit of thc adjoining river to throw an 
•'niant into it, previoufly attaching a gourd 

, to 
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to its neck to prevent it from immédiate 
drowning.

In thefe cafcs thc Chinefc philofophers 
have leit parental afłcćlion to the impulfe'of 
nature, which, to maintain its authority, 
requires thc force of early preccpt. Chil- 
dren are more frequently deferted than pa­
rents neglc&cd. To ilrcngthcn thc tenden- 
cy to filial obédience, thc laws of thc em­
pire, by way of punifhment, commit a man’s 
offspring to bis own will and power; and 
cuftom bas rendered the notion familiär 
that lifc only bccomcs truly valuablc, and 
inattention to it rcally criminal, after it bas 
exiited long enough to bc endowed with 
reafon and fentiment ; but that a faint 
glimmering exiftcncc may bc allowcd to bc 
loft without fcruple, tliough it cannot with- 
out relućłancc.

Fcmalc infants, confidcrcd as thc lefsevil, 
are chicfly devoted to this cruel iiicrificc, 
fccing that daughters becomc, by marriage» 
a part of that family into which they pais ;

whereas
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'vhereas thc fons maintain and confole their 
°wn.—Thofe infants are expofed foon after 
birth, erc thc mind or features catch parental 
affeétion. A few of thcm arc fnatched froin 
the jaws of death by pcrfon» appointcd by 
thc government to watch thc river, which 
provides for thofe taken up alive, and burics 
thofe who had already expired. Thc mif- 
«onaries arc alfo vigilant in this work of hu- 
tnanity; one of whom afferted, that upwards 
°f two thoufand wcrc thus annually expoied, 
°f whom a very fmall proportion only was 
hived. Thcy provided for as many as they 
could rccovcr, and inftruited thcm in thc 
principlcs of thc chriftian religion.

The Embaflador was waited on by a man­
darine, high in çmk, the evening before thc 
b'inbafly quitted Pékin, with a gracions mef- 
fage from thc Emperor to inquirc after his 
bealth, which he had hcard had been lately 
affefted ; advifing him to travcl by cafy 
J°urncys into Tartary ; and informing his 
^xcellency that accommodations would bc

Y prepared 
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prcpared for him and fuite at the famé pa­
laces whcrc his Imperia! Majcfty ftoppcd in 
his way to Zhe-hol.
i'i n: « ul oifc criddi Iq /■■' * A .n<af i’/1.
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CHAPTER X.
-Uil Í0 4’107,• ' . ; ' U i . I

□OURNEY TO THE NORTHERN FRONTÏER

• OF CHINA. VIEW OF THE GREAT

WALL. VISIT TO THE EMPER0RS

COURT AT HIS SUMMER RESIDENCE

IN TARTARY. ‘

TH E Embaflador and mort of his fuite 
fet out from Pékin J'or Zhe-hol on the 

fécond of September, 1/93, accompanicd 
by the ufual number of Chincfc. His Ex- 
Cellency travellcd in an Engliih poft-chaile, 
in which hc occafionally accommodatcd 
fome of the mandarines. At firR they wcrc 
under great apprchcnfions for its over-turn- 
ing; but their fears foon fubfidcd, and gaincd

Tiq / . it 
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xt a dccided preference over their clumíy 
carnages.

The land, as they paffed, fecmed to be 
highly eultivated ; and its producc generally 
^le lame as on the other fide of the city. 
One field, adjoining the road, attraéfed par- 
tlcular notice ; as, from its regularity, it 
fccmed to hâve been planted with a fpccics 

the polygonům. The leaves being ma- 
ecrated and prepared like thofe of the indi- 
8° plant, imparted a dye of a bluc colour 

or ncarly fo, to that produccd from 
lndigo.—It was faid, likewife, that a dye, 

a green colour, was extraéied from the 
hnds and tender leaves of a imali plant, of 
the fpccics of theColutea; that carminé was 
fcldom ufed, as their fincft red was drawn 
*r°m the carthamus ; and that the cups of 

acorn ferved them to dye a black co­
lour.

Aniong the numerous tribe of indigenous 
^^nts, the Chincfe hâve found out, by acci- 

ent or rcfcarch, fucccdanca for many arti-
Y 2 clés 
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clcs in the cconomy of lifc, which, other- 
wife, they would hâve hecu obliged to ob- 
tain from foreign countries.— In licu ot 
pepper, they fubfłitute the feeds of a fpccics 
of the fagara ; and an oil, little inferior to the 
olive, is extraded from the kernels of the 
apricot. But oil, for more ordinary pur- 
pofes, is drawn from the feeds of fefamunh 
of hemp, cotton, turnip, of a fpccics of 
mint, and of lèverai other vegetablcs.—A 
fpecies of cultivated momordica is found an 
excellent fubftitutc for cucumbcrs ; they 
combine íhepherďs purfe with their falads ; 
and a carduus, as a rclifh, with their rice- 
In rcaring filk-worms, the leaves of the afh 
are offen given for thofe of the mulbcrry- 
They manufaćłure a kind of cloth from the 
fibres of a dcad ncttlc ; and paper—from the 
llraw of rice, from filaments of hemp, an<l 

the bark of varions vegetablcs.

Early in the firft day’s journcy a river W»5 
crofled which, though narrow, was navig®' 
blc for boats. The courfe of this, and of 
thc others in this trad, was to the fouth 

eait 
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caft. Goods of varions kinds are brought 
down tlicie rivers from thc bordcrs of Tar- 
tary ; and fürs, thc richcft of its produce, as 
Weil as charcoal, thc chicf fuel for culinary 
purpofes at Pékin, arc convcycd thcncc up- 

thc backs of dromcdarics ; animais which 
arc flecter and ftronger than camels, Sheep 
wcrc deferied grazing upon thc plains, hav- 
lng fliort, flcihy tails, weighing fcvcral 
P°unds ;—in high cftimation among Chi- 
ncfc epicurcs.

Having advaneed about twenty miles in thc 
c°Untry, thc foil, in lieu of rieh loam which 
tłley had ièen, now put on a fandy and 
tT1°rc barren appearancc. A fcw miles far-

thc Embafly reachcd the palace which 
c°niplcted their firft day’s tour. It was fitu- 
ated at thc bottom of a gcntlc bill, cncom- 
P'dlcd with a park and plcafurc grounds.

ncighbourhood wcrc fonie minerai 
prings, laid to bc occafionally rcïbrted to 
y tlic Emperor, and thcncc callcd bis 

baths.

Y 3 During
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Düring thcir progrefs on thc fécond day, 
the travellers obferved feveral plantations of 
tobacco upon the low grounds.—This arti­
cle in the Weil: Indies is cured in extenfive 
buildings ; here—principally in the open 
air. It is hung upon cords to dry, undcr 
little apprehenfions of its leavcs being in- 
jurcd by rain. Smoking is not only very 
prévalent yvith both fcxes here, but this cuf- 
tom extends evcn to girls of nine or tcn 
ycars old. Thc fmoke of thc tobacco is in- 
halcd through bamboo tubes. Its powder, 
too, is takcn as fnuff, as is likcwifc pulve- 
rifcd cinnabar ; and opium and odoriferous 
gums arc fometimcs madę ufc of for fmok- 
ing.

In the courfe of thc third day, thc route 
led through a fmall town, walled round, 
but witjiout cannon ; yet thcrc wcre troops 
ftationed for thc protcćłion of the pubhc 
granarics ; fome of whom yverc employed 
repairing thc ronds, Thcfe, in many places, 
yverc fo ftccp and rugged, that bis Excel' 
lency, whofe carriagc was forccd to bc 

draggc^
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draggcd cmpty over them, was at interval« 
c°nveyed in a palanquin. At the bottom 

lome of thefe hills a river ran to the 
louthward, over which there was a bridge 
creéted upon caillons of wattlcs or hurdlcs, 
fillcd with iloncs. Bridges of this kind, 
e°nltrućtcd at a trifling expence, arc the 
heft calculated for rcfilting the torrents 
which, at times, rufli iüddcnly and impe- 
tuoufly front the circumambicnt précipices, 

he caillons, occafionally of varied dimen- 
^î°ns, arc fixed by perpcndicular ipars, wholc 
’^irnbcr and ftrcngth likcwilê vary accord- 

to the iprcad of the river, or rapidity of 
current ; and planks, hurdlcs, and gravel 

Ure placcd over the wholc. But in broad 
d>id navigable ftreams the cailïon-work is in- 
tcrruptcd, and large flat-bottomed boats 
1^'iced in the vacuum.

Approaching the confines of Tartary, 
^'ere was a perceptible ailimilation of man- 

1:s between the Chinefe and Tartars, which 
*lt l’ekin wcrc ftrikingly oppolitc. The 
l)rincipid discrimination of the Tartar wo-

Y 4 men
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men confifted in the fizc of their fcet. Both 
wore natural and artificial flowers in their 
hcad-drefles. This décoration is neither neg- 
Icćłcd by the poor nor abandoned by the old ; 
and flowers arc purpofely cuitivated for drefs 
by perfons who hâve no other occupation. 
Many of thcfc gardeners, from attention 
and expérience, hâve difeovered methods of 
heightening the bcauty, and incrcafing the 
fragrancy of the anémone, the pcony, the 
matricaria, and many other flowers.

On the morning of the fourth day the 
travellers came in fight of what has hceib 
and will continue to be, the wonder and 
admiration of ages,—a work of ftupendous 
magnitude, the Great Wall of China; faid 
to extend in coude fifteen hundred miles- 
Noie VIL

The road which lcd to the Wall was by 
a fteep afeent, which carried them to the 
fouthern gâte, thrown acrofs the road, whcre 
it pafled over the fummit of a range of hiHs» 
inacccflible almoft in every part. Along 
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this it ran through a narrow pafs to a mili- 
tary poft fituatcd at its extremity. Herc is, 
as well as at other poils, placée! at certain 
diftances, fomc men, gencrally unarmed, 
turncd out as the Embafly pafled. A loo 
Was beat by a man at the top of a tower, 
w hile another fired a falute of thrcc camion, 
placed vcrtically in the ground.

The Embafly paffing foon after through 
a gatc, nearer to the Tartar boundary, ar- 
nved at Koo-pc-koo, where the fłrong gar- 
r*fon refides, deftined for the defencc of this 
Part of the outer wali. Concentric works, 
United with the main wall, inclofed the for- 
trefs. At this northern border of China 
Proper, the Embaflador received military 
honours. The tropps wcrc drawn up in 
tvvo Unes, facing inwards.—A captain was 
at the head of each of the Companies, with 
the ftandard, and fivc camp colours. Man­
darines wcrc on each fidcof the lanc, formed 
hy two lines ; then mufie, tents, and trum* 
pets; triumphal gates; on each fidc twelve 
Companies in fucccflion ; and laiłly, ten 

field 
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field pièces. The Companies wcrc paraded 
cacli in the following order :

• i t n . ' i ‘11

The leider uiually a bowmanj
The ftandard» :

one fword ; five final 1 coloura ; one fword ;
and inatchkicks and fword iinen and

fwordfmen j in nunibeis nearly equal j fwordlinen > 
five deep, five deep. five decp.

r .... , "» .. ; ( ; .... ,■ , 1 *, -»• ■ ■ II-11 •' ;nj‘nj t. ji , • ■ ■ *

The wholc number amounted to about 
twelve hundred; and the fpace bctwccn the 
Companies was about feven yards, ncarly 
cqual to the extent of their front.

The Embafly had nów pafled the Chincfc 
wall ; when a Tartar, one of the attend­
ants, bcing ordered to be puniihcd by fome 
of the Chincfc mandarines, for miibeha- 
viour, the man madę a vigorous rcfiiłancc, 
and exelaimed in a loud voice, that no Chi- 
nefe had a right to inflift puniflimcnt on a 
Tartar after having pafled the great wall.

An inflancc of claimcd or affcétcd fu- 
periořity of Tartar chicfs over Chincfc, of 
equal rank, occurrcd on his Excellcncy’s

• arrivai 
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arrivai at thc ncxt ftagc ; whcre, receiving 
a complimcntary vifit from a Tartar mili- 
tary mandarine, Van-ta-zhin icarpely veu- 
hircd to lit down in his prcfencc.

On this fidc of thc wall thc feafon ap- 
peared to hâve undergonc a iiidden change, 
f'hc air was much cooler ; thc mountains 
Wcre either bare or thinly feattered with 
verdure ; thc pinc trccs werc ihinted ; thc 
°ak, alpin, clm, and walnut trccs diminiïhcd 

fize; and thc woods, inhabited by wolves, 
bears, and tygers, little botter than thorny 
Hirubs. Hares, remarked for thc length 
and fpread of their fcet and tocs, many of 
which bad whitc fürs, wcrc not hunted by 
dogs, but driven into fnares by mon.—The 
peafants of this part, like thofe about Swii- 
fcrland and thc Alps, are fubjcćt to a fwcll- 
Pig in thc glands of thc neck, callcd by thc 
trench Goitres, fuppofcd to be fuperinduccd 
by thc frequent ufc of iiiow water.

In thc feventh or lait day’s journey, thc 
ndges of thc mountains, containing im- 

menfe 
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menie rocks of granite, ran nearly parallel 
to the road. Bctwcen the upper ridge and 
bottom of the valley was deferied a perpen- 
dicular rock or antique ruin, two hundred 
fcct high, of an irregulär form, or rather, 
of that of an inverted pyramid ; having tall 
flirubs growing upon its furfaco. The an- 
nexcd engraving is an exaét repreièntation.

The cool température of the atmofphcrc 
is oonfidcrably incrcafcd by the relative élé­
vation of this part of the country ; it having 
been afccrtained, that the afeent into Tar- 
tary is at Icail fivc thoufand yards above the 
furfacc of the yellow fca. At a fmall dif- 
tance from the towering rock juif deferibed, 
through a rccefs of mountains, the valley 
ol Zhc-hol, the fummer retreat of bis Im­
peria! Majefty, opened to view.

The Embafly procecding in duc order to 
Zhc-hol, was reccivcd therc with military 
honours, and condudcd to a fuite of édi­
fices, conneéted to cach other by iteps of 
granite, They were fpacious and conve-

nient,
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nient, commanding a view of the town and 
part of the Empcror’s park. The imperial 
garden, the palaces, and the temples, fitu- 
ated immediately beyond the town, exhi- 
bited a feene of grandeur and magnifi­
cence.

Soon after the Embafiador’s arrivai, hc 
was vifited by two madarines of rank, with 
compliments from his Impérial Majcfty; and 
by another mandarine on the part of the 
great Colao or prime minifter, Ho-choong- 
taung. The Legate callcd the faîne day, 
and without offering the fmallcit apology, 
delivered back to his Exccllcncy open the 
memorial reipc&ing the. ccremony of récep­
tion, which had been cntruiicd to him fealed, 
Undcr the promifè of tranfmitting it to Ho- 
choong-taung. The Legate infmuatcd he 
bad kept the memorial in his own poifeflion, 
though it was a known faét it had been for- 
Wardcd to Zhc-hol, and its contents ap- 
proved. This change of fentimont was 
bippofed to hâve been effeéted at the iiiiti- 
gation of the Viceroy of Canton, rccently 

arrived 
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arrivée! at Zhc-hol from Thibet, wherc hc. 
had commanded the Chinefe troops. He 
was a declarcd enemy to the Engliih, and 
reprefented them as rcftlefs, enterprifing, 
and dangerous. The Colao was induced to 
believe it defirable that the homage of var­
iais to the Emperor ihould be performed by 
the Embaflador without any return of the 
independcncc of his own fovereign. Upon 
this ground, his Exccllcncy’s memorial to 
the court was not to be avowed, and, of 
courfc, no anfwcr returned : and a firm 
opinion was entertaincd that when the Em- 
baflador ihould be introduced into the pre- 
icncc of the Emperor he could not avoid 
making the accuftomed profternations with- 
out annexing any condition.

Beforc his Exccllency, then, ihould make 
his appearancc at the pałace, it bccaine in- 
difpeniibly ncceflary to have an cclairciílc- 
ment of the bufinefs. The Colao, indccd. 
had rcque.ítcd an immédiate Conference with 
the Embaifador, to learn thc purport of bis 
Majcity’s letter to the Emperor. But, in­

dependent 
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dependent of indifpofition, other motives 
wöuld hâve indiiced him to décline the vi- 
dt; and it was determined that the feeretary 

the Embafly fhould be fent in his flead, 
with a copy of the King’s lotter, and the 
Memoriał returned by the Legate. As by 
mc étiquette of the Chinefe court, no fe- 
cretary can hold córtvcríc with the prime 
vinifier, nor even fit down in his prefcncc, 
recourfe was had to the commiffion of mi- 
n>fter plenipotentiary, granted to the feerc- 
tary, in cafe of abfcncc or indifpofition of 
me Embaffador ; and in this charaćłcr he 
'Waited on the Colao. This Vizicr of China 
had been raifed, twenty ycars fince, froni 
an obfeure birth, and from the humble fia- 
tlr>n of onc of the guards of thé palace gates, 

the dignified flation which, under the 
h-niperor, dclcgated to him the whole 
P°Wcr of the empire.

Cn entering the audience room, the Co- 
^°a obfervcd fitting upon a platform co- 
'e‘ncd with filk, bctwccn two Tartar an<!

Chinefe mandarines of fiate. A chair
•was 
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was brought for the Engliffi miniftcr, but 
thc Legate, and fcveral othcr mandarines, 
and thc interpreter ítood thc wholc time. 
Thc Colao having formally demanded thc 
objcct of thc Britifli Embafl'y to China, he 
was referred to his Majefty’s letter to the 
Emperor, a Chinefe copy of which was 
handed to him, and he feemed plcafcd with 
its purport. The Embaflador’s memorial 
being laid before him, he affećłcd to bc ig­
norant of it, though he was prepared to 
make objcćłions to thc propofal it containcd; 
which objcćłions being anfwered in a män­
ner that had been pointed out by his Exccl- 
Icncy, the Conference ended in thc wiffi, 
that thc Colao’s rcafons might bc commu- 
nicatcd to thc Embailador for his future 
confidcration.

Thc next day, the Legate and two othcr 
mandarines paid an official vifit to the Em- 
baffiador, on thc part of thc Colao, and 
preiTed him to give up thc point in queftion- 
They reprefented thc proftration as a fitnple» 
unmeaning ccjemony, wh.cn donc towards

the
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the Emperor ; but a fimilar one towards his 
Britannic Majefty as ot’ the moft ferions im­
port ; and as hints of perfonal inconvcnience 
were thrown out, in default of uncondi- 
tional compliance, his Excellcncy took that 
°pportunity of dcclaring, how much his 
ftnfe of duty to his Sovereign excecdcd 
his fenfc of danger ; that thcre muft ci- 
thcr be a reciprocity of ccrcmony, or that 
f°me ftriking charaćłcrilłic lhould be efta- 
hliihed whcrcby to diftinguifh between a 
c°nipUment paid on the part of a grcat Inde- 
peni)ent Sovereign, and the homage 
Performcd by tributär y princes; cfpeci- 
ully as already it had been cndcavoured to 
c°nfound them by giving the name of tri- 
,)ute to the Britiih prefents, as appcared by 
*he infcriptions placcd upon them by the 
^hinefe. Not bcing, perhaps, awarc that 
ri)is circumftance was known to the Embaf- 
ador, thcy wcre forced to admit the pro- 

Priety of thc propofal ; and thcy aikcd, how 
*‘u confiftcnt with his duty, and in what 
Canner, different from that of thc vaflals, 

could tcftify his perfonal refpcćt to bis 
nipcrial Majefty ? His Excellcncy replicd, 

Z that 
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that on approaching his own Sovereign, to 
whom he was bound by cvery bond ot alle- 
giance and attachaient, he beat upon one 
knee ; and that he was willing to comply 
with tlíc tarne form, to dcmonftrate his re- 
fpcétful ícntiments towards his Imperiál 
Majcíty.

This proportion fccmcd pcrfcétly fatisfac- 
tory to thc mandarines, who promifcd to 
return foon with thc courťs détermination- 
In the interim, it bccame a matter of fur- 
prifc atZhe-hol, how a fcw íolitary llrungers, 
at the merey of a forcign court, íhould háve 
thc prcíumption to oder to it conditions ; oí 
thc intrepidity to rclufe to it obédience- 
Thcy wcrc to bc ícnt back without audi­
ence ; and no attention paid to their com- 
plaints. It was at that moment, howcvcf, 
ncccífary to complain of thc paucity of pr°' 
vifions, which ncgleét was inftantly i’e" 
drefíed, and fupplics in future abundantly 
furniíhed.

Tlíc town of Zhc-hol is fmall ; thc dwcH' 
ings mifcrablc, and crammcd with pcopl^

The
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The ftreets wcre unpaved, and moftly crook- 
ed. The beft houfes belongcd to the man­
darines. The valley of Zhe-hol, which 
winds between hills, lias a rich, fertile foil, 
but its culture is neglcćted. It is watered by 
a ftream running through it, in the fands 
of which were found particles of gold. The 
circumjacent hills appeared to hâve been 
once well planted with trees; but thofe few 
which rcmained were ftunted ; and timber 
"'vas become vcry fcarcc. No young planta­
tions had been madę to fupply the old ones 
out down.—The garden of every pcafant 
contained a well for watering it ; and the 
buckets for drawing up the water were madę 
of ozier twigs, wattlcd or platted with fo 
olofe a texture, as to hołd any fluid. Garlic, 
and other acrid and aromatic vegetablcs were 
fcen in abundance in every garden, as they 
fcrve as a relilh to the rice and millet, the 
Principal fubfilłence of the pcafantry.

Intimation was given to the Embaflador, 
tiiat his Imperial Majefty would be pleafed 
to accept of the farąe form of rcfpcćtful

Z 2 obédience 
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obcdience from thc Englifli, which they wen 
accuiłomed to pay to their own fovcrcign. 
It was alfo notified, in form, that the ré­
ception of the Embafly by thc Empcror 
would tako place on thc fourtccnth of Sep­
tember, thrcc days prior to his birthday. 
In thc interim vcry flattering meflages wcrc 
convcycd to his Exccllency, exprcflivc ot 
thc great fatisfaćłion which thc prefents 
gave to his Imperial Majefty.

In a private vifit which thc Embaflador 
afterwards madę to thc Colao, hc was rc- 
ccivcd with unrefervednefs and affability, 
and with proper attention to his rank and 
charaćtcr. In thc conrfe of converfation, 
his Exccllency was defirous of imprefling 
the Colao with a full conviition of thc in- 
gcnuoufnefs of thc paft conduit, and thc 
purity of thc future intentions of his Majef­
ty towards China. He perfifted in thc pa­
cifie and bcncficcnt maxims of his govern- 
ment, whofe chief obje ił was thc extenfio» 
of commerce for univerfal benefit ; and hc 
Ilightly touchcd, as incidcntal matter, on 

thc.
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thc afřáirs of thc tributary princes ; on thc 
diflblution of thc Mogul empire of Hindof- 
tan, in whofe contcfłs, though they elaimed 
protcćłion of thc neighbouring countries, 
thc Engjifh did not interfère. The Colao, 
however, affordcd not thc leaft opening for 
a particular difavowal of having lent aífiíř- 
ancc to thc Rajah of Napaul ągainlł the 
peuple of Thibet.

His Exccllcncy bcing no ftranger to the 
haughty notions entertained by thc Chinefe 

their bcing independent in point of com­
merce, and that every fuch tranfaćłion with 
foreigners was by them confidered as a boon 
Or courtcfy, was far from infinuating that 
they could be advantaged in a mutual inter­
change of Commodities ; in thc fupply öf 
Cotton or ricc from India; of bullion; or, 
^aftly, by thc aid of a naval force to exter- 
minatc thc fwarm of pirates from their 
Coafts. The Embaifador was not averfe to 
their confidcring a commercial intcrcourfe 
*ls a condcfcenfion on their part, and offered 
to treat on thofc terms.—The Colao obíčrved 

Z 3 hercupon,
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hereupon, that thcy fhould hâve frequent 
opportunities of converúng together during 
his Excellcncy’s abodc in China.

Ho-choong-taung, befidcs being a finifh- 
cd iłatefman, was of refined manners, and of 
deep pénétration. The favour of his fovereign 
callcd him to his high office and powcr, and 
the approving voicc of perfons of rank and 
influence maintained hiin in it. He was 
rendered ftill rnorc fecure in its pofleffion by 
a matrimonial tic, his fon being married to 
a daughtcr of the Emperor ; for princes, in 
Afiatic governments, often intermarry with 
their fubjećts. This connedion, however, 
alarmed fomc of the Imperial family, and 
other loyal fubjeds, who fäw no bounds to 
this favourite’s ambition, inafmuch as the cf- 
tablifhed principles of that government leave 
the fucceffion to the choice of the rcigning 
prince, who, in licu of its defeending by 
primogenituře, may exclude, as has already 
been inftanced, even his own offspring and 
family. A man, over zealous, was punifh- 
çd capitally, by the prefent Emperor, f°f 

daring.
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daring, in a memorial, to advife his Imperial 
Majeíty to proclaim his fuccefíbr, to avoid 
future diflentions.

The Emperor was accompanicd by moft 
of his family on the day of the Embaíladors 
prefentation, the ícene of which was in the 
garden of the palace ofZhc-hol. The Em- 
peror s magnificent tent was placed in the 
middle of the garden, and within it was a 
throne. Immodiately behind this tent was 
another, of an oblong form, having a íbpha 
’n it at one extremity, for the Emperor to 
retire to occafionally. In the front were 
lèverai fmall round tents ; one for the ac­
commodation of the Embafly till his Impe­
riál Majefty íhoukl arrive,—the others for 
that of the tribulary princes of Tartary, and 
delegates from other tributary liâtes, who 
came to Zne-hol to be prêtent at the celc- 

.^ration of the birthday, but who attcnded 
n°w to dignity the Embafiador’s réception, 
i he reprcfentaťivc of the King of Great Bri- 
tam was to be rcceivcd by his Imperial Ma-

Z 4 jcíty,
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jciły, in his large, iłatc tent, fcated upon 
his throne.

As a compliment to the Britifh Embafly, 
the Emperor permitted his courtiers to ap- 
pcar drefled in Englifli cloth in lieu of fllk 
and fürs. The princes wore the tranfpa- 
rcnt red button, marking the higheft of the 
nine orders, as fixed by the prefent Empe­
ror. No perfon appeared who was interior 
to the fécond rank in the iłatc, the charac- 
tcriiłic of which is, the opaque red button. 
Thcrc arc threc elafles of another kind of 
dignity, which conflit of pcacock’s feathers 
fixed in agate tubes, worn pendent from the 
bonnet ; and hc who had been honoured 
with thrcc feathers, doubtlcíš thought him- 
fclf thrice happy. In compliance with the 
étiquette of the court, which is to bc a long 
time in waiting, the Embafly aflemblcd bc- 
forc pccp of day ; but many of the courtiers 
had remained all night in the garden.

The Empcror’s approaçh was notified, 
foon after day light, by instruments of mufle.

His
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His Imperial Majefty was prcccded by per­
dons loudly proclaiming his virtucs and his 
power. He was borne by iixteen men in a 
triumphal car, followed by his guards, offi- 
cers of the houfehold, ftandard and umbrclla 
bearers, and a band of mufie. He worc a 
plain, dark filk, with a velvet bonnet, hav- 
lng a large pearl in the front, the only jewcl 
be had about him.

His Imperial Majelly entered the tent, 
and afeending a few fteps, confecratcd only 
to his ufe, feated himfelf upon the throne, 
l'he Colao, and two offieers of his houfe- 
bold wcrc next him, and knelt whenever 
tbey addrefled him, The princes of the fa- 
1T”ly, the tributary princes, and offieers of 
ftate having gained their rcfpeétive dations 
111 the tent, the prefident of the tribunal of 
lltcs conduétcd the Embaflador, attendcd 
b? his page and interpreter, the minider 
P^nipotentiary being alfo prefent, ncar the 
b’ot of the throne, on the leit hand fidc— 
tbc place of honour. The other gentlemen 

the Embafîy, many mandarines and offi­
ce« 
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cors of varions ranks, were at thc grcat 
opening of the tent, whence every thing 
that pafled could be obferved.

His Excellcncy appeared in a fuit of vcl- 
vct richly embroidered, decorated with a 
diamond badge and ftar, the Order of thc 
Bath, and over this, a long mantle of the 
famo order. The minifłcr plenipotentiary, 
being an honoráry doćłor of laws, of thc 
univerfíty of Oxford, was habited in thc fcar- 
let gown of that degrec. The Embaflador, 
purfuant to iiiftrućłions rcceived from thc 
prefident of thc ceremonies, hcld thc large, 
magnificent, fquarc gold box, embcUilhed 
with jcwcls, containing his Majcfty’s letter 
to thc Emperor, between both hands raifed 
above his head,—and mounting thc fieps 
which led to thc throne, and bending upon 
one knee, prefented thc box with a fuitablc 
laconic addrcfs to his Imperial Majefty, w ho 
rccciving it graciouily with his own hands, 
put it by his fidc, and rcprcfcntcd “ the 
fatisfaćlion hc fclt at the teftimony which 
his Britannic Majciły gave to him of his 

cíle cm 
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eftccm and good will, in fending him an 
Ernbaffy, with a Icttcr, and rare prefcnts ; 
that he, on his part, cntcrtaincd fentiments 

thc fame kind towards thc fovereign of
^reat Britain, and hoped that harmony 
'vould always bc maintained among thcir 
rcfpcćtive fubjećłs.”

Thc dignified and fplcndid männer in 
which thc Embafly was reccivcd, influcnced 
thc minds of thc Chincfe, and induced them 
to bclicvc that thc govemment was about to 
tflakc a change of mcafurcs favourable to the 
h-nglifh, Einbafladors wcre not ufually rc- 
ceivcd by the Empcror upon his throne ; 
Dor wcre thcir credentials delivered into his 
hands, but ordinarily into thofe of his mi- 
•hfters.

The firft prefent which thc Empcror 
ftiade to his Majcfty was a jcwcl or prccious 
ftone, more than twclvc inches long, highly 
valued by the Chincfe. It was carved into 
thc fimilitudc of a Chincfe feeptre, in the 
form of that which is always placcd upon 

thc
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thc Imperial throne, alluíive of peacc and 
plenty. The Embaflador, in compliance 
with thc Chinefc étiquette, and altu thc 
miniiłcr plcnipotcntiary, rcfpcćtfully offered 
prefents, in their turn, on their own behalf; 
which his Imperial Majeiły vouchfafcd to 
rcceivc, and gave others in return.

Adverting to thc inconvcnicncy of having 
rccourfe to an interpreter to explain what- 
ever pafled during thc interview, his Impe­
rial Majeiły aikcd thc Colao, if therc were 
any portons in the Ernbafiy acquainted with 
thc Chinefc languagc ; and bcing told that 
thc EmbaiTador’s page, Malter George 
Staunton, a youth then in his thirtccnth 
ycar, was thc only onc who had madc any 
proficicncy in it, thc Emperor defired he 
might be brought up to him ; and he aikcd 
him to fpeak Chinefc. His Imperial Ma- 
jcily was fo charmed with the couverte and 
elegant manners of this accomplilhed young 
gentleman, that he took i'rom his girdlc his 
areca-nut purfe, which hung to it, and pre- 
fented it to him with his own hand. It

was
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Was of piain yellow iîlk, and had the figure 
°i the five-clawcd dragon, and fome Tartar 
charaćters wrought upon it. A reprcfcnta- 
^on of this purfe, with onc of the leeptres 
łntcndcd for bis Majcffy, is given in the an- 
nexcd plate. Purfes, it feems, are the ri- 
^ands of the Chinefc monarch, which he 
heftows as rewards of merit ; but the Em- 
peror’s own purfe was a token of perfonal 
tavour, valucd by the Chinefc above all 
°ther gifts.

At the conclufion of thefe ceremonies,
Wcrc brought up to the Emperor, at the 
r‘&ht hand of the throne, lèverai Hindoo 
^bafladors from Pćgu, and Mahometans 

r°tti the vicinity of the Cafpian, who, when 
t,lcy had repeated nine folcmn proitrations,. 
Wcre fpeedily difmiflcd.—After this, the 
Rriglifh Embafiador, and the thrcc perlons

llCconipanying him, wcre conduftcd to the 
hand of his Imperial Majcfty, and feat- 

üpon cufhions. The princes of the 1m- 
PCrial family, the chief Tartar tributaries, 
lri(l the higheft officcrs of court were fcated,

accörding 
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according to rank, ncarer to or more remot(? 
from the throne, beforc which was placed a 
table for his Imperial Majefty ; and one ta­
ble was likewife laid for every two guefts. 
Whcn ail were feated, the tables were un- 
covercd, and difplayed a fplendid banquet. 
Varions kinds of viands and different forts 
of fruit were ferved up in bowls, piled 
pyramidically one above another. Tea was 
alfo introduced. During the repaft, every 
bowl or cup handed to the Emperor was 
taken with hands raifed above the head, as 
had been donc by the Embaffador whcn he 
prefented the gold box. Much filence and 
great folcmnity, verging on religions awc, 
were obfcrvcd during the whole of tins 
bufinefs.

His Imperial Majeffy’s attention to b«s 
Europcan guefts was rcmarkably confpicu- 
ous. By his order, fcvcral dilhes Wd’c 
handed to them from his own table ; and 
whcn the repaff was fmiíhed, he fent f°ť 
them, and gave them, with his own hand, 
a goblet of warm Chinefe wine. Inquir*1*# 

oi
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of the Embaflador ho w old his own fove- 
rcign was, hc cordially wiihed, in anfwer, 
that hc might attain his years, which then 
amountcd to eighty-threc, in a perfect cn- 
joyment of health. The fcftival concluded, 
îie dcfccnded the throne, and walkcd firm 
and erećł to the open chair which was in 
Waiting.

*
A fhort time after the Embaflador return- 

cd, hc received, from his Imperial Majcily, 
prefents of filk, porcelaine, and tea forhim- 
feli and ail the gentlemen of his fuite. 
Sonic rare white grapcs, morę oblong in 
form than the Spanífh olives, and about 
their fizc, wcrc mixed with the occafional 
prefents of fruit.—At or after the cuitomary 
vifits, between fuperiors and inferiors, an 
interchange of prefents takes place ; but 
thofe from the former arc beftowed as do- 
nations, while the latter arc received as affer­
ma •• thefe being the Chinefc terms for fuch 
prefents as pais between the Empcror and 
forcign princes.

Among
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Among thc many inftanccs of civility on 
the part of thc Emperor was an invitation 
to thc Embafifador and fuite to vifit thc gar­
den and plcafure grounds of Zhc-hol. This, 
Jike many other tranfaćlions at the Imperial 
court, began early in thc morning. In go- 
ingthither they met thc Emperor, who, alter 
being grcctcd by thc Einbaflador, informed 
him, hc was procecding to his dévotions 
in the temple ofPoo-ta-la; that as they did 
not worfhip thc famc gods, hc fhould for- 
bcar to folicit his Excellency tojoin him; 
but that he had given dircćłions to his 
miniiters to accompany him through thc 
gardons.

His Excellency was not lefs furprifed than 
plcafcd to find that Ho-choong-taung, the 
prime miniftcr, had bcen ordered for this 
purpofe, in thc hopc of it affording a fa- 
vourablc opportunity of contraćting an in- 
timacy, and refuming thć topie which was 
thc chief objcćt of his miflion. But this 
plcafurablc idea was foon reprefied by the 
appcarancc of thc Thibet general, who 

joined
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joincd the Colao, as if hc dreaded the Em- 
baflador’s gaining any afcendency over him, 
or that any explanation might take place 
between them relative to the Thibct war ; 
and left no opportunity of entering on either 
fubjećłs. The general’s brothcr, and ano- 
ther chicftain of rank were alfo prefent.

His Exccllency and fuite were condućłcd 
by them through a vaft inclofurc of plcafurc 
grounds, forming a portion only of the exten- 
fivc gardens ; the rcmąinder, appropriated 
for the ufe of the femalc part of the Impe­
rial farnily, was inacccflible to thefe minif- 
ters as well as to the Englifh.— Riding 
through a verdant valley, in which were wil- 
lows whofc trunks were of vaft magnitude, 
they arrived at a lako, upon which they 
failed in yachts till they could proceed no 
łarther for a bridge. The fpreading leavcs 
and fragrant flowers of the lien-wha, a fpc- 
c>es of the lily, covcrcd the furfacc of the 
wat er.

A a Ncar
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Ncar the bordcrs of thc lakc wcrc fcveral 
fmall palaces. In cach was a public ball, 
having a throne in thc middle, and a fcw 
•fide roonis chicfly furniihed with Ęuropcan 
works of art, and rare natural produirions 
of Tartary. Upon a marble pedcftal, placvd 
in onc of thc pavillons upon thc lakc, was 
an agate of unique beauty and fizc, of which 
a corrcćł plate is given. This agate, which 
by art is madc to reprefent a landtèapc, is 
four fect long, upon which is eut a copy ot 
verfes compolèd by his Imperial Majefty.

Varions kind of quadrupeds and birds 
wcrc difeovered in the gardens, but no mé­
nagerie of wild bcafts. There wcrc alfo 
4bmc monftrous varietics of gold and filvcr 
fiíhcs fporting in ponds of elear water, whofe 
beds wcrc covcrcd with agate, jafper, and 
other prccious ftoncs. The walks wcrc not 
covcrcd with gravel, nor werc thc grounds 
enrichcd by bclts of trecs, nor clumps 
fhrubs : art had lent but little affiftancc to 
nature in £hc diftribution of its objeds.

One
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One of the curiofitics, reportcd to bc in 
the garden of Zhe-hol, was inadmifíible to 
the party, the terwn 'm miniature ; being in- 
clofcd within thofe Ümits fet apart for thc 
ladies of the palace. It is faid, by a mif- 
iionary, to bc an exaft reprefentation of the 
tranfaćłions of common life ; as well as thc 
buftlc and confufion of the capital. The 
filme miflionary, in quality of artift, had 
been engaged in thc embelliíhmcnt oř a 
fimilar work, in thc ladies’ garden at\ucn- 
min-yucn. Somcthing of this kind is now 
in onc of thc Imperial palaces of Petcrfburg.

Thc general deportment of thc Colao, 
during thc excurfion through the gardens, 
Was that of an cxpcricnccd courtier ; his 
politenefs and attention to thc Embaflador 
wcrc unremitting. The othcr minifter was 
affable and courtcous ; but thc manners of 
his .brother, thc general, wcrc formal and 
ungracious ; nor was it in thc powcr of thc 
Itmbaifador, by flattering his talents as a 
Warrior, to diffipatc his ill humour. The 
prime minifter, in thc courfc of converfa-

A a 2 t?on»
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tion, mcntioning thc arrivai of thc Lion 
and Hindoftan at Chu-fan, his Exccllency 
feizcd that opportunity of rcqueíting that 
Câptain Macintofh might now bc pcrmitted 
to join his fhip, having paid his obeifance 
to thc Empcror ; but thc Thibct generał, 
who kept clofc to thc Colao, immcdiatcly 
interpofed, and exclaimcd, it was highly 
impolitic to fuffer him to traverfe thc Chi- 
nefe dominions. Nothing dccifivc was dc- 
termined on for thc prefent ; but thc Em- 
baflador prefled thc Colao to give him an 
opportunity hcrcaftcr of renewing thc fub- 
jed.

Ho-choong-taung, from thc multiplicity 
of fiate bufincfs, and thc great fatigue o< 
that day’s cxcrcifc, was taken ill, and he 
fent to requeft thc EmbafTador would alloW 
bis Englifh phyfician to vifit him. Doftof 
Gillan followcd thc meflenger to thc Colao s 
houfe, where fbmc of thc faculty wcrc af- 
fcmblcd. Tca, fruit, and fwcctmcats fol­
lowcd the firlt ceremonies of introduction J 
when thefe wcrc removed, the patient pre' 

fenteJ
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fcnted firft his right arm, then his leit; and 
thc doćłor, to comply, in fome dcgrce, 
with thc préjudices of the country, and that 
fic might give no offcncc eithcr to thc pa­
tent or his phyficians, very gravely feit the 
pulfc in both arms, and for fome continu- 
ancc. He told them, however, that Eu- 
r°pcans did not deem it at all ncccffary to 
frei thc pulfc in different parts, as they well 
knew that thc pulfation was fimultancous in 
CVcry part of thc body ; which doćtrine bc- 
Ing new, and as amazing to thc phyficians 
as to thc Colao himfclf, he applicd thc fore 
finger of thc Colao’s right band to thc left 
tcmporal artery, and the fanie finger of his 
kft hand to thc right ankle, when, to his 
uttcr aftoniihment, he found thc pulfc beat 
at thc famc inftant of time at cach part.— 
ky the anfwers to thc queftions which Doc» 
*Or Gillan put to him, he found twodiffinćł 
c°tnplaints, Rhçumatifm, and Ilcrnia. The 
fioéior’s explanation of thc nature ol the 
fiborders, and propofed method of eure, 
Ucre put down in writing ; thc Colao was 
Perfeétly fatisfied with the doétor’s idcas, 

A a 3 and
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and madc liiin a prcfent of a piece of fdk. 
Note VIII.

As no interview could be obtaincd with 
the Colao for fomc timc, notwithftanding 
hc was foon eafcd of his rheumatie pains, 
the Embaftador determined to writc to him 
on the fubjećt of Captain Macintofh, to re- 
queft his fpcedy departurc to rejom his fhip 
at Chu-fan ; and as no Chinefc could be 
found hardy cnough to carry a letter with- 
out leave from the Legate, (who, by the 
by, had bccn degraded by the Emperor for 
not going on board the Lion with the two 
mandarines Van-ta-zhin and Chow-ta-zhin, 
and now wore in his bonnet the opaque 
whitc, inftead of the tranfparent bluc but- 
ton, and, pendent from his cap, a crow s 
taił fcathcr inftead of a pcacock’s, though hc 
ftill retained his authority and offices, being 
protefted by Ho-choong-taung) the inter­
preter to the Embafly, not without great 
rifk, and much pcrfonul infult from the rab" 
blc on the road, undertook the bufinefs, an<ł 

put 
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put tlíc Icttcr into a proper channcl for its 
ipeedy delivery.

The Embalfador and his fuite wcrc called 
before fun-rife, on the morning of the fe- 
Ventcenth of September, to be prefent at 
the célébration of his Imperial Majcily’s an- 
niverfary ; a fcftival which lalłed many 
days, though the feaft was cxprcfsly devoted 
for rendering folemn and devout homage to 
the fupreme Majefty of the Emperor. The 
Ceremonia! pafled in a vaft hall, in which 
''verc alicmblcd the princes, tributaries, cm- 
haiîadors, great officcrs of ilatc, and princi­
pal mandarines.—To the found of cylindric 
helis, íuípendcd in a line from ornamented 
haines of wood, and gradually diminiihing 
in fize ;—and alfo to that of triangulär pièces 
°f metal, placcd in the famé order as the 
helis, as well as to the mufie of vari­
ons other inftrumcnts, a flow and folemn 
hymn was fung by cunuchs. During the 
chaunting of this cncomiaftic long, which, 
accompanicd by the mulic, produccd a 
grand cftcćt,— at particular lignais, nine

A a 4 times
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timcs rcpcatcd, cvcry perfon prefcnt pro- 
ftratcd himfelf nine timcs, except the Em- 
baflador and his fuite, who madc only ono 
profound obcifancc.—He towhom this awful 
aćt of adoration was madc, in imitation of 
the Deity, kept himfelf the wholc time in- 
vifible.

The influence intended to be wrought 
upon the minds of men by this devout véné­
ration of a human being, was not to be 
cffaccd by an immédiate iucceffion of fport 
or merriment : fcenes of this kind wcrc de­
ferred till the morrow. In the mcan time the 
EmbaiTador, accompanicd by Sun-ta-zhin, 
a Tartar chief, lately promoted to the rank of 
Colao, vifitcd, among other places, the grand 
tempie of Poo-ta-la, comprifing one vaft, 
and fevcral fmall fabrics. The principal was 
a grand cathédral of a fquarc form, pach of 
whofe fides was two hundred fcet. It con- 
tained eleven rows of Windows, one above 
another, having as many ranges of apart- 
ments. The front was plain and uniform, 
but well finiíhed. The apartments of the 
quadranglc wcrc united together by a fpa- 

cious
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Clous corridor bclow, and an open gallcry 
above. A fpace railcd off in the middle of 
thc chapel, raifed above the floor, prefented 
threc altars fuperbly dccoratcd, and three 
coloffcan itatues of Fo, his wife, and child ; 
and in an obicurc recei's, at the back of thefe 
altars was the facrcd tabernacle, with a fin- 
§lc glimmcring light, as if intended to im- 
Prefs the mind with religions horror.—No 
lefs than eight hundred lamas or priefts were 
attached to this temple, fomc of them from 
their infancy ; but all officiated in the exte- 
i'ior ceremonies of religion, which greatly 
c°ntributed to its magnificence. This ex- 
Pcnfivc dévotion of the Emperor towards 

was fuppofed to hâve arifen from this 
Clrcumltance; that in contcmplating his long 

félicitons reign, he had wrought himfelf 
”P to the belief, that his favorite deity had 
c°ndefcended to bccomc incarnate in his 
Pcrfon.

"1 he ncxt day, upon the lawn bcforc the 
^fhperor’s grcat tent, werc exhibited a va- 
ricty of entertainments ; and his Impérial

Majefty,
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Majeftý, furroundcd by his court, graced 
thcm with bis prefence. The ipcélûcics 
wcrc entirely Chinefc ; and every perfon 
who cxcclled in any particular talent, 
whether for ftrcngth, dexterity, or in the 
performance of any extraordinary feat of 
agility, wcrc aflcmbled on the occasion, in 
the prcfence of innumcrablc fpcéfators. 
Somc were famous in the art of balancing : 
others at legerdemain, tumbling, wrelfling, 
dancing, and varions other excrcifes. There 
was alfo forne vocal, and a great variety ot 
inftrumcntal mufie. After the muficians, 
were performed fancied ballets, by many 
hundred perfons, babited in tunics; in which 
fuch Chinefe chařaétcrs were reprefented as, 
difeovered by the aid of lights in tranfluccnt 
lanterns of varions colours, refleétcd much 
commcndation on his Imperial Majeity.

Next to the ballets, varions kinds of firC' 
works wcrc lanchcd off, 'which difplaycd 
great íkill in the pyrotechnie art. Scvcral 
of the conccits wcrc new to the Englb*1 
fpeáators, among which was the foliowi»#* 

A large 
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A large box being font up high in the air, 
rts bottom fccmcd accidcntally to drop ont, 
írorn which aperturo iflued a vaft number of 
papers wrapped up in a flat form. Thefe pa­
pers unfolded themfelves from cach other 
by degrecs, and were transformed into re­
gulär lauterns, in cach of which a burning 
light was fuddcniy pcrccivéd, whofe flame 
Was vivid and bcautifully colourcd ;—cffećt- 
ed without any communication from with­
out which could produce thc flame that was 
Within.—But what was moft extraordinary, 
mis dévolution and dcvclopcmcnt were rci- 
terated, with a change of figure every time, 
as well as a change of colours. Smallcr 
Correfpondent boxes were affixed to cach fide 
of thc large onc, which unclofcd in thc 
firne way, and expofed to view a kind of 
rtet-work of firc, with partitions of varions 
forms that glittered like burdifhed coppcr; 
a|ul, with every guft of wind, produccd co- 
r'ifcant flaflics rcfcmbling lightning,' The 
"Wholc concluded with a volcanic éruption 

artificial firc, in thc grandeft ilile imagin­
able.

A fei cd
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A fclcćł party was invited to a pantomi­
mie entertainment in the theatre belonging 
to the ladies of the palace ; a imali hand- 
fomc building, three ftorics high, fituated 
between their pleafure grounds and the Em- 
peror’s garden. It contained three open 
ftages, one above another. The gucfts, 
among which were the Embaflador and 
a part of his fuite, fat in deep boxes, oppo- 
fitc the lowcft ftage ; over them were the 
ladies, in latticed galleries, who could fee 
what was doing upon any of the ftages, 
though they were invifiblc to ail. It ap- 
peared that the Empcror was willing to 
gratify their curiofity with a fight of onc 
bclonging to the Embafly, the page being 
condudcd out of the Embaftador’s box, by 
an eunuch, upon a platform within view of 
the ladies.

The adors, who were numerous, and 
fi lied the three ftages, inftead of appearing 
in the human ïhape, aflumed the likenefs 
not only of animais, but likewife of a va­
riety of inanimatc productions of fea and 

land;
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land ; intended, pcrhaps, to rcprcfcnt an epi- 
tomc of thc world. The pantomime was 
dividcd into fevcral aćłs, and lafted a conii- 
dcrablc part of thc afternoon.—During the 
performance, the Empcror called the Em- 
oaflador to him, and faid, “ It was only on 
particular occafions, like the prefent, that 
hc afllftcd at fuch fpećłaclcs ; thc care of 
Wching ovcr thc iafety of his people, and 
enaćting laws for their wclfarc, neccflarily 
demandcd every moment of his time.”

Notwithftanding this unremitting atten­
tion to thc public wcal, his Imperial Majefty 
'lad found leifure to cultivate fomc of the 
polité arts. He had written poems, fome- 
t'iing like thc épies of Voltaire, which fhew-

tafte and fancy. A few ftanzas werc 
configncd to thc Embatlador for his Majefty, 
ils werc fome rare gems, highly prized from 
^aving bcen cight centuries in thc family ; 
and they wete prcfcutcd as a pledge of per­
pétuai friendlhip.

It
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It had bccn the cuílom of thc Emperoť, 
after the célébration of his birthday to fol- 
low the great chafe of wild beaíts in the fo- 
reíls of Tartary ; but this fport was now 
deelined on account of his advanced ago. 
Hc gcncrally paíTcd the fummer in his Tar­
tar, and the winter in his Chinefe territo- 
lies; and as his Imperial Majelly had re- 
folvcd on a ípccdy return to Pekin, it was 
fettlcd that the Embaflador fhould leave 
Zhc-hol bvforc him.—The latitude of this 
place was afeertained to be forty one degrees 
fifty ciglit minutes north.

Previous to bis Excejlency’s departurc for 
Pekin, hc rcccived an anfwer froin thc Co- 
lao to bis letter, fignifying, that the Hin' 
doftan ihould be allowed to feil goods and 
purchafc a cargo at Chu-fan, under thc pr°' 
tedion of thc. mandarines, who ihould ta»c 
care that the natives did not exačt ; an^ 
that, as flic had came front Europe chiefty 
laden with prefents for thc Emperor, n° 
dutics ihould be taken on her return ; bi^ 
that Captain Macintofli could not be alloW«
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to join his ihip.—This difappoinment was 
doubtleü owing to thc illibcraliy and un- 
friendiinefs of thc Thibct general,

CHAPTER XI.
F Wkxi. jhjií aiMft a ni. tu ten/fanii 
R£ïURN TO PEKIN. OB SERT ATI OSS AND

\ 1
OCCURRENCES THEKE, ASD A’IYUEN- 

MIN-YüEN. DEPARTURE I'ROMPEKIN. 

JOÜRNEY TO HAN-CHOO-FOO, 1ARTLY 

VPON THE IMPERIAL CANAL.

t Í 1 ' t • ■ ' « ‘ • ’ » ■* *■"’ *

HE Embaffador, his fuite, ^uards, 
and train of domeiiies quitte! Zhe- 

°n thc morning of the twenty firlt of 
cptcniber ; and halting, in the cvciing, at 
llc °i thc Emperor’s palaces, on< of thc 

ß^ards died thcrc. Thisevent waskept fc- 
rct» it being contrary to rule to Juffer any 

to expire within the Imperia 
c ncxt morning his body was 

as 

1 precinćtsi 
convcycd,
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as if ake, in a palanquin, and at a fcW 
miles dłance, his dcath was formai ly an- 
nouncce

The Imbafly arrivcd at Pekin on the 
evening ci’ thc twenty fixth of September, 
to thc ineipreffiblc joy of fuch of thcir fel- 
low travelfcrs as had ncccflarily been leit be' 
hinc thcrc, who had remained ever fince 
immired m in a ftatc littlc better than ac- 
tual captiviy. Some of the miflionaries, 
in thc firft iays, had paid them occafioiial 
vifits ; but this fricndly intercourfe aroufaê 
thc éalouly of tbc Chincfc, they wcrc 
ordecd to bc difeontinued, and thc coB' 
duétof botli, in future, narrowly watche^’ 
—Tic EmbaiTador’sentrancc, however, irtt0 
thc ôty was rnarkcd with thc ufual honoüi8» 
and le rcccived thc accuftomcd viiits ot 
mancarincs.

His Exccllcncy bfcing, among other c»" 
cumftaaccs, awarc that a iyftem of prêtai1 
tion originating in jcaloufy had been c°n 
ïlantly adopted with regard to thc l'nïhaflp 

foreia'v 
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foreíaw thc expcdicncy of fixing fomc future 
díly for his dcparturc, and he had underftood 
that fuch a propofal was.expeéted. No per­
manent refidcnce had cvcr yet bcen cftab- 
Hfhed in China for any foreign miniíter ; 
ar,d thc govcrnmcnt of thc country confi- 
dcring embaífadors as gucíts, whofe charges 
^Crc dcfraycd out of thc public purfe, thc 
^nboundcd hofpitality, and fumptuous treat- 
ment alrcady affordcd to thc Engliíh, were 
powcrful arguments againft thc prolongation 
°f thc vifit. The Embaífador, therefore, 
mfolved to aík leave to départ in thc begin- 
Hnig of Fcbruary, before which time hc 
lłllght hopc to cffeét fomething towards thc- 
cftabliíhment of a more frequent and friend- 
V commercial intcrcourfe.

Extcrior ceremonies performed in honour 
()1 thc Emperor, which tend greatly to in- 
ip’re thc people with fentiments of refpcél 
a'id duty towards him, are praétiíčd gene- 
r‘dly throughout thc empire. On his Im­
periál Majeüy’s birthday, all thc manda- 
r,ncs at Pekin, drefled in their ceremoniál

B b robes, * 
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robes, aflemblcd together at noon, in the 
great palace of that city, and cach, beforc 
the throne, upon which inccnfe was burn- 
ing, proiirated himfelf nine times, and madę 
offerings of viands and liquors, as if hc could 
partakc of them though abfcnt. In the 
famę generał manner is inccnfe burned, and 
offerings madę, every new and fuli moon, 
before the throne of the fcvcral palaces, by 
all the officcrs of the Emperor’s houfchold.

The temples of Pekin hâve no claim to 
elegance w hen compared with its palaces. 
The religion of the Emperor is performed 
with much magnificence in Tartary, but 
in China it is ncw. The mandarines and 
men of letters vcncratc Confucius, and ai- 
fcmblc in halls of fimplc conftrućlion ; and 
the lower claffes of the people are unable to 
contribute to the crcćłion of fplendid édi­
fices for public worihip. Befides, their e- 
ligious attention is much taken up with 
their houfchold gods. Every houfe has its 
altar and ks deitics. Their mythologie^ 
buoks contain iimilitudes of thofc whom 

they
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thcy imagine prefide over their períbns and 
Properties, as well as over cxternal objećłs 
likely to affcét them. In the reprefentation 
°f Lrtà-jhrn, or fpirit which commands 
thunder,—the violence of that meteor which 
nothing can withftand,—the vclocity of the 
hghtning which nothing can furpafš,—and 
the effcéts of both united, arc defigned by 
the monitrous figure in the annexcd plate. 
T'hc beak of an caglc terminâtes his chin, 
ernblcmatic of the devouring cffeéts of thum 
her; and the wings dénote its amazing vě­
nčitý. He grafps a thunderbolt in one 
hand, and a truncheon in the other for 
Wiking the kettle drums with which he is 
environcd. Somctimcs the eaglc’s talons 
arc reprefented as placed upon the axis of a 
^hecl, upon which he darts through the 
c^°uds with increafed rapidity.

After the monftrous figure above deferib- 
e(h it may not bc confidcred mal à propos 
to givc a reprefentation of another,—a crea- 
t'Teofthc imagination among the Chincfc, 
hut by them called a lion. Two large

B b 2 bronze
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bronze figures, fuppofed likcncffcs of that 
animal, are placcd upon two marblc pedcf- 
tals, bcforc one of the gatcways, leading to 
thc hall of aud icncc at Yuen-min-yucn. 
Each figure was originally compofed of at 
leaft a hundrcd different pièces of that me­
tal, caff feparatcly, but adaptcd to each 
othcr in fo ingénions a manncr as to form a 
whole. It will be fcen by thc annexed 
plate, as thc learned author of thc original 
work lias very properly obfcrvcd, that thefe 
figures, io unlikc to what they werc meant 
to reprefent, might almoft bc miftaken for 
Knights in armour with periwigs fuch as 
werc worn in thc time of King Charles.

The lion is neither bred in that country» 
nor has any one ever been tranfported thi- 
ther, cither as a public fpcćłaclc for profit, 
or as a prefent to thc Emperor.—Thofe ffa- 
tucs muff thcrcforc hâve been bad imita­
tions from incorrcćt drawings of thc lion, 
whofc fuperior ffrength and imputed gcnc- 
rofi.ty hâve gained him notice and intimacy 
beyond thc'extcnt of his travels.

That
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That hugc animal thc elephant, rcmark- 
ablc for its ftrength and docility, was feen 
about thc palaces of thc Empcror. Scveral, 
both male and fcmale, havc been brought 
to China from thc vicinity of thc cquator, 
and fomc fcw of them wcrc bred to thc 
northward of thc tropie. Thcy arc of a 
bghter hue and fmallcr than thofe atCochin- 
china. Thc clephant is thc only quadruped 
that has a probofeis, though inftanccs of it 
arc frequent in thc infcćł tribe.

To qualify perlons as officcrs of thc houfc- 
hold, and other departments in thc Impc- 
r’al palaces, it is neceffary to become eu- 
nuchs ; and thc operation for this is gene­
ral ]y performed beforc thc age of puberty ; 
though it is donc from childhood to forty 
years of age. Such as are defirous of quit- 
t'ng plebcity, and willing to become eu- 
"tichs, arc immediately reccivcd into onc 
°t thc palaces, and invefted with an em­
ployaient that gains him thc advantages and 
’^iportancc of a gentleman ; and fomc fcw 
Äthern havc been digniiied with a ball upon

B b 3 their
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thcir cap, thc badge of office of both civil 
and military mandarines.

But fimple caftration is not fufficient fot 
thofe who are cntruiłcd with the carc of 
the ladies of thc court. They undergo en­
tre emafculation, ail traces of fex fuffering 
complété cxcifion. The bcard of an adult, 
thus formed into a black, or complété eunuch, 
foon begins to fall off, and in a fhort tipaC 
thc whole difappears. IIis framc alfo wi" 
thers like ablighted plant, and his face, like 
thc wrinklcd hag, is füll of furrows. From 
menial fervants at thc commencement, by 
dcgrccs they crccp gradually into favour and 
power, adminiffering to thc pùtcntatc’s prl' 
vatc plcafurcs and amufement ; and thcir 
influence lias been ablc, from a fuppofcd iB' 
dignity, to cffcét thc difmiffal and difgrace 
of mandarines of eminence. The miffiona* 
ries who, from thcir principlcs of convert- 
ing to thcir faith, ftand on a preçarioUS 
footing, arc more afraid of giving offence 
to an eunuch than to a mandarine ; and 

knowing they hâve thc car of thc Epiper°r’ 
they
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thcy endeavour by meckncfs of bchaviour, 
and aćłs of civility, to concillate thcir good 
wiihes.

When an Empcror dies, all his women 
are removed to an c.difiee callcd the Palace 
°f Chąftity, fituated within the walls of the 
palace ; in which they arc filut up for the 
remainder of their lives.

There are in China a fcw Pagan nuns 
who make a vow to remain virgins. Though 
the laws of the country do not admit of re­
ligions convcnts, thefe women are admired 
for perfevering in an effort which is difhcult 
to accomplifli.—The adultery of women is 
Puniflicd, but not capitally.

When a new Empcror accèdes to the 
throne, it is faid that very rcfpcdable por­
tons of the country take their daughters to 
the palace for his choice; and the familics 
°1 fuch as arc acccptcd think themfclves 
highly honoured. Othcrs are prefented to 
the princes of the blood cither for wives or

B b 4 concu-



3/G , EMBASSY

concubines. The lattcr, in China, arc 
looked upon in tlić fanie light as handmaids 
in the old teftament.—In the lower, claffcs 
ot life, however, bcauty niuft bc very rare, 
if whąt bas beeil aflerted be truc; that young 
girls ol gond figure, with handfomc fcaturcs, 
and délicate coniplexions, arc tak.cn or pur- 
chafcd from their parents at the âge of four- 
teen, for the ufc of the rieh and powerfuh

Intimation was given to the Embaflador 
of the Empcror’s approach to Yucn-min- 
yucn, and that the étiquette of the court 
required he fliould go fonie miles on the 
road to mcct him.—Though much indif- 
pofcd with rheumatifm, his Excpllcncy went 
early in the morning to the rcndczvous 
pointed ont. The Emperor came with ré­
gal pomp and dignity ; and pcrceiving the 
Embaflador, ftoppcd to dclivçr a gracions 
meflage of civility, which ended in defiring 
him to return fpeedily, as the dampnefs of 
the morning might incrcafc bis complaint.

The
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The Embaflador was informed by fbrnc 
of the great mandarines, friends to the Em- 
bafly, that a council had been holden to 
také into coníideration the letter brought by 
him from the King of Great Britain, and 
the mode proper to be ufed towards his fub- 
jeéts. On this occaíion the prime miniíler 
had fummoned the Thibet g( n irai, Viccroy

Canton, and a former Hoppo of the fame 
place, a dcclared enemy of the Englifh, 
then a fiate prifoner, conviélcd- of embez- 
zling the public trcafurc to an immeníc 
aniount, and of exactions from the Englifli 
^hile at Canton, to givc their tcílimony 
and ad vice, as being competent to judge of 
the condućl and diípoíition of the forcigncrs 
trading to that port; but, without doubt, to 
ftrcngthcn the Colao againíl the more fa- 
v'ourable inclinations of his Imperiál Ma- 
Jefty. Nothing auípicious could be expeél- 
cd hom the fuggcílions of fuch perfons; and 
the Embaflador notiíied his defire to the 
pnme niiniíter, to leave Bekin early in the 
Pontii of February.

The
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The Embaflador, inftead of an anfwcr to 
this meflage, received an invitation to corne 
to Yuen-min-yucn, whcrc he had Englifh 
letters to deliver to him. His Exccllcncy 
went thither, and found a few* letters, dated 
Chu-fan, from the Lion and Hindoftan.
The Colao wiíhed to know their contents. 
Hc was told, the Lion would foon put to 
fea, but that the Hindoftan would wait fot 
her commander; and his Exccllcncy put 
the letters into his hands.—The Colao 
hoped the íhip would wait to carry back 
the Enibafly. Hc obfcrvcd, that the Empe- 
ror, on hcaring of the Embaflador’s illnefs 
and the death of fome of his fuite,—and ap'
prchenfivc that they might materially fuftcf 
in their hcalths by a continuancc, imagined 
it might be dcfirable to départ bcforc the 
rivers were frozen up, as travelling by land
was very inconvénient.—The Embaflador 
difeovered that other motives wcrc conccal- 
cd under the pretended folicitudc for thc 
Embafly’s hcalth, and made a proper an- 
fwcr ; wh ich was replied to by thc prime 

miniftcr 
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niinifter as bcforc : and his Exccllcncy was 
fuffered to takc Icavc without being inform- 
ed that the Empcror’s anfwer to his Majcí- 
ty’s Icttcr was ready, and would be deiivered 
the next day.

The Legate having waited on the Em- 
baffador, to fay the Colao dcfired to fec him 
ípcedily at the great hall of audience in the 
palace of Pekin, hc went thither; in the 
midft of which was placcd upon a chair of 
fiate, the Empcror’s anfwer. It was com- 
prifcd in a large roll, covcrcd with yellow 
fdk, and was to be fent that evening, in 
form, to the Embaflador’s hotel. What- 
ever favour it might contain, could not be 
attributed cithcr to the Colao or his compa- 
nions, whofe unfricndlinefs was demon- 
ftrated by their pcrtinacity in refufing the 
prefents ufual from forcign minifters. In a 
converfation, however, with the minifter 
on the points defirablc to bc procurcd for the 
Knglifh Eaft India Company in China, hc 
afkcd for a brief abftraćt ; and without 
pledging himfclf to fupport them, piomilcd 

they 
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thcy ihould h'ave an immédiate considéra­
tion. His Exccllency, in confequence, loft 
no time in forwarding fuch a iłatement.

The Empcror’s anfwer, which was fent 
thc famc evening, was accompanicd with 
feveral chefts of prefents for his Majcfty ; 
fomc for thc Embaffador and his fuite ; and 
even tokens of his bcneficence werc extend- 
cd to thc oßieers and men of thc fhips ot 
thc Embafly, as well as to thc moft menial 
Servant prefent.

As no pofitive directions had bcen given 
for his Excellency’s departure, it was infer- 
red, Srom thc Empcror’s lait déclaration at 
Yucn-min-yuen, that rccourfc would not 
he had to abfolute comniand. His Exccllcn- 
cy had to regret thc littlc progrefs made as 
to thc purport of his miffion ; though he 
iiiw thc inutility of a wifh to prolong his 
refidence againft thc Colao’s inclination. 
He had, bcSide, been privatcly informed, 
that thc Chinefe had no other idea of an 
Embafly than that of a viSit with prefents

en 
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on fomc folcmn fcílival, and to lait ordy 
during its continwance.

At this junéture, onc of thc Neapolitan 
Chinefc, who had quittcd thc Lion ncar 
Macao, brought thc Embaífador Icttcrs from 
one of thc Eaít India Company’s Commif- 
fioners at Canton, ftating thc cxpcčlation 
of an immédiate rupture with thc rcpubli- 
cans of France and Brabant. Undcr ail thefc 
circumftanccs,and having an eyc to thc fafety 
ot thc Britifh iliips homeward bound the 
enfuing feafon from Canton, his Excellency 
hgnified to Ho-choong-taung his intention 
°f joining Sir Erafmus Gower, at Chu-fan, 
with ail poffiblc fpecd; and requefted a let- 
tcr from him might be immcdiatcly for- 
Wardcd containing fuch information.
t ' 1 Í ' *)

I his détermination, which was plcafing 
to thc Colao, was perfcćłly confiiłent with 
^hinefe decorum, which demarrdcd a total 
^dation of the Embaify after thc rcccipt of 

Emperor’s anfwcr, and thc farewel pre- 
^'iits; ncither could any perfonal commu­

nication 
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nication aftcrwards bc obtained with hi» 
Imperial Maj city. An intercourfe morc fa- 
vourable to the views of the Embaflador 
unexpeitedly took place on the route to 
Chu-fan, through the mcans of one of the 
fix grand Colaos, appointed to accompany 
the EmbaiTy thither.

The fudden removal from Pekin threw the 
EmbaiTy into great confufion, from the ihort 
timc allowcd to prépare for it ; but it was 
foreed to yield to imperious ncccfiity. The 
route was dircćtcd through Han-choo-foo ; 
and befides its two old and rcfpcćtablc compa- 
nions, Chow-ta-zhin, and Van-ta-zhin, an- 
other perfon of the firił rank, Sun-ta-zhin, 
one of the grand Colaos, mentioned in page 
3ÖO, who was in the confidence of the court, 
was appointed to accompany the itrangers, 
and to watch and report their conduit.

On the morning of the feventh of Okto­
ber, Ho-choong-taung, and other minifters, 
came to a pavillon within the gates of Pé­
kin, to take leavc of the Embaflador, and 

delivered 
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üelivercd foinc gracions mcfliiges on the part 
°f his Imperia! Majefty. Thcy hoped the 
treatment his Excellency had met with was 
confortant to his wiiltes ; and at the famé 
tune aflured, that due attention iliould bc 
paid to him and his fuite, in order to run­
der their journey pleafant to the port of cm- 
harkation. Upon a table were placed two 
tubes of Bamboo wood, covered with yellow 
dotli, containing two rolls of yellow páper. 
Upon one was written an énumération of 
the Imperia! prefents, and upon the other 
~~*:ui anfwer to the récent requifitions made 
hy tlic Embaffador refpcéting the Englifh 
taćłory at Canton. A mandarine of the fifth 
order was appointed to carry them as far as 
the river upon which his Excellency was to 
cntbark.

His Excellency, with his Englifh and 
Uhinefe rctinuc, fet out immcdiately for 
long-choo-foo, in order to embark upon 
the Pei-ho ; and paffing through onc of the 
caftern gates of Pékin, he was honoured with 
the ufual falutes.

On
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On tlicir return from Pekin, a gentleman 
of the Embafly went into an opcn temple on 
one fide of the caufcway, whcre hc defcricd 
a curions figure, which hc imagincd was 
mcant to rcprcfcnt the Ungarn of the Hin­
dous, or hcathcn god of gardens. 1t was, 
however, nothing but a fhort column, rcft- 
ing upon the back of an animal, of the li- 
zard kind, but of rude fculpturc, as will be 
feen by refcrring to the plate. lt is proba­
ble the column was intended as a monu­
ment for Chinefc infcriptions, with which 
one face was nearly fillcd.

The Embaiïy was rcccived in a rcfpcétful 
manner at Tong-choo-foo. The temple, 
its former rcfidence, was prepared for its ac­
commodation, and in the evening the city 
was illuminated. Bcfore the deities in this 
temple, which hâve alrcacly been deferibed, 
were placcd one or more bronze vcflcls for 
burning perfumed matchcs and tinfoil pá­
per, of which an engraving is given.

The
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The next day, the yachts being ready, 
and the prefents all fhippcd, thc Embafly 
em'; »arked upon the Pei-ho, whofc watcrs 
Were decreafmg fo fait that, thc fécond day, 
thc boats werc forced to bc dragged along. 
Very little progrcfs had been madc whcn 
thc Colao, Sun-ta-zhin, camc to inform 
thc Embaflador, (whom he reccived with 
every mark of refped, and to whom his 
Ëxcellcncy rcitcratcd his acknowlcdgments 
for thc civility fliewn him at Poo-ta-la, and 
’n the gardcns of Zhc-hol) that he had juft 
reccivcd a lotter from thc Empcror : an ex- 
trad of it, which hc rcad, purported that 

he (Sun-ta-zhin) fhould take the Em- 
hafly under his particular care, that cvery pro­
per diftindion fhould bc fhewn,and attention 
Paid to thc EmbafTador and his fuite in their 
r°ute toChu-fan, and that hc fhould fee them 
fafely embarkcd on board their fhips ; but 
that if thofe fhips fhould bc failcd from 
thencc, to procccd in thc famc männer, 
aii<i for thc like purpofe, to Canton.”

C c Sun-ta-zhin,
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Sun-ta-zhin, befldcs being a Colao, was 
honoured' with the yellow mantle, worn 
over his other garments ;—thc highcił dif- 
tinćłion known in China. Hc was elegant 
in manncrs, but tenacious of his rank and 
dignity. Without difclofmg his private in- 
iłrućłions, conveyed, probably, in the famc 
dii patch, hc gave the Embaflador to under- 
iłand, that his lettcr to Sir Erafmus Gowcr 
had not bcen forwardcd ; having becn kcpt 
back through thc fufpicions of Ho-choong' 
taung, Sun-ta-zhin, howcvcr, was ibon 
convinced, by thc candid cxplanation whicb 

- thc Embaflador gave him of that lettcr, 
of thc ncccflity of fending it ; and hc wrotc 
concerning it to his Imperial Majcfty. Hc 
hcld frequent communications with thc 
Embaflador; and his inquiries wcrc lefs fl*' 
mulatcd by pcrfonal curiofity, than by thc 
defire of convcying to thc Emperor thc be# 
information hc could collcćt, refpećłing the 
Englifli and other Europcans trading t0 
China ; fo that his Exccllency difcovered 
that, though hc was rcccding from thc 
court, hc was advancing more thc obje#0 ,
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his miftion, through thc medium of the pré­
sent liberal condućtor of the Embafly, than 
when he was really prefent, by removing 
the préjudices which the Chinefe, under 
falfe reprefentations, had imbibed againft 
thc Englilh chara éter.

The gentlemen of the Embafly wcre not, 
as betöre, reftrained from little excoriions up- 
on thc thorc. In this part, the fields werc 
parchcd up by long drought ; and the fol- 
lowing is thc method takćn for watering 
them. Two men ítood upon projećting 
banks, oppofitc to cach othcr ; each hcld in 
his band a ropc faftened to a bücket, 
which when fillcd with water from thc ri­
ver, after fwinging it to and fro fevcral 
times, was thrown with rapidity into a rc- 
fervoir, made ncar thc river’s bank ; and 
from this, by mcan of fmall channcls, the 
Water was conveycd over the adjoining fields. 
At othcr times, a long pole, whofe length 
was uncqually divided, is made to turn upon 
a pivot acrofs an upright poił. A bücket 
fixed to thc Ihorteft end is lowercd into the

C c 2 river,
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river, which when fillcd is hoíftcd by the 
longeft leaver, and its contents poured into 
the reícrvoiř. A ikctch of both methods 
is given upön one of the coppcrplates.

A fcw iheep were feen grażing upon finall 
fpots ; but the greateft nurnber come from 
Tartary, as well as the larger cattlc. The 
chief food of the lattcr is corn-ftraw eut 
imali. Milk, chccfe, and butter are little 
known among the Chincfc ; and the com­
mun pcople rarely tafte of animal food, un­
ičíš of fuch as die by difeafe or accident, in 
which cafés they are equally rcliflied ; and 
even the vermin picked oft" their filthy per­
lons fall a prey to their depraved appetites.

After their crops of corn arc got in, which 
was the café at this time, and the ftubblc 
taken oft'the ground, it is ploughed with ä 
finglc btiffalo. Their plough was of fimplc 
conftrućłion ; and in parts whcre the foil 19 
very light, it was drawn by mon and wo­
llten. Therc is no coultcr to the plough. 
The ïharc which pénétrâtes, being made to

terminât^



TO ęiUMĄ. 380 

tcrmïnate in a curvc, performs the office of 
a mould-board for turning back thc carth. 
It is fometimes madc of iron, but more frc- 
qutntly with a timber which, from its hard- 
ncfs, is called iron wood. A figure of this 
plough is givçn in a coppcrpłatc.

Thcir ricc and corn ficlds arc all on ąn 
even furfacc, pot, as in Europe, divided into 
ridges and furrows ; and fown ncatly in drills, 
or dibblcd. Much fccd is w a ft cd in fowing 
by hand or broad-ęąft ; ncithcr is thc crop 
fo abundant as w hen drillcd- The rows for 
fetting or dibbling are, by thc fociety of 
agriculturaliiłs, dircćtcd to be from north to 
fouth ; for which rcafon thc hnffiandman 
ffiinds with his face towards thc fouth, in 
direćłing thc p|ough.

At a fcw miles diiłancc from each other 
Werc military poiłs, with foldiers ffiitioncd 
to protcćl thc internal traffic of the pro- 
vuicc3, as well as travellers from pirates and 
r<)bbcrs. Chincfc foldiers wear thcir fwords 

thc left fidc, having the point beforc
C c 3 them ;
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thcm ; and thcy are drawn by turning their 
right hand bchind them.

Though fcveral of their villages wcrc as 
large as fomc European cities, thcy arc hcld 
in littlę eitimation, unlcfs encompaflcd by a 
wali ; and thefc walls, which always fur- 
round towns, were generally higher than 
the tops of their houfes. Evcry town is 
imagined to be under the protection of cer­
tain ftars or coniiel lat ions ; of which laft 
the Chinefe numbered twenty eight : thcy 
hâve ftars, alfo, which anfwer to the twelve 
ftgns of the Zodiac, called the twelve man­
iions of the fur).

In China, no legal tax has been ímpofed 
for the maintenance of priefts in any reli­
gion ; yet there is fomething contributed 
to defray the cxpences of facrifices madę at 
evcry new and fuli moon,—in fpring and 
autumn,—and at the commencement of the 
ncw ycar. No fuch day as Sunday is known ; 
nor is the weck divided in that männer. 
The temples arc open for thc free ingrefs of 
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devotees, fomc of whom havc bequeathed 
bcncfaćłions for the fupport of priefts..

During thc reign of the laft Emperor a 
land tax was fubílituted for a poli tax ; and 
though inoít of the Imports, and all kinds 
of luxuries are taxed, yet as thc duty is add- 
cd to thc original priée of thc commodity, 
the confirmer can feldom diftinguifh thc onc 
from thc other. Thcre is, likewifc, a tranfit 
duty on goods paffing from onc province to 
another, which is a grcat fource of revenue. 
And thc public treafury is not a littlc cn- 
richcd by prefents from tributaries, and fub- 
jeéts of thc empire, as well as by confifca- 
tions of affluent criminals. But the lèverai 
fpccics of grain, including whcat, upon 
which thc poor principally fubfiít, are ex­
empt from taxation.

A fmall fpot of ground is allotted to cvery 
cottage for raifing efeulent vegetables ; and 
hogs and poultry, tífpccially dueks, were 
fecn about cach dwclling : the latter are 
ftcquently hatched by artificial hcat. In

C c 4 thc 
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the villages womcn were feen at their doors 
fpinning cotton with rocks and reels ; and 
herc, as well as at every town throughout 
the empire, were pawnbrokers, who are 
allowcd, by law, an exorbitant intereft on 
the money advanced upon pledgcs.

The Embafly entered the province of 
Shan-tung on the 18th of Odober, which 
being the day of fuli moon, the wholc night 
was occupicd in the performance of religi­
ons rites. Thcrc was an inceflant noiíě of 
guns firing, mufie playing, loos bcating, 
fireworks launching, and matchcs burning 
from the hour of midnight till the fun- 
rifing.

The annual cotton plant is much culti- 
vated in this province as well as in tliat of 
Kiang-nan ; and fo is indigo, for dying : 
blue being the general colour of coûtons 
worn by the common pcople. The quan- 
tity of cotton, however, produccd in China, 
is infufficient for the internal confumption, 
cotton being univcrfally w'orn by both fexes.

Coniidcr-
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Confidcrable quantities arc thcrcfore im­
portée! annually from Bombay, which is 
paie! for at Canton in dollars ; thefe, in the 
courfe of trade, are given for bills of ex­
change upon England ; and the dollars rc- 
cur again to the Chincfe mcrchants in pay­
ment for fdks, teas, and porcelain imported 
from thence into Europe.

On the twenty fécond of Oétober, the 
yachts arrivcd at Lin-fin-choo, a city of the 
fécond order, near which is ereéted a mag- 
nificent pagoda nine ftorics high, intendcd, 
it was conjcćtured, to commemoratc either 
the commencement or completion of this 
grand canal ; which extends from hence to 
Han-choo-foo, in an irregulär courfe, five 
hundred miles, through heights, over val- 
leys, and acrofs lakcs and rivers. Thcfc 
pagodas, callcd by the natives Ta, are gc- 
nerally from a hundred and twenty to a 
hundred and fixty feet high ; the diameter 
of their baies being about a fourth or fifth of 
their altitude.

On
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On the twcnty.fifth of Oćtober thc yachts 
rcached the higheft part of thc canal, wherc 
the river Luen, thc largeił which feeds the 
canal, defcends into it, with a moft rapid 
current, in a line perpendicular to the courfe 
of the canal. The oppofitc weftern bank 
is thercforc ftrcngthcncd by a ftrong bul- 
wark of ftonc, againft which thc waters of 
the Lucn ftrike with fuch violence as to 
dividc, and follow—a part the northern, 
and a part thc fouthern courfe of thc ca­
nal. Procccding a little farther, they ar- 
rived near the place whcrc thc Lcu-tzc, thc 
renowned fdhing bird of China is bred, and 
taught the art and pradicc of furniíliing his 
owner with abundance of fifh. It is a fpc- 
cics of thc pélican or corvorant.

A prodigious number of rafts, and fmall 
boats, built cxprcfsly for this kind of filhcry, 
arc conftantly émploÿcd upon a lake elofe 
to this canal. Tcn or a dozen birds arc put 
to each rjift or boat ; and on a lignai being 
made by thc owner, they dive into thc war 
ter and bring up fifli, fometimes of an cnor- 
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mous fizc, between thcir bills. Thcy fecmed 
ïb weil traincd as to rcquirc ncither ring nor 
Corel to be put round thcir throats, to pre- 
vent theni from devouring or fwallowing 
any part of thcir prey ; thcy wcrc content 
to wait for what thcir mafters choie to givc 
them.—The boats, built for this purpofe, 
wcrc fo light, that two men often carricd 
onc, with the birds, to the lakc, as appears 
by referring to the engraving.

This part of the canal was ftrongly em- 
banked on both fides ; for the water was 
brought into a narrower channel, and raifed 
fe.vcral yards above its former bcd. The 
lands below wcrc ovcrtlowcd lèverai months 
in the year, and eultivated with that fpccics 
of rice which requires to be immerfed in 
water till it be ncarly fit for the fiekle.— 
Two crops were raifed annually : the onc 
Was ripe in May or June ; the other in Oc- 
tober or November.

The proccfs of flielling or hufking ricc 
was performed by putting the grain into a 

ftrong 
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ftrong carthcn vefiel, or large fłone morfar 
fixée! into the ground, and ftriking it wdth 
a conical peftlc adapted to the end of a lever. 
This pcftle is often wrought by a perfon 
treading upon the end of the lever, as will 
bc feen by the annexcd engraving.—Ano- 
ther mode of effeéting this is, by placing 
the grain between two flat ftones, of a cir­
cular form, of which the uppermoft is made 
to turn round ; but at f'ucli a diftance from 
the undermoft, as not to cruih the rice 
placcd between them. It is alfo donc, on 
a larger fcale, by water mills.

The yellow river, which the yachts had 
now fo croîs, was fo rapid in its current as 
to induce the Chinefe to think it neccffary 
to makc facrificcs to the fpirit of the river 
to infurc a fafe paflage. The mafter of the 
yacht, attendcd by the crcw, aUcmblcd 
upon the forccaitle ; and holding a cock in 
his hand as a viétim, wrungoffhis head, 
and threw it into the’ ftream. He then 
confccratcd the vcflcl by fpriukling its blood* 
upon the deck, malts, anchors, and doors 

of
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of the cabins ; upon cach of which wcrc 
ftuck fomc of the cock’s feathcrs. After 
this, bowls of meat wcrc brought, and 
placcd, in a linę, acrofs the deck ; and be- 
forc thcfc-—cups, containing oil, tea, falt, 
and ardent fpirits. The captain now madc 
threc Iow, folemn bows, lifting up his hands, 
and nttered a fcw words as if addrefTed to 
the dcity. Düring this timc the loo was 
forcibly Beaten ; matchcs wcrc lighted and 
hcld towards heaven ; tinfel paper was kept 
burning, and abundance of crackers let off. 
I abations were madc by him to the river, 
by throwing into it the cups of iiquids ; af- 
terwards, that which hcld the falt. The 
ceremoniał being finiihed, the pcoplc madę 
u hearty repaft of the bowls of meat. They 
then launchcd the yacht, with confidence, 
into the ftream ; and having reąchcd the 
oppofite fliore, the captain offered thanks 
to heaven with threc inclinations of body.

During the Embaffy’s progrefs towardť 
the yellow river, letters frequently paffed 
hetween the Emperor and Sun-ta-zhin, and 

the 
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thc lattcr often paid fricndly vifits to thc 
Embaflador,—Quotations from thc Impe­
rial difpatchcs wcrc citcd at diffèrent timcs, 
by Sun-ta-zhin, containing not only an ac- 
count of thc letter to Sir Erafmus Gowcr 
having been forwarded to Chu-fan, but alfo 
gracious expreffions towards his Exccllcncy 
and fuite ; which lic was informed wcrc in 
confcqucnce of Sun-ta-zhin’s favourablc re­
ports ofthc Embaffy. He had dcclared to thc 
Empcror, that he was perfcćłly convinccd, 
thc Embaflador had no other views than that 
of procuring for his country advantages ih 
trade, which Europcans confidered as an 
objcćl of thc utmoft importance ; and that 
hc had difcovcrcd nothing in their manners 
or fentiments which could croate thc fmallcff 
alarm to thc nation with whom thc Engliih 
might bc defirous of eftablifhing a friendly 
or commercial intcrcourfe.

As tcftimonics of thc Ęmpcror’s pcrfonal 
regard, his gracious meflages wcre offen 
accompanicd with prefents of dried mcats 
from his table, preferved after thc Eaitern 
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manncr. His Imperial Majeiły, in a récent 
anfwcr to Sun-ta-zhin’s letters, afTured him, 
that he entertained his-felf a high cfteem 
for the EmbaiTador and his nation, notwith- 
ftanding the varions furmifes which had 
been madę concerning them ; that hc had 
refolved to protećł their trade, about which 
his Excellcncy had intcrciłed himfclf fo 
warmly ; that he had, indeed, rcfufcd to 
comply with certain requefts, as, at his ad- 
vanced period of lile, he could not reconcile 
himfclf to any innovation ; that with regard 
to the bufmefs of Canton, it had been left 
to the diferetion and management of the 
Viceroy, w ho would not readily givc orders 
to abolifh praćłices which. he his-fclfhad 
fanćtioncd ; but as a particular mark of his 
Imperial Majeiły’s attention to the defires of 
the Engliih on this fubjcćł, hc had rccalled 
the former, and appointed a new Viceroy, 
—one who was rclatcd to him by blood, 
and enducd with fentiments of jufłicc and 
benevolence towards fłrangcrs ; and that hc 
had reccived infłrućłions to examine and re- 
vife the régulations of the port of Canton, 

and 
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and to put an effectuai flop to thc vexations 
and gricvanccs of which the Englifli com- 
plained.—Sun-ta-zhin, in addition, faid to 
tlić Embaffador, that it might bc fuppofed, 
pcrhaps, out of dclicacy to his Exccllcncy, 
hc had put too favourablc a conftrućłion on 
his Imperial Majcfty’s difpatchcs, but that 
hc might reft aifured they were thc Empc- 
ror’s own words ; and that as thc ncwly 
appointed Viccroy was ftill at Han-choo- 
foo, hc would introducc thc Emballador to 
him thcrc, w ho would confirm thc affur- 
anccs hc had juft given.

Procccding farther on, they pcrccivçd 
plantations of mulbcrry trees, fonie of which 
bore whitc, others red, or black fruit. The 
boughs being frcqucntly loppcd off, young 
fcions ihoot out abundantly, thc leaves of 
which are tender and more nutritious for 
fdkworms than thofe gathered from older 
branches. The aurelias of thc filkworm, as 
well as the whitc carth-grub, and thc larva 
of the fphinx moth, are accountcd, among 
thc Chincfc, fi dclicacy for thc table. In 

this, 
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this, howcver, they arc not fingular ; for in 
thc Weil Indics, a large Caterpillar, which 
feeds upon a palm, is efteemed a delicious 
morfei.

Bridges of a reddifh granité, and fomc of 
a coarfe, grcy marble, were thrown over the 
canal, thc arches of which were variouily 
conilruétcd. To pafs under thefe bridges, 
onc of which, fituated .in the fuburbs of 
Sou-choo-foo, wc hâve given in an engrav- 
ing, it was ncccflary to itrike the yacht’s 
mail, and to crećl, in its itead, a pair of 
iheers, confiiling of two pôles, onc from 
each fide of the vcffcl ; which uniting at the 
top formed two legs of an ifofcelcs triangle. 
But the arches of ibme of thc bridges were 
lofty enough to admit thc vciTcIs to pafs un­
der in füll fail. The vait height of thefe 
arches, render iteps neccllary to them from 
thc extremity of thc bridge ; pf courfe, they 
are not paflablc for whccl carriagcs.

The city of Sou-choo-foo, in thc vicinity 
of Nan-kin, termed thc Paradife of China, 
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is large and very populous ; thc houfcs aft* 
ncat and well built ; and thc inhabitants rc- 
fpcćtablc, dreflcd moftly in filk. The wo- 
men wcrc fairer than thofe in thc north ; 
many of whom wore a imali cap of black 
fatin, adorncd with jcwels, upon thc fore- 
head, brought down to a pcak bctwccn thc 
cyebrows ; and they had car-pcndents of 
gold or cryftal.

In thc vicinity of this city is found that 
remarkablc tree which produccs tallow, thc 
croton febłferum of Linnæus. This trcc 
grows to thc hcight of a common chcrry- 
trcc ; its beautiful whitc bloffom is followcd 
by its fruit, growing in bunchcs, which is 
contained in a hard, brownifli hufk which. 
when ripe, feparates in thc middle likc a 
chcfnut. Each hufk contains three fmall 
kernels, about thc fizc of a hazel-nut ; and 
every kernel is covered with a bard, whitc, 
oleaginous fubftance, (in likc manner as thc 
pulp of a cherry round its ftonc) which has 
thc properties of tallow, but in iłripping h 
off it docs not ibil thc hands. With this 
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tallow the Chincfc make candies; though, 
to harden thcm, thcy arc gencrally dipped 
in the wax produccd by the infcćł, as de- 
fcribcd at page ig;.—From the fhcll and 
kernel is extraéted a good dcal of oil ; fo 
that this trcc produccs tallow for candies, 
and oil for lamps.

The yachts ftopped at a village, ncar the 
city of Han-choo-foo, to rccčivc the new 
Viccroy of Canton. He came in a barge to 
pay the firft vifit to Sun-ta-zhin, and to the 
Embaffadon Hc confirmed the aflurances 
which had been given of the Empcror’s 
fricndly difpofition towards his Excellcncy, 
and the Englifh, to which, in the mott 
pleafing manner hc added his own good- 
wilh

In addition to the honour conferrcd by 
the Emperor on Chaung-ta-zhin, the Vicc­
roy, the inhabitants of the Che-kiang, the 
govcrnment of which hc had juft quitted, 
and whcrc hc had adminiilcrcd impartial 
juftice, gave him the mort flattering of ti-
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tles, by calling him “ thc fécond Confu­
cius.” He accompanicd Sun-ta-zhin and 
the Embaflador into Han-choo-foo, atwhich 
place they arrived on thc ninth of Novem­
ber, 1793.

CHAPTER XII.

HAN-CHOO-FOO. JOURNEY FROM TIIENCE 

TO CHU-SAN; AND ALSO TO CANTON. 

PASSAGE OF THE LION AND HINDOS­

TAN FROM THE FORMER TO THE LAT- 

TER. RESIDENCE OF THE EMBASSY 

AT CANTON, AND MACAO. PASSAGE 

TO ST. HELENA; NOTICES OF THAT 

LSAND. RETURN HOME.

THE city of Han-choo-foo, ncarly cqual
in population to Pekin, is the grand 

emporium for mcrchandife and all kinds of 
articles which pafs bctwccn thc northern 
and fouthern provinces. The highcił houfes 

hâve 
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hâve only two ftories ; thc itreets are nar- 
row, but well paved ; in thc principal of 
which thc fliops arc as fplcndid as any in 
London. The manufacture of filks and fa- 
tins, for which therc is a brifk demand, is 
done by women ; and fürs and Englifh 
broad cloths form no inconfidcrablc part of 
their tradc. The ladies, in lieu of linen, 
wcar next them a filk netting ; over ťhis a 
waiftcoat and drawers of filk, lined, in cold 
weather, with fürs ; and a fatin robe above 
all, ncatly gathcred round thc waift, and 
Tctained by a fafh,.

Information was receivcd herc that Sir 
Erafmus Gower had failed from Chu-fan , 
but as he had iłated in a former letter that 
he fhould procecd to Canton to get a fupply 
of medicincs which hc could not obtain elfe- 
whcre, a difpatch was immcdiately fent to 
thc Company’s Commiflioncrs at Canton to 
ftop thc Lion. From this place thc new 
Viceroy permitted Captain Macintofh and a 
part of thc Embaflador’s fuite to go to Chu- 
fan, whcre thc Hindoftan was taking in a 
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cargo. Sun-ta-zhin, who took a friendly 
Icave of tlíc Embäffador, accompanicd this 
party. They fct out on the thirtccnth, and 
arrived thcre on the nincteenth of Novem­
ber ; at which place their condućlor, aftcr 
making prefents to them on behalf of the 
Emperor, ihook the Captain hcartily by the 
hand, and bad him a cordial adieu.

The Embaflador and the Viccroy fct out 
the famé day for Canton, the route to which 
was upon the river Chien-tang-chaung. 
Two bodics of Tartar troops, fuperbly dreif- 
ed, wcrc drawn out upon the bcach, and fa- 
lutcd bis Exccllcncy as he paffed to bis 
bärge. An immenfe çrowd of bouts werc 
aflemblcd on the occafion, and among the 
cxpcricnccd boatfmen was onc who rowed, 
ftecrcd, hcld the ihect, and fmokcd at thç 
famé time.

Bctvvecn Han-choo-foo and Ycn-choo- 
foo wcrc fomc rieh and pi&urefque valleys, 
which prefented to vicw the large Icafed 
chcfnut, und purplc Icafed tallow trecs ;

allo 
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alfo thc towcring larch, and thc glittering 
Icaves of the thick, fpreading camphor trcc ; 
and nearer to thc lattcr place, a great num- 
ber of the thuya, or arbor vita: trcc, which 
grows to an amazing hcight.

During a ffiort temporary obftrućłion to 
thc progrefs of thc boats, two young men 
overtook them, who wcrc anxious to hâve 
a fight of thc Embaflador. Tłiey wcrc digni- 
fied with thc famc office from thc King of the 
Lequcfc iílands,and wcrc going to pay tribute 
and do homage from their fovcrcign to the 
Emperor. Their drefs, befides ffik turbans, 
confiftcd of a fine brown ihawl, the manufac­
ture of their country, lined with thc fürs of 
fquirrcls. They wcrc of dark complcxion, 
well bred, and communicative. No Euror 
pean vcflcl, it feems, had evcr bccn at any of 
their iflands, (at thc principal of which was 
a commodious harbour) though they are not 
prohibited, and would be well rçcçivcd,

The tea tree, fcldom cultivatcd more 
northcrly than thirty degrees, was difeovered
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about this part thinly fcattercd ; but it 
abounds in the province of Fochen. This 
plant, as well as its propcrtics, is fo well 
known, that wc ihall pafs it over in filcnce, 
and fpcak of another, very much like, and 
oftcn fubftituted for it, the camelliafejanqua,, 
of which the anncxed cngraving is an exaél 
reprefentation.

The pctals of this plant, called by the 
Chinefe cha-whaw, or flower of tea, from 
their refemblance to each other,—and like- 
wife the flovyers of the Arabian jeflamine, 
arc fometimes mixed among the tcas, in or­
der to increafe their flavour. The camellią 
fefanqua, which grows upon the tops and 
fides of mountains, is affiduoufly eultivated. 
It bcars a nut from which is expreffed an 
ediblc oil, cqual to the bert imported from 
Florence.

Scvcral excavations werc perccivcd in the 
fides of the contiguous hills, whence had 
been obtained a fpccics of fine granite, called 
pe-tint-je, ufcd in manufaćturing porcelain.

This
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Th is with kao-lin, a kind of clay,—wha-Jhe, 
fimilar to thc Englifh foap-rock,—-Jhe-kan, 
the gypfum, and, it is rcportcd thc incon- 
fumable ajbeßos foflile ftonc, formcd its prin­
cipal materials. A village in the neigh- 
bourhood containcd thrcc thoufand furnaces 
for baking porcelain ; but the manufaćturing 
of it is, with them, rcndcrcd uncertain ; in- 
afmuch as, for want of fuch a thermometcr 
as Wcdgwooďs to afcertain thc dcgrec of 
hcat, thc contents of wdiolc furnaces hâve 
been bakcd into one folid, ufclcfs mafs.

The Embafly had now rcached Chan-fan- 
chcn, where thc river was no longer navi­
gable. During their route, as well as on 
their arrivai here, there w'crc fcveral inter­
changes of vifits between thc Viceroy and thc 
Embaflador, while préparations were mak- 
ing for their journey by land. He had al- 
moft a daily correfpondencc with the Em- 
peror, from whom his Excellency continucd 
to reccivc exprefiions of pcrfonal cilcem.— 
The oppreflions to which forcigncrs, and 
particularly thc Englifh, wcrc expofed at

Canton
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Canton frequcntly arofc in thc courfc of 
convcrfation. The benevolence of the Vice- 
roy difpofed him to liften to fuch com- 
plaints ; and Chow-ta-zhin, a flaunch friend 
to thc Embafly, whom hc had honoured 
with his confidence, undertook to urge thc 
bufinefs to him in private.

Every thing being rcady, thc Embafly 
purfued their journey towards Canton. On 
their route they pcrccivcd ftages upon thc 
floping fides of hills, in which wcrc culti- 
vated pulfe, grain, yams, fwect potatoes, 
unions, carrots, turnips, and other culinary 
vcgctables. Upon thc top of thc mountain 
was a refervoir to catch rain water, which 
was conveycd thencc, by channcls, to irri- 
gatc thefe eultivated terraccs.

b

The colleéting of compoft for thc land is, 
with them, an objcét of the grcatcfl: atten­
tion ; in which bufinefs arc employed old 
and young, incapable of any other kind of 
labour. They rummage every ftrcet, road, 
jakes-pots, river, and canal ; and alfo pick 

up 
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tip with thcir hands, in bafkets, thc ordure 
of animais, and offals of cvery kind which 
can anfwer the purpofe of manurc. Wherc- 
evcr this is deficient, thcy unité varions 
kinds of cartli togethcr ; if the earth be too 
compaćt or adhefivc, thcy mix with it fand; 
if too loofe,—clay or loam ; and thcy are 
attentive in adopting the nature of thc plant 
to the foil ; and often, to advantage, change 
the earth from one fpot to another.

Befidcs thc modes already pointed out for 
raifing water from rivets for irrigating their 
lands, thc Chincfc make ufe of a chain- 
pump, the chambers of which, inftead of bc- 
ing cylindrical, are univerfally íquarc. The 
infidc of a hol Iow wooden trunk is divided 
in thc middle by a board, into two com- 
partments; a chain, madc to turn over a 
imali whecl or roller at cach extremity of 
the trunk, is faftened to flat and fquarc 
pièces of wood, niccly fitted to thc capacity 
of thc cavity. Thcfc, called lifters, move 
with thc chain round the rollers, and raife 
a volume of water proportionale to thc di- 
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■412 EM BA SS Y

meníions of thc hollow trunk. The powcr 
to work this machine may bc applicd diffe­
rent ways. Whcn it is intended to raifc a 
great quantity of water, fets of wooden 
arms, in the form of the letter T, are af- 
fixed to the lengthened axis of the rollcrs, 
and fmoothed for the foot to reft upon. 
The axis is made to turn upon two wood 
uprights, rendered fteady by a piece of tim- 
ber úretchcd acrofs them. Men, by tread- 
ing upon the projeéting part of thc wooden 
arms, fupporting themfelves at thc famc 
time by a crofs beam, givc a rotatory mo­
tion to the chain ; and thc lifters, being at- 
tachcd to it, raifc up a confiant, and abun­
dant ftream of water. Sec thc anncxcd 
copper plate.

In thc courfe of this íhort journey by 
land, no finglc fpot was feen uncultivated 
whcrc thc efforts of labour could avail. In 
places whcrc thc foil was poor, or ffcril, 
cvery mcan was employed to render it fer­
tile. The Chincfc are as ncat in huíbandry

as
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as in horticulture, and extirpate every naf- 
cent weed, or noxious plant.

In the evening they arrived at a town, 
whencc they were ncxt day again to em- 
bark ; and though inns arc not wanting on 
the road, there was not one proper to re­
çoive the Embaflador and fuite ; and they 
were accordingly accommodatcd with the 
public hall, deftincd for the examination of 
young mon previous to taking their de- 
grecs.

Thcfe examinations arc always public; and 
the governor and magilirates who prciidc, 
and the numerous auditors who attend, arc 
fuppofcd able to fupprefs any inclination to 
partiality in the judges. Oral and written 
queftions are put to the candidates, as in 
England ; and the fucccfsful onc, alter bc- 
ing elećłed to the univcrfity, is in the road, 
and may attain to the higheft offices and 
dignities of the itate. No perfon is pre- 
cludcd from arriving at thishonour; it is 
open to ail elafles of men. The pcoplc thus 

convinccd 
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convinced that authority has bccn obtained 
through merit, are prompted to pay it rc-* 
fpcit and obcdience, except in cafcs of no­
terions abufe, againft wllich rank and learn- 
ing do not always afford fccurity. A íýf- 
tem of government likc this holds out many 
advantages to focicty ; nor can it fail but 
when thc temptation to do evil preponde- 
rates over thc ftrength of pçinciple, and thc 
hazard of détection in facrificing it. The 
poor, and private individuals of China, who 
have no channcl through which to impart 
thc grievanccs they fuffer from thc conduit 
of their local rulcrs, may bc faid to bc Icft 
almoft at their mcrcy ; and thc famc con­
clusion will apply to forcigners when left in 
thc famc prcdicamcnt.—«It was under this 
idea that thc Embafl'ador feizcd every op- 
portunity of impreffing on thc mind of thc 
Viccroy, thc cxpcdiency of his protcćłing 
thc ftrangers at Canton from thc extortions 
of thc Collećłor of thc Cuftoms, and othcr 
fubordinatc officers conncćłed with thc com­
merce of that port.—The Viccroy was cau­

tions 
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tious in promiiing, but fmccrcly inclinée! to 
do all the good in his power.

/
In the courfe of another vifit, the Vice- 

roy faid to the Embaífador, that he was 
convinccd no pains would be fpared by the 
perfons he was about to govern, to imprciš 
him with idcas inimical to the Britiíh na­
tion ; but that hc íaw tlíc neceffity of a 
change of condiuSt, as well out of a princi- 
ple of juftice to the Englilh, as for the ho- 
nour of his own country. And though his 
influence was confiderablc, and his footing 
apparently firm, yet his new fituation was not 
frče from difficultics ; that befides the offi- 
cers at Canton interefted in continuing thoie 
oppreffions, and whofe guilt would bc im- 
plicated in a redrefs, there wcrc other pre- 
judiccd enemies at court, who might cqually 
confidcr reform as a ccnfure upon them ; 
that exelufive of all thefe, another import­
ant’ coníideration had occurred to him, 
which was, the peremptory männer in 
which Ho-choong-taung had rcfufcd the 
requifitions of the Embaflador ; that if in a 

repre- 
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rcpreícntation of thcfc faćts to thc court of 
Great Britain an cndcavour wcre made to ex­
cite refentment, any fubfcqucnt appcarances 
of refentment againft his country would in- 
volvc him criminally in the eyes of his go- 
vernment, for favours that might bc ihcwn 
by him to thc Engliih in thc mcan time ; 
he was, thcreforc, anxious to bc fatisfied on 
that head.

It was not quite elear to thc EmbafTador, 
whether this apprehenfion originated with 
thc Viccröy or from a higher fourcc ; but at 
any rate it appeared to indicatc, that from 
a conviction of thc Englifli armics in India, 
and of their vaft maritime ftrength, thc Bri- 
tifh nation was fufpcćłcd of being too pow- 
crful not to require fomc dclicacy of condućł 
even from thc haughty empire of China. 
His Exccllcncy owned that he was dubious 
of the difpofition of thc court or miniíter 
of Pekin towards his country ; but from 
the explanations which Sun-ta-zhin, as well 
as he, the Viccroy, had given of the genu­
ine fentiments of his Imperial Majefły, he 

placed 
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placed a firm reliance on the afTurances ib- 
lemnly madc to him, that particular atten­
tion would be paid to the interefts of the 
Britifh fubjećts in China, and had alrcady 
imparted tins confidence to the Englifh go- 
vernment in the letters hc had fent from 
Han-choo-foo ; which, he did not doubt, 
would confide in their fulfilment. The 
Viceroy then enquired of the Embaflador, 
whether hc could empower him to ccrtify 
a continuance of this amicable difpofition, 
by the King’s writing, fpcedily, to his Im­
perial Majcfły ; and by fending again a mi- 
nifter to China, if the Empcror were in- 
clincd to admit of fuch, not in the expen- 
five manner of the prefent Embafiy, but 
merely as a token of the continucd amity of 
his Britannic Maj city.

His Excellency, not expeéting fuch a 
propofal, replied, that “ the King would 
pronably hâve no difficulty in writing to the 
Empcror,” to acknowlcdgc the receipt of 
the prefents, and to exprefs his thanks for 
the diilinguilhed manner in which hc had 
. . E e reccived 
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rcccivcd the Embafly ;—a circumftancc un- 
conneétcd with its objećłs, all of which hc 
had hopcs might bc dffeétcd in tinic ; but 
that the vaft diftancc bctwcen the two em­
pires, and the difficulty and precarioufncfs 
of the navigation, made it impoflible to dé­
termine the advent of a new Embafly. The 
Viccroy ended by faying, that hc would in- 
ftantly fend a mefl'enger to court with a 
relation of the conférence, together with 
fuch intimations of his own as would, hc 
hopcd, bc in ail points pcrfcétly fatisfa&ory 
to the Emperor.

The Embafly embarked anew ; and pro- 
cccding rather in a northerly courte, pafled 
by a vaft extent of fwampy land, in the 
midft of which was the largclł collcćłion of 
water in the country, callcd Poyang lake. 
Into this lake many rivers flow, and out of 
it fcvcral canals hâve been formed, and in- 
clofcd within flrong high banks for tlTc fe- 
curity of veflcls in flormy or deluging wca- 
ther. The billows often rife as high as 
thofe at fea, which render its paflage dan-

gerous.
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gerous. Small fandy iílands wcrc defcried 
in the lakc, thc folitary refidcncc of fiíhcr- 
mcn. The province of Kiang-fcc, which lay 
by the river fide, aboundcd with plantations 
of bamboo. The feet of thc women hcre 
wcrc not crippled, bcing left in their natural 
ítaťc.

The river becamc again íhallow ; and a 
fécond land tour was unavoidablc. The 
travellcrs fet out in thc morning, and arrived 
thc famę day at Nan-fhoo-foo, whcrc fmall 
covered barges, on thc river Pe-kiang, wcrc 
prepared to carry them to Canton. Somc 
days before they got to that city, perfons 
were hcard to utter broken Englifli as they 
pafled,—a proof of the influence of Britifh 
commerce ; and many boats wcrc feen go- 
ing down thc river with mcrchandize for 
thc Englifli market.

This river likcwife fwarmed with rafts of 
timber, chiefly of the larch and camphor 
trees, deftincd for the middle and northern 
provinces. Thefe rafts werc fupplied with

E e 2 mafts 
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mafts and falls, by which, in fair winds, 
they could ftcm the current; otherwifc 
thcy wcre trailcd by pcrfons who lived on 
board in cabins built cxprcfsly for them. 
Thcy ufcd frcqucntly to fifh ; and large nets 
vvere haulcd up from them in the manncr 
reprcfentcd upon one of the coppcrplates.

t
The Viceroy had judged it expedient to 

procced td Canton before the party, to pro­
cure a fuitablc réception for the Embaiîy.. 
He font from thcnce large elegant barges, 
in which the Embaffador madę his cntrance 
into Canton on the nineteenth of Dccembcr, 
1/03. The fplendid manncr in which his 
Excellency was receivcd, added to the per- 
fonal attentions of the Viceroy, mnít hâve 
convinccd the inhabitants that the Englilh 
wcre no longer deftitute of protection, nor 
unworthy of efteem.

Molt of the Embafly had the happinefs of 
hearing from their friends at home; and of­
ficial accounts wcre receivcd, that the go- 
vernment of France had commenced holti- 

litics
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lities againft Great Britain. The EmbafTa- 
dor had, likewife, the fatisfaćłion of learn- 
ing, that the Lion, after which fliip the 
Company’s Commiffioners had difpatchcd a 
meflenger, had becn overtaken, and was 
then at Bocca Tigris.

The Lion failcd from Chu-fan on the 
eighteenth of Oktober, after having bcen 
there about feven weeks ; during which 
time her crew had entirely rccovered from 
their çomplaints. She paffed through the 
Chu-fan iflands and the ftraits of Formo- 
fa, and anchorcd near the Ladronc iflands 
on the twenty-third of Oćłobcr.

As foon as the Company’s Commiffioners 
had fupplicd Sir Erafmus with the medi- 
cincs and other articles he wanted, he again 
íhaped his courfc for, and failcd through 
the flraits of Formofa ; but having, in a 
gale of wind, fprung hcr fore and main 
topmafts, the Lion returned to the Ladrones 
to refit.

E c 3
About
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About this place fomc piratical vcflcls 
werc fcen, whofe crcws were Chineie. Thcy 
had latcly feized fevcral junks, and plunder- 
cd thc neighbouring iflands. Thcir praćłicc 
is, aftcr taking whatcvcr is valuablc, to fet 
firc to thc habitations ; to fink the junks ; 
to make ílaves of thc iłout, robuft men, 
and to put all thc reft to dcath.

On the twenty firft of November, thc 
Lion feil in with a brig, which, on exami- 
nation, proved to bc thc idcntical vcflcl, to 
•which thc fivc fcal catchcrs bclongcd, whom 
thc Embafly, in thc prcceding month of 
Fcbruary, had found and Icft upon Amítcr- 
dam iíland ; and whcrc it is probable they 
will now end thcir days, as Sir Erafmus 
Gowcr fcized thc brig as a lawful prizc, fhc 
having been fitted out from thc Hic of 
France.

Before thc damages were repaired which 
thc Lion had fuftained in thc tcmpčíluous 
wcathcr, Sir Erafmus Gowcr fortunately 
rcceived the difpatchcs which had been for- 

wardcd 
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warded to him by thc Commiffioncrs, and 
in confcqucnce thcrcof hc had rcturncd to 
Bocca Tigris.

The Hindoftan, Captain Macintofli, alfo 
rcturncd to Canton earlicr than was cxpcét- 
ed. The Chu-fan traders had not goods 
fufficicnt to load fb large a fliip, neithcr 
was it convcnicnt for them to purchafc thc 
European Commodities. Tea and filk were 
chcaper thcrc than at any othcr place ; but 
they wanted thc amount in fpecic, and 
Captain Macintofli was not provided for thc 
exigence. Ile therefore fet fail for Canton, 
at which port hc was alfo to bc exempted 
from thc accuftomcd impofts.

The city of Canton, in which thc Em- 
bafly was now lodged, likc any othcr large 
fcaport, has a number of forcigncrs mixed 
with thc natives. Thc fa&ories, bclonging 
to different European nations, cach of which 
has its peculiar flag flying, are handfome 
buildings, arranged in a line along thc river, 
without thc city walls ; and around thc

E c 4 ncighbour-
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ncighbourhood arc warchoufcs for the ré­
ception of articles for fale, as well as for Chi- 
nefe mcrchandize for exportation. What- 
ever purchafes arc riiade for the Engliih Eaft 
India Company, is donc by agents, whofe 
liberal émoluments place them above the 
temptation of fraudulcnt or diihonourablc 
praétices ; and who arc bred in the habits 
of method, punéluality and probity, the 
charaćłcrifłics of a good merchant.

From a récent régulation thrcc Commif- 
fioncrs had confiant refidcnce at the Engliih 
faćłory, cxclufive of the former number of 
fupercargoes and writers. They wcrc dclc- 
gated by the Company to notify, in form, 
the appointment of an Embafly from Great 
Britain, as weil as to fuperintend and dircél 
the Company’s affairs at Macao and Canton, 
Thefc gentleman having furnifhed the Em- 
baflador witli a particular flatement of the 
oppreffions, and perfonal indignities expe- 
ricnccd by their agents, enablcd him to add 
to the rcmonflrances bcforc prefented to the 
Viceroy. In confcqucncc of this, two cdićts 

wcrc 
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wcre iinmediately proinulgatcd againft thc 
frauds praćiifed on forcigncrs in their com­
mercial tranfa étions, as well as thc infults 
offered to their perlons ; in virtue whcrcof 
offenders had already been punilhed.

Among thc gricvances ftated by thc Com- 
mifiioncrs, and which was includcd in thc 
rcmonftrance of thc Embafiador, was that 
of thc natives being prohibited from in- 
ftruéting Europcans in thc Chincfc lan- 
guagc. , Thc Viccroy was at a lofs to judge 
on what principlc fuch a prohibition could 
hâve taken place, which deprivcd forcigncrs 
of thc mcans of tranfaéting their own affaira, 
as well as that of acquiring a knowledge of,, 
in order to čonform themfelves to, thc laws 
and euftoms of thc country. In this parti- 
cular thc Viccroy aflured his Exccllcncy 
that no farther obítruétion íhould bc given 
on tlíc part of govermnent.

Though a complète reform of abufes 
could not bc íuddenly expeétcd, yet during 
thc Embaflador’s rcfidcncc at Canton it was

not 
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not likcly the Engliíh could háve much 
caufc of complaint. Jlis Excellency’s inti- 
macy with thc Viccroy,—thc Viceroy’s' 
fricndly difpofition,—thc façility of impart- 
ing any injuries committed, through thc 
medium of a faithful interpreter, wcrc like- 
Jy to infurc juiticc and tranquillity to fo- 
rcign traders, as long as hc remained firm 
and inflexible to thc inimical mifreprefenta- 
tions of thc defigning, intcrcfted Hoppo and 
his aflbeiates.

Befides a frequent interchange of vifits 
between thc Viccroy and thc EmbaiTador, 
thc fiimc took place between thc lattcr and 
thc gentlemen of thc faćtory ; all which 
muft tend to convincc thc Chinefc that thc 
agents for thc Eaft India Company in China 
wcrc of rcfpc&able a clafs, and hcld fuch 
an occupation as did not render them un- t 
worthy of thc focicty of perfons of thc 
higheft rank and diilin&ion.—Even thc 
pridc and rcfcrvcdncfs of cxaltcd rank wcrc 
not chcrifhcd by thc Viccroy. None of his 
prcdcccflbrs, likc him, -ever permitted the 

native
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native jncrchants to fit down in his pre- 
fence ; and he was the firft who had con- 
defeended to fit at an Englilh table with thc 
gentlemen of thc faétory, at an entertain­
ment prepared by them for hisExcellency.

I

Agriculture engages moił thc attention, 
and is the chief occupation of the Chincfc. 
Ncarly the wholc furface of thc empire is 
appropriated only for thc production of 
food ; nor are there any limits put to thc 
populoufncfs of thc country, but fuch as 
arife from thc neceflity of fubfiftence. Thcy 
hâve no meadow land, and but little paf- 
turc ; nor arc oats, bcans, or turnips fown 
in fields for the ufe of cattlc. There arc 
feareely any parks or pleafurp grounds but 
thofe appertaining to thc Empcror. The 
roads, being narrow, occupy but little land ; 
thc chief intcrcourfe is by canals. Com­
mons, or walte grounds, are unknown in 
China; nor do thcy fuffer their arable lands 
to lie fallow. The labour of man is princi- 
pally applicd to thc raifing of articles which 
adminifter to thc comforts, but not to thc 

luxuries
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luxuries of life. Evcn foldiers, when not 
on duty, arc buficd in huibandry. The 
quantity of fubflítence is alfo augmented by 
their converting more fpccies of animais as 
well as vcgctables to their ordinary food 
than is ufual in other countries ; and the 
grcatcft economy is attended to in their pré­
paration. By refleéting on thefc circum- 
ftances, the afiertion that every fquare mile 
in China averages onc third more inhabit­
ants than in an cqual fpace in any other 
country of Europe, cannot appear furprifing.

By aftronomical obfervations, and aétual 
meaiurement, the feventeen provinces of 
China wcrc found to contain upwards of 
cight hundred and thirty millions of fquare 
acres, nearly thirteen hundred thoufand 
fquare miles. The population of the coun­
try within the walls, (for no corrcét account 
of that of China Tartary could bc obtained) 
afccrtained in the different divifions of dif- 
trićłs, by tithing men appointe«! by the go- 
vernment, amounted to threc hundred and 
and thirty threc millions of fouis. The re­

venue 
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venue arifing from the wholc of the pro­
vinces was ftated at thirty fix millions and 
a half of tahels or ounccs of filvcr, and four 
millions five hundred and forty eight thou- 
fand mcafurcs of rice and other grain.

The real difpofition of the Viccroy to 
cheriih and protećł the Englifli was counte- 
nanced by recent difpatchcs from the Em- 
peror, who thcrcin exprefled the welcome 
which would be given at his court to ano- 
ther Embafly from the King of Great Bri­
tain, and his defirc that notice might be 
given of the Minifter’s arrivai at Canton, 
that proper perfons might be difpatched 
thither to condućt hlm to Pékin.—And by 
an extraéi from another lotter it was iłated, 
that as his Impérial Majefty ihould refign 
the reins of govcrnmcnt in the fifty feventh 
year of the current cycle,, correfponding to 
the year 1 7<j(i, he wiihcd to fee fuch Mi- 
nifter at, or as fooii as convenient after, that 
time. “ Thus,” fays the learned fecretary, 
(and furcly no one can doubt the fuél, not- 
withftanding the unfavourablc appcaranccs 

at 
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at Zhe-hol,and Pekin) “ the EmbaiTy, ac- 
cording to the expcčlations which led to the 
undertaking, but contrary to the profpećłs 
which cloudcd it fometimes in its progrefs, 
fuccccded, at length, not only in obtaining 
permiffion, but in rceeiving an invitation, for 
a fimiliar intcrcourfe with the’ court of 
China, whenever the govcrnment of Great 
Britain and the Company ihall deem expe­
dient to renew it.”

As the cxpcnccs attending the Embaflÿ 
while in the city wcrc defrayed by his Im­
peria! Majefty, his Exccllcncy was induced 
to remove to, and wait for the Lion at, 
Macao ; whcrc, being out of the Chinefe 
territorics, they fliould ccafe to bc any lon­
ger at the charges of the Emperor. The 
attention of the Emperor was uniform 
throughout ;—inftanced by his paying the 
Embaflador the famé diftinguifhed honours 
at his departure from, as he had donc on 
his entrance into, the city of Canton. See 
Note IV.

An
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An affeftionatc Icave was takch of Chow 
and Van-ta-zhin, faithful companjonS of thc 
Embafly, who, aftcr a final feparation, font 
on board thc Lion prcfcnts of refrefhment, 
and othcr tokens of pcrfonal cfteem. On 
thc Embaffador’s arrivai at Macao, hc was 
politcly rcceived and entertaincd by thc go 
vernor. 

/ * »

This fcttlcmcnt, granted, undcr certain 
reftrićłions, to thc Portugucze, is conncćłcd 
to thc rcmaindcr of the ifland by a long 
ncck of land, about a hundred yards aerofs. 
Their wliolc cxtent of tcrritory, boundcd by 
a wali, is not more than eight miles in cir­
cuit. In this fmall fpot, thc Portugucze 
carricd on, for a length of time, almoft ex- 
cluiivcly, a confi dcrablc traffic with the 
Chincfc empire, and in othcr countrics in 
Afia, particularly to Japan, Tun-quin, Co- 
chin-China, and Siam. Luxury kept pace 
with the increafe of wealth ; thc cntcrpriz- 
ing fpirit of thc wholc nation declined ; and 
thofe at Macao becamc cncrvated by thc 
cffeéts of a tropical climate. Their trade 

> to
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to Japan failed ; thcir ípeculátions to othcr 
parts wcrc rendcred precarious ; and this 
once profperous fcttlement is defcendcd al- 
moił into 4 ftate of nihil ity.

ł '

The public adminiftration of Macao is 
committcd to the military governor, thc 
biihop, the.judgc, and a fcw ofthe fcttlers. 
There are thirtcen churches and chapels, 
and fifty pricfts, befidcs a French and Ita- 
lian clcrgyman, to miniftcr to thc dévotions 
of bctween four and fivc thoufand of Por- 
tuguczc laity. The garrifon coniiiłs of about 
three hundred privates, blacks and mulat- 
toc.s, With a very large proportion of officers.

Ofthe two pagan temples at Macao, be- 
longing to thc Chinefe, one is cnrioufly 
fituated among a confufcd heap of immenfc 
mafles of granite. This tempie iscomprif- 
cd of three feparate buildings one ovcr thc 
othcr ; thc only approach to which is by a 
winding tlight of Iteps hewn out of thc folid 
rock.

Camocn’s
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The Cave of Camoen, fituated a littlc 
above the loftieft eminence in the town, 
was conftrućted, probably, In the famę män­
ner as the temple above deferibed, by 
bringing together a vaft number of rocks. 
This cave, from a tradition current in the 
fettlcmcnt, belongcd to Camoen, a Portu- 
gueze poct, who refided a confidcrable timc 
ut Macao ; and in which cave, it is faid, he 
wrote the cclcbratcd poem of the Luciad. 
—See the annexed engraving.

His Excellency and two of the fuite were 
accommodated in a houfe, the garden of 
which inclofed this romantic cave. Soon 
after his arrivai here, lie reccived letters from 
England, and alfo from Batavia. By the 
former hc learned, that as no fleet had been 
difpatched from France to the Eaft Indies, 
government had not thought it ncceflary to 
lend out any ihips of force to convoy the 
Chincfc fleet home ; but thofe from Bata­
via ftated the arrivai of thrcc ihips of war, 
from the lile of France, in the ítraits of Sun­
dá ; that they had already captured the Prin-

F f ccis
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Ccfs Royal Indiaman ; and that a larget 
■force was foon expeétcd. This intelligence 
dctermincd the Enlbaflador’s return home, 
to protećł property artiôunting to three mil­
lions fierling, bclonging to the Company, 
which was embarked on board fifteen of 
their iliips.

Thefc ihips being all ready ncar Macao, the 
Embafl'ador and fuite embarked on board 
the Lion, leaving behind him, in China, 
Mr. Henry Baring, appointed a fupcrcargo 
àt Canton, and the Chincfc interpreter, who 
never quitted his Exccllcncy till the mo­
ment of his embarkation. After an affee- 
tionatc parting from his fellow travcllcrs, hc 
went to a couvent to change his Englifh for 
a Chincfc drefs, intending to devote himfelf 
hcrcaftcr to the fcrvicc and inftrućtion of 
his poor fellow chriftians in the weftern 
provinces of China.

The Lion, with fifteen «of the Company’s 
fhips, onc Spanifli, and one Portugueze In- 
diamen, failed from the iiland of Samcock,

ncar 
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ncar Macao, on tlíc 17th of March, 1794. 
In the ftraits of Banca thcy feil in wifh thrce 
armcd ihips from Bengal ; and ncar the 
ftrâits, a flcct of Malay pirates, coníifting of 
a fnow, and ten proas, mounting fix and 
thrce pounders, according to the fizc of each 
Vcíiel. Though it appeared thcy wcrc fitted 
Out for hoftilc or predatóry purpofes, Sir 
Erafmus Gowcr had too important a charge 
to bc diverted from it by any inveftigation 
of their defigns. Thcy were,. therefore, 
permitted to procccd without moleftation.

The fleet ftopped to complète their wood 
and water on the Java lide of the ftraits 
of Sunda ; and when this was donc, the 
Jackall tender was difpatched, with the 
armcd Indiamen, to Calcutta ; having on 
board fomc tea, tallow, and varnifli plants 
deftincd for Bengal, under the direćłion of 
Doćłor Dinwiddie.

The convoy put to fea agaiil On the ninc- 
teenth of April, and experieneed, after the 
lirft month, fcveral gales of wind, particu-

F f 2 larly 
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larly off the Cape of Good Hope, which 
difperfed the fleet. They all re-joined at 
St. Helena, which ifland the Lion made on 
the fixteenth of June, 1794» where fhe 
found his Majefty’s fhips the Sampfon, and 
Argo, from Europe.

The ifland of St, Helena, whofe periphery 
is about twenty eiglit miles, was difcovcrcd 
more than two centuries ago by the Portu- 
gueze. The Engliíh took it from them, 
and the Dutch from the Engliíh. The laít 
recovcrcd it again, by furprife, from the 
Dutch. It now belongs to the Eafl: India 
Company, who háve fpared no cxpence to 
rentier it a convcnicnt, and comfortablc 
place of refort for fhips in their homeward 
paffagc.

The long drought and fcorching winds, 
which for thrcc ycars had defolated the 
ifland of St. Jago, as mentioned in page 
O7, extended their bancful influence to St. 
Helena the famc period ; nor had the ifland 
at that timc entircly rccovercd from the ca- 

lamity. 
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lamity. Upwards of thrce ťhoufand horncd 
cattlc pcriíhed fqr want of watcr and fub- 
fiftcnce.

The valleys, and fome fpots upon the 
higher lands had; howcver, regaincd their 
priftinc verdure ; and the garden grounds 
were in excellent condition ; as was alfo a 
botanic gardon, which contai ned trces and 
plants of different climatcs. An infeét had 
deftroyed moft of the fruit trces, cxccpt the 
applc, which cver fince had bcen induítri- 
ouíly cultivatcd. The plantain and banana 
throvc well ; and fome good coffee had bcen 
produced ; but cotton, indigo, and canes by 
no means anfwcrcd.

The land was principally cultivatcd by 
black ílavcs, brought into the ifland by the 
firff Europcan fettlcrs. Thcíe men were 
trcated harfhly by their owncrs, till the Eaff 
India Company interfered, and put them 
under the protection of the magiftracy. 
Prcvious to this régulation, one tenth of 
their number djed annually ; they now in- 
crcafc ; though any farther importation of * 

F f 3 them
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thcm is prohibitcd. Thcre are alfo fomc 
free blacks upon this ifland, who being, likc- 
wifc, opprefted by flavc-owners, expcrienccd 
thc fame humane interpofition of the Com­
pany ; and they now claim and enjoy thc 
privilèges of a jury in both civil and c<imi- 
nal caufes.

Having taken what refreihments thc 
ifland afl’ordcd, the three men of war, thc 
Uon, Satnpfon, and Argo,—thc Indiamcn 
beforc mentioned, togethcr with three morc 
frorrl Bengal, two from Bombay, and a 
fouth-fea whaler, failcd from St. Helena on 
the firft of July ; gnd fteeringa north-wefterly 
courfc to thc cquator, they croifcd it in 
twenty four degrccs of weit longitude from 
Greenwich.

Nothing material occurrcd till thc twenty 
firft of July, on which day a flect of cleven 
fail wras difcovered in thc north-eaft ? five 
of thcm loomed large. Thcfe had formed 
a line of battlc abreaft, and wcrc bcaring 
down towards thc convoy. The private 

. fignai 
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lignai not bcing aníwercd, (it had been 
changcd lince Sir Erafmus Gowers depar- 
turc from England) the Lion, Sampfon, 
and Argo cleared for aćtion, while the mer- 
chant fhips werc dircćtcd to romain to ,lcc- 
ward. The weather coming on fuddenly 
thick, with rain, the two fleets werc eon- 
ccalcd from cacji other for ten or fiftcen 
minutes ; alter which, clearing up as haitily, 
the iłrangcrs proved to be a licet of India- 
men from England, under convoy of the 
Affiftancc man of war, of fifty guns, com- 
mandcd by Nathan Brunton, Efq.—The 
writer of this abridgment was then an offi- 
ccr on board her, and is iłill in his Majcfty’s 
fervice ; and hc is happy to havc it in his 
power to teftify the lumdjbme rnatmer in 
which that brave and cxpcricnccd com­
mander bore down upon ą fuppofcd enemy, 
in force fuperior to his own, for the protec­
tion of his convoy. This lliip, by a writ- 
ten order from Sir Erafmus Gowcr, return- 
cd with the licet to England; and as ihc was 
at that tjme allowcd to be the beli manned 
fhip in the Britilh navy, and hcr çreyv in 
perfed health and in high fpirits, the convoy,

F f 4 in
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in cafe of meeting with an enemy, would 
havc been ably fupported by fuch Ajjißance»

For fomc wceks, littlc progrcfs was madę 
by the homeward bound flcct, by rcafon of 
calms and variable winds. When off the 
Weitem iflands, the Spaniih and Portu- 
guczc fhips parted company, iłeering for 
thcir own coaits ; whilc the Englifh, con- 
tinuing thcir courfc, found thcmfelvcs off 
Scilly on the fourth of September. In 
iłeering up channel in the night of the fifth, 
the wind blowing very ftrong, they feil in 
with the grand fleet, under the command of 
Earl Howe, iłanding down channel; and 
being dark, and upon different tacks, fcvc- 
ral of the fhips ran foul of cach other, and 
rcceivcd confidcrable damage, The Lion, 
however, anchored fafcly, the next day, in 
Portfmouth harbour; where the Embaffador 
difcmbarked, after an abfcncc of ncarly two 
ycars, in a voyage fpent in the fcrvicc of his 
country, and in purfuit of an objećt which 
we heartily wiih may ultinuitcly be ob- 
tained.

EXPLANA-
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EXPLANATION

OF THE

NOTES '
WHICH OCCUR IN THIS WORK.

Note I. Page 14.

FATE OF THE GUNNER.

TK TOTWITHSTANDING every mean 
was uied to fave thc gunner, thc 

fatal circumftance bcing purely accidentai, 
on inquiry wc find he wasßrangled foon af- 
tcr he was dclivered np to the Viceroy of 
Canton.—The Chinefe, in firing falutcs, al- 
ways clevate the muzzlcs of thcir guns ; and 
jt was rcmarkcd by them, that if the Eng- 
lifh had adoptcd that mode, the above ac­
cident would not havc happcncd.

«

That thc accidentai killing of a Chinefe 
has not always bcen attendcd with the fatal 
confcquenccs to thc perpctrator as happened 
to the unfortunate gunner, will be proved 

by
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by thc following flory, fcnt us by a gentle­
man who was an cyc witnefs to one part, 
and had indubitable evidence of thc truth 
of thc other.

It is euftomary, in China, to fend a petty 
officcr in every boat which paffes betwixt 
the Fadory at Canton and thc Englifli fliips, 
to protećł thc property from thc dépréda­
tions of thc natives. In thc ycar 1770 or 
1771, a boat was difpatchcd from Canton 
under thc Orders of a quartermaftcr, who, 
deteding onc of the Chinefe boatmen in thc 
ad of ftcaling ferne of the goods, gave him 
a blow, which knocked him overfcoard into 
the river; and repeating his blow when in 
thc water, he cithcr killcd the Chinefe, or 
was thc canfc of his being drowned. His 
body was afterwards found, and taken up to 
Canton ; and, being put into a coffin, was 
publicly expofed beforc thc Englifli Fadory 
for fomc days. Thc captain of the fhip paid 
a fine of a certain fum of moncy, and thc 
corpfc was then taken away and interred ; 
and therc thc matter refted.—On what prin- 
cipie, then, did this quartermafter cfcape pu» 

niihment
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nifliment and thc gunncr fuffer, if it wcrc 
not lawful in that, as in this country, to kil! a 
highwayman in thc aćl of taking onc’s purfc ?

As it is a well known faćt that lifc, in 
China, may be favcd by a bribe, wc hopc 
and truił that this country has not to lament 
t,hat thc gunner’s was not purchafcd; or that 
propofitions wcrc not madc for that purpofe.

Note II. Page 18.
WHO THE ENVOY WAS.

It was Colonel Cathcart who was ap- 
pointed Miniftcr ; but dying in the outward 
paflagc, in thc ftraits of Sunda,—and bis fc- 
crctary not having bcen invefted with the 
famę powers as Sir George Staunton was, 
under Lord Macartncy, thc Embaffy, of 
courfe, failcd.

Note III. Page 116.
WIIENÇE THIS ACCOUNT WAS TARER.

This ftatement of dcaths was not extračl- 
pd from the original work, of which this is 

an
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an abridgment, but from another author, 
■whofc words are, “ I fhall only add, that, 
within thc laft.twenty ycars, no Icfs than 
nincty eight thoufand dcaths appcar on thc 

' records of thc public hofpital in Batavia.”

fiole IV. Page 1Q5.
DESCRIPTION OF CANTON. EXTRACTED

PRINCIPALLY FROM DU HALDE.
I

The city of Canton is onc of thc moft 
populous and opulent in China ; and, per- 
haps, in this refpcét, deferves thc firft place, 
fincc to thc trade of thc neighbouring na­
tions it has added that of Europe. It itands 
on onc of thc flneft rivers in thc empire, 
named Ta-ho or thc Great River. In its way 
from thc province of Quang-Jï, it reçoives 
another river, deep enough to bring up large 
vcflcls from thc fea to thc town ; and by 
means of canals extends its water s into lève­
rai provinces. Its mouth is large, and more 
terrible in its namc (Tiger s gale) than its 
forts, which arc built only to keep off thc 
Ghinejè pirates.

The



EMBASSY TÖ CHINA. 445

The great quantity of money, brough hi- 
thcr from thc moft diftant countries, draws 
the marchants of thc fcvcral provinces to 
this port, vv hcre may bc found almoft every 
thing that is rare or curions in the empire. 
The inhabitants arc induftrious, ingénions, 
and expert in thc imitative art, and in the 
cmbcllifhmcntoftheir manufactures; though 
thefc arc not in eftimation with the peoplc 
at Pekin, being undervalucd by them, and, 
as they fay, ncithcr íubftantial nor well 
wrought. They alfo complain that thc 
materials are either fcanty or ill chofen, 
and the internal workmanihip too Hight. 
Notwithftanding, thc filks at Canton, callcd 
Sha, are thcrc accounted the beit of that 
kind, efpecially thc flowercd forts, which 
arc wrought open like lace, and much 
worn in lummer, being cheap and gcntcel.

Though the number of artificcrs in this 
city is almoft incrcdiblc, yct not being fuf- 
ficićnt for its trade, they havc eftabliihed a 
great many manufaćlories at which
havc rendered it fainous through the wholc 
province. Düring the troubles in which

Canton
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Canton was involvcd, thc tradc was carticd 
to this borough, diftant four Icagucs. It is 
at leait thrce Icagucs in circumfcrcnce, is a 
place of great refort, and not even inferior 
to Canton, cither for its wcalth or number 
of inhabitants ; though that city, taken al- 
together, is reported to contain upwards of a 
million of fouis, among whom a womaii is 
hardly ever feen in thc ftreets.

The Viccroy refides at Canton, which has 
under its jurifdiétion fcvcntccn citics, onc or 
thc fécond, and fixteen of thc third rank.

Thcrc can hardly bc a more charming 
landfcape than that which. offers itfelf to 
view on entering thc river that leads to 
thc town. It is varions, gay, and animated. 
On onc fidc—mcadows of a mort lovcly 
green extend out of fight ; on thc other— 
groves, or littlc hills appcar which rife in 
form of amphithéâtres, afccndcd by fteps 
madę of green fods. Hère—rocks arc feeft 
covered with mois ; thcrc—villages among 
thc copies.' Sometimes canals prefent them- 

fclvcs 



ËMBASSY TO CHINA. 447

fclves, which form iflands ; or lofing them- 
felves in the carth, cxpofc to vicw their 
bcautiful banks : thc wholc forming an cn- 
chanting profpećt.

Canton unités, as it wcre, thrce citics 
into onc ; which arc feparatcd by high 
walls, but fo contiguous that thc famé gâte 
fcrvcs to pafs from onc to thc other. The 
wholc forms a figure almoft fquarc, and 
is not much lefs in compafs than Paris. 
The flrccts arc long and ftraight, and 
pavěd with hard hewn flonc ; but moitly 
narrow, cxccpt a fcw which arc adorned 
with triumphal arches. They arc wholly 
taken up with fhops, which make a fine 

« fhew ; and tradefmen who deal in thc famé 
articles, rcfidc in thc famé quarter of thc 
town. They arc conflantly crowdcd, efpc- 
cially with porters, thcrc being no other 
mode of convcying goods but on mens 
fhouldcrs. Perfons of condition are carricd 
in chairs.

The
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The houfcs, though very ncat, are faf 
from bcing ftatcly; almoft ail of them con­
flit of a ground floor, and are built of carth, 
ornamcnted with bricks, and covercd with 
tilcs. The Windows, in fummer, arc of 
cane, to let thc air through ; in winter—of 
oyfter iliclls fcrapcd till they arc fcmi-tranf- 
parcnt. The walls arc covcred with thin 
whitc paper ; and charcoal, in winter, is 
burnt in thc nfiddlc of thc rooms. Thcre 
is a market holden in almoft every iłrcct for 
all forts of provifions. Their frogs, of a 
black hue, are cftecmcd a dclicacy, and 
fetch a grcatcr pricc than any other méat} 
and viper broth was in réputation hcrc long 
before it was in London.

Canton is cnrichcd with many handfomć 
public buildings. Bcfidcs thirteen trium­
phal arches, there arc a grcat number of 
idol temples, furroundcd with cells of thc 
Bonzas, which hâve fomething fingular in 
them. The Hall of Confucius, and thc Aca­
demy of thc literáti, arc curious itruéturcs. 
The Ya-men or palaces of thc mandarines 

arc
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are alfo beautiful and grand ; though in a 
different rcfpcćł to what we term fo in 
Europe.

The river is crowded on both fides with 
a multiplicity of junks, arranged in rows, 
containing a prodigious number of peoplc, 
coniłituting a kind of floating city. Thefe 
junks, lying clofc together, form ftreets; 
cach junk containing a wholc family, like 
a houfe, is dividcd into varions apartments. 
The common people who inhabit them riie 
betimes in the morning, cithcr to filh or 
work in the ricc grounds, which yield two 
crops annually. At the end of cach ffreet 
is a barricr, which is íhut every evening 
foon after the gates of the city ; fo that 
every body is obliged to be at home by the 
time it grows dark. This régulation pre- 
vents many diforders in China, wherc the 
greateft citics arc as quiet in the night time 
as if they confiftcd but of fingle families. 
By intermarriages, the Chinefe and Tartars 
herc can fcarccly be diftinguiihed, cithcr 
by tbcir ftature, features, or habits.

G g To



450 NOTES ON THE

To the abovc account of thc city of Can­
ton, principally extraélcd from Du Halde, 
we hâve only farther to obícrve, that every 
city in China has bclls to diftinguiíh thc 
fivc watchcs of thc night. That extraor- 
dinary one at Pekin, which wcighs a hun- 
dred and twcnty thoufand pounds, bcing 
forty feet widc, is faid to be thc biggeft in 
thc world. Thcir bclls are hupg in towers, 
and begin to found at feven in thc cvcning, 
which bcing thc firft watch, they ítrikc 
one ; this is. repeated a littlc after, and from 
timc to timc till the fécond watch begins, 
and then it ítrikes two, which is repeated 
till the third watch begins, when it ítrikcs 
three, and fo on till morning. In fome 
towns drums are madc ufc of in likc 
männer-

Note V. Page 270.

MON KEYS EMPLOYED IN GATHERING THE 

BRANCHES OF THE TEA TREE.

The tea trcc often grows tipon the fides 
of mountains, and among rocky cliffs, to

eonie
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corne at which is frequcntly (langerons, and 
fometimcs impraticable. The Chincfc, 
that they may gather thc leaves, make ufe 
of a fmgular ftratagem. Thofc declivities 
arc often the habitation of monkeys, whom 
they mow at, mock, and imitatc, ’till thc 
animais, to revenge themfelves, break off 
thc branches, and fliowcr them down upon 
the infulters ; from which branches the Chi- 
nefe afterwards ffrip off thc leavcs. « /

When Dotor Lctfom bad rcad the above 
paffage, taken from Groflicr’s Dcfcription 
of China, he wrotc to thc author, to thank 
him for having given an account which 
coincided fo exatly with his own which he 
bad given in his hiffory of thc Tca trcc, and 
which had been treated with unmerited ri­
dicule. In nations which havc not acquircd 
thc art of printing, thc arts which they havc 
(lifcovcrcd arc general ly preferved, and cx- 
plaincd by paintings, and hicroglyphic re­
présentations. In Chincfc drawings arc to 
bc feen thc hiffory of making porcclain, of 
cultivating ricc, as well as colleting and

G g 2 preparing
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prcparing tca ; in which that irafciblc ani­
mal the monkcy is employćd to advantagc. 
The Chincfe, perceiving thefe difpoiitions in 
the monkcy, took advantage of the propen- 
iîtics of the animal, and convertcd them to 
ufc in a domcilic fiate which, in that of na­
ture, were exerted to their annoyancc. Dr. 
Letfom mentions drawings, in which mon- 
keys are rcprcfcntcd gathering the branches 
or leavcs of the tca trcc, without exhibiting 
any mcnacing attitude. They appeared ra- 
ther to bc fulffiling an office to which they 
had been rcgularly traincd ; and the more 
fo, bccaufc others were walking and fitting 
by the pcoplc, as if tamed and domefticat,cd, 
whilft they were quietly gathering the 
branches upon the trocs.

»

Note VI. Page 312.

DESCRIPTION OF THF. CITY OF PEKIN.

In addition to what lias alrcady been faid 
on the fubjcét above mentioned, wc hâve 
confulted the bclt authors, ïùch as Du Halde, 
Ides, and Dionyfius Kao, and, occailonally, 

the 
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tlić original Work from which our abridg- 
mcnt has bccn takcn ; and by thc aftiftancc 
of all, wc bave bccn ablc to prcfcnt our 
rcaders with thc following authcntic, and 
intercfting extraits.

Pekin is thc chief of thc province of that 
namc, and thc capital of thc wholc empire. 
It has ninc great citics fubordinatc to it, 
with their dependent diftriits, diftinguifhed 
by thc additional namc of Fit or Foo. Thefe 
nine large citics havc fixteen leis—fubjeited 
to their jurifdiition, which are alfo diftin­
guifhed from thc others by thc appellation 
of Chen or C/zoo ; and thc lefs confiderablc 
places, which are under thc government of 
thc laft, havc fuperadded thc furnamc of 
Hien.

This extenftve powcrful empire compre- 
hends fiftecn provinces, which might more 
properly bc callcd kingdoms ; for before 
théy werc united under onc hcad, upwards 
of three thoufand ycars ago, cach bad jts 
peculiar King, as, at prcfcnt, every province

G g .3 has
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has its Viccroy; all which arc fubordinate 
to one fuprcmc , fovcrcign, thc Empcror. 
The province of Leaotung, though fituate 
without thc great Wall, is alfo rcckoncd 
among thc reft, and pafles for thc fixtccnth.

Pekin is fituated in a fine fertile plain, 
not far fouth of thc great Wall, in thc moił 
falubrious part of all China, abounding with 
corn, fruits, lierbs and roots, and ail thc 
ncccifarics and çomforts of life, cxccpt that 
of tca, noue of which grows in that pro­
vince. The froft is pretty fcvcrc there in 
winter ; but thc heat of fummer is mode- 
rate and fupportable.

When thc Tartars conquercd this coun­
try, about a hundred and fixty ycars fince, 
they drove thc Chincfc out of thc city, but 
gave them Icavc to build a new onc, con- 
tiguous to thc old town, which was thon 
ncarly fquare ; but thc additions fince made 
hâve given it an irregulär form. Thefe ci- 
tics, callcd for difłinćłion fake Chinefe and 
Tartar, independent of thc fuburbs, which

are
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arc vcry extcnfivc, arc twenty miles in cir- 
cumfercncc. Tbc wholc wcrc iiiid to con- 
tain two millions of inhabitants ; but the 
account given to the Embafiy, ftated the 
total at ncarly thrcc millions.

The principal ftrccts arc fpacious, and 
thrcc or four miles long. The fhops of mer- 
chants for neatnefs and, perhaps, riches cx- 
ccl moft in Europe. The name of the 
tradefman and the articles hc dcals in are 
placcd over the fliop door ; the cntrance to 
which, befides being dccoratcd with ftream- 
ers, is embclliihed with gildings, fculptures, 
paintings and japannings, in a manner which 
attraćłs and charms the eyc. But the prin­
cipal Chincfc ihops and markets arc kept 
without, in the fuburbs. Moft of the in­
habitants, of Pekin arc Tartars, the walls of 
whofe city arc feventy fcct high, and per- 
fcdly cover the town, the houfes in general 
being only of onc floor, on account of carth- 
quakes, by which formerly the city of Po 
kin had much fuftered.

G g 4 The
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The ftrcets arc always crowdcd, though 
Çhinefe women ncver appcar in thcm, cx- 
cept in covçred icats or chairs. The rcafon 
of this crowding is, that ait provisions arc 
brought thither by land carriagc, no river 
or canal Corning within thrcc miles of the 
city; which occaiion the ftrcets to be filled 
with carts, camels, horfes, and other beafts 
of burden with their drivers; infomuch that 
it is difficult to pafs through the gates in a 
morning or evening. The artificerś, alfo, 
contributc to incrcafe the crowd, as they 
work in the houfes of thofe who cmploy 
thcm, and arc pcrpctually looking out for 
bufmefs. The ftreets arc, likewife, in the 
day time, filled with inimitable jugglcrs, 
exhibiting for moncy ; aućłionccrs felling 
their goods ; and quack doétors their medi- 
cines. The magiftrates hâve alfo their 
guard whenever they appcar abroad ; and 
perlons of diftinétion a numerous attend- 
ancc. AU thefe circumftunccs combined, 
make the town appcar more populous than 
it rcally is.

The
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The palaces of the chief mandarines oc- 
cupy a great extent of ground, as they hâve 
only one floor. They conflit of fevcral open 
courts, in which the buildings arc not con- 
tiguous ; and they are io fond of privacy 
that they havc 110 Windows towards thc 
itrcct, ncither will they fuffer their neigh- 
bours to havc any which can ovcrlook them ; 
and thcrc is a ikreen always within thc gate 
to prevent itrangers from looking in. The 
furniture of their houfes conflits of pićtures, 
japanned cabinets, chairs, tables, and var- 
nillicd fkreens; and their beds are very ele­
gant. Their curtains, in the fummer, are 
of filk, and their countcrpancs of thc famc. 
They havc no feathcr beds, but ileep upon 
quilts or mattrefles.

. Befides thc buildings before mentioned, 
thc miffionarics havc four monaitcrics, to 
which arc annexed four churchcs : (bmc of 
thefe are within thc boundarics of thc pa­
lace.—The Jefuits’ cloyftcr is cncompailcd 
with a high (tone wall, having two hand- 
fomc gates. Within is a pair of globes of

great 
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grcat magnitude, being ncarly fix feet in 
diameter. Thcir church is a large, beauti- 
ful ftrućłurc, of Italian architećlurc ; dcco- 
rated with a number of images and altars, 
and furnifhed with an excellent organ ; and 
a large clock with a fet of chimcs. There 
is likcwifc a mufcum weil ftored with cu- 
riofities.

Genius, Manners, and Cûstoms of the 
Chinese.

The Chinefe, who pay the greateft défé­
rence and rcfpcćł to old men, arc, in gene­
ral, of a mild and humane difpofition, but, 
violent and vindiétive w hen offendcd ; al- 
ways avenging themfelves in a ilow but mc- 

' thodical manner. Sonic among them arc 
fo litigious as to difpofe of their property to 
maintain a fuit at law, in order to procure 
the baftinado to his adverfary. And as it 
fometirnes happens that the défendant, by 
mcan of a bribe to the judge, transfers the 
ftripes to the back of the plaintiff, this never 
fails to engender hatred and malice, which 

end
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end oftcn in tlić dcftrućłion of lite and pro- 
pcrty. But though they arc vicions, they 
love virtue, and honour thofc who praćłifc it. 
And notwithlłanding they arc confummatc 
difiemblcrs of their hatred, they detcit every 
aćłion which feems to betray anger or cmo- 
tion. The fciences, ,the foundation of their 
nobility and preferments, engrofs all their 
ardour and citccm.

Intcrcił is one of the grand foibles of the 
Chincfc ; and the extreme love of life ano- 
ther. Such as háve only ten or twelve pif- 
tolcs in the world will expend them in a 
coffin twenty ycars, perhaps, before wanted, 
and look upon it as the moił valuable move- 
blc in their poiTcflion.

The Chincfc, in general, are Iow in fta- 
turc, and of brown complexions ; though, 
in the. northern provinces, they are as fair 
as Europcans. A pcrfcćł bcauty among 
them conflits of, a large forchcad, a fhort 
nofe, fmall wcll-cut eyes, a large and fiat 

face,
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face, broad ears, moderate fized mouth, and 
black hair.

The Tartar fovcrcigns bave compcllcd the 
men to íhavc their hcads, leaving only one 
lock in the middle of the crown. They 
have littlc beards, fuli whilkers, and fomc 
long hairs at the bottom of the chin. Their 
drefs conflits of a veil with fuli, long íleeves; 
over thisthey wcar, fometimes a loofe, fhort 
coat ; but in paying or recciving vifits, they 
have a long filk gown, and over this a kind 
of fpcncer, reaching to the knec.—They 
always wcar filk or ituff boots, and have in 
their hand a large fan. They are cxcecd- 
ingly fcrupulous in their ceremonies and 
compliments ; the wliolc of which may bc 
rcduccd to bowing, knccling and proilrat- 
ing, according to the occafion, and place, 
as well as âge or quality of the perfons. 
And though, from the prejudice of éduca­
tion, wc may look upon their cuitoms as 

fantajiic, the Chinefe, in their turn, may 
bc tempted to look upon ours as barbarous.

Their
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Their feafts are peculiarly troublefome to 
Europcans, the whole being madę up of 
ceremonies and compliments. Their ordi- 
nary feafts rcquire iixtccn,—the moro fo- 
lemn twcnty four difh'es upon each table, 
as well as more formalitics. Sometimes 
thcre are as many tables as guefts, who fit 
upon iłools or chairs ; but ordinarily two 
perlons fit at one table, which is not covcr- 
cd with a cloth, but neatly japanncd, at 
the front of which hangs a piece of filk de- 
coratcd with rich necdlc work. Two 
pointed fti- ks of ivory or cbony, do the of­
fice of knlfc and fork ; their méats arc eut 
into fmall fquare piecesj and ferved up in 
bowls ; their loups arc excellent, but they 
ufe no fpoons ; fo that after fipping the thin, 
the grofler parts of it are dircéted to the 
mouth by their chopfticks. After the firft 
difh, winc is ferved iu cups to cach gueft ; 
but nonc is tafted till the entertainer bas 
firlł drunk. A comedy is aéted during the 
repaît; and when the deflertis brought in, 
moncy is collcéted for the domeftics,

Their
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Their marriagcs, alrcady fpokcn of, like 
their feafts, arc celcbrated, for fcvcral days, 
with much fplcndour and fcftivity. Huf- 
bands are allowed concubines, but thcy arc 
fubordinatc to the wifc. Their funerals 
hâve alrcady becn defcribcd in pages 127, 
128, and 12Q.—The ufual time of niourn- 
ing is thrcc years ; but it is commonly re- 
duccd to twenty-feven months.

Criminals arc punifhed, in China, pro­
portionale to the cnorrriity of the crime. 
Capital offences pafs through fivc or fix dif­
ferent tribunals beforc a definitive fcntcnce 
be pafled. The women arc kept in prifon 
feparate from the inen ; neither is the deb- 
tor confincd in the famé place as the félon. 
For ilight offences the culprit is baffina- 
doed ; for others—hc is made to vvcar, night 
and day, a heavy wooden collar about his 
neck, fomething fimilar to an Engliih pil- 
lory. For certain cnormitics offenders arc 
marked upon the check with Chincfc cha- 
raders denoting their crimes; others arc 
condemncd to temporary or perpétuai ba-

niihment,
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niiliment, or to drag thc royal barks for one, 
two, or thrcc ycąrs. Capital punifhmcnt is 
inflićted thrcc different ways ; byßrangling, 
beheading ; and, for affaffination, by cutting 
into ten thoufand pièces. Thcy hâve, likc- 
wife, in China, two kinds of torturę to ex­
tort confcffion.—Nonc are put to dcath 
without the Empcrofs exprefs orders ; and 
thcfc executions takc place on a certain day 
in the ycar throughout thc empire.

Note VU. Page 328.
DESCRIPTION OF TUE GREAT WALL.

Dionyïius Kao, a native of China, from 
whofe works, publifhed in thc ycar 1705, 
thc following account is principally ex­
tradée!, though wc havc borrowed from Du 
Halde and others, iays, This prodigious 
Wall was built fomc centuries bcforc Chrift’s 
time, by thc Chincfe Emperor Chicn-chu, 
Voang, (according to Du Halde by Tfm-Shi- 
Wang, who makes it two hundřed and 
twenty onc ycars bcforc thc birth of Chriff) 
to prevent thc incurfions of thc rcltlcfs weit­

em
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crn Tartars. It is extcndcd from the Ori­
ental fea far beyond the middle of Shen-fi, 
and includcs the provinces of Pekin, and 
almoft the wholc of Shcn-fi. Its length, in 
a direćł linę, is computed at fix hundred 
and fifty four Frcnch miles ; but reckoned 
as a curved line amounts to upwards of one 
thoufand. It has threc or four lofty towers 
or forts within the compafs of every mile, 
many of which arefituated upon the higheft 
mountains ; and the Wall is broad cnough 
upon the top for eight horfes to gallop 
abrcaft without any danger.

Du Halde, on the famę fubjećt ftates, 
that its beginning is a large bulwark of ftonc, 
raifed in the fea to the caft of Pekin ; and 
ends when you hâve pafled the littlc city of 
Chwang-lan. It is well terraccd and cafed 
with brick, and is as high as, and much 
broader than the walls of the empire ufually 
arc ; that is, from twenty to twenty fivc 
fcct in hcight. The top is widc cnough for 
fivc or fix horíčmen to ride abrcaft.

The



ÈMBASSY TD CHINA 403

The gates of the great Wall are all de* 
fended, on the fidc of China, by pretty large 
forts. The firft of them, to the eaft, is 
called Shang-hay-Quan. It ftands near the 
Wall which èxtends, from the bulwark above 
mentioned, the fpace of a league along a 
country perfećłly level, and does not begin 
to afeend the tnountains till hftcr it has 
paifed that place. It was the Chinefe ge­
neral, commanding in this part, who firft 
called in the Tartars of the province of 
Lcao-tung, which lies beyond it ; and thus 
gave them an opportunity of conquering 
China, notwithftanding their mural ram- 
parts, which the Chinefe thought impreg- 
nable.

Many of the i'quarc towers are large and 
lofty ; fome of two, ftorics high, bullt of 
brick, upon a foundation of ftone, which 
rifes about four fcct above the ground. 
Each iide of the i'quarc at the bafe meafüres 
from thirty five to forty fect, and their 
height is nearly the famc dimenfions. The 
fide of the fquare at the top is from twenty

H h eight
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cight to thirty feet. The firft ilory is upon 
a levcl with the platform of the wall, in 
which thcre arc embrafures.

The Foundation of the wall, formcd of 
large fquare itones, which projeét about two 
fcct bcyond the brick work, is about twcnty 
five fcct thick at its bafc, and rifes not lefs 
than two feet above the furfacc of the 
ground. The reft is cafcd both infide and 
outfide with brick work, cach of the thick- 
nefs of fivc fcct, having the intermediate 
fpacc fillcd up with carth or tcmpcrcd clay, 
and tcrraccd upon the top with a platform 
of fquarc bricks. The parapets, about 
cightccn inchcs thick, arc a continuation of 
the brick work above the tcrrcplain.

Evcrt Yyfbrant Ides, Embaflador from the 
Czar, Peter the Grcat, to the Court of Pé­
kin, an account of whofe travcls from Mof- 
cow to that city was publifhcd in the ycar 
J7O5, has alfo given a defeription of the 
Grcat Wall; and that wc may bc able to 
point out to our rcadcrs the particular fpot,

• Ict
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iet it be remcmbered, that thc laft fortrefs 
of his Czariih Majefty’s dominions, bordcr- 
ing upon thc frontiers of China, which his 
Excellcncy ftopped at, was Argunjkoy. From 
this place he proceeded to the filvcr river, 
callcd Mongagol, which falls into thc river 
Argun ; and, having crofl'cd that, traverfcd 
thc great Tartarian wildcrnefs, and arrived 
at thc river Calabu. Pafling along the banks 
of thc river Jalo, he came to Xixiger, a city 
upon thc borders of China, whcrc, by order 
of his Imperial Majcíty, his Excellcncy was 
met by a mandarine, accompanicd by cighty 
men, w ho condućłcd him to Kara Kai on, 
or Black City, on his route to Pekin. Hc 
then fays, On the twenty feventh of Oćlobcr 
we reachcd ibmc watch towers on thc pin- 
naclcs of thc rocks, from whcnce we got 
fight of the Grcat Wall, at which we ar­
rived on the famę day. This feems to be 
one of thc feven wonders of thc worki. 
About fivc hundred fathoms from this fa- 
mous Wall is a valley, having on cach fide 
a battery of hewn iłonc ; from one of which 
to thc other a wali about thrcc fcet high is

H h 2 erećłcd,
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credcd, with an opcn entrancc, as appcarâ 
in the anncxcd cngraving. Pafling through 
this fore wali, we came to the entry of the 
Grcat Wall, through a watch tower, about 
eight fathoms high, arched over with hewn 
ftone, and providcd with large mafly doors 
ftrcngthcd with iron. The Wall runs from 
caft to wcft acrofs the valley up extraordi- 
nary high rocks : and, about five hundred 
fathoms diftancc from the other, has, upon 
the rocks on each fidc of it, a tower built, 
as reprefented in the engraving. The font 
of this Wall was of large hewn quarry ftone, 
for about a foot high, and the rcmaining 
upper part was compofcd of brick and lime ; 
but as far as wc wcrc ablc to difeover, the 
whole had been formerly built with the 
famé ftonc. Within this firft port wc came 

• into a plain füll a hundred fathoms bioad, 
after which wc arrived at another gnard- 
port which had a wall on cach fidc, and, 
like the firft wall, was carricd quitc acrofs 
the vale. This, as well as the firft port, 
w as guardcd by a watch of fifty mcn. Upon 
the firft or Grcat Wall was crcćtcd an idol 

temple,
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temple, with the enflgn of the Idol and that 
of the Emperor flying upon it. The Wall 
was full fix fathoms high, and four thick ; 
fo that fix horfemen might eafily ride abreaft 
upon it, and was in as good repair as if it 
had been finiflied about twenty or thirty 
y cars lince,

To raifc men for building thîs Wall, 
which is ftated to have becn completcd in 
five years, the Emperor commanded that 
threc out of every ten men throughout his 
dominions fliould work at it ; and after- 
wards—two out of every five were compell- 
cd to labour at this vaft undertaking. It is 
alfo faid, that though the inhabitants of cach 
province worked as ncar their own abodc as 
they could, yet, either by the length of 
their journcy ęr the différence of climate, 
almoft all thofe employed in its conffrudion 
died uncxpc&cdly. This raifed a tumult in 
the empire, which proceeded to the length 
of murdering the Emperor, and his fop 
Ągutzi, in the fortieth ycarof his reign.

Hh3 Whcn
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When it is confidered, that this ftrućłure, 
upwards of a thoufandFrench miles in length, 
befides being extendcd along dreary w ailes, 
and even furfaces, is carried over expanfive 
rivers in the form of bridges, fomc having 
two tiers of arches,—and alfo, in the fame 
ihape, acrofs deep and wide-extended val- 
leys, uniting, as it were, the mountains 
•which form them ;—that it afeends the 
higheft, and defeends the fteepeft précipices; 
—and, with all this, confidering the im- 
meniity of labour,—the ingenuity of the 
artifts,—the difficulty of tranfporting mate- 
rials,—and the fhort time of its complction ; 
—the imagination is loft in the contempla­
tion of an objcćl whofe grandeur is not fur- 
paffed by any of the feven wonders of the 
■world.

No/e VIII. Page 358.
STATE OF PHYSIC IN CHINA.

The ilate of phyfic is at a low ebb among 
the Chincfe. There are no public fchools 
nor profcflbrs of the healing art. They are 
totally ignorant of the anatomy of the body, 

and 
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and hold diflcćtion in horror. The wholc 
fcicncc of medicine, among them, conflits 
in the knowledge of the pulfe, (of which 
their ideas arc exccedingly crroncous) and 
the ufc of fimplcs. In difeafes arifing from 
plethora, as well as in many other cafés, a 
free ufe of the lancet is often neccflary to 
preferve life ; yet furgery, in China, is io 
littlc underftood, that venefečtion or blood- 
letting is nevěr performed. If, at any time, 
the faculty there think it neccflary to punc- 
turc any part of the body, to let out what 
they cali a collećłion of vapour, it is always 
donc with a gold or fdver needle, which 
operation gives cxquifite pain to the patient. 
—Emafculation is peformed by ligature.

The following authentic anecdote, on the 
fubjcćł of blccding with a lancet, was fent 
to us by a profeffional gentleman, who has 
bccn twice at Canton.

Somc ycars fince, at the requeft of a Chi- 
nefc merchant, this gentleman went to vifit 
a friend of his who was ill, and finding his 

H h 4 com- 
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complaint to be a large abfcefs upon the 
thigh, and in a fiate of maturity, lie open- 
cd it with a common lancet, prefied out, 
the matter, and applied proper dreffings ; 
promifmg to revifit him the next day.—■ 
The following morning the gentlemani 
Chinefe fervant, learning what had bccn 
done, appeared in the greateft diftrcfs, and 
exelaimed violcntly againft the merchant 
for fuffering him to eut the flefh, and to 
draw blood of a Chinefe with any iniłru- 
ment, as he muft havc known that, fliould 
the patient die, by the laws of China, he 
his-felf would be put to dcath; without re­
gard to the motiycs which fuggefted the 
operation. Though the gentleman was un- 
der no appręhcnfion for thę fatc of his pa­
tient, as to what he had done, yet fome 
other fmifter accident jnight havc fuper- 
vened; and he had fome thoughts of return- 
ing fecrctly on board his fliip, when a friend 
advifed him to rcmain on ihorc, and to kecp 
the circumftance feeret ; adding, that fhould 
his patient die from any other caufc, he 
might expiatc the decd by paying a fine in 

rnoncy 
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moncy, and this, bcing accommodatcd in 
private, would require a lefs fum than if thc 
faćł were madę public. The patient, how- 
cver, did well, and was grateful to his be- 
ncfaćlor.

Prégnant women are never vifited by 
male phyficians ; ncithcr do thcy cvcr aćł as 
accoucheurs. The obffetrie art is praćtifcd by 
women only, for whofe iniłrućtion books 
havc becn written, in which thc different 
periods of the gravid uterus are póinted out, 
by appofitc drawings, and a multitude of 
preferiptions drawn up, and directions given 
for every cafe that can poflibly be fuppofcd 
to happen.

Inoculation has long bcen introduccd 
among them ; but it is performed in a män­
ner different from that of Europeans. The 
variolous matter is collećłed from a favour- 
able kind, dried, pulvcrized, and put into 
a jar clofcly ftopped, which, by excluding 
thc atmofpkcric air, will retain its property

for 
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for a length of time. A imali quantity of 
this powdcr, after thc patient has becn pré­
parée! by gcntle laxatives, and a ilender diet, 
being put upon a bit of cotton, and inferted 
into thc noftril, it takes effcćt about thc 
famc time as by the method praćtifed in 
Europe.

China, likewife, abounds with itinérant 
praćłitioncrs who live by thc credulity and 
ignorance of thc tnultitudc. Thc virtues 
of their noftrums arc pompoufly fet forth in 
hand-bills, with, as in other places, a long 
lift of furreptitious cures. But in this kind 
of quackcry they hâve gone a ftep farther 
than the Engliih mountebanks, in fpitc of 
whofe mcdicines, or for want of taking the 
other bottle, their patients continue to die. 
The Chinefe, however, promulgated a mc- 
dicinc to infurc immortality. This grand 
fccrct was arrogated by a fcét callcd Tau- 
tfe, thc difciples of Lau-kyun, who boafted 
they had difeovered a liquor, by mcan 
whereof man ïhould never die. A great 

number 
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number of mandarines ftudicd this art, as 
well as the diabolical one of magic-, and 
the Empcror Tfin-lhe-whang-ti, a dcclarcd 
enemy to learning and learned men, was 
perfuaded by thofc impoitors that they had 
aćłually fuch a liquid, and gave it the 
name of Chang-feng-you, medicine of eter- 
îial life.

FINIS.
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•—------------Plans of Cities, 41 plates, with deferiptions, 4to,
Arnold’s Church Mufie, folio, half bound, - 16
Ayfcough's Index to Shakefpeare, Svo. - - 1 s
---------------Shakefpeare, with Index, 2 vols. Svo. - 22 
—————Ditto without Index, 1 vol. Svo. - - 11
Berquin’s Children's Friend, 6 vols, with 46 copperplates, bd. 1 1 
—■-------Seleil Stories, unio. - - - -02
■ Honeft Farmer, with frontifpicce - - • o t
11 — Hiftory of Little Grandion - - 01
ßiographical Sketches of 39 eminent Perfons, with a Defcription

oi Knole, plates - - • - 06
Bonnet’s Philolophical Inquiries, Svo. - ► o 6
Boothby's (Sir Brooke) Obfervations on Burke and Paine o 5 
Bolcawen’s Horace, 2 vol. 8vo. - - - o 16
Brown’s Hiftoiy ofthe Campaigns in the Ycars J793, 1794,

and 1795,8vo. - - - 05
Chalmers's Collećłion of Trcaties between Great Britain and

other Powers, 2 vols. Svo. - . . 015
, — .. Eftimate of the Comparative Strength of Great-

Britain, 8vo. boards - ■ - . 07
——— Life of Ruddiman, 8vo. - -06
Davis’s Hiftorical Trails relatingto Ircland, with bis Life, 8vo.

by George Cludmers, F.R. S. S. A. - - 0 5
Day’s Dying Negro, new édition, with a frontifpiecc by Metz

and Neagle - ■ - -03
—— Hiftory of Sandford and Merton, 3 vol. - - o to
—— ditto in i vol. frontifpiece, by Slothard - -04
■■ ■ Children’s Mifcellany - - - • o j
Hiftory of Little Jack, with 23 cuts • - 01
De Foe’s Hiftory ofthe Union, 4to ... - 1 10
Edwards's Hiftory of St. Domingo, 4to - - o 13
—-----—Hiftory ofthe Weft-Indies, 2 vols. 410, with ićmaps

and hiftorical plates - - - - 1 12
The 1 j tnaps and hiftorical plates, fcpaiate, 4to, to complété the

firft édition ofthe above - - • o 10
Fillbn’s hiftory of Kentucky, with a large map, iqinchesby 17 o 2 
Flemicu’s Voyages and Dilcoveries of the French and Spaniards,

with 11 plates, 4to - - - r 1
Gay’s Fables, (Stotkdalc’s édition) 2 vols, éléphant 8vo. with

70plates - •• - - i ii
Goul n s (Sir Adam) Contraft, 2 vols, ramo - 06
___ —— Selcflion of Pl'ahns - . 01 
„ — — Humilies ofthe Church of England, 2 vols. 8v». o 14 
. . ——— Sermons, 8vo. - . . 08
___— Affeftionate Advice . -01 

Gordon’s Aftiftant fortho Vifitatsonof the Sick, iznto, bd. o 3 
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feooks printed foi JOHN STOCK.DALE, Piccadilly.
L. t. 

Giibome’s Valesof Wever, a Poem, 4to. boards - 05
Hawkins’s Hiitory of the Ottoman Empire, 4. vols. - 1 6
Hdl’a Travels throvgh Sicily and Calabria in 1791, royal 8vo. o 7 
Hiltorical Abridgment of Lord Macartney’s Embaffy to China,

25 plates, 8vo. - » - - o 10
Hiitory of New Holland, 8vo. with maps, - - o fi
Holt's Charailers of Kings, with frontifpiecc by Metz, bound. o 3 
Hunter’» Voyages in the South Seas, with 17 plates, 410. t 11 
------------Hiltorical Journal abridged, 8vo. - 07 
Indian Vocabulary, - - - - o 3
Johnfon’s Works, vols. 12 and ij, containing his Debates in

parlement, - - - - ou
Latrobe'» Anecdotes of the King of Profita, 8vo. - 06
—  —— Hiitory of Struenz.ee and Brandt, - 04
——— Hiftory ot the Moravian Milfron» in America, o 8 
Law on the rifmg Refourc*» of India, royal 8vo. - 06
Life ot Dante and Petrách, - - - oz
Lloyd on the Defence of England 4 - 02
Marfhair» Edmund and Eleonora, a Novel, 2 vols. 8vo. o 10 
Mode’» Hiftory of America, 410. with 25 maps - 16
--------American Geography, 8vo. with maps, - - 06 
*— Elements of Geography, plates, bound, - - 03
New Robinfon Crut'oe, 2 vols. izmo. 32 cuts - 06

■ .. —, in 1 vol, 12010.32 cuts - 03
» 1 ■ — ——------- , abridged, in t vol. zzmo. 22 cuts, bnd. o 2
•Perry’» New General Euglifh Pocket Dićłionary - 0 3

New Standard trench and Englifh Proisouncing Dic­
tionary, bound . - - 05

Phillips’Voyage to Botany Bny, with 55 plates, 4to. 1 u
————third édition, 8vo. with 20 plate? *■ - o 10
Piayfaii ’s Commercial and Political Atlas, with 44 plate» 1 1
— •   Hiitory of the French Revolution - 010
Pye’s Commentary on Afiftotle, royal 4to 1 6
——Poems on varions Subjcits, a vol». 8vo. • o 12
— Poeticof Ariftotle • a .04
—— Speílrc, a Novel, 2 vol». . - 06
— Amulemcnt - - - - o 2
—— Oblèi vatiotis on Munting, with frontifpiece and vignette,

by Stothard and Heath - - .06
RobinfonCiulbc, 2 vols, demy 8vo. 17 plate», (Stockdale’s edit. o 18 
Rotifc on the Lanskd Property ofBcngal, 8vo. « 06
Sabatier’» Treajift on Poverty, it» contéqucnces, and the remedy,

8vo. - - - ■ 0 5
Scott’» Hiftory of the Ealt-Indi««, a vol». 4to - 22
Seally’» Geographical Diétionary, 2 vols. 4'0 - 1 1
Short Review ot the Britifti Government in India - 03
Simkin’» Humourous and Satirical Letter», complété Svo o 7 
Sut viy ot the Counties of Lanraftiire, Chefhire, Derby fhire, Wcft

Riding of Yorkfhirc, and the Northern part of Stafford (h ire, 
widi map», &c. - - - o 4

Thomftm’» Seafors, with 14 plates, by Stothard, elegantly 
printed on a fu per fi ne wove paper, (Stockdale’s édition) o 9

W dlaee's New Book of Interr fl, half brund - o 10
VVhitaker’s Courte of Hannibal, 2 vola. 8vo « • 01»
— -- ——Oi igin of Arianifm, royal Svo • o 10
Zciia in the Defcrt, or Female Rbhinfbn Crufoe - 02
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• Tins Diébonary, for beauty of pnpcr, dégance of printing, corrclU 
nef« and chcapnd», itands unnvalkd and uninatçhcd.














